Project Pericles
Debating for Democracy ‘

Pitzer College
Community Engagement Center

LETTERS TO AN ELECTED
OFFICIAL

CITE YOUR [QUALITY] SOURCES

Any time you cite a fact or figure that
isn't common knowledge, cite it.

Be sure to use both primary
(personal/ community experience,
etc.) AND secondary (books, jour?l'
articles, etc.) sources.

»

IS IT COMPELLING AND
CONVINCING?

Remember, having a solid logical
argument that ALSO connects to
your personal experiences AND
the constituents of the addressee
is critically important.

WHAT ABOUT HISTORICAL CONTEXT

[OF BOTH THEPROBLEM AND
66 SOLUTION BEING DISCUSSED]?

HH

A GOOD PROJECT
PROPOSAL

DETAIL-ORIENTED &
PROFESSIONAL

Take a look at previouswinning
letters and project proposals. They
may generate ideas about how
best to introduce and discuss your
issue.

WHAT YOU'RE DOING - IT

IMPACT > FRILLS MATTERS

Its far more important to write a

- It can I r
letter that makes a solid impact UIENIG G207 10 (o[ G1Eell e

maybe even consider giving up -
but what you are doing takes time,
energy, and care and is an
important investment in our
communities.

because it is well written than
because you used big words or
grand ideas. Less is more and being
clear counts.
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