
 



Friday, February 12, 2021 

 

Friday, February 12, at 1 p.m. 
Family Lounge Opens 
 
Welcome to Family Weekend 2021! Get together 
and socialize with other Pitzer families on the 
virtual Mounds! 
 

 

Friday, February 12, at 2 p.m. 
Session A 
Does Economics Need a Press Agent? Attracting 
Diversity into the Major 
Menna Bizuneh 
Associate Professor of Economics and Scholar-In-
Residence 
 
Economics is a popular major in colleges and 
universities in the US. But despite its popularity, 
the field has had less success attracting women 
and historically underrepresented racial and 
ethnic minorities.  An interesting question, then, 
is why do women and minorities continue to be 
underrepresented in economics? And more 
importantly, why does diversity in the field of 
economics matter? In this presentation, we will 
discuss these questions as well as solutions that 
have been implemented to address the lack of 
diversity in economics. In addition, we will 
present current research, conducted by the 
Economics Field Group with Pitzer students, on 
this topic. 
 



 

Friday, February 12, at 2 p.m. 
Session B 
Hijacking Reproduction: The Costly Antics of 
Selfish Genes, Chromosomes, and other 
Components of the Cell 
Patrick M. Ferree 
Associate Professor of Biology 
 
Undergraduate biology courses involving genetics 
are usually taught on the assumption that the 
heritable parts of the cell—i.e., the genes, 
chromosomes, and cytoplasmic organelles like 
mitochondria—work together harmoniously for 
the greater good of the organism. However, 
recent research has uncovered cases in which 
these cellular components selfishly disobey 
normal rules of biology in order to be transmitted 
at very high rates, often causing harm to the 
organism. We will discuss several extreme 
examples of selfish agents and how they 
manipulate animal reproduction and 
development. We will also envision some 
promising ways that these same selfish agents 
can be used as tools for helping humanity. 
 

 

Friday, February 12, at 3 p.m. 
Session A 
SNL’s “Africa Tourism” and #endSARS: A Week 
in Media in 2020 
Ruti Talmor 
Associate Professor of Media Studies and Chair of 
the Intercollegiate Media Studies Program of the 
Claremont Colleges 
 
In this lecture, we will look at the Saturday Night 
Live skit “Africa Tourism,” which came out the 
same week as the #endSARS political movement 
was rocking Nigeria and the world. 
 



 

Friday, February 12, at 3 p.m. 
Session B 
After the Capitol Assault 
Will Barndt 
Associate Professor of Political Studies 
 
On January 6, a violent and riotous crowd 
stormed the US Capitol Building. How ought we 
make sense of this event and its aftermath? What 
can political science teach us about its meaning 
and origins? How might we think about 
constructing just and meaningful political lives in 
this historical moment? In considering these 
questions, this lecture weaves together insights 
about the discipline of political science, American 
Progressivism, and the imperative work of 
rebuilding political parties. 
 

 

Friday, February 12, at 4 p.m. 
Session A 
Organizational Studies and the Praxis of a Pitzer 
Liberal Arts Education 
Barbara Junisbai 
Associate Professor of Organizational Studies 
 
Organizational Studies is one of Pitzer's most 
popular majors. But what is org studies? In this 
teaching demonstration, Professor Junisbai will 
reveal what org studies is, how we teach and 
study it at Pitzer, and how the praxis of org 
studies intersects with the world beyond college. 
Note: This session will be interactive and 
discussion-based, rather than lecture-based. 
 



 

Friday, February 12, at 4 p.m. 
Session B 
“Part of Something Larger”: Integrating 
Contemplative Practices to Combat the Public 
Health Epidemic of Loneliness in the Context of 
Social Inequities 
Kathleen S. Yep 
Professor of Asian American Studies 
 
Prior to COVID-19, two in five Americans 
reported that they sometimes or always feel their 
social relationships are not meaningful, and one 
in five said they feel lonely or socially isolated. 
Researchers assert that loneliness and social 
isolation can be as damaging to health as 
smoking 15 cigarettes a day. Recognizing that 
structural oppressions and internal factors impact 
loneliness, in this session, we will discuss a 
research project that addresses the loneliness 
epidemic using both relational listening practices 
and movement-based practices (qi gong). This 
session includes movement practice; please wear 
comfortable clothing. 
 

