
I 

I 

M ,\ R C II 8 , I 9 9 4 v 0 L u M E X X I I I, I <; s u l: 2 

T IE PliTZJ~JR A lPJPRAl§.L L 
Complhnenting Our School: TOS Sells Out?; The Ben Harper Buzz; 

Life On the Fann; And the Real Alcoltol Dilenuna ... 



THE O THER SIDE 

lmmo• il 
E s p R E s s 0 

IMPORTED BEERS 

8 A K E R y 

M u s c 
p 0 E T R y 

A R T 

594•JAVA 

3560 TEMPLE AVE., SUITE C POMONA 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 
• • 
• THE WRITE STUFF: • • • • 
• • 
• • 
• Come to the Pitzer Writing Skills • 
• • 
• Center, Sanborn Dorm C-1. Bring • 
• • 
• drafts of essays, reports, stories, and • 
• research papers. Center instructors • 
• • 
• will read your drafts and give you • 
• • 
• advice about revision. x4321 • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• HOURS: • 
• • 
• Sun. 6-lOprn • 
• • 
• Mon.-Wed. 1-5 and 6-lOpm • 
• • 
• Thurs. lOam-noon and 1-Spm • 
• • 
• Fri. 1-Sprn • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

We want your CDs! 
We pay an average of S3-SS cash for 'em, 

plus ... 

Bring us your tapes & 
LPs! 

We pay top dollar cash, baby. 

and don't forget .... 
Rhino is the place to go for the 
best selection of new and used 
music in the entire free world. 

Check us out! 

RHiNO 
RECORDS 

CLAREMONT 
235 VAL£ AVE. (909) 626- 1774 

Your old music can make you money! 

2 M A R c H 8 , 1 9 9 4 

U2 SOLD OUT ••• 
SO WHY OAN'T WE? 

POSITIVE P ITZER 

You Can Run, but You Can't Hide 
by Pat Dolan ........................................................ 5 

Want Soup With Your Meal? 
by Zach Taub •...................•................................... 6 

Blind Positivity Vs. Critical Optimism 
by Kitn Gilmore ..................................................... 7 

Elucidation on Pitzer: Lest We forget 
by Will Stephens .................................................... 8 

Back on the Farm 
by Michael Stephens ............................................. 10 

The Pitzer Experience 
by fohn Ra1nirez ................................................... 11 

Talkin' Bout Dirty Laundry 
by Julia Sn1ith ............................ .......................... 12 

Drunken Consumer 
by Tobin Steers ...................................................... 13 

OPINIONS 

Hot Rod in a Tight Hole 
by Luke S1nart ..................................................... 20 

INTERVIEWS 

My Fren' Ben 
by Myra Dwnapias ............................................... 16 

PHOTO ESSAY 

On An Intellectually and Visually 
Stimulating Environment 
by Hal Fairchild. ........................................... ..18 

POETRY 

Untitled 
by Eddie Othon .................................................... 22 

Dreaming 
by Gal1riela .•........................................................ 22 

Cam bios 
by Gabrieln .........................................................• 22 

Un Dia 
by jennifa Da Silva .............................................. 22 

II 

DEPARTMENT 

Editor's Desk ..................................................... -1 

COVER: photo by Mike Nichols '92 

TH E O T H ER SlO E 3 



TH E OTHER StDE 

Editor's Desk 
Break On Through: Rhetorical Questions and Prophetic Challenges 

"A pessimist is one who has been inti171!1tely acqUJJinted with an optimist." -Elbert Hubbard 

The other side to what? Despite the frequency with which I am presented this question, the answer conti~ues to allu_de 
me. Regardless of the seemingly. ~orthwh~le and realistic exl?la~atio.ns ~hich I have created, the "other stde" remams 
merely a title or phrase with no firute phys1cal, mental, or sooaltmphcabons. 

There is not another student publication at Pitzer, so we can not be a response to other news forums. I guess \~e could 
be the "other side" because we approach issues from a slightly different pers~tive, but these. days it's hi~ to be dtfferent. 
Therefore, the "other side" would appear to be the norm. I felt that we nught be a refresh1!'g alternative (pardon the 
expression) to the other periodicals produced by the Claremont Colleges such as. The Student Life or The Collage: However, 
our magazine is simply too dissimilar to these publications to be compared. Bes1?es, everybody knows t~t Pttzer ha~ to 
do thingsdifferently than the other four schools(i.e. havingourgradeson~ four pomt ratherth~n twelvepo~t scale, havmg 
"mentors" rather than "sponsors," etc.) it is not only expected, but reqmred that The Other S!de be~ tad btt unorthodo~. 

