


There are 't ry few reY1ardS J 
But there is one reward tl\~t money cannot buy 

And that no gift in the •orld can ~urpass -
The gift of your eyes, Tou;r heart, and }'miT mind. 

The moment when your eyes open wide and I can see 
That you can see 

The plight of the farmworkers in the fields. 
The tired arms of the janitor scrubbing the floors in the college halls, 

The power relations that create a chasm between 
Domestication and Liberation --

There is no greater gift than to see your eyes open wide 

And your heart, your heart -
When you put yourself in the shoes of others -

The excluded, the underrepresented, the poor, the lonely -
Those without shelter, those on drugs, those dying in 

Some dark cell, those with AIDS -
And you absorb their pain as if it was yours -

Gi\'ing of your 10\·e and your caring 
Through that union internship, that altemati,·e break, 

That simple moment of a smile 
When you sen·e a worker \\ith the care that they sen·e you. 

The heart, the heart -
That beats for one as it beats for others -

That emanates friendship with a hug, a hand shake, 
A moment of "It's so good to see you brother --

It's so good to see you sister" - 8 • 
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A great big thank you to Dave Carls, the best sign maker 
at Pitzer College. Dave helped The Other Side create the door 
sign that is now hanging up for display on the 3rd floor of Mead 
"The Other Side: Mission Control". Dave took time out of his day 
to hand craft the sign. Anyone that has the time should look him 
up to discover the vast experiences of his life. He traveled all 
over the world for 30 years before settling down with his wife. 
He has a particular interest in story telling and music, not to 
mention sign making. 

Thanks again Dave. 
Aaron Rhodes and Staff 

Dear Other Side, 
Last year there was a rumor prevalent around campus 

that the stud~ts had little to no ,·oice in what happens at Pitzer 
College. Fortunately this rumor is false. In fact, the student body 
has a \'Oice on almost every matter, whether it is a campus life or 
academic issue. The problem last year was that due to a lack of 
communication bv Student Senate, students were unaware of the 
means that they had to express their views on issues. This article 
is intended to show where the students ha\·e effective and 
meaningful voices and how senate is planning on impro\ing the 
voice of each member of the student community. 

The best \vav for any student to express their concerns 
and ha\'e their voi~ heard ~d dealt with is through Student 
Senate. Twenty elected students, two faculty, and one staff 
member ""·ork t~gether in Senate to best support the student body 
as a whole on numerous issues. Evervbodv is welcome to attend 
these meetings and express their tho~ghts.' Senate will then look 
at the matter and recommend, in light of what is best for the 
student communitv, that action be taken on it in one or several 
other bodies of g~,·emance at Pitzer. These other governing 
bodies at Pitzer include se,·en standing committees and College 
Council. All se\·en committees at Pitzer have at least two student 
Yoting representati\'es. 

The standing committees of the college include 
Academic Computing, Academic Standards, Academic Planing, 
Research & Awards, Curriculum, Diversity~ and the Faculty 
Executi,·e Committee. These committees all have the task of 
deciding ,.,·hat the best way is for Pitzer to function. It is the 
n><>ponsibility of the students to represent the dews of the whole 
student body as well as the Student Senate when they \'Ote on 
particular manners. 

In both Senate and all of the standing committees of the 
college, student representatives want to hear from the students 
about issues of concern so they can best sen·e their role as a 
representatiYe. This year senat~ is making it easier to keep all 

students informed on all senate and committee issues being 
discussed, which "'rill sen•e to allow more students to voice their 
feelings on pertinent issues. Senate is e-xtending open invitations 
to all members of the community to participate, putting out 
newsletters, having accessible drop boxes on doors to allow 
students to express there opinions, distributing comrruttee 
meeting sununary' s and Senate meetings to larger areas of the 
school, and publishing names and phone numbers of all the class, 
dorm, and committee representatives so they can be easily 
contacted by the students. Senate also plans to have information 
tables and open forums throughout the year to help facilitate 
communication between representatives and the rest of the 
student body. 

With proper communication every student will ha\'e a 
\'Oice in Pitzer policy, which leads to the biggest voice the 
students haYe, College Council. 

College Council is the body that makes direct 
recommendations to the president of Pitzer. Not only does each 
student senator have a vote on College Council, but the meeting-. 
are open to the whole community to directly express their beliefs 
on all issues on the agenda. VVith student voices properly bein~ 
heard in Student Senate and the standing committees, senators 
will \'ote on issues on behalf of each student at the school. 
Furthermore, if there is an issue of great importance to the 
student body, it can be brought to college council by the seildte 
president to be discussed and ha\'e action taken by the rest of the 
Pitzer Communitv. 

Students ha\'e a ,·el)' large and effective voice at Pitzer it 
is the responsibility of all student representati,•es and the rest of 
the student body to use this voice effecti\·ely. An effective voiCe 
of the student body is a great deal more powerful than a t \\ 

individual students being noisy about their opinions. 
-Adam Block 

~ate: Student Senate meets on Tuesdays at 5:30, on the first floor of 
the Gold Student Center. Bring your dinner and let your voice t:oe 
heard. If you have any questions about this article please call Adam 
Block at fff!-m± 

An Editorial Response: 
Adam - Sometimes it is the imtihttio11s Hremseit'es tllnt need critiscism. 
Sometimes studerrts feel tlrat tire stntchtre of "our <'Oice does 1101 

support Hre wdght of our concems, and it is neccessary to step ou~sidr 
lllese bounds in order to affect change. 11JOuglr, ns you lllll·e t>xplamed 
lhe Shtdent Senate sen>es many purposes, being mr adi'ocatefor shtdrnt 
co11cems is not one it !Ins slroi:l'll it am do. 

Remember tllilt tlrose fru~ indiPidual shtdents wing noisy 
about t11eir opinions were the first shuients to organi=e tow11 meetinxs 
l.drcn shtdents decided th01 wmrtcd to paint. TI1e ones who lrm.'t' 
critici=cd policies and practices wlzich concemed them them. Tire 
Shtdent Senatr and tire otlzer organi=ations you mt~rtion do not luwe 
tlzaf luxurv. 

Tirose 'fe-tJ.\ indi·oidual, shtdcrrts being noisy are what Pit=er 
is all(mf for mamt people. Tizat tlley do not luli.'e to submit their l.'Oice to 
a larger,. more nionotone, "shtdent voice" is u•hy many students clro. 
to come to Pit=er. and is wiry Pitzer continues to attract the peo1J/e rl 
does. 

Adam, mzy college canlrm.•e a Shtdmt Se11ate, but only Pit=-r 
is inte11ded {or all shtdents, a11y shtdents, wlzo trant to take an nch. -· 
part i11 tlze growtlz mrd idcrrtity of tlzeir school. 

-Siumti Webley 
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Dearest Other Side reader, 
Allow me to introduce myself. I am a first year student 

here at Pitzer, and like many of you, I am very interested in 
majoring in "really cool stuff that doesn' t require a lot of 
legitimate ·work." I'm originally from a small city in the LA area 
located just south of Pasadena, namely South Pasadena (unJess, 
of course, you' re from Seattle, in which case, so am I). That 
should cover all the generic information and answer the 
questions which any first year student knows only too well after 
that agonizing first week of Camp College. 

Nmv, a month into this new way of life, I have a bit more 
self confidence, a whole lot of reading to do, and have finally 
figured out how to open up doors with my ID card. However, 
there are a few things here a Pitzer that are still quite beyond my 
comprehension. Perhaps I'm confused because I'm a newcomer 
here, but I'm more apt to believe that there are simply no logical 
explanations. I've narrowed my list down to seven baffling 
questions which you may have wondered yourself, or might 
never have considered, but should. 

1. What on earth is in the vegetarian beef soup? It might 
be that the soup is made from the beef of vegetarian cows, but all 
cows are, for the most part, vegetarian. And if they were going to 
be so specific as to include the eating practices of the animal being 
sen•ed, they 
might as well 
ha\'e called it 
vegetarian-cow 
beef soup. 
Another theory 

A FOUR FOOT POOL 
REALLY TAKES THE FUN OUT 

OF DIVING FOR RINGS 

is that the soup includes chunks of veggie-burger masquerading 
as beef. I like to think that if the kitchen people are attempting to 
fool ,·egetarians into eating beef, they are going about it the 
wrong way. We'll ne\·er really be sure until ""'e eat some ... any 
Yol unteers? 

2. \Vhy do they call it the "duplicating" room? What's 
wrong v.'ith simply calling it the photocopy or Xerox room? 
They're not fooling anyone. They call the computer lab the 
computer lab, the mail the mail room, and the science lab 
McConnell, and no one has any problem with these. But then 
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they have to go and pull this whole synonym thing. What's 
wrong with plain English? Pretty soon we'll be calling drinking 
fountains hydration apparatuses. 

3. Why don' t they set the clock tower to the right time? 
Like many others here at Pitzer, I am not a watch-person, so 
having a large, visible public clock is a great idea. However I'm 
not much of a math person either, so its not as easy to add or 
subtract the appropriate number of minutes to find out if I'm late 
for class or not. Its not as if its impossible to change the clock's 
time. I mean they have to do something when day light savings 
time rolls arouncl I wonder if they'll intentionally set it to the 
wrong time then as well, perhaps to keep up the tradition or 
whatever. I'd just like to know what time it really is. 

4. Who was the genius that came up with the micro
fridge? I hope Pitzer doesn't have any sort of long-term contract 
.,,;th these people. It just seems like one of those impractical 
de\'ices that have short-lived popularity, but are ine\itably 
destined for failure (i.e. shower radios, video telephones, the 
(clapper). 

5. Why couldn't they have made a pool with a deep end? 
Were they afraid of people drowmng? D!d they hit SP\' er lines 
while excavating? All I know is that a four ~uoi pool really takes 
the fun out of diving for rings, uot to mention water-treading 
contests. Curiously enough, our p<'Cl is the perfect size for 
synchronized swimming, but we don't have any organized team. 
I wonder why? 

6. What is that stuff that comes out of the tap? At first I 
thought that it was air bubbles in the water or something, which 
slowly dissipated. After closer observation, howe,·er, I noticed 
that as my glass cleared there was some sort of sediment which 
sank to the bottom, perhaps a group of microscopic organisms 
afraid of being swallowed. Whatever it is I have consistently 
been pouring it into my potted plant which doesn' t look to be 
doing so great. 

7. How do you spell "Kah-hoo-teck" anyway? E,·eryone 
I ask says "B-E-E-R," but that doesn' t e\·en work phonetically. 

-l'vlichael A. Rippens filQ 



that 
faculty at Pitzer have 15 votes on Coftege Council 

versus the previous lack of faculty representation on the 
council. 

Black students hall is formed in Holden,. C-1, the Nia Hall. 

Student Senate finds out it has 20 grand less than it thought. 
Has to cut the budgets of Pitzer student organizations by an 
average of 25%. 

The freshman class is the largest Pitzer class ever, weighing 
in at 185 first years students out of a total Pitzer population 
of 750. 

Did you know: All of all the students who applied to Pitzer 
in 1991, exactly 100% were accepted. 

Office of Student Affairs has new look List old people and 
their positions with new holders of positions. 

Just a reminder- Mead Hall Governance (GerbaJdy
GerbaJdy) came up with a legitimate art policy at the end of 
last year, fully in accordance with the mandate by College 
council. It' s an excellent policy. Here' s an excerpt of the key 
points: 
(For the full docummt lod<:armmd 011 the bulletin l:xJards or amtnct ypur 
friendly 0.5. editors.) 

I. All of Mead (interior and exterior) is designated as an area 
for spontaneous art. Artists are encouraged but not 
required to sign their names to their work, so that they 
remain accountable for their work, and so that everyone 
know who to compliment. 

II. As art will normally stay up past the graduation or 
transfer of the artist, the cost of it's upkeep or removal \Yill 
be absorbed by Gcrbaldy-Cerbaldy. This funding will be 
kept by Gerbaldy-Cerbaldy in a rolling fund designated 
specifically for art. 

Ill All art in or on Mead has automatic approval to remain 
indefinitely unless Gerbaldy-Gerbaldy votes otherwise. 

revenge, vengeance is mine. 

ho should repent. 
:IJI'~-1~~notforgive the Unforgiven. 

down and hold in my 
osity, pain, 

consume you in the physical. 
of thought is purely mental. 

s ay you with my Voice, my actions. 

Vill annihilate by believing, knowing 
tnot all men are bad. 

althbugh you broke my heart, 
is one thing that you could 

never break, 
My Spirit. 

,., .... ,.w.:: my spirit that allows me, 
that allows me to give you 
only one privilege; 

setting you free. 
wever, Recognize, I equate your 
dom with you sitting on your thrown 

demonium. And KNOW your place 
'..uiatrft"oent in exactly where you belong. 

-Michell Silas 
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There is no greater gift than to ~ . OtJ.r heart open wide. ~ 
And yqur mind, your~d 
When it takes-dry fne~et:bll ~oncllioolhH:::lond 

bearningrays ' 
Of lived experi ce 

t 

:Mo,·ing han legs, ea;:s, :es, aM body into Ac 
To create an autobiogr~hy, a yide6 ~ piece of art, a rainbow -

Tc;t create open eyes,lrpen heart, and open mind 
In the categorize 'a f-risk• ertvrronmen.t of~ Uflg hu beings 

From Gerry, Pomona, Uplfmd Ont}mo, Garve~~ and bra 
•I 

\\'here ou rrn.tst fee) w 
marne t 

I ~ \•:hen ther~ is that ~alance o a 

\\'hen thq)· tall yt>ui 'I ·want to be like . 
college. ' 

It,. is t lJlOtnent that akes it~ worth 'ihile 
An it v; that moment that creates o ·misDJ 

To learn, to iidch, to create -
Though the trends may not go our way -

n1ough some may tfllnk it only f01; 'the self 
For notoriety; for the sak(! of merely .b ing 

Is it possible ~r them to ~t there are ' , a , and a mind 
At play - in unison, m harmony, working togethel:' llectiYelv 

To act out of more than the self? 
Can they ~ly st."e that it can be out of comrn.O:ment, out of sacrifice, 

Out of caring for the other: the worker, the downtrodden. the oppressed, 
The alienated, the poor at heart, mind, soul -

Places in the life ""here ·we all, at one time or another, come from. 