 

Friday, February 12, at 5 p.m. 

Protest Songs in the Struggle for Social Justice: A 
Conversation 
Adrian Pantoja 
Associate Dean and Professor of Political Studies 
and Chicano Studies 

Join us for a conversation with Associate Dean 
and Professor of Political Studies and Chicano 
Studies Adrian Pantoja and filmmaker Paul 
Espinosa on the music and activism of Ramon 
“Chunky” Sanchez. 

Espinosa’s feature-length documentary, Singing 
Our Way to Freedom, profiles Ramon “Chunky” 
Sanchez, a musician, composer, and community 
activist from San Diego. From the early days of 
the Chicano civil rights movement alongside 
Cesar Chavez through today’s immigrants’ rights 
protests, Ramon Sanchez used music to energize 
the struggle for social justice. Espinosa’s film 
examines how Sanchez’s career as a musician 
was interwoven with the Chicano movement. A 



portrait of one charismatic musician and activist, 
it revisits a pivotal era in American history and 
provokes dialogue about the many hurdles that 
had to be overcome to secure equal rights for 
Mexican Americans. 

View the trailer of Singing Our Way to Freedom – 
https://vimeo.com/269397941 

Singing Our Way to Freedom, now available to 
the Pitzer Community on Sakai, was 
purchased with funds from President Oliver’s 
Racial Justice Initiative and is part of the campus-
wide programming for Pitzer College Art 
Galleries’ Manifesto: Eight-Minutes and Forty-Six 
Seconds project, which focuses on protest songs 
in Spring 2021. 

 

Friday, February 12, at 6 p.m. 
 
How the COVID-19 Pandemic Changed my 
Teaching and Advising for the Better 
Marcus Rodriguez 
Assistant Professor of Psychology 
 
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, professors had 
to reimagine our classrooms and curriculum. The 
challenges were immense, sometimes 
overwhelming, but I was surprised to find that 
some of the changes created a more accessible, 
more holistic approach to teaching and advising. 
Now, as we contemplate a return to campus in 
the fall, I am excited to think about the ways I will 
continue to incorporate some of these 
educational innovations, born out of necessity, 
into my role as a teacher and academic advisor. A 
special introduction with Q&A hosted by our 
Family Leadership Council Co-Chairs, Shari 
Simon P'22 and Jamie Rhodes P'22.  
 

 

  

https://vimeo.com/269397941
https://pitzer.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bc50a0da39a9ea53886c1fed&id=50806f3cc5&e=335319ef50
https://pitzer.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bc50a0da39a9ea53886c1fed&id=50806f3cc5&e=335319ef50
https://pitzer.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bc50a0da39a9ea53886c1fed&id=9ad3af80b0&e=335319ef50
https://pitzer.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bc50a0da39a9ea53886c1fed&id=9ad3af80b0&e=335319ef50
https://pitzer.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7bc50a0da39a9ea53886c1fed&id=9ad3af80b0&e=335319ef50


Saturday, February 13, 2021 

 

Saturday, February 13, at 8 a.m. 
 
Rise and Shine: Meditation and Yoga 
Instructor: Tracy Brennan 
 
Rise and shine with the Pitzer community as we 
join yoga instructor Tracy Brennan, fitness 
instructor to Pomona/Pitzer students, faculty, 
and staff, for meditation and yoga. This session is 
open to all levels. 

 

Saturday, February 13, at 9 a.m. 
 
Community Welcome for Pitzer Families with 
President Melvin L. Oliver 
 
Join us for a special PZ welcome to start your 
Saturday morning, as we hear from Pitzer College 
President Melvin L. Oliver and Family Leadership 
Council Co-Chairs Shari Simon P'22 and Jamie 
Rhodes P'22. In addition, you will also have an 
opportunity to learn more about important and 
helpful information regarding residence life at 
Pitzer from our Associate Dean of Students and 
Director of Residence, Kirsten Carrier, and her 
amazing team. 



 

Saturday, February 13, at 10 a.m. 
 
Keck Science Tour and Lecture 
 
Join U.J. Sofia, Dean, W.M. Keck Science 
Department, for a tour of the new Pitzer-Scripps 
Science Building. 
 