I planted myself at Cafe Pitzer one dark and dreary February afternoo~ an~ proceeded wtt~ my mtemal ~ebate of thts 
question. I began to curse whoever conceived of the g<!d-forsaken r:'agazme titl.e and was raptdly app~oachmg ~state of 
severe hysteria when I heard the door to Scott Hall swmg open behmd m~- I qmckly put down the ch~·~ that r \\as about 
to fling across the courtyard and turned to face whomever had t~e gall to 1~terrupt my te~po._-ary dehnum. It was Allen 
Greenberger, the wise sage of Pitzer College and the faculty advtsor for t~•.s damned p~bbcation. _ 

Allen dearly observed my men~ 1 state, but rather than fl~ing th~ ~or_n ftc sc~ne, he stmp~1 ~t~w~ an~ther quesllon 
upon me, "Do you think the Other Side could e\·er come out wtth a pos1hve tssue?' The phrase pos1t1ve tssue reverberated 
through my ears for almost thirty seconds before I could gather the 
strength to open my mouth. However, just as I was about to spit f<_lrth 
each and every profanity in the English language at Greenberger, a hght 
went off in mv head. 

"That's brilliant," I blurted out, "another side to The Other Side." The 
sun burst through the clouds and the majestic sound of ~ cons~ction 
•Norker drilling through the fertile earth could be h~ard off m the dtsta~cc 
while I reached this epiphany. Suddenly, Allen, wtth rays of sun peepmg 
o\·er his shoulders, appeared to be a prophet rather than a mere professor 
of history .It was as if God had sent Moses back to earth to help solve what 
I consider to be the eternal question. I could finally stop pulling, well 
rather, hvisting out my hair. A solution had been found! 

THE OTHER SIDE 

If The Other Side s taff could think of a way to be positively critical of 
Pitzer, then not only would \ve meet Allen's challenge, but we would have 
created an alternative to what we normally produce. Finally, there would 
be another s tde to this publication. Thts, we felt, would be the most 
pragmatic way of d ealing with the situation. As a second semester Senior, 
pragmatism has become a way of life. . 

Now the hard part was out of the way. All we had to do was find 
enough writers who had the ability to pen articles that apl?roach~ our 
school from a positive, yet critical, perspective. However, thts my frtends, 
is not as easy as it seems. There is a fine line between investigative 
journalism a~d outright fluff. In order for this paper to retain any of its 
credibility, we had to find a manner in which we could bcpositiveyet sttll 
dissect our school. Fortunately, we were able to accomplish this feat. 

Ed itor-in-Chief: 
Production Editor: 
Executive Editor: 
Features Editor: 
Copy Editor: 
Writers: 

Cover Photo: 
Faculty Advisor: 

I will be the first to admit that I still ha\'e no due what this publication 
is the "other side" to . I hope, hO\.,·ever, with this issue, I have managed to 
buy a little time. I am very happy \'vith what we were able to produce in 
re;ponse to Allen's challenge and I would like to thank the writers who 
fought with their keyboards and monitors to produce the articles \•.:hich lie . . 
on the page=> of this magazine. So enjoy the tssue because ne'-t tssue, we am't gonna be so mce. 

/' 
Smcerelv, ' r 

...... ' t ' \ ' . 
Jo*i"~K.':riand "' '-'-'-~ .... 
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Allen Greenberger 

You Can~~ 
But You Can·t 

-by Pat Dolan-

Did you ever dream of going to 
school where everyone knows every
thing about you, every step you take, 
every disastrous midnight spectacle, 
every offending action? Did you ever 
think that you would embark on a four 
year odyssey where eYerything you 
did echoed off the walls and into 
peoples faces and back at you? In such 
a place you can run but you can't hide 
from what you've done. If you are a 
saint this is good and if you are evil this 
is a good way to find out, but most 
people lie somewhere in between. lf I 
had chosen to spend fou r years in a 
backwater town in Southern Fried Bible 
land I would have expected the same, 
but in a place labeled as "progressive" 
Pitzer College is? In choosing a small 
liberal arts school, students focus on 
the interpersonal merits of the educa
tion. However, they might not realize 
the personal implicationsof this educa
tion outside the classroom. This might 
be the best education of all. A learning 
experience similar to johnny Angel in 
the movie" Angel Heart," when after a 
heart twisting journey he finally faces 
his actions and discovers who he truly 
is, a sold out soul to the Devil. 