Can they see creatiYity at play? 
Although there may not be the diploma of a brush 

Or the brush of traditional professionalism--
There is the creation of culture --

In the eyes, hearts, and minds -- that make it all worthwhile. 

I know that many of you are pondering about your future -

And questioning whether these four years haYe been worth it-
I know .,,·hat its like to feel like you re in a cocoon -

And you are flailing your wry OC:ing to open your wings. 
I was there - its only natural -

This is what growth and metamorphosis are all about -
Where the metaphors of life and time come together -

'Where we cross form one life stage to another -
Where the limits and boundaries ha,·e become too confining -

And your are bursting with a renewed energy and Yigor -
As first one \\.oing -- and then another -

Emerges into anew day. 

It's difficult to make some people understand that this is only a passage-

That one can rebel - without loosing one's sense of direction -
That questioning, critical thinking, and mm·ing on 

Are Rites of Growth and deYelopment 

That is why I don't get down on the senior who tells me 
That he doesn't ha,·e much time for Pitzer right now -

He's out working with the workers at a local union -
Or the sister that is absorbed in immigrant rights issues -

And is daily putting to action all that other only talk about. 
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- II 
that new 1\ginnings ' are 

've learned to crea~ 

r society. 

e o man~ of you that I have ~\tn ~ 

ave s~n 

I '"' that~ fhe l\'ay it is -a passing- a metamoJ]Jhosis -
A passage to another life stage - that hurts - .. 

But is also a tin\e to light fireworks in the sk.·-y. .. 

It can't happen without concerted long-term effort. 

Always remember that there comes a moment 
When there is the connection between what is academic and 

What is exhilarating experience 
'When if you are up to it - you take with you more than a 

diploma, 
~lore than a handshake, more than the memory of a roommate 
or a friend -

But you take with you a conscious awareness that you ha,·e the 
capacity 
To create culture, to build _collecti,·ely- and, through working 
with others 

( regardless of their race, class, gender, and sexual orientation) 
You help to create a better world. 

It is always there if one seeks to find it 

The moment, I mean 
The connection, I mean -

\.\'hen what is academic 
Becomes the liYed experience 

Outside the shadows of the classroom 
To that moment of light 

Between the silence of expression 
And the bursting of critical consciousness -

Empowering critical consciousness, practice, 
And Action. E\9 

Jose Calderon is a professor of Sociolog)~ has a passion 
for the unusual and lo,·es to dance in public. 



A PROGRAM FOR SENATOR DOLE 
by AJbert Wachtel 

Unrealistic ambitions are keeping Senator Bob Dole from 
performing a brave and noble deed for America. Utterly incapable of 
winning this Presidential election, lr. Dole has an enviable opportunity. 
He can choose to speak truths to both sides of our political aisle. He can 
choose to go into history as a statesman, the World \Nar II hero and Senator 
from Kansas who won the Republican nomination to run for President 
and chose to express his real ideas instead of playing party politics. 

The Clinton administration, building on an economic recovery 
that \Yas glimmering on the horizon as it entered the White House, has 
been admirably successful in supporting and enhancing economic growth. 
Imprm·ing on some already intelligent international policies, and building 
on earlier efforts to support the business interests of American 
corporations and the interests of democracy and \vorld peace generally, 
President Clinton has enhanced the image and influence of America 
abroad. There is no way that ~lr. Dole should want to change those 
facts, which underscore the virtues of both the Republican and 
Democratic parties and attest to the orderly transfer of power in 
American democracy. In any case, there is no way that such 
accomplishments are going to be tarnished by the relatively small scale 
issues of personal finance or emotional history. 

The Presidential race is over. It e~ded when the present 
Congress tried to pass legislation that was transparently created in 
the service of special interest supporters. It ended \ .. •hen 
compromises between the Administration and Congress were 
reached on legislation that both viewed as negotiable. Mr. Dole 
should acknowledge the fact: ~lr. Ointon, gifted with innate 
political skills, '"'ill occupy the vVhite House for four more vears. 
But though he has earned a second term, the exigencies of playing 
the political game make it impossible for him to take positions 
entirely abo,·e electoral politics. ~lr. Dole has been freed to do 
precisely that. 

He should throw out the nonsense of proposing of a ''150,-ta'
break-with-<ieficit-reduction-and-no-cuts-in-big-entitlements." He 

should stop besmirching his name with the notion that, as a savvy 
Senator he dismissed long ago. It's a nice dream, a no,·el .... ,·ay of couching 
a cliche-" eat your cake," (15'1 tax break); "and haYe it too,'' (no cuts in 
entitlements)--but when he gh·es his word that if elected he will 
accomplish the trick Mr. Dole is protected against becoming a liar only by 
the negligible chance that he will be elected. He should stop attacking the 
business activities of l\1r. Clinton's wife, who, like Mr. Dole' s wife, has 
been an active business person, a wheeler-dealer in the halls of power. He 
should ~top trying to manufacture causes out of the compromises that 
both Republicans and Democrats ha\·e found workable. 

Instead, Mr. Dole should tum to the left and say that • 
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opportunity to qualify is not a special 
dispensation. He should point out that 
though ambition is a virtue, greed is a 
\ice. He should point out that 
conserYati,·e, when used honorabl\', is a 
term that applies to those who want to 
presen·e the value:, and accomplishments 
of the nation; those who aspire to the 
honor of being called consen attves 
should be defending the freedoms that 
the great consen·atives and liberals of the 
past won for us. He should point out that 
liberal, when used honorably, is a term 
that applies to those who want to spread 
the values and accomplishments of the 
nation to the widest possible number of 
its inhabitants. Thomas Jefferson was the 
first great liberal to lead the United States, 
and Abraham Lincoln was one of its 
greatest liberal Presidents. He should 
point out that the founders of the United 
States were generally deists who did not 
believe in the Biblical God but were 
willing to defend to the death the right of 
others to do so. As a result, not religion 
but freedom of religion is a fundamental 
American ,·alue. 
In general, ~1r. Dole should characterize 
himself as for personal responsibility and 
responsible freedom. Specifically, he 
should admit that the Social Security 
System needs financial reconstructio~. 
He should point out that that important 
social net under the aging who need 
support ought to be maintained but that 
those who do not need the net should not 
receive more in pay-outs from the system 
than they put into it. Perhaps it is too 
much to ask, but it would be irnpresshe if 
he had the strength to point out that a net 
2'k hike in the tax rate would do much to 
alle\iate both our national deficit and 
debt problems. He might go so far as to 
point out that a national sales tax could 
take the place of income ta.' and do awav 
with the IRS entirely. · 
He should declare his personal position 
on the abortion issue but recognize that 
people must ha,·e the freedom to 
determine their own positions with 
regard to their own persons. He should 
acknowledge the , -irtues of strict gun 
control in a nation threatened by 2 s• 
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P 0 LIT I CAL RANTING And still, eYer present in my dreams, 
by J u 5 t j n Anders 0 n were Aaron and Shanti, waiting for their 

essay. Whenever I left to attend to trivial 
A fe\v days back Aaron matters such as laundry, meals or a 

approached me, asking about a midterm, they'd be there, waiting in the 
contribution to The Other Side. I told him dim light near the garbage chute, asking 
I didn't haw an~ money. But, as often about the article. \\'hen Shanti caught me 
happens, Aaron played upon my guilt coming back home from a party at two in 
about our coUective responsibilities to the the morning, asking about "how it was 
overall Pitzer community. Citing an going" I nearly broke down and cried. I 
interesting God, mom and apple pie went to the top of lead and stood on the 
routine reminiscent of old Reagan ledge, staring dov.'ll into the quad. Eyes 
campaign rallies, he proceeded to engulf blazing, I prayed to the gods of political 
my sensibilities by essentially portra~ing fundraising to help me. And all at once, 
me as a rat bastard, illustrated by my the breezes slowed, the smog cleared and 
malfeasance and ob,;ous lack of concern the stars exposed themseh·es in the s~ 
for the student body - due to my inability above, and I had a ,-ision: 
to express any interest in writing for our Wild Billy's going to win this 
beloved Other Side. Hoping to throw off election. 
the hunt, I immediately asked him what 1\:ow, I know to many of you out 
possible subject a goofball such as I could there that this may sound like a pretty 
hope to inform and excite the readership ballsy prediction. I mean, the guy has 
with. His instantaneous response: "the only been leading in every poU since the 
election, of course." I don' t know beginning of ·ewt Gingrich's "Loose 
whether it was my dumfounded Cannon Celebrity Quest," but being the 
expression, the bubbles frothing out of only candidate who at least pretends to 

my opened mandibles, "WILD BJLLV, S speak to the real 
or the guttural quack , I. concerns of the 
sounds eeril~ similar GOING TO WIN THIS American public 
to . ~tacintos~ ~rror ELECTION , does_n' t make ~:ou 
nmses emanating trom . President. Bemg 
my gut that tipped him elected President 
off to the immediate acceptance of his consists of many different attributes: 
plan. \Vith a smile and a wa,·e he left, leadership, a \-isi~n for the nation, good 
commenting, "we need that by Friday." television skills, and a whole rash ot 
Panicked, I headed home, feeling like I'd personality traits which are endearing to 
been charged by a phone se>. operator the electorate as a whole. One of these 
\,;thout getting the hea,·y breathing. traits is approachabilit}~ and on that scale 

r\e,·er in my life did I imagine Bill Clinton wins high marks. 
such a hell uf Dante's proportions as The persona] approachabilit} 
tr~ing to avoid writing an article for our scale has determined the last three 
illustrious student magazine. Rebuffed presidents, pure and simple. Since the 
by attempts to blow off my ill-ad,·ised si..>..ties, tele\·ision appearance has been a 
commitment, 1 wrung my hands for major factor in electability, and the 
hours, trying to come up with the perfect electorate has demonstrated time and 
analysis of the Presidential race as we time again that they like a dynamic and 
head into the waning hours of the popular leader, a nice person with the 
election. l stared at a blank computer right demeanor. This is more important 
screen. I thought about Bob Dole than the issues themselves and, 
blinking, blinking, o\·er and m·er again regardless of one's politics, has been the 
until it became like counting sheep and weak link for the Dole campaign. 
I'd drift off, carried into a fitful sleep. President Reagan said less about the • 

oo 
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taX sCheifte to that of~ "~ 
tremelv similar in theic 

plWDsophy and hnptementation. 
Remember way back in April and May, 
before the Republican convention and 
Dole dropped out of the Senate, there was 
no plan to run a Republican campaign 
based upon a 15% tax cut. This is 
completely a political strategy, one that 
hearkens to the Reagan campaigns and 
their economic philosophy. Apparently 
Dole's handlers felt that abandoning 
economic principle and handing out 
more money to the American people 
\•wuld be a popular idea. They didn't 
consider Dole's personal popularity 
problems in their analysis. 

This is the irony of the current 
campaign. According to the political 
"experts/' it is the economy, more than 
any factor, that determines the climate of 
opinion for the incumbent president. The 
com·entional wisdom dictates that the 
economy was in recession with George 
Bush, so he lost. The economy is strong 
with President Clinton, so he will 
win. Along these lines, there has 2 7• 

This is a man ·whom I defended 
and campaigned for in 1992 when I could
n't even vote. This is a man, I believed, who 
would tum this nation around, a man for 
whom I argued for "ith my Reaganite 
parents at nearly every meal. 1 ow, in the 
first presidential election of my young 
enfranchisement, I've come to the realiza
tion that my support for this man had more 
to do with his opposition than '"'ith the 
man himself. Although all this troubles me 
greatly and it saddens me to realize that as 
a registered Democrat I can't vote for the 
Democratic nominee, the real tragedy is 
that my not voting for him doesn' t matter. 
Not one bit. 

The president's lead in the 
California polls, as it is in almost e\·ery state 
of electoral significance, is overwheiming. 
So, one might ask, why not just hop on the 
bandwagon and enjoy the \ictorious ride? 

1 w 
w~y~ win the 

the~~rwolves "" e. 
however;"1s one wagon hich rm pioud 
stay off. ;nus is portant, \rtlether if 
makes a difference or not. nus is princi
ples, not pennants. 

When the \ictory train pulled on to 
Pennsylvania Avenue four years ago, it was 
fueled by the powerful votes of a core of 
traditionally democratic constituents. 
College students, women, labor organiza
tions, people of color, gays and lesbians, 
single morns and soccer moms alike. These 
groups overwhelmingly chose Clinton over 
Bush just as now they are choosing Clinton 
O\'er Dole. There are distinct differences, 
however, between '92 and '%. Dole is not 
Bush, and Clinton is no longer that same 
man for whom I so vigorously fought. 