 

Saturday, February 13, at 11 a.m. 
Session A 
Engagement for Systemic/Structural Change 
José Z. Calderón 
Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Chicano/a-
Latino/a Studies 
 
There is continuing dialogue on the differences 
between charity, project, and social change in 
connecting learning to community-based action 
and research engagement. In this presentation, 
we will discuss emerging examples of 
economic/cultural models that are multi-racial 
and prioritize our quality of life over the quantity 
of profit. 
 



 

Saturday, February 13, at 11 a.m. 
Session B 
Secularism Surging: Why So Many Americans 
Are Abandoning Religion 
Phil Zuckerman, Professor of Sociology & Secular 
Studies, Associate Dean of Faculty 
 
Nearly 30 percent of Americans—and 40 percent 
of those under 30—now say they have no 
religion, the highest percentage of secularity ever 
in US history. What is going on? What is causing 
this wave of secularization, and how will it 
change American society? 
 

 

Saturday, February 13, at 11 a.m. 
Session C 
Predicting Vulnerability to Climate Change in 
Coastal Marine Species 
Sarah Gilman, Associate Professor of Biology 
 
Predicting the effects of climate change on 
species is one of the foremost challenges for 
ecologists today. This talk will review work that 
students and Professor Gilman have been doing 
to understand the effect of warming 
temperatures on an intertidal barnacle common 
off the California Coast. 
 



 

Saturday, February 13, at 1:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
 
Core Values in Action: A Conversation with Lynn 
Novick, the Award-Winning Director of College 
Behind Bars  
 
Nigel Boyle, Pitzer professor of political studies 
and director of the Institute for Global/Local 
Action & Study, hosts director and producer Lynn 
Novick for an engaging conversation about 
criminal justice reform and the transformative 
power of education. A current student from 
Pitzer’s Inside-Out program and Bard Prison 
Initiative alum Jules Hall, featured in the Emmy-
nominated film College Behind Bars, join the 
discussion. 
 
  

 

Saturday, February 13, at 3 p.m. 
Session A 
Developmental Science and the Nature/Nurture 
Question 
David Moore 
Professor of Psychology, Director of the 
Claremont Infant Study Center 
 
Psychologists have always understood that 
experiences become part of who we are, but only 
recently has research revealed how this happens 
at the DNA level. Studies of gene regulation—an 
area of research known as "epigenetics"—have 
demonstrated that some genes can be turned on 
or off as a result of experience. It now appears 
that our experiences can literally get under our 
skin and influence the characteristics we develop 
later in life. On shorter timescales, the process of 
forming memories about novel experiences also 
involves DNA reacting to those experiences; such 
reactions alter brain structures and functioning. 
These discoveries reinforce the conclusion that 
Nature and Nurture act in interdependent ways 
during development and that our genes do not 
single-handedly determine any of our 
characteristics. On very long timescales too, 
epigenetic phenomena are important because 
there is evidence that some epigenetic effects of 
experience can be transmitted across 



generations, raising the intriguing possibility that 
grandparents' experiences can affect their 
grandchildren. Taken together, research on 
behavioral epigenetics is revolutionizing how 
scientists think about both normal and abnormal 
psychology, drawing attention to the 
fundamental importance of development in the 
generation of all of our traits. 
 

 

Saturday, February 13, at 3 p.m. 
Session B 
The Next Pandemic? 
Sarah Budischak 
Assistant Professor of Biology 
 
We will talk about why new diseases emerge in 
human populations, the role of human activities 
in this emergence, where COVID-19 came from, 
and how scientists are trying to predict the next 
pandemic. 
 



 

Saturday, February 13, at 4 p.m. 
Session A 
Trans and Non-Binary Rights Under Biden: What 
to Expect, and What We Can Fight For 
Nancy S. B. Williams 
Associate Professor of Chemistry 
 
The movement for trans and non-binary equality 
entered a challenging new phase in 2015. With 
the establishment of marriage equality, anti-
LGBTQ+ forces in the US turned their attention 
directly upon the trans community, focusing in 
particular on "bathroom bills" designed to shut 
trans and non-binary people out of public life. 
The election of Donald Trump brought many 
people with a lifelong hostility to LGBTQ+ 
equality into government and put the federal 
government's power behind these efforts. Anti-
trans hostility became even more prevalent 
within the alt-right, and even among centrists, 
many political figures opined that trans rights had 
gone too far. 
 
