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Tuesday, June 23, 2020 

  
This is a summary of today’s events based on various media briefings by federal, state, county and city 
officials. 
 
Cases – Reported as of Summary Time 
 

Location Confirmed/ 
Reported Cases 

Deaths Total Tests  

United States 2,422,643 123,466 29,472,281 
California 190,293 

3.88% increase over 6/22 
5,636 3,496,929 

Los Angeles County 88,262 
2.7% increase over 6/22 

3,171 979,000 

LA County 
Hospitalizations 

1,515 
4.27% increase over 6/22 

  

Claremont 87 1  
Current Records – Note – California is #2 
New York 412,633 31,314 3,500,808 
California 190,293 5,636 3,496,929 
New Jersey 172,960 13,081 1,283,451 

 
International Coverage/Federal Government/National Coverage 
 
• Testifying before the House Energy & Commerce Committee, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases Director Anthony Fauci, FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Director Robert Redfield, and the Department of Health and Human Services Assistant 
Secretary Brett Giroir all said that the president had not asked them to slow down the testing. 

• Trump has repeatedly said that better U.S. testing has led to a higher number of identified coronavirus 
cases across the country, and at a political rally on Saturday he said he had asked for a slowdown in 
testing. 

• Fauci also said the U.S. was currently seeing a disturbing surge of infections in a number of states like 
Texas, Florida and Arizona. He said one reason infections were rising in those states was an increase in 
community spread. 

• “Right now the next couple of weeks are going to be critical in our ability to address those surges we are 
seeing in Florida, Texas, Arizona, and other states,” he said. 

• For a second consecutive week, Texas, Arizona and Nevada set records in their coronavirus outbreaks, 
and 10 other states from Florida to California were grappling with a surge in infections. 

• Texas reported over 5,000 new infections on Monday, a single-day record for the state. It has also seen 
COVID-19 hospitalizations hit record highs for 11 days in a row. 

C O R O N A V I R U S  M E D I A  R E C A P  -  D A I L Y  U P D A T E  
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• The Texas Children’s Hospital is admitting adult coronavirus patients due to a spike in serious COVID-19 
cases in the Houston area. 

• While the United States appeared to have curbed the outbreak for several weeks in May, overall cases 
rose 25% last week with 10 states reporting a greater than 50% rise in new infections, according to a 
Reuters analysis. 

• The European Union is prepared to block Americans from entering because the United States has failed to 
control the coronavirus pandemic, the New York Times reported on Tuesday, citing draft proposals of 
potential new travel restrictions. 

• While most states are increasing testing, the percentage of tests coming back positive is also rising. At 
least four states are averaging double-digit rates of positive tests for the virus: Arizona at 20%, Florida 
and Utah both at 11%, and Texas at 10%. By contrast, New York, formerly the epicenter of the U.S. 
outbreak, has been reporting positive test rates of around 1%. 

• The World Health Organization considers positivity rates above 5% to be especially concerning. 
• Many of these states are also seeing record hospitalizations - a metric not affected by increased testing. In 

Arizona, hospitalized COVID-19 patients hit a record of over 2,100 on Tuesday, up 70% from two weeks 
ago. Only 16% of its intensive care unit beds remain available, according to a state website. 

• Dr. Fauci told the house Energy and Commerce Committee that the picture is a “mixed bag,” with some 
bright spots but many dark clouds and unknowns. Some states like New York, are “doing very well” in 
controlling the spread of the virus, he said, but called the surge in other states “very troublesome to me.” 

• “The next couple of weeks are going to be critical in our ability to address those surges we are seeing in 
Florida, Texas, Arizona, and other states.” 

• Dr. Robert R. Redfield, the director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, called the 
pandemic “the greatest public health crisis our nation and world have confronted in a century,” and 
warned that the outbreak would coincide with flu season later this year, straining hospitals and health 
workers. Getting a flu shot, he said, would be even more important this year. 

• In Florida, the Department of Health reported nearly 3,300 new cases on Tuesday, pushing the state’s 
total to 103,503. Since the state began reopening in May, cases have dramatically increased. On Tuesday, 
Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican, said bars and restaurants will be able to continue to operate, but those 
that fail to limit capacity to 50 percent or follow other guidelines will “get a visit from the grim reaper in 
terms of business licenses.” 

 
State of California/Governor Gavin Newsom/State Coverage 
 
• California shattered a daily record for new coronavirus cases with more than 6,000 infections reported 

Monday — the largest single-day count in the state since the pandemic hit the U.S. 
• Across the state, the positivity rate among those tested for coronavirus increased from 4.5% to 4.8% in 

the last week, and the number of hospitalizations jumped by 16%. 
 

L.A. Department of Public Health/County of Los Angeles 
 
• 34 new deaths and 2,364 new cases reported today.  

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/states-reopen-map-coronavirus.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2020/03/031720-2152-covid19.pr.html
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• There are 1,515 people hospitalized, 27% in intensive care and 18% are on ventilators. Note the 
hospitalization number is higher than the daily hospitalization counts of 1,350 to 1,450 in the past few 
weeks. 

• Today marks the third day in the past week with over 2,000 new cases during a single day. 
• More than 960,000 people have been tested for COVID-19 and had the results reported to county health 

officials. And while the cumulative positivity rate remains at 8%, the 7-day average of the daily positivity 
rate has increased to 8.8%. 

 
Higher Education Updates 
 
Of the more than 1,020 colleges being tracked by The Chronicle, here is the current breakdown of those that 
have announced in one form or another to date. 
 

 