That Dole is nowhere near as 
dangerous as Bush or Reagan, except 
perhaps when he mentions his tax cut 
plans, is one reason I feel relatively safe 
voting for someone other than Clinton. l\lv 
primary reasoning, though, is because of 
those very groups that swept Clinton into 
office, and his subsequent abandonment of 
them. Sure, there are moments early in his 
administration vvhich showed that rerhaps 
he was for real. He repealed the gag rule, 
he signed the }.1otor Voter legislation, he 
took on the militan· establislunent 0\·er 
their discriminatol}: practices and their 
budget. But soon carne "don't ask, don't 
tell." Soon carne ~AFTA. And the Defense 
of ~1arriage act. And, the bill that finalh· 
broke this camel's back, the welfare bill. 
This is certainly not the man for whom I 
campaigned. 

And reall\~ are these two men that 
different? One is.old, a t times incoherent. 
and refers to himself as though he were c 
poorly w ritten omniscient narrator. The 
other is young, incredibly intelligent, and IS 

perhaps the most eloquent chief e.xecuti\·e 
since Kennedy. Appearances, though, tell 
little, if an~~ of the real story. These guys 
agree on just about e\'el)·thing. They agree 
that welfare needs to be drasticallv 
reduced, they agree that the two p~· 
system is great, they both take in ridiculous 
amounts of "soft money" in their 
campaigns, they both think American jobs 
second to trade agreements, and they both 
think balancing the budget would be the 
greatest thing to hit the American econom\ 
since World War ll. These two guys seem 
more like two Republicans slugging it out 
in l\:'ew Hampshire than a Democrat and a 
Republican on the e\'e of the election. Yet 
another reason I can afford not to 
vote for Bob Dole ... I mean Clinton. 2 s• 
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We all know about urban legends. Most of us grew up 
in an urban or suburban area and all through childhood and 
puberty (and adulthood, as well) we have exchanged stories of 
the odd, the grotesque, the unbelie\·able. But who savs they' re 
unbelie\·able? It mav reallv ha\·e been \'Our friend's c~usin that 
did so and so. It ~ay have been with this person that the 
Legend was borne. My brain is oddly replete \\ith urban 
legends, so here are a few: 

I heard about a guy that went to my high school, 
although I didn't really know him too well, who worked at a 
deli down the street. Part of his job there involved using meat 
slicers to make the cold-cuts used for sandwiches. Anyway, one 
day he '"'as slicing up some meat and he accidentally sliced off 
the very tip of his left middle finger, but only about a-millimeter 
or h\"o. He managed to retrieYe the tip of finger and decided for 
some reason to save it. The process of decay went something 
like this: from pink and fleshy, it turned yellO\\' and rubbery and 
then finally black, shriveled, and hard. When it reached this 
stage, again for some unidentified reason, he decided to smoke 
it. So he smoked it. But really the most incredible thing was, he 
got high off it! 

One from the "in the microwave" series: a fellow my 
friend \'aguely knew once put cockroaches in the microwav~. 
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Unlike other creatures, which mainly explode after prolonged 
contact to gamma waves, the roaches were, for the first few 
minutes on "high", fairly complacent. As the time increased, 
the roaches actually seemed to feed off of the radioactive energy, 
scurrying about faster and faster. E\·entually, they seemed to 
become vel}' panicked, and it was shortly after this that thev 
had one last, final spasm of energy ~d were finally still, 
although they were said to twitch for a bit longer after the 
cooking process was finished. 

Fun fact: cockroaches can stav alive for a full ten davs 
without their heads. They will finally die of star\·ation. ' 

I just heard this one: my friend told me of tv,ro siblings 
he knew who, through some feat of bodily control, had 
managed to internally process poop into pee, so that they no 
longer poop; they only pee. 

My stepfather told me about the daughter of a work 
colleague. She was 5\\inuning in a swimming pool ";th one of 
those drain/suction things along the wall of the pool at the 
surface of the water. Being a curious and slightly mischievous 
girl, she wondered how it would feel to press her stomach 
against it. The suction then promptly tore a rip in her abdomen 
and sucked out her stomach and intestines. She was rushed to 
the hospital and they managed to connect the tubes of what was 
left. After she healed, she could eat foods but they would pass 
through, undigested, within hours and for nutrition, she had to 
spend several hours a day on an i.v. for the rest of her life. 

These legends are a part of our American heritage and they beg 
to be shared - submit your fa,·orite urban legends to The Other 
Side! f'D 



The Lowdown on Huntley's Prices 
Some serious questions are raised after an inquiry into how Huntley is run. 

by Sonya Angelica Diehn and Bill Pluecker 

, .~ ~ \ 

f 1 ,. 

Frances Weigand, the director of Huntley Bookstore, in 
a recent interview made clear the p roblem w ith the prices at the 
bookstore: the students have spent all summer earning a 
meager sa\'ings and upon return to school are inunediatelv 
forced to forfeit a quarter of it before the school \'ear has eve~ 
begun This has been the plight of the returning. student since 
time began, and the accompanying reaction has always been: "If 
they are here to aid our education, why can't they cut the prices 
just a little?'' 

Since the bookstore is here to help the students, one 
would be lead to believe that the adminsitrators ha,·e found us 
the best possible prices. Claremont University Center (CUC) is 
the fiye college, non-profit organization which runs the 
bookstore; making, therefore, the bookstore Itself non-profit. 
Howe\·er, in order to insure that the bills are pa1d, the store pulls 
in a 1-3St profit every year in addition to the balance required to 
pay expected costs, such as employee salaries and regular 
maintenance of the building. All excess profit goes into a 
general fund ·which cue controls directly. Though cue has 
control O\'er the profit in the end, it has little control O\'er the 
setting of prices in the beginning. 

All prices are decided by the administration of Huntlev. 
Textbooks and normal books are priced differently. The retail 
price is set by the publishers and then given a 20% discount 
because the books are going tmvards an educational purpose. 
One ,..,•ould assume that on most occasions textbooks are going 
toward educational purposes and would therefore recei\'e this 
discount from the publisher regardless. For regular books the 
manager of the store decides ·what sort of discounts might be 
offered. 

Ten books were chosen at random from the "?\ew 
Releases" section in Huntley and price checks were done on 
these books in comparison to the prices at both Crown and 
Barnes and l\'oble bookstores. The result was Crown beating the 
prices by an a\·erage of 56.50 e\·ery time, and Barne and Noble 
had the exact same p rice as Huntley in e\·ery case. Crown Books 
does guarantee a lower price, but then again so do most stores; 
it makes one wonder what is being done at Crm ... 'Il that could 
not be done at Huntlev. 

Another gripe of students on the campuses is: 'Why is 
my 570.00 science textbook only being bought back for 510.00? 
Well, Huntley buys books back from the students a t 50% of the 
new book price e\·ery time, no matter how many times it has 
been used, and then sells it back to the student for 75% the new 
book price. This special deal is o nly offered during buyback 
periods, and during normal times, a 10-25% buyback rate is 
offered. Also, H untley does not want all the books which 
students need to sell back, and a book wholesaJer is brought in 

at the end of each semester who never offers anything more 
than 10-25% buyback rates. 

There are efforts-being made at the store to lower prices 
in some ways. In past years an attempt was made to buy 80% 
used text books with the thought that 20% of the students 
would want new, un-marked books. Hm\lever, now 100% used 
text books is the goal of the store, because the prices on such are 
dramatically cheaper, and oftentimes the condition of the books 
is stilJ quite good. 

Since CUC runs the bookstore, the associate for inter
collegiate matters to the executi\·e vice-president, Trm Mahar 
was asked about the feasibility of some sort of financial aid 
being given to students from Huntley for the purchase of their 
books. His response was that each college handJes financial aid 
independently. It would make sense that a system could be 
organized for some \vay to ha\·e funding from cue to bring 
down the prices in the bookstore for alJ or some students at the 
colleges. Excess funds are brought in by the bookstore, and right 
now these funds are funneled into a general fund of CUC. Wln 
shouldn't these funds be used to subsidize books at th'e 
bookstore in order to bring down the prices for the students? 

In response to a question as to '"'\'hy there were no other 
bookstores on campus, Mahar responded that none ha\'e 
showed any interest. Is it possible, though, that if some sort of 
competition '"'ere to be set up between stores, lower prices 
might be achie,·ed? If the bookstore is not out to profit from the 
s tudents, why ha\·e no sub-<:ontracting possibilities been 
actively explored by CUC? The students have been shouldered 
with the burden of the bookstore prices for some time; if cue 
cannot improve the conditions, why can t they find someone 
who can? 

It seems that the bookstore is doing a worthy job of 
maintaining reasonable prices under the conditions which have 
been imposed upon it, gi\·en that the store has not recei\·ed any 
help from its larger parent corporation, CUC. Meanwhile it 
must compete as any other buisness in today's market by 
maintaining its building, gi, ·ing good salaries to its workers, 
and buying the office tools necessary for efficient and exact 
records. It appears that there are some large possibilities for 
improved senice which have not been exp lored. These are not 
possibilites which are open to HunUey itself, but rather to CUC 
and the large amounts of funds which are available to the larger 
corporation. High book prices ha,·e been a problem to students 
for some time, and the organizations which we fund should 
realize this and provide relief. liD 
Angelica is a writer and editor for The O ther Side. 
Bill is an editor with large hair and a large heart. 
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The rccen mgc:; of Pitzer P -esident ~1arilyn Chapin 
Masse) im oh ing former adminic:;trators Debra Rogers (Dean of 
Students) and Michael Te-.sier (Dirt'{:.tor of Student Affairs) has 
brought to the forefront of Pitzer pulitics many issues. What 
stands out among these, particularly because it affects the lives 
of the studen ts, is the issue of continuitv; or rather, the lack 
thereof within Pitzer administration. Th~e dismissals are not 
simply insular in affect to administration, but rather they end 
up affecting Pitzer in a much deeper way, from administration 
all the way down to the students. One example: 

Last Fall one particular student was ha\·ing a rough 
semester. Stress piled up with unidentifiable health difficulties 
and the last month, with four research papers d ue, was 
especially difficuJt. In addition to this, the student had a major 
conflict with the professor of one class. This student became 
gradually aware of what seemed to be inappropnate behah ·ior 
on the part of the professor, in\·oh·ing mean and degrading 
treatment in class. \Vas this conflict personal or professional? In 
any case, this student wound up in Debra Roger's office, 
explaining these problems. As far as the problem with the 
professor, she suggested a few things: forget abou t it, challenge 
the teacher's behaivior in class as inappropriate before a 
qualified board, and/ or challenge the grade he gives as fair or 
not before a similar board. Okay, everything seems normal so 
far. The discontinuity comes in here: d uring March, Sp ring 
semester, while the student is abroad, the stud ent receives the 
previous semester' s grades in the mail. Finding the grade of the 
class in question highly arguable, this studen t proceeds to write 
Debra Rogers a personal letter appealing for advice on the 
possible process of challenging the grade. The letter is never 
answered. When the student returns in Fall, tl1e student finds 
that Debra Rogers has been terminated as of the middJe of the 
last semester, and that now it is too late to challenge the grade. 
What happened here? The simplest answer would be that since 
the termination of Debra Rogers' position at Pitzer occurred 
either before or during the time when the letter would have 
arrived either in the period of shuffling administrative duties 
the student's issue was lost, or that when it arrived addressed as 
personal mail to someone no longer employed here, it was 
similarly lost, or forgotten. And what of the student? This 
student must li\'e with this unfair treatment; - due to the 
internal machinations of Pitzer administration, a students right 
to challenge the apparently inappropriate beha,ior of a facuJty 
member was thwarted. 

The reshuffling of responsibiJities that ine\'itablv occurs 
when old administrators lea\·e and new ones arri,·e ha; mvriad 
effects on Yarious le,·els. This reshuffling of jobs lea\·~ old 
administrators with new jobs they may not be sure hm.,• to 
handle, and with no one who knows the job to ask. Despite the 
existence of job orientation, no one knows the job better than 
someone who has worked it a long time, and when the predous 
employees are discharged, why would they ha\·e any incenti\·e 
to care about the future of the job? \ \'hat may this entail? In one 
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sttuation, the ~ director of Student Affairs is 
procedures for · g of Service Desk workers. 
months of hE job, he is not aware of the availabilit) of coffee, 
tea, and hot chocolate in the Mead lobb~~ a responsibility of the 
sen ice desk worker. This is not necessarily his fault - there was 
no one around to teach him this! 

But the issue of continuity extends far bevond the 
availability of coffee, tea, and hot c'hocolate to peopl~ passing 
through the ~ead lobbv. E\idence of discontinuitv and the 
ensuing irresponsibility -extends to a far more sinist~r Je,·el at 
Pitzer. The less time a person spends in a position, and the more 
often responsibilities are shuffled, the lower quality the 
management of this establishment will be. What, for e:"l.ample, 
of the alleged 5800,000.00+ debt that Pitzer somehow acquired 
last year? This is a gross example of mismanagement that 
created reverberations all the wav down the line. This mistake 
in bookkeeping apparently led in part to ~!assey's dismissal of 
administrators. But ho-w did this action solve the problem? 
These dismissals and subsequent payoffs could only ha\·e 
increased Pitzer's debt. The question to be asked in regard to 
this nearly million-dollar error is: was this simply a very stupid 
mistake, or was it somebody' s stupid mistake? \ \'as this, 
through a chain of effects, ultimateJy the result of discontinuity 
of positions and responsibilities within the beaurocracy? In any 
case one can't go back in time to see the truth of what happened, 
nor change any past methods of dealing with the problem. 