The great thing about Pitzer is that 
once this process occurs, the student 
discovers that he or she has not sold out 
tothedeviland will not be condemned 
to hell, just the real world. Unlike 
johnny, one can use the process to bet
ter oneself, enabling one to get to 
Heaven, so to speak. The process, of 
course, is surviving such a tight com
munal a tmosphere that pervades ev
ery nook and cranny of this campus. 
There are few choices to enter this sys
tem where every action seems to be 
known or impreSsed onto others. One 
can ignore the unpleasant things one 

did and walk in denial or, hopefully, 
one can rectify the situation. To accept 
responsibility for your actions is a dif
ficult thing to master, but it docs teach 
howoneaffectsothersand how to make 
the best of a situation. 

The goal is to ultimately feel com
fortablebeingyourself among the other 
750secmingly attached-at-the-hip bas
ket cases. It seems that the only way to 
make this happen is to face yourself at 
every corner, to work out all those 
emotions and actions that make your
self uncomfortable through communi
cation. Johnny had no choice in that 
matter once he discovered himself. We 
do if we take the time to understand 
parts of ourselves once we discover 
them, something easily done if one is 
aware of ones' actions over time. Jn 
some degree this is what happens at 
Pitzer but it is the choice of the indi
vidual whether or no t to fully indulge 
in the journey. 

I chatted with Pttzer Psychology 
Professor Mita Banerjee about this sub
ject on a balmy Friday morning. " I 
wished I went to a school like Pitzer," 
she told me and continued to explain; 
"For undergrad I went to a commuter 
school. People scattered after classes, 
to work or home or whatever. My life 
wasnotonacollegecampus, it was less 
personal. It was much harder to get to 
know people." 

I then asked, that maybe the high
est goal of a liberal arts institution is to 
get to know people? 

"An important part of college is 
personal development, friendships are 
of life long importance, that can take a 
direction outside of school," she an
swered back. Imagine, if you never 
met that future astronaut and became 
best friends you would have never 
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made it in space. 
I mentioned that I had a friend 

named Tom that goes to a large state 
school in the Midwest. When he and I 
comparestoriesit'samazing how much 
he can get away with in his social cli
mate. If he wants to ignof!.! someone 
becat&e of a ~vere error iii nocturnal 

~·· :;·.· ~ ..;) 

jud~_pJ{)le ~.i~,ppea1?J__~t<! ~~lter 
grouijpf 200 fj•eri9s J!Sr a\~h•lJ .... Jf:he 
does1t want JO bang,~outpvttbwg.Ja
crosse player, he lea\·es tf\e lacrosse 
clan. Here I may be forced to live with 
one. Plus, off-<:ampus living is a fact of 
life. He chooses his friends to live with 
and that's that. There are more static 
social pools, whereas here there are 
less and less boundaries to cross. There 
are clans on this campus, but we know 
each other better than their clans, I 
think. 

Mita smiled. I wondered if she 
knew Tom. "It's a diffusion of respon
sibility. In a large school you don' t feel 
as accountable. You can be anony
mous, you don't feel as invested (there
fore less sense of responsibility I 
suppose), you can share the burden 
among all the other students. In class 
and out. 

'1n a small school people know 
who you are. People know whether 

"Does it matter that every
one may know you like 
shooting paint pellets at 

rabbits, and if it does how 
do you deal with it?" 

you did the readings, it forces you into 
accountability. If you come from a 
small high school it's an easy adjust
ment. If not, it can be difficult." 

We ackno wledged the double
edged sword of personal education. At 
some point, pri\·acy begins where com
munity atmosphere ends. Sure the in
terpersonal academic merits are good 
both in and out of the classroom, but 
each individual has a \·arying sense of 
privacy. I mean whatifyouarejohnny 
Angel, would you want anyone to 
know? Amy Champ might concoct 
some bizarre ritual in which thesubject 
is forced to sing poetry with Chris 

(continued on page 23) 
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THE OTII ER SIDE 

PiTZER CoLLEGE 

''Want SoV\p With }!oV\1"' Meal?" 
For this article, I will attempt to 

shed my thick