It is tempting to think that everything will come 
up roses for the trans and non-binary community 
over the next four years, and it is certainly a time 
of expanded opportunity. However, the 
challenges ahead of us are significant. Threats to 
trans and non-binary equality are many at the 
moment, with numerous pathways by which 
legislation, court rulings, and social changes could 
cause real damage to the community. At the 
same time, the Biden Administration will have a 
narrow window within which to govern. It will 
have limited political capital, and the trans 
community is neither a large nor a wealthy 
constituent base. Professor Williams will share 
her thoughts on trans rights under Obama, 
Trump, and now Biden; what goals are likely to 
come to fruition; and what we might push for on 
local, state, and national levels in order to 
achieve social justice for the trans and non-binary 
community as a whole. 
 



 

Saturday, February 13, at 4 p.m. 
Session B 
The Soundscape of a Scholar-in-Residence (SIR) 
Ming-Yuen S. Ma 
Professor of Media Studies 
 
This talk will introduce Pitzer's unique Scholars-
in-Residence program, which aims to engage 
students in the process of creating knowledge 
while enabling a faculty member to research and 
publish new scholarship. In this talk, Professor 
Ma will reflect on his experience with the SIR 
program, as well as the special seminar he taught 
on the soundscape. His experience with the SIR 
program contributed to his new book There is No 
Soundtrack: Rethinking Art, Media, and the 
Audio-Visual Contract, which studies sound 
tactics deployed in experimental media art and 
explores issues of diversity in sound, art, and 
media. 
 

 

Saturday, February 13, at 5 p.m. 
 
True Equity Part 1: Systemic Change 
 
Pitzer parent and Family Leadership Council 
member Julia Weber P’23 will lead this reflective 
conversation with President Melvin L. Oliver and 
Trustee and PolicyLink Founder Angela Glover 
Blackwell GP’21. They will discuss racial injustice 
in America and the College’s response to social 
unrest in 2020. 



 

Saturday, February 13, at 6 p.m. 
 
Pitzer Watch Party 
 
Join us this evening for a viewing of Disney’s 
PIXAR Soul. Please note: You will need a laptop 
or desktop computer with broadband, Google 
Chrome browser, and a subscription to Disney+. 
 
Movie Description: Ever wonder where your 
passion, your dreams and your interests come 
from? What is it that makes you... YOU? Pixar 
Animation Studios takes you on a journey from 
the streets of New York City to the cosmic realms 
to discover the answers to life's most important 
questions. 
 
Instructions to join watch party on Scener: 

1. Using the Google Chrome browser, 
download and add the Scener Google 
Chrome Extension for free from the 
Chrome Web Store (click here to go to 
download) 

2. After you download the extension, visit 
https://scener.com/ and create or log in 
to your account. 

3. Once you’re signed in, click on “Have a 
Code?” and enter our Theater Code, 
PITZERAFE, and click join. 

4. You will be prompted to enter your 
Disney+ credentials once you enter the 
party. 

For any questions, please email 
engagement@pitzer.edu. 

 

  

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/scener/lkhjgdkpibcepflmlgahofcmeagjmecc
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/scener/lkhjgdkpibcepflmlgahofcmeagjmecc
https://scener.com/
mailto:engagement@pitzer.edu


Sunday, February 14, 2021 

 

Sunday, February 14, at 8 a.m. 
 
Rise and Shine: Meditation and Yoga 
Instructor: Tracy Brennan 
 
Rise and shine with the Pitzer community as we 
join yoga instructor Tracy Brennan, fitness 
instructor to Pomona/Pitzer students, faculty, 
and staff, for meditation and yoga. This session is 
open to all levels of experience. 

 

Sunday, February 14, at 10 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
 
Connecting Our Community: How families can 
help us make a greater impact for our students 
 
Join us for a special open meeting with 
representatives from the Family Leadership 
Council and the Office of Alumni Family 
Engagement to learn more about the work that 
they are doing, how you too can get involved as 
an ambassador for the College, as well as a few 
new exciting resources launching soon.  
. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Monday, February 15, 2021 



 Monday, February 15 
 
#PitzerSpiritDay 
Share your Pitzer spirit! Post your photos from 
this weekend’s family fun or photos showing your 
Pitzer pride on social media. Don’t forget to use 
the tag #PZFW21 and #PitzerSpiritDay so we can 
share it with the whole Pitzer community. 
 

 