Let us return to the p resent. With regards to finance, the 
goal for correcting the error would be to bring in as much new 
money as possible. This translates into student body. This huge 
debt could be linked to the o\·ersized freshman class this 
semester, which is larger than Juniors and Seniors combined. 
The goal of attracting many new students has certainly been 
achie\·ed, but to \Vhat end? Overcro·wding in dorms and 
classes, resul ting in major discomfort for those new students 
here this semester. But again, it is oh so much more than 
discomfort: for how does this affect the atmosphere at Pitzer? It 
creates an undesirable situation for student's li\·es, which in 
turn affects the continuing enrollment, which causes even a 
discontinuity in student retention rate and possibly affects the 
desire of new students to come here. Reali\~ whv is the 
retention rate at Pitzer so low? Almost certainly 'beca~ this is 
often an unpleasant p lace to spend four Yery important years at. 
The crippled and drsfunctional system which governs and 
pervades existence here lacks continuity. 

Pitzer College is a delicate ecosystem - for this whole 
system is linked; to change one part affects the whole. Such 
changes ha,·e most recently resulted in irresponsibili ty towards 
the students, lowering the quality of life here. Which raises the 
issue: maybe Pitzer isn't for the students? Perhaps Pitzer 
College would better be described as a corporation. At least the 
structuring and actions of the administration suggest such. -
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students have no idea how Without a Box 
its name, or what its original purpose was 

the group was founded. "The Box" was 
years ago by David Strauss, a student who 

for an improv group at the Oaremont 
rehearsed and prepared for their first 

with two problems: w here to h.Wd their 
and what lo name the group. They had 

their first show on Pitzer campus, as they 
't>ut -there no suitable locations on 

have been an ideal 

os 

improve its academic 
alumni and trustees, draw 
recognition in general. I 
achieve all of these goals than 
other student performance 
Productions and Psyche and 
build Pitzer a black box 
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T h e State o f C 1 eve 1 and i s o n F i r e by Todd Berry 

A friend of mine recently called me. This does get interesting, 
bear with me. He lives in New York, and he recently went to a 
Conflict concert (a pivotal peacepunk band started in the early 
to mid eighties). He called to (among other things) complain 
about the show. ~at the show itself, as he was thrilled to see a 
band which shaped his youth, 
but to complain about the audi
ence. He said that the majority 
of the fans, especially in the 
"pit" (\Yhere, he says, fistfights 
were constantly breaking out), 
were EXACfL) the types of 
people that in ten years will be 
running or working for the 
very same corporations that 
Conflict opposes. After bitch
ing him out for generalizing, I 
realized that, in many ways, he 
is right. Punk itself has become 
so trendy that people "ho are 
part of the problem are becom
ing fans. 

Now, obviously, there 
are positi\·es to this. First and 
foremost, people who might 
have or will enter these corpo
rations may be in some way 
affected by the music, hope
fully the message, and realize 
the immoralities that these 
corporations are im·olved wi th 
must be stopped or corrected. These are my wishes. Howe\·er, 
I know a lot of people are into punk right now because it is 
"cool" to be. Well, that's fine, I guess. But it used to be (and still 
is, in many ways) more than a genre of music, but a tool for 
effecting change politically and socially. It seems to me that this 
aspect of the music has been ignored for far too long. 

Another positive aspect is the few people who now 
have a choice in what they listen to. A lot of people listen to it 
not because it's popular, but because they enjoy listening to it. 
This is also good. I'm tired of seeing people go with the flow 
and liking a band because it is deemed "popular" by such orga
nizations as KROQ and MTV. They have neither a clue what 
music is about nor what the musicians intend, but are only 
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concerned with what sells. In this column, I have tried to give 
bands with little or no exposure some recognition for what I 
deem is good music. Of course (note: upcoming disclaimer), 
these are just my opinions and should be treated as such. 1 o 
reviewer, dj, \i, or magazine can tell you what you will like. 

These reviews ha\·e been m\· 
opinion. If you have a l ~r

ing one, or want to give a band 
a chance, send us a piece or 
tape and we'll print it (or, at 
least, try to). But, most impor
tant!)~ judge for yourseh·es. 
You are the onlv one who can 
decide what you like, and in 
some cases, what you stand for. 
That said, this is my last re\iew 
column. It contains re,;ews 
which were cut from last issue; 
i.e., lots of stuff that's no more 
new than, say, six months, 
coupled .,.,·ith new releases. 
But it's still worth checking 
out. Give it a shot, popular or 
not. You might find something 
you like ... 
Neurosis: Through Silwr in 
Blood 
This, the fifth release from the 
best band to come out of the 
Bay Area in years, is in 
absolutely no ·way a disap

pointment. It picks up right where "Enemy of the Sun" left off, 
with a more tribal drumming feel, a unique grindcore sound 
(with more distinct melodies), and their patented primal 
screams which make you belie\'e that the whole album was 
concocted in a cave somewhere in Ireland or something. It's a 
bit more industrial then their last release (there's a ton of 
samples), but the nature of the music, i.e. the music itself, is not 
compromised. There's e\·en bagpipes, and Chris Force is back, 
supplying beautiful \iolin harmonies over the hardcore edge 
that is :-.!eurosis, the Tchaikovsky of hardcore. It's frightening, 
beautiful, and very real. My p ick of the month. Available on 
Release/ Relapse Records. 



Ps\-chic TV: Trip Reset 
Genesis P. Orridge has done it again with this, the first studio 
recording from Psychic in over se,·en years. For those of you 
unfamiliar with Genesis, he ~vas a member of one of the first 
industrial bands, the immortal Throbbing Gristle (Peter 
Christopherson of Coil fame also started with TG, then spent 
some time v-.rith Psychic before starting Coil). Genesis has since 
redefined himself over and m·er again with each Psychic 
release, and this is no exception. From the start, "The La La 
Song," \c\'e hear relaxing, folky music, added to by his own 
unique style of love song. From there, you arc thrust into the 
maddening, morosely melodic, industrial sound one would 
come to expect from Psychic T\~ with a touch of Dr. Seuss (a 
song called "Mother Jack;" a warped fairy tale experience). 
Very cool, \'ery disturbing, very much a Psychic TV album. 
A,·ailable from Oeopatra. 

The \Vedding Present :-.fini Plus 
Hey, another original band! 
(Actually, I'm not being cyni
cal) The band is, granted, a 
tittle mellower than the stuff 
I'm usually given, but it's reaUy 
great. It's sort of a combination 
of speed (not metal, the drug, 
or the Keanu movie; the miles 
per hour kind of speed) and a 
Pixies/Cramps kind of melodic 
content. The vocals, though 
slightly off key, ha,·e a certain, I 
don't know, nuance. A ge-ne
se-que, if you \c'\'ill (okay, so I 
can't speak [or spell] French. 
Bite me). It's relaxing, but not 
too relaxing. Basically, it's 
good drh·ing music. A,·ailable 
from Cooking \'inyl. 

Texas is the Reason: E.P. 
Good hard core stuff. This band 
could catch on in both under
ground circles and the new, trendy, upunk" scene (no, I'm not 
bitter). There are only three songs (at least on the copy we were 
sent), but all three are great. Really good drums, definitely no 
standard one-two's here. The guitars sound, well, punky. There 
is definitely some real creati,•ity seeping through, howewr, with 
almost an emo sound emanating from the Tool school of hard
core. Well, if Tool played faster, anyway. The vocals are pretty 
good; they match the overall feel of the music. So, basically, for 
a band who coined their name from a Misfits song ('Bullet' -look 
it up), they're worth checking out. Available from Revelation 
Records. 

Friends of Dean Martinez: The Shadm-,· of Your Smile 
Fatima Mansions on crack. Well, that was a first impression, 
anyway. Actually, it's pretty good, but extremely random, so all 
you close minded self-proclaimed quote unquote "indi,idual
ists," stay away from this one. However, if you are of the daring 
kind, give it a try. Granted, there are very few-if any-lyrics (I 
had trouble telling if they were random l}Tics, chant-like hums, 
or just really, neat-o guitar tricks), but it's definitely beautiful 
music. Incredibly well constructed, and just random. The style 
of songs range from a cowboy/ country kind of sound to a 

Gypsy Kings feel all the way down to a fifties rocJ.. band sorta 
sound. A whole heapin' helpin' of creati\·ity flourishin' here, so 
curl up with a loved one and a bottle of good ol' Tennessee Jad., 
flip it on, and enjoy (God, I wish I was a hick sometimes). 
Available from Sub Pop Records. 

Tool: Penima 
Tool is back. Their third release is finally out and it's fucking 
great. New bassist Justin Chancellor adds the perfect touch to 
the sound, and the album itself is far superior to anything 
they' , ·e done in the past. It's a combination of their two pre,i
ous albums, with the hardcore edge of Opiate added to the 
enchanting melodies of Undertow. There's e\·en a :-.font\· 
Pythonesque intermission (keyboards provided by Eb~ 
Schletter). An album against drugs or an homage to Bill Hicks? 
In his own words, •· ... the musicians ·who made all that great 

music ... real fucking high." 
There's also a bit about the end 
of the world. Yummy. 
A\·ailable from Zoo records. 

Well, that's about it. If you'd 
like to see anything re,·iewed, 
send a copy to TOS or reYiew it 
yourself and send that to us
hey, we're fle,ible. And now, 
time for some ,·erv belated 
"thank you"s from last year: 
The AIDS Benefit on ~far. 30th 
was a success, and we made 
close to 5300 for AIDS Project 
Foothill. I'd like to thank Matt 
Ramirez for organizing it, 
Charlie, Hilary, Alice, and 
\'ince for putting up with our 
shit, Batya for trying with a 
tough crowd (sorry), the bands 
(who all played for free): The 
Ruckus, The Cutouts, Clam 
Chowder, Page, and Offbeat; 
and, of course, all who came 

out and supported the event. Tharo.. a lot, everyone ... 
The eighth annual Rising Moon Concert (a benefit for Project 
Sister) also went off well, and I'd like to thank SPAM, ~lattv 
T\VO limes, Charlie, Chris, and all the bands: The Sages of 
Memphis, Geggy Teh, Matt :\!athanson, The Perfect Pitches, and 
Batya once again, for helping to raise close to 5500 for PS. 
Thanx. 

Todd Berry is the ,\!fusic &lilor m The Other Side mrJ 1~<1' 50:20 Jrind..-=:i~rt. 

-lam Frida\·: AVAIL on Lookout Records 
Yet another great release from the powerful band out of 
Richmond. Pre major table but I could not take it out of the 
cd player. Two brownie Points to Trm Barry for producing 
the most powerful \'ocals I ha,·e e\·er heard since Ray 
Cappo sang with Youth of to Day. For the most part the 
album is a mind blowing nonstop changing ball of emotion. 
I must recommend this album with flying colors. I also 
recommend: Mineral (The power of failing) Crank Records, 
and if you can find them; The Cut-Outs. fiD 

Mlithew Ramire;: IS the gmz!est Juding writer sinCl' jmues Joyce. 
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So I sit once again in front of my computer, trying to 
decide how to fit all of the disparate little bits of rantings I want 
to put into a single Hte Other Side article. These articles are, for 
those of you new to either the magazine or my articles, a simple 
"''ay for me to be able to vent in various manners about the state 
of music and my special ,;ew of certain bits of music. It has 
branched out from being straight " music re,·iews" to being 
some sort of stream-of-consciousness rant about music and 
music related things (and 1 get to decide what becomes a 
" thing"). Actually, I begin to wonder at points about whether 
my friends ha\·e actually conspired to pay off The Other Side so 
that I won't spend all of my time boring them with these rants. 
l don't know. 

\\'hat 1 decided to do for this article is to take mv radio 
show from Oct. 5/6 (my radio show runs from ~1idnight to 3 
A.i\·1. on Saturday nights) and force it into a print medium. This 
wili do a couple of things; first off, it will let me gi\·e a huge plug 
for my show which could use some more listeners from the 5 
Colleges. Secondly, it is going to let me pull all of the stuff I was 
thinking about putting into this article together without 
sounding any more scattered than I absolutely ha\'e to. So, here 
goes: 

The Playlist (with additional editorial) from the Purple Pope 
Show of October 5, 1996 All information will be listed as 
follows- Band: Album: Song Played: Ranting - in that order: Ui 
Untitled 12" Liquid Leg lew York Band in the "post-rock" \'ein 
with other bands like Stereolab, Tortoise, and 

Liminal: J osferatu: Carpathia: Liminal is the band of the a bon 
OJ Olive which has created a very cool soundtrack for the silent 
film 1osferatu. Once again he proves that a DJ can do more 
than provide samples and beats or do a little mixing and 
·scratching. 1ore DJs could take a hint from this man. If any oi 
my readers know the "scene" which he comes out of, pleasL 
contact me- 1 ha,•e heard rumors that he is somehow im•oh·ed 
in the whole Bill Laswell scene. But. then again, who isn't? 

Oval: Systemisch: Post-Post: A very strange group of German 
techno artists which has emerged. This particular one happens 
to scratch COs, play them, and use the results as samples. Ven· 
odd but also very soothing, in a strange sort of way. 

Peter Greenawav & the Halfler Trio: One Dozen Economical 
Stories: There is something ,·ery appealing when your favorite 
filmmaker works with a band/artist which you have an 
amazing amount of respect for. Unfortunately, this particular 
track was not nearly as good as most of the rest of the CD. 
Despite this fact, however, the work as a whole is amazing. 

lames Plotkin: Joy of Disease: Disease as a Child: This guy" is 
a , ·el!' varied man. He used to lead the band Old, which was at 
first \'ery strange speed metal and then moved into gabber 
techno territory (,·ery hard techno for them what don't know). 
Now he has gotten into dark ambient dub territory \\rith Mick 
Harris (ex-:\!apalm Death), whom he also works \\rith in Harris' 

Entertainment. Quite okay stuff. ,..---------------~ 
band Scorn. A woman singer and 
somebody who also works with the 
Young Gods also appear on this 
album of ,.el!· atmospheric, very 
dark stuff. Unfortunateh· this is an 
import (from Japan no .less), so it 
may be a tittle harder to find. 

