
 
 
  
June 19th, 2017 
 
Dear Pitzer Community:  
 
On Friday, June 16, 2017, the Pitzer College Board of Trustees rescinded Paragraph VI of 
Article III, Section 2 of the Pitzer College Student Senate Budget Committee Bylaws, which 
prohibits the use of Student Activities Funds for payments on goods and services from specific 
corporations and organizations associated with the occupation of Palestinian territories. The 
Executive Board of the Pitzer College Student Senate was never notified that the Board of 
Trustees intended to nullify a part of our Bylaws. No students were informed that the Board was 
engaging in any discussion affecting the use of Student Activities Fees. We feel this decision 
undermines the role of shared governance and student voice at the college—principles upon 
which Pitzer was founded and continues to cherish. The lack of communication from the Board 
is surprising, and we are working towards a more productive relationship. 
 
The Pitzer College Student Senate continues to affirm that student voice is foundational to the 
Pitzer Community Values of dialogue, inquiry, and action. While we realize that this particular 
provision in the Budget Bylaws is controversial, it was nevertheless enacted by students through 
their democratically elected representatives, and thus there should be significant input from 
students before any changes are made to it. Pitzer College prides itself on shared governance 
and the ability of the Student Senate to play a central role in facilitating policy changes on 
campus. To maintain this tradition, it is critical that the governing bodies on our campus uphold 
their commitment to our core values of student engagement and social responsibility, and that 
they respect the rights of students to make and enforce their own regulations with regard to 
student organizations. 
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In the past, Student Senate has taken a stance on many issues, and has imposed restrictions 
on Student Activities Funds ranging from a ban on plastic water bottles to a boycott of Walmart. 
We maintain that the rights of students to voice opinions, debate issues, and protest without fear 
of retaliation or discrimination are fundamental to the student experience at Pitzer College. 
However, the power of student voice is diminished if decisions enacted by students can be 
nullified by other governing bodies of the college. 
 
The Executive Board has met to discuss the impact of Friday’s message on our system of 
shared governance and has been in communication with both the Board of Trustees and 
President Melvin L. Oliver. Through these continued conversations, the Executive Board hopes 
to better understand this unusual action from the Board of Trustees. Moving forward, we hope to 
develop a more collaborative relationship with the Board and a clearer definition of the 
boundaries of student autonomy. 
 
The Executive Board is disappointed by the disregard for student participation in shared 
governance, and as we continue to address this matter, we encourage students to make their 
voices heard. We have set up this form to allow members of the Pitzer community to share any 
input or feedback about the Board of Trustees’ decision. As always, if you have any further 
questions, comments, or concerns please email senate@pitzer.edu. 
 
 
Provida Futuri, 
 
Executive Board, Pitzer College Student Senate 
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https://goo.gl/forms/UilLGUBJsJoEvtK22
mailto:senate@pitzer.edu