Zeni Ge,·a: 7": Bloodsex: Japanese power 
sludge metal. Played this because someone 
requested some other band which started 
with "Z" and 1 couldn't find it, so I figured it 
was only fair to play a little Zeni Geva. 

Silver Apples: Contact: I ha,·e known Lm·e: 
Hippie rocJ.. band which happens to be a big 
influence on the aforementioned "post-rock" 
scene. 

Tomita: Pictures at an Exhibition: The 
Gnome: The ~1oussorgsk.·y that all the kids 
are grooving to. 

Boredoms: Super Roots 6: "12": Japan's finest 
funky noise guys and gals return on an album which, in theoJ!', 
shouldn't be able to find at KSPC. 

~tandible Chatter: Audio Drudge #-1: Munzert in \ Venzel (part 
1): Actually, Audio Drudge is a magazine which brings out a 
cassette compilation with each issue. I first heard this track 
•Nhile dri,·ing through the desert in southern Idaho to go to the 
first ever breeder reactor. Odd droney soundscapes Lhal made 
the desert come all the more alive. 

Ikue Mori: The Garden: Pit and the Pendulum: A truly amazing 
piece made all the more so by the fact that she only uses a drum 
machine on this album. 
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\'oice of Eve: You'd Sell a Rat's 
Asshole to a Blind ~fan as a 
Wedding Ring: Untitled: A 
track from Texas band Voice of Eye 
on this compilation ,..,·ith a reall~ 

bizarre name. Voice of Eye usually 
does ambient industrial stuff but 
the compilation as a whole ranges 
from Goth to experimental to 
standard industrial from a bunch of 
other Texas bands. 

Guy Kuce\·sek: Stolen Memories: The Gunks: Um ... this 
gentleman just happens to be an experimental accordionist from 
:\"ew York. There is actually another experimental accordionist 
around from Portland by the name of Miss Murgatroid who is 
more noise based, while Guy is more on a jazz le\·el. Sometimes 
I just feel silly describing this stuff. 

Missing Foundation: Missing Foundation: Sucked into Eternity: 
These guys (also form ew York) were rumored at one point to 
be on the FBI's list of terrorist organizations. This album from 
1988 or so really isn't as good as the I~ore the White Culture 
album which is a bit more recent. Still, the word "primal" pops 
to mind. One of those sheer blasts of energy. 



\'agina Dentata Organ: Cold ~teat 12 : Sex Star I: Probably the 
most disturbing trad.. I played aU night. Sex Star I begins with 
sounds of someone ha,·ing sex and slowly take those sounds 
and degenerate 0\·er the course of the recording until the result 
is a most unholy type of noise. 

Fetisch Park: Trost: Trost Part 2: A German based group on 
Extreme Records whkh has brought out this very interesting 
piece about the brothels in India using source material not just 
from there but also from one of the artists' own historv. 

William Hooker: Armageddon: Time (Within): Hooker is a free
jazz drummer who has worked with Thurston \lfoore and many 
others. Here he is playing with OJ Olive as he did while he was 
on tour this summer. That was one of the most physical 
e'\periences I ha\·e maybe e\·er 
had at a concert. The Yarious 
frequencies make you do far 
more than just l isten to the 
music. 

Richard Teitelbaum: Golem: 
Cantorial Choirs: This a part of 
the Radical Jewish Culture series 
on Tzadik Records. This album 
is an "interacti\·e opera" based 
on the myth of the Golem 
created to protect the Jewish 
community of Prague. 

Derek Bailev: Guitar, Drums, 
and Bass: D~JBB (cake-mix): 
This is an amazing album. 
British experimental guitarist 
Bailey teams up with jungle OJ; OJ ~inj which is e\·en more 
interesting than a lot of the fairly decent jungle floating about. 
I'm not sure hm\' to rave about this enough and I'm also not 
sure ho\'\' to describe it adequately. Just realize that of all of the 
albums I am mildly supportive of in this article, this (or the next 
album I will talk about) is the one you should track down if you 
don' t do any thing else. It is like nothing else out there right 
now. 

During the last hour of my show I try to play an album 
in its entirety, which should be heard that \vay because aU to 
often at radio stations we get too preoccupied with cutting 
things down to three minute little bits which are palatable and 
forget that the piece was really meant to be heard as part of the 
whole. I often play a lot ot conceptual material (the abo\·e 
mentioned Golem, Frank Zappa, and the Radio Inferno by 
Andreas Ammer and F. M. Einheit) as well as albums which are 
only one track (Halfler Trio's Kill the King pops to mind here). 
For the Oct. 5 show I decided to play a most wonderful album 
by the name of Folds and Rhizomes for Gilles DeLeuze on the 
Milles Plateaux label (distributed by Sub Rosa). It is one of 
those dreaded tribute albums which, although I haven't ever 
ranted about them in this particular column, it may be coming. 
"Ah, the hypocrisy," you mutter (or at least I mutter it) and 
getting aU defensive and uppity and w hat not, I add that this is 
not a tribu te album to a band bu t rather to a philosopher. This, 
I suppose, only opens me u p to more criticism about being 

pretentious, but I ha,·e ceased to care. After all, Gilles De l euze 
died rather recenth and shortly before that I had decided that . -
he was, in fact, the philosopher for me, even if he was wrong. 
He injected into philosophical "ritings a really crazed style, 
both pacJ...ed with information and hard to read in the style of all 
those other post-modernists. He also wrote in this crazy, giddy 
style which talks in slogans and rambles on about the Pink 
Panther. 

On the Folds and Rhizomes album, a number of really 
great creati\·e techno artists get together to pay an informal 
tribute to this great man. ~1ouse on \.tars contributes a track., 
e:\-Loop-sters by the name of ~1ain, 0\·al, Scanner ""·ho have 
always used police scanners to record people's cordless phone 
calls and use the material in their tracks (think about the fact 
that you may be contributing to a great work of art the next time 
you are on the phone), and Hazan & Shea aU are featured on this 

compilation and it becomes what I may 
consider to be the best album of the vear unless 
something really, really great comes along. 1 
figure that I will finish this re,·iew off by 
mentioning that in the next article I will be 
talking about why Rev. Zach doesn't e\·en have 
a CD player this semester and what has 
happened to him because of it. r\ot to gi\·e 
away too many secrets, I will mention that old 
Brian Eno albums and the soundtrack to The 
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly have become very 
important to me of late. Also, here is a quote 
from the liner of Folds and Rhizomes for Gilles 
De Leuze: 

Tools, Signs and Ritorelles: 
"'L' anti-Oedipe was written by the two of us 
and since each of us was several, we were 

____ .... already quite a crowd.' it is not the basis of this 
sentence, the 1st in .Mille Plateaux that we conceived of sub rosa. 
from the beginning, we wanted to be more than a label; a 
machine perhaps, composed of peaks and troughs, of 
tranquillity and doubt. that's the way things go- the miracle of 
an epiphany, under the rose, the intimate utterance of a 
friendship; something beautiful, that grows, that changes, that 
passes and then comes back in another form, the pack that 
breaks up and reforms in the shado"'' of a wood, the dryness of 
a desert. 

"With that, we refashioned something else, with the text 
we made sound. the sound went off we know not where (no 
doubt with that, things will come back one day in other forms) 
a deer breath. we set out once again. one must find one's place 
in life, for one is alh·e and theworld goes on. 

"Obviously, this is not an official tribute to this great 
figure, one of the foremost of our time. it is only the fratemal 
salute of a few young people who admire him deeply; and who, 
better still, were one day helped in their lives and in their 
creations by his writings. 

"Gilles deleuze, you have given us so much 
encouragement, so many signs of friendship, that his is but the 
slightest hint of what we could express to you." f9 

Zad1 Pall's name in German means UTasty 01icken ", Ire wears a 
leather jacket and writes regularly for I11e Other Side. 
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Vegetarian Beef Soup 
I have been a student at Pitzer for 

one month now and it seems like I have 
been here for years. This sense of ease 
either results from hallucinations caused 
by sleep deprivation or actual happiness. 
Expecting my first steps as a college 
student to be a tremendous transitional 
moment in my life, I "vas surp · 
in reality, I felt like I '"'as at 
camp. For those of you who 
spent time at summer camp, day 
fun activities, scheduled me 
scheduled sleeping hours, and li 
cabin with h\•enty other people. 
for the cabin, orientation week r 
me exactly of camp. My mentor, a 
a counselor, led our group to eve 
to every discussion, and even to 
party. Then, before I could e\·en s 
happening, summer camp ended an 
was in college. Walking to meals w ithou 
my group, waking u p on my own, and 
figuring out the laundry machines with
out any help can make anyone feel like a 
legitimate college student. I feel like I 
should remember the moment I really 

pointless COJWeda1ti0 
in the morning. 
friends cannot 
possible answer to 
are so boring. 
feel like important 
are going on \vithout 
decide to study during the day and 
socialize with friends at night. This plan 
could work, but I always end up ~ 
asleep from the time classed end 
dinner. For now, [ have given up 
elaborate plans to be an efficient college 
student. Realizing that every ~ .. h.,_.,. 

similar problems, I just go with 
and study when I can (even if it 

g up aU night). Who said you 
to be awake in college 

began to stand on 
my own, but the 
mentor groups 
really made it 
possible to drift 
into college life 
fairly easily. 

A small voice inside 
my head commented, 

"Well, it is Pitzer." 

However, everything during 
orientation did not go smoothly. One day 
I ventured to ask mv roommate a rather 
absurd question. I wondered if she was 
as confused about the dining schedule as 
I was. Honestly, I really did not think that 
I would ever truly understand the system 
of which times students were allo·wed to 
eat. Kow, a month later, I ha\·e to laugh 
that one of the most complex ideas for me 
to comprehend at college was the dining 
schedule. (And a let of people feel the 
same way ... so it's not just me.) However, 
as time has passed I've grown very used 
to the schedule Pitzer students hold . We 
go to sleep around 3 or 4 in the morning 
and get up around 9 or 10 AM, if we' 
lucky. We go to class, eat, sleep, 
talk, procrastinate ... yep, I'm at college. 

At the beginning of every ·week I 
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tive student noticed the vegetarian beef 
soup being served in the cafeteria. 

fJO 

- , . 

Using 
cosm, I have observed that minority 
students segregate themselves and sit at 

togt!dler. Obviously, people get 
w ho have common 

but I still and it 
witness this phenomenon 

People who I to last 
coming to said that aU 

the students get every possible 
way but then this rift in the 
student me. Why do 
the create small groups 

ttw .. ~.~~ in the dining hall? Is it an 
act which only means that 

friends sit with friends or is this a symp
tom of a deeper problem at Pitzer 
College? 

I have heard that Pitzer has dras
tically changed in the past few years, and 
for the worse. This arouses my curiosil) 
because, even with its few problems 
Pitzer seems like a pretty good place tc 
me. There seem to be a tremendo~ 

amount of opportunities at Pitzer whid 
we could not find at most other colleges 
To this point the viewbook has held truE 

I hope that students will challengt 
j,c:~-rP'""r•n<><: they find between thE 

and the actual college. I reall) 
the random aspects of Pitzer tha 

hopefully continue to shock mt 
day, but anything can be madE 

better. And at Pitzer, the students haVE 
the freedom to change the things they fee 
are wrong. f9 

Su::mme Fostt>r is a Freshma11 at Pit::er. She is 
a lTi(}-C/U?m major wl1o uwnts to do her thesis in 
aJ1imal behavior around meat. 



cortec::tiOJns'tta:le-171 the AU, • ...,. 

The people referred to are riot The of Population in Resistance, but are 
the Communities of Popular Resistance and are made up of ISO families, not individuals. 

s:mr~~ 
rose. e got up fro 

floor and in muffled panish and ar we struggieii to 
understand enough. We dici so we pulled our things together 
and hauled them down to the landuz, a wooden boat rocking in 
the big river water. We sat still and nervous in the blue 
darkness. We had just stepped off the shore of Guatemala and 
realized that on the other side - w here we would not go - was 
the war tom state of Chiapas, Mexico. The idea of borders 
moved me then; how they pen people in or pull them-tempt 
them across, how on one side people create what happens on 
the other, and I thought about how some do not believe in them 
and others form their identities within them. Borders are a 
historical thing: bound li\·es and existences, people and stories 
containing each other 0\·er time. 

In this calm before day, in the safety of my North 
American skin, I looked at that Zapatisa revolutionary territory. 
Guatemalans took refuge there fifteen year~ ago and now 
another dirty fight for land and dignity rages. 1 had been asked 
to keep my eyes open for any signs of Mexican military 
presence on the Guatemalan side, because sometimes the 
counterinsurgency was fought from both sides of the border -
the same forces \;olently quelling the same struggle. 

We were headed down the Rio Uswnacinta to \isit one 
of the three internal refugee communities in Guatemala These 
are the Communities of Population in Resistance (CPRs) who 
lived in hiding v.•ithin their own country for over ten years. The 
CPR we were going to visit has lived since the early 1980's in the 
rain forest territory of the western Peten, the larges t 
departamento in Guat~mala Before they fled, many were Ladino 
campesino farmers who had formed cooperatives and collectives 
in the late 1970's as a wav of better sustaining themselves. This 
high level of organization made them a target during President 
Lucas Garcia's regime of selective political murders. This was 
followed by Rios Montt' s indiscrimina te scorched earth policy 
(where all -living and unlhmg things-including people and 
crops- were burning to the ground, eliminating any trace
except ashes--of their existence). Both policies \\'ere aimed at 
eliminating any threat of popular organization or resistance, 
which the government officially accused of being communist or 
guerrilla motivated and both regimes were funded, trained and 
ad\ised by the CIA and government of the United States. 

Dilling this time the people \vho now make up the 
CPR-Peten witnessed massacres of many 10\·ed ones and 
comrades, narrowly escaping their ovm murders by fleeing to a 
remote area of the Peten' s threatened rain forest. Over the 
follm\mg years small groups met up with others and eYentually 
formed a solid community where they li\'e in an organized, 
collective wav. 

We shared the long motorized lLmclza with seYeral men 
from the CPR and three people from a non-gO\·emmental 
organization. The ~GO people were \;siting the CPR to do an 
assessment that will aid in the community's de\·elopment. 

fJl 

ionfo 
assi~tance to the communit . 'e were just a couple o 
concexned kids from the US, eager to learn of f from 
us but \·ery much a result of our own lifestyles (i.e.. US 
economic, military and political influence which is funded by 
our taxes). We never did end up making ourseh·es useful - but 
perhaps our way of doing that is being realized now, by raising 
awareness in our own country based on the tremendous things 
we learned there. 

Some hours later, after the sun shone m·er the green 
thickness of jungle, "''e stopped along the steep river bank. 
There we traded places with an international obserYer group on 
its \-vay out. At the top of the bank we were met b\ a small 
family who guided us on 0ur path intL- the commwuty. \\'e 
walked through a field of ' rp.:>rs and on through the new 
green com. The yet unt 1uds rested ahead, '"~'·e the 
unfamiliar canopy. \\'e trc mg in our new rubber boots, 
tripping on roots, a"·oidi nnes and tree tr~ and 
trying to keep our balance u. the thick mud, listening to torest 
sounds new to us. A half an hour later our group was greeted 
and welcomed at the entrance path to Esmaralda, the largest 
and most central of the four small aldeas, or small villages, all 
named in honor of comrades kllled in the years of ·war. We 
looked through the trees in that more open area at the many 
open champns, homes and buildings made of wood and ·woven 
palm fronds. 

We were soon divided and sent to lunch in the se\·eral 
nucleos. These are kitchens and eating areas which are shared by 
groups of families to even out the distribution of labor and serve 
as central places to spend time together. On our way we passed 
the sastraria, or se,,mg shop. There sat a group of men behind 
old peddle pusher Singers-humming away. We found out later 
that the men take sizes from people in all four aldeas and ~ew up 
shirts, pants, skirts and shorts for all who need them lf 
something needs doing it is done-people do not hold to the 
value of immediate pay back. E\·eryone has a job, everyone 
does it and e\·ervone shares in the return. 

We beg~ very much to like our meals of beans and 
tortillas with chili and salt. \\e drank our atol-a traditional 
Mayan hot com drink-gratefully. All this \vas grown there on 
that land. It had been a good year and everyone ate well. The 
people know this very deeply because they li\'ed for years 
hidden under that canopy--very close to mud and roots, 
without such a basic thing as a full stomach. Also in the years 
past the people could not bum their fires to cook during the da\ 
for fear that the pursuing army would discover them by smokt: 
and launch yet another offensive. 

The}· struggled for years to grow their com-in nooks 
and on edges of rising hills-too steep or too hidden for the am1y 
to descend in their helicopters to slash it or burn it. We were 
told that when the people could not eat their com they were 
profoundly affected and saddened. For the ~lay an creation • 
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myth is that humans were made from com- it makes them 
whole and real. Although these people are Ladiuo (of mi"\.ed 
Spanish and Indigenous heritage), making their social status 
distinct, it is their story and history also; they too are bound by 
life experience to the tradition of growing com on their milpas 
and preparing tortillas. They were forced barefoot and exposed 
to the heat and rain of the jungle forest where the strongest 
people subsisted on fruits and roots and the others did not. The 
community lost manY elders but is now booming with children 
in this afte~ath of r~lief and with the instinct of sun;val, given 
time and space in settlement. 

I learned something in those ten short days there-more 
than just the peoples slowly rising grip on a healthy life and 

they prepared tortillas e\'ery day together and then sitting to 
rest and to talk and laugh. They are working for and sustaining 
themselves and there is pride and beauty in what they do. And 
they reap in full the fruits of their labors-so unlike that majority 
forced to produce for others, for the ambiguous and all too 
powerful world market. 

There is not much money but the people of the CPR do 
not live in poverf)j for poverf)• comes from the outside or the 
other side of the border sometimes, imposed by those ""ho want 
more than sustenance, more than earth's gift of land, those that 
are willing to stand in the blood and on the backs of other 
human beings, gripping the necks and hardened hands of 
children-to ha\'e what they want-even belie,mg that it is their 

But there in this rare comer of the world and of 
,11~L<alc:uu:ua, populated by only 150 people, I saw for 

...::::::r-"""'=- - - -------.... ..1-.p.;~-~ first time in my short experience, not the effects 
of capitalism and imperialism and greed and free 

trade, but instead I saw the first results of a 
moment of freedom, the aftermath of a 

chance at self realization and sufficiency 
which was not given, but taken through 

life of resistance. These people who 
rising publicly after so many years 
forced hiding, are making a life- a 

and acceptable life- for 
tthPrr•c:Pives. Given a moment of stolen 

a Little time of quiet, taken 
pectedly--without murder and 

, ._.,.n.'"non- and they are sustaining 
Sharing this land and \vork 

e\'eryone eats, everyone works 
everyone receiYes in abundance. \\'ith 

land -and historv and tradition and 
they are stoppirlg their own suffering. 

And then one evening when the air was moist 
vellow and the last Light \\·as setting 0\·er all 
green, a thought rose in me. lt is not a new one 

·- .... v .... for the first time I understood it as a reality
I scrawled it big across my journal lest I e\·er 

•f,,ra•>~ or stray from its meaning. It is simply that 
...J~..!llmere would be no poor people if there were no rich 

~------~-~--~-~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~-~~~- ~~~ro~~w~this~a their routine. I understood, almost suddenly, the great benign process. Capitol is acquired through the accumulation 
significance and power of land in people's lives. After seeing of resources, including labor, which are rompeted for on 
other parts of Guatemala and other "non-industrialized" unequal terms-thus riches are created only by the laboring 
countries where there are vendors of eYery kind and of every hands of the poor, directed by the reaper. 
age in the street, kids sleeping next to their ovm shit on There is enough land, food, medicine and water in our 
sidewalks because there is no other place to go to do either one world to hold everyone in health, dignity and reJati\'e sanity. 
of those things, women so worn down-haYing been beaten into The desperate and sad thing is our lack of creativity and 
the strength they now cling to for the sun'ival of their families, recognition-our willingness to succumb to the idea that greed 
the blatant prostitution of very young girls, men in broken is human nature and therefore forgivable . \ Ve don't want to 
down bodies robbed of the time and energy and space to create belieYe that we are responsible and powerful-then •Ne would 
their own li\·es- ha\'ing always needed to work for someone have to feel very deeply the pain of the affected and the distant. 
else. ~lost ob\;ous are the children-orphaned or not, homeless And that would be shattering to our clean, indi\·idual, material 
or not--who cannot afford to go to school becauc;p of expensive "''orlds. We would begin to see that left alone people are 
supplies and uniforms and also because their precious youthful capable of li\'ing better than merely sun·hmg. We would also 
energy is needed so desperately to feed themselves or their see the luxury around us crumble off the backs of the masses of 
families. the world as 'they stand up and ""alk away. 

There I was, in this beautiful rain forest land, eating and The people of the CPR-Peten are not yet free. They do 
sharing in abundance-watching children play with freedom not own the land they live on, so they li\·e in constant threat of 
and go to school with time and energy, and women relaxed as being displaced. The land they are occupying, while not 2 9• 
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Other Sid · 

in H as "drug 
use, governance, campus turmoil, trust between campus 
IUI!riStit. uencies, and the campus image of s tudent affairs. ' What, 
IP.eclticaU}"~d in your words, are the reasons for the lack of 

unity at Pi tzer? 

Jackie Peterson: Hmm, this is a question that I've thought about 
a lot. I mean ad nauseunt. I've really thought about it over the 
past few years. What makes community so difficult to establish 
here? And there are a couple of things. I think for one thing, 
there's the clissidence and the collegiate values of people here 
of individuality and so forth. And that notion with the notion 
of community. And you know, really understanding that it is 
possible that individuals make up the community, so it's 
possible to hold on to one's indi\-i.duality and be a part of a 
greater community. And I think we do struggle a lot \\-i.th those 
:wo particular notions. So that, more on a kind of metaphysical 
le\·el there. 

I think, specificall}~ communication seems to be another 
big challenge. The mechanisms by which we do that are often 
:lums}~ clumsy at best. 1 think that that in turn causes 
miscomunication, inaccurate communication, or incomplete 
:ommunication sometimes. And those things can ultimatelv 
lead to feelings of mistrust by the \·arious constituencies. So:l 
think that that s one of the major issues that I see ·which 
:ontributes to this perception and notion (Both words or not) 
that seem to be prevalent among members of this community. 

OS: Howard \'Voodruff also writes that there seems to be a 
'shroud of secrecy" 0\·er the relationships of the students to the 
faculty, of the students to the administration, and of the 

t Mr. Woodruff, a long-time personal friend of Jackie Peterson. leas 

'1ired by the administration to emluate the discontent so ei!ident and 
50 clearly artiwlated by students, faculty, and staff . He wrote a 
report from his emluation entitled It's Not Al10ut Art", which is 
m!ailable cost-free in the Dem1 of Students office. 
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are 
regular, 

college cliscussion on our core values because 
strategies, ways that you accomplish various things and so 
forth, chan e. But, I think at the heart, there are a set of core 
\"alues that Pitzer has, and- e should be reminded o n an annual 
basis of what se core values are, that \\"e are all still in 
agreement with these particular values. And then from th ere, 
there can be debate about the various strategies of upholding or 
supporting and trying to bring to fruition those values. 

OS: On that same note, what do you personally as the vice 
president, and the Dean of Students, see as the future of Pitzer? 

JP: I am really excited about Pitzer 's future. As a college \\rhich 
is still fairly young, it's still kind of growing and maturing and 
coming to being and I think that with any maturational process 
there are going to be bumps along the wa)j and ups and downs, 
etc. I think that in general the future is very strong .. .I think 
we are really bright and really \·ery well positioned for making 
\'ery significant impact. 

OS: In the last few years, from what I understand, Pitzer has 
had a really different tone than it did five or ten years ago, and 
it ,.,.ill probably continue to keep changing, and a lot of those 
changes are due to structural and policy changes. Talking about 
the core Yalues at Pitzer, not just idealisticall\•, but structurally 
and with policy; how do you see Pitzer as changing in the ne~t 
few vears? 

JP: Well, I guess when we say different tone'' I think that those 
changes are just ine\·itable changes, I honestly belie\·e that. You 
know, if we look at a Pitzer of the late sixties or the earlv 
seventies when our population O\'erall was mavbe a third ~f 
what it is now, and maybe it was more feasibl~ to think that 
e\·en·one could fit in the Grove House. But even•one won t fi t 
in the li\ing room of the Gro\·e House anymor~, and in fact 
there's absolutely no place on this campus, no one room, no one 
area where e\'e~·body can feel accommodated any longer. 1 0\\' 

that sa significant change from the Pitzer of the past and 1 9-. 
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I11e Other Side watched the second Presidential Debate on October 16th. We listened to what lhetj lmd to say, 
took it under consideration and consulted ·with se-veral eminent Scientologists as to what they might have been 

thinking during their statments. I11e following is a transcription of some of their 1.mrds and thoughts. 

THEIR WORDS THEIR THOUGHTS 
"I dorz ' t uuderstm1d n·l1y pt"'Ople are usmg the term "special rigl1ts" <t·lzm the questio11 is equal rigllts. Could you llelp me i11 uuderstmuli11g tlzat ?'' 

DOLE 
We shouliG't discriminate - race, color, whate\·er, lifestyle, disability. 
eLU\.'TON: 

want to answer your question, but let me say one other thing. We 
don t need a constitutional amendment for kids to pray. 
OOLE:.. 
This is America and ,,-ere all proud of it. But were not there yet. 

DOLE: 
Whate\·er ... 
CLINTO.: 
I don' t want to answer your question, but let me say one other thing. 
We don't need a constitution. 
DOLE: 
And we ne\"er will be, but if I get elected the time will pass faster. 

"I believe flint when cl'e are able to come together and stop fighting amongst ourseh.'es, we will get along a lot better. 111ese are tile ideals nnd 
morals that tee are trying to teach our children in tlrese days. Yet, we don't seem to be practicing them in our Goi!emment, in anytliing.If you 

are President, hm.l• ·will you begin to practice rdwt we are preaclring to our c/iildren, tl1e fuhtre of our nation?" 

DOLE: OOLE: 
I said in my acceptance speech in San Diego about two months ago, 
The exits are dearly marked if you think the Republican Party is 
someplace for you to come if you're narrow-minded or bigoted or 
dorrt H.ke certain people in America. 

Wait a minute, I'm narrow minded and there's a lot of people in 
America I don't like. 

LE EAST 
··~ \'i.mld you, as Presidmt, send American troops to Israel or Hze ~\est Bank as peace kt'qii'Ts? .. 

DOLE: 
We're inaeasing defen_.;e reasonably, not too much, but we are 
mcreasmg aefense some because we want to be prepared in case 

ebody here gets called up, Jason. 
CUJ\10. ·: 

d there s less than 1 percent difference between my budget and the 
Republican budget on defense. 

If 1\ e on t build more B-2 bombers in California - we lost about 
- ,900 jobs out in California because of this de\·astation, these big, 
big cuts. 

DOLE: 
Wait a minute, was his first name Jason ... or ... \1eredeth- Anyway J 
you little shit, you'll be the first drafted on the front lines when I'm 
President 
CLD.IOX. 
And there s less than 1 percent difference b:!tween my ,-iews and the 
Republicans'. 
DOLE: 
Who am l kidding, if we don't build more B-::! bombe~ in Cahfornia fll 
ne\·er be able to im·ade Manitoba. 

"About 30 ye11rs ago, I <Tas 11 prpc-plu::o a d11y mall, OK? ){m mentioned 111 a ;;t,11t"'111el!l }fOil said :>L'me tunl! 11go tlmt you didr1 I think mcotine <cas add1ctiL'e. 
l \'auld you mrc to- arc 11011 still- hold to tlmt stt1fement or do you u•i;;l! to recant. or explain _vourself?" 

DOLE: 
I was asked a technical queshon: ··Are they addicti\·e? ~laybe they're 
-they probably are addictiw. I dont know. I m not a doctor. You 
shouldn't smoke. You ought to be glad you quit. Thirty years? 
DOLE: 
.If you stop the drugs, nobody s going to use the drugs. 

CLI.'.!ON: 
""-'e"ve done a lot more [about smoking] and I hope we get a chance to 
talk a tit. 
DOLE: 

y should smoke, young or old. But particularly young people 
shouldnot smoke. 
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DOLE: 
Sa,·e vour butt Bobb\ bo\·. - . . 

DOLE: 
But someone's got to smoke them, and if I'm elected that will be the 
first job I take care of, to smoke a nice fatty of kind ... in the Lincoln 
bedroom. 
CLJ)...'TO~: 

I don't want to talk about that. 

DOLE: 
\ \'hate\'er ... 



Can we escape the hype? RPalic;tically, no, we cannot. 
Propaganda and idealism follow us our daily li\'es, 
especially within the isolation of Pitzer. we go, that 
illustrious character, Hype, seems to 
half-truths from every angle. And though 
those omnipresent media-textbook-a<illllli~ 
cui tural-personal-theoretical-hypocritical 
us ,..,'ith dubious charm, inevitably we 
their influence. Effectively humanity 
unsuspecting. are messengers of 
others; together we create the 
as lh'ing. breathing examples of 
beneath this paradoxical plane, that 
we assume is buried somewhere in that 
recognize it if we found it? 

California, my friends ba 
last place on earth to conduct 
real," they pledged, as they 
consequences of my mo\'e cros,s:<ountry to 
prepared for a California whk ped wi 
tranquillit} flourishing ben 
mv friends from Boston an 
idiocy and naivete. :'\one 
California, but each had 
the West Coast in its 
ifhe general attitude 
actually feel the 
against their 
friction. One 
are bewildered by 
de\·oid of their 

tangled and complicated reality. 
5o we keep it real within our idyllic ha\'en of 

intelligence and commitment, unfazed by surroundmg cities 
and their confusion. Yet, since we are also cut off from the rest 
of the world by our token college bubble, how " real" can we 
claim to be "keeping it", anyway? And keeping contact through 
textbooks, newspapers, tele\·ision, etc., only brings us back to 
the bias and abject marketability of these (media-induced) 
thoughts, reminding us of the fact that we are, in fact, in college 
preparing to become marketable commodities within the 
'"'orkforce ourseh•es, to be bought and sold? {A de\·astating 
thought, suggested by Lako Tongun and Joe Parker in my lntro. 
to International and Cultural Studies course). 

We are, here at Pitzer, encompassed by the 
influence of conflicting realms of reality; with 

about our situation I become increasingly 
\\'ith the urgency of it. Thankfully, I cannot 

us of generic college futility: I see no protests 
when there are actually no Whales 

Whale-Killers to indict. We do not live 

we are as easily 
media force; that we 

sizzling with 
one another. I gh·e no 

we are, uniquely, a 
V<::\.4U.:>"' it is1. pelt)· excuse 

,,.L____ X", - it would be a 
l&l·ul.tl.., that we are onl\' the latest 

of cultural influence; 
trait of the human condition. 

the earlv seventies showed that 
taken lSD together repeatedly: 

mores to become jointly 
is to say that their perception of reality, if 

in A, .. ,·ould collaborati,·elv mm·e off center 
towards point B, ut as a oup. This kind ~f paradigm shift lS 

as easil\' emulated t all of us, however "sober" our 
thinking ( e acid, that was just to catch ~our 
attention). In o develop common ground and learn 
from one ano e~ e st still a\ oid fallmg off center from our 
respecti\'e pomt As, nng do"' n our morals m the quest fo~ 
consonance, and flopping down at our communal point B with 
only the barest thread of ourseh es left. When adapting a school 
or course philosophy~ or m unifymg a di\ erse community b 
welding them into one school bod), we run the risk of losing 
indhidual objectivity. Therefore "e must be certain to rPrnaini 

in touch with our personal realities. When we finally rn1r~tnr~nt1 

the desolate nature of the human condition. it must be each 
l@l!l•l•latU:IIl~llii11St a .. alone_ withjJold genuinit¥ Only then can we striVe J 

fd5 The Other Side October 1996 

U n t 
It's an amazing thing, perspecti . One dilf e can 

\'iew the world through jaded eyes and the next ~ through 
eyes not exactly clear, but 'aded in a dili y. I don't 
believe we ever view the wor d clearly: seeing things as they 
actually are. Instead we \"iew things as we them, and 
this \iew is subject to change upon 
at the time. 

tthPT111<:Pives to decide what is acceptable, as many 
e d walls which were ignored. Whether 

to silence indi\idual opinion or censor 
aft1,1h';11n . decid what is deemed "acceptable" to 

walls means very little. It was done with 
cr<>o::or·r! o rules set up by Gerbaldy-Gerbaldy and 

residents of Mead and Pitzer College in 

e in a new year, with new ideas and 
or tal<e a few hundred). What 

till on separate sides, or can we work 
of · g can't, then the new 
~lll'-'u);:;u our own hypocrisy and 

LAST YEAR, GERBALDY-GERBALDY 
(MEAD'S GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE) 

PASSED AN ART POLICY THAT 
STUDENTS WERE FREE TO EXPRESS 

THEMSELVES ON THE WALLS OF MEAD 

truth, that neither side is 
ed and we both want 

t for Pitzer. But that's 
old friend, 

back in and 

us 

what I \'iew as "ho t uo(.:ul.u 

a desire Marilyn 
interest in at this year' 

HALL, AND 0 PAINTINGS OR 
WRITINGS WOULD BE REMOVED 
WITHOUT A DECIDING VOTE AT A 
GERBALDY-GERBALDY MEETING. 

orientation; a desire t I hope · 
genuine, and I hope her cl · 
administration she represents. 

I do not intend to pick n 
adopted these ideas of hon d;~.:tllir/1§.,. 

I'm still waiting to see it in 
to the real meaning- of these te.•Piti!IIJIIII.reB 
obstacle encountered last 
reached. I don't think there was a lot of 
on, just a lot of talking. It felt to me like I 
it didn' t feel like anyone was listening. 
people felt that way, too. I'm curious to 
changed. 

On the flip side, it eems that decisiom; made ins dent 
gm·emance organizations are already being ignored. For 
example, there were tags put up (among other places) on the 
walls of Mead Hall by an individual known as "Skandel." Last 
year, Gerbaldy-Gerbaldy (Mead's governance structure) passed 
an art policy that students were free to express themselves on 
the walls of :...tead Hall, and no paintings or writings would be 
remm·ed \\'ithout a deciding \'Ote at a Gerbaldy-Gerbaldy 
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~"""·"L"'• ..... ..,,., .... , members of senate, 
administrators, staff, facult)j etc., 

u · ons e w · h to di\·ide ourseh·es into, but 
of it we are all human beings and members of a 

communi don't ha\'e to lm·e each other, we don't even 
have to like e other. But we ha\·e to treat each other with the 
respect that y human being deserves, especially those 
connected in such a wav as we are. V\'e\·e all given things such 
as "honest discourse" and "community" a whole lot of lip 
service. I, for one, would like to see it carried out for a change. 
And if I have to be the first one to offer my hand/ shoulder/ ear, 
then so be it. It's offered. \.Vho'll tall<? And, when you're 
through, \\ill you listen? fihD 



•I I RANTING 
been much whining from conser\'ath·e 
pundits, especially in the Wall Street 
Journal, that the President is riding a free 
'"'a\'e of popular support he doesn't 
desen·e because of the " lag factor" 
between economic imprO\·ement, the 
resulting consumer confidence and 
heightened national morale. Although 
the economic conditions at election time 
are important, take these opinions with a 
grain of salt, because the idea that the 
economy dictates all isn't completely 
true. The economic conditions during the 
recession of 1983 were \'\'Orse than an\' 
during the Carter years, or any since then 
for that matter, and yet Reagan went on 
to dominate in the 1984 election. The 
economic indicators were positi\'e in 1992 
e\'en as George Bush lost. The 
Republicans may argue that Bill Ointon 
is riding the benefits of Bush's pre\'ious 
economic policy, but it doesn't hold 
compared to the results of the 1984 and 
19 8 elections, when rough times with 
the economy didn't spell doom for those 
candidates. 

The real issue in this election is 
responsibility. ~ot character, Bob Dole's 
recently trumpeted issue, but 
responsibility. Consider this: Bob Dole is 
actually more trustworthy. Polls indicate 
that the public has far more trust in Dole 
to tell the truth than Clinton. They 
belie\'e Dole when he says that Clinton is 
a great exaggerator. They agree with 
Dole when he says that "he keeps his 
word." The problem is that the electorate 
simply doesn't care. Period. Dole has 
missed the boat on his issues: regardless 
of what the press or the people claim, 
morality has ,·err little to do with the 
appeal of Presidential candidates. People 
want someone who they feel has the 
ability to grasp the current em·ironment 
of the nation and lead them forward. 
Clinton, to his credit, has rolled \dth the 
punches and mo,·ed with the electorate. 
He understood soon after the 199-! 
Republican sweep that waiting and 
watching would do \Yonders to his 
ratings, and he was right. As a result, he 
clearly appears to be the more capable 
manager of the executh·e branch, 
regardless of his personal faults. 

Let me explain this area more 
clearly. In 1988, George Bush proclaimed 
the "read my lips, no new ta'\es." He 
broke this pledge, and it dogged him 
throughout Clinton's "its the econom\~ 
stupid" campaign of 1992. Clinton, in 

turn, promised a middle class taA cut. 
The difference is that it \Yasn't the 
centerpiece issue of his campaign! \\'hen 
Clinton raised taxes, it wasn't a major 
problem for two reasons: the economv is 
doing better now, during the election 
cycle; and it also showed responsibility, in 
light of Ross Perot's slamming on the 
deficit issue. This is a major point in the 
success of Clinton as a politician. He got 
slammed his first h\'O \'ear in office 
because he thought that Americans 
wanted his ideas on issues like health 

-Fiona Spring 

care to be implemented. \\'nen he thmst 
his ideas upon \Vashington, he got 
worked by the Republicans on the "more 
wasteful spending and bureaucracy" 
kick. By 199-!: it seemed hopeless. But 
Billy was shrewd. He hibernated for a 
while and stuck to a few moderate 
centerpiece issues. \'\'hen the Republican 
congress tried to implement the Contract 
with America, he nailed them the same 
way that he'd been stung h\'O years 
before, with a little twist. The 
Republicans were now the problem in 
Washington, gutting enYironmental 
legislation and staning the poor. It 
worked, and the American public 
supported him once again, and they ha,·e 
continued to do so throughout this 
election. 1ow Bill can claim that he cut 
the deficit, \\'hich he did. He can claim 
that the economy is better, which it is. 

fa7 

The only issues left to attad.. Clinton on 
are crime and foreign policy, the old 
Democratic weaknesse . Dole can't make 
the e an issue: Clinton supported more 
cops and more death penalty crimes, and 
brought the ~1iddle East factions to D.C. 
to "chat" while Dole ,·oted against 
banning assault weapons. Bob Dole is 
stuck. 

There's a philosophy about how 
the national opinion s"''ings from 
conser\'ati\·e to progressiYe (now that 
liberal is a dirty word) and back again 

every generation or so. I 
tend to belie,·e that the 
United States is rather 
consen·ative, but when 
it seems that the rich 
ha,·e too much, we mO\·e 
back to the left in 
support of the "common 
man" (or woman, as the 
case is toda}.) This is 
exactly what Billy 
represents. He's not a 
liberal b~ any means, but 
he doesn't alienate, 
instead playing to the 
"typical folk" when he 
talks about the issues. 
He has garnered a 
massive lead among the 
young suburban 
families, especially 
women, who \'Oted for 
George Bush back in 
1992 because he's in 
touch, effectively 
parlaying issues like 
family lea\'e into a 
successful platform. He 

shows an awareness of growing battles 
on the horizon as well, evidenced bY his 
newfound em'ironmental concern, "~hich 
appeared after dismal ratings for 
Republicans as they tried to rewrite 
protection legislation in the last two 
congresses. I haYe a feeling that this will 
be a centerpiece issue in the 2000 election, 
one that the Democrats might milk for 
years to come, like the Republican '' soft 
on crin1e" attacks. The kids who grew up 
" 'ith the "sa, ·e the planet" slogans are 
quickly becoming old enough to \'ote and 
mo\'e into the workforce. At any rate, it 
will be interesting to see what happens 
when Billy is reelected. I think I'll go 
consider it now with a bottle of nice 
Cabernet. fiiD 
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•I o THE DOLE PROGftA" 
madness on the extreme right and left. 
He should work to develop a consistent 
vision of what the most powerful nation 
and democracy in the history of the 
world ought to advocate in the 
international sphere. He should decide 
how the military of such a nation ought to 
be manned and equipped. And he 
should speak his best understanding of 
these issues every chance he gets. 
In this way, Mr. Dole will go down in 
history as a statesman rather than a loser, 
as a patriot who challenged America with 
an agenda that invited right and left to 
cooperate for the benefit of all. And who 
knows? Some Americans are impressed 
by people who tell hard truths. The 
approach may giYe him some chance of 
becoming President. fiiD 

•II FREE RIDE 

Perhaps I'm simply being to 
harsh on the President, you might say. 
After all, hasn't the "mood of the country" 
shifted to the right? Didn't the Republican 
victories in 1994. signify a s .. veeping 
mandate of the people for conservati\'e 
values and smaller government? Isn't 
Clinton simply adhering to the will of the 
people in order to win reelection, as any 
good politician (and he is a damn good 
politician if nothing else) would? In a 
word ... no. Both of these unfortunate 
cliches in American politics are little more, I 
believe, than a failure of the American left 
to mobilize and formulate a plan of action. 

Pat Buchanan won a couple of 
primaries. Two years ago Proposition 187 
passed. By a lot. This year Proposition 209 
(please don't ever mention civil rights and 
that piece of legislation in the same 
sentence in my presence) may pass. Maybe 
by a lot. The way it's worded makes it 
sound like a formula for employment in 
Utopia. It sounds so innocent that it led a 
friend of mine to say that the only people 
who would \'Ote against it are racists. So 
wh}~ the question remains, do these things 
happen, if the American "mood" has not 
shifted to the right? Are people inherently 
racist and e\il? Do people really belieYe 
that discrimination is non-existent in the 
1990's? Possibly, I suppose, and, of course, 
there is still all too much racism to go 
around. But are these the dri\·ing factors for 
the majority of Americans, the "middle" 
that Dole and Clinton are so ardently court-
ing? -
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I think a much more likely scenario 
is that the incredible shrinking middle 
class, the downsizees of the nation, the 
WASP hive are being forced to revert to the 
politics of self-interest by having their fears 
exacerbated and exploited by reactionary 
agendas. Their incomes are stagnant, their 
jobs are disappearing faster than you can 
say net profit, and it's becoming increas
ingly more difficult to send their 2.3 chil
dren to college. These are the basis for legit
imate anxiety, these are rational and under
standable fears. Unfortunately, these fears 
allow them to become susceptible to poli
cies and agendas that, they are told, will 
improve their lot in life. Tell them their jobs 
are being stolen by Mexican immigrants. 
Tell them a balanced budget makes a differ
ence, tell them they need a fifteen percent 
across the board[room] cut, tell them that 
the only reason they didn't the job is 
because the other applicant was a woman 
of color. Tell 'em. And they'll listen. 
They'll listen to the right, they'll sway to the 
right, and they'll vote, if they vote at all, for 
the right. Not because they're inherently 
evil, not because thev' re racists, not because 
Bob Dole is a charismatic candidate, and 
not just because they're scared. They'll 
listen to the right because the left simply 
isn't saying a word. 

The democratic party, if it still may 
be considered even a shirt-tail relative of 
the American left, has been so busy playing 
catch-up, defense, and trying to dean up 
other people's messes since oh. .. about 
January, 1981, that they haven't offered 
Americans a thing. Especially since 1994. 
Not an original idea, not a real agenda, not 
a thing, unless it was a reaction to some
thing proposed by the right. This not only 
makes those in the middle sway to the 
right, it fails to prm,;de a voice for the polit
ically and economically marginalized 
groups in this country that sway whatever 
way the winds of change blow them. The 

left needs to not only de,·elop a plan that 
provides mechanisms for the prosperity 
and the return of the middle, but a plan that 
makes a connection between the marginal
ized and the middle. Unless the middle can 
realize that their interests are more closely 
connected to the marginalized than the 
elite, the politics of self-interest will 
continue and the marginalized will remain 
just that. 

But, some might say, this is an elec
tion year. This is not the time to create 
waves for the democrats. Get them elected 
and then work on them. Wrong. I believe 
(a) we already tried that in 1992 and it 
didn't work and (b) the election has long 
been over. Clinton will win the election. 
Regardless of my vote and regardless of the 
support of the progressive left. This is 
precisely the time to make waves. 

We no longer need to play defense. 
The Republicans, attempting adhere to the 
adage that the best defense is a good 
offense, proceeded to offend a great deal of 
Americans and now must play defense 
themselves. They're out there and willing 
to listen. It's the job of the left to effectively 
mobilize, grab their ears (figurativel)~ of 
course), and give them something not only 
to listen to, but something that makes 
sense. Something that will not only sway 
them back to the left, but that will stop reac
tionary agendas and the politics of self
interest. 

We no longer have to settle for, as 
Michael Moore puts it, "the evil of two 
lessors." We can do better. We have a duty 
not only to ourselves but to the American 
left and the nation as a whole to show these 
these two that we've had it. That's whv I'm 
not voting for President Clinton. That's 
why this has to be the last DFL bandwagon 
for the left and its core constituents. That's 
why this has to be the last free ride. fiiD 
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in direct violation of current laws, is the 
government's land in the form of a 
national park, so is subject to economic 
interest or "protective" measures. Right 
after the community's first public 
political action, announcing their coming 
out of hiding and asking to be recognized 
as a civilian (as opposed to subversive or 
guerrilla) population, the department of 
government responsible for protected 
areas announced that their land in the 
Peten should become a natural preserve 
restricted from people living on it. 
Certainly from a limited ecological view 
this seems justified. But the situation of 
the CPR is inextricable from Guatemala s 
history of brutal counterinsurgency " .. ·ar, 
unjust economic, labor and educational 
policies. They should not ha,·e been 
forced to flee for their lives. These are the 
things that ha,·e to be recognized in order 
to work for the human future of these 
people. 

A further threat to the CPR is the 
presence of oil in the region of the Peten 
which has ignited US and other 
"industrialized" countries' business 
interests, as well as a Guatemalan 
gO\'ernment eager to make money. 
Matters are confused because the national 
organization for environmental 
protection for Guatemala is largely 
funded by USAID (ljnited States Agency 
for International Development). The 
openly conflicting interests of USAID's 
open market promotion vs. their funding 
of environmental protection, combined 
with a historically corrupt Guatemalan 
government, endangers the CPR's future 
as well as leaves precious rain forest 
unprotected against the exploitation of 
the world market. 

The CPR wants to learn to 
become their land s protectors in order to 
li\·e with some autonomy. Thev are 
seeking more knowledge of their ~a so 
that they may be more effecti,·e in this by 
living more harmoniously and 
prosperously. In this way they can 
continue on as a ,·ery alive example of 
successful communal living to displaced 
peoples the world over-not to mention 
the rest of us! 

As I stretched out in mv 
hammock that first night, wondering if -I 
could sun i\ e the mosquitoes, I also 
wondered how I might change. I sit here 
now inside safe borders-those of a good 
education, plentiful food and a solid 

home-decievingly far from ,;olence and 
struggle. I try to understand from this 
distance the deepness of my respect and 
amazement for the people of the 
Communities of Population in Resistance. 
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so therefore that's going to have some 
type of impact on structure, it's going to 
have some type of impact on policies and 
so forth, just the overall growth. 

OS: Woodruff noted and writers for the 
OS have observed that RA's only surface 
when there is a problem and are used in 
the dorms as police. Do you feel that it is 
necessary to change this role the RA 's 
play at Pitzer? 

JP: Oka}~ I think that that has been a 
pattern. The principal role has always 
been one of a community builder, in 
between faculty, staff and the students. 
And so their chief role, gi,·en that we are 
a residential communit}~ is to be ,·ery 
instrumental and critical in helping to 
build and helping to create and foster a 
campus em·ironment that is positi,·e for 
aU the students here. That's always been 
their role. I think that the kind of 
reputation that has developed over the 
years of the RA 's has been one of 
enforcers of policy, etc. And while the 
enforcement or upholding policy as 
members of this communit}· is a part of 
their role, it clearly is not the chief aspect 
of their role. 

OS: So you kind of see the problem as 
one of perception on the part of students 
and not one of an realih·? 

JP: 1\:o, I didn t want to say that. 
Perhaps in the past there was not the kind 
of quality le,·el of training that anybody 
in such a challenging complicated role 
needs to have. So there might have been 
people in those positions that practiced 
more on one side than the other. And l 
think that is where some of those 
inconsistencies came in and the 
di,'isiveness that seem to occur among 
members of the staff, and that ,clearly, 
would filter down to the residents of the 
community. 

OS: Whv ·was the Office of Student 
Affairs reorganized? 

JP: When I was first hired, a principal 

responsibility of mine was to review the 
current Student Affairs reorganization. 
It was necessary to rebuild that 
organization and make it a really strong 
organization that can meet the needs of 
students. I informed the Student Affairs 
staff that we '"''ould be engaged in a 
reorganization, that was something that 
was known from August, 1993, when I 
first came on board. 

OS: And the hirings and the firings O\'er 
the past eight months were part of that 
reorganization? 

JP: The changes in the staff structure, 
yes, were part of that reorganization. 
And when you use the word "firings", 
okay~ who do you mean? 

OS: Along the lines of Michael Tessier 
and Debra Rogers, ";th some others. 

JP: o, there have been no firings in 
Student Affairs. 

OS: Was it the end of their contract 
period? 

JP: ~o, we received resignations from 
both of them last semester 

OS: Them resigning, it helped contribute 
to the goals of Student Affairs, making it 
more student centered and accessible to 
the needs of students? 

JP: Well, clearl)~ it contributed to the 
structural goals of those. fVD 
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towards correcting the situation: 
within oursel\'es, then amongst 
communit)'. 

The fundamental Realit)' is really 
a srnthesis of our subjective and distinct 
perception. Its existence will depend on 
how we use our power to create it - if 
reality remains a mere collage of media 
stimuli, it is our tragedy; our fault, our 
responsibility. Since we cannot escape 
the hype, we are inclined to avoid it, 
ignoring, and thereby exacerbating, the 
problem. But if we could, instead, 
conjure the wealth of our souls and 
knowledge upwards towards integration, 
bridging the fissures beh,·een race or age 
or creed, as a flood of combined visions 
and motives and explanations and 
Realities, we \\'ill have taken the largest 
possible step towards finding that one 
inescapable yet blurry reality. And 
perhaps we \\'ill be surprised at the ease 
with which we may find common 
ground. It is this common ground which 
is the REAL Reality that lay hidden 
beneath that Hype all along, within 
ourselves. 19 
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sol-thing new 
UI'J;oll~»n:g'Q~!Il:lfn*, breathtakingly true 

~i011l5, the feelings 
.il~'~ ~'lfl•nths of never ever stealing .. 

so much more than skin breathing in 
..tatltUilta deep of the scent and the sweat 

everything that meant so much 
in this hocus-pocus phenomenon 

e single touch 

-Sam J- Farrar 

Photograph by Trillium S e llers 



Afterword 
a hipster's farewell: 

when there ' s a shift in identity words become nullified
until the identity settles their meaning is lost . 
so they asked me the other day , why are you like this? 
i thought for a moment before attempting the :ong, drawn, overstated, underrated , explanation. 

have you ever tried to explain all you know to someone other than a fellow hipster? 

the web is so vast and the thoughts so furious that the confines of a beat down , drugged up and 
fucked over country can barely take the heat. so , if i sic in the corner it ' s because i ' m 
afraid. 

well yes , i am, but not like ~hey think . i like the fear of no~ knowing because i knm" how it 
is to change the situation . to work the scene. everyone is bombed, moving through the guts of 
the beast in a straight laced f ashion can drive you to drink, and they do . so much temptation 
to shed a new .:.ight on the same old street via a short cut chemica::.. that's where the hipster ' s 
are different . we move to different streets. the key is to know what you .:.ike and how to loo~ 
at it.. 

so many things tl"!at l"!appen ~o everyone every day hit us so hard . ta~e them into the experience , 
make them yours. it's so hard, our roads are unpaved. and we all get so tired .. . so ~ired of 
being beat down because our roads aren't ::.i:<e ~he others. there are road b.:.ocks and our minds 
say you can • ~ go there nm\', go around and around are all people taking the other way, making 
you thin~ it's better, ~hat you're wrong . ~hey are not alive, the sadness ~eeps our questions 
unans·,;ered, our questions keep us alive. 

and we have to fight for each minute, fighting to stay up , even our homes become so tired . moves 
you back. ah.,rays trying ~o move forward but when you start again in a ne'l.' place the essential 
always get ::.ost and tl"!en pushed down again. 

the only way we get back up is if we keep what's true close. and you'll question what's true, 
when you see them not thinking, not feeling the pains you'l- thin~ they're right . ~eep it close 
though, don't .:.ose it. 

so ~he las~ words i have for you baby is on_y this. from one hipster co ano~her: 

fa::.ling li~e a rag doll 
;.,rai ting co be caught 
eyes ro_led bac~ a~d crooked smile 
.:.ost in out worlds, waiting to be scooped up 

hope you didn't fal::. 
hope there are serena arTs to guide you 
when the lipsticks all smeared 
and yoc scumb::.e for real 

uncil some angels make it sweet 
and saves you 
brings you back ~o this world 
you learned can't please you 

hope you co:"'e back anci c·,o.~ist your hair 
~uck in slowly 
and talk 
tell it all. staring at ~he ceiling of stars 
almost any~hing for that,~ 
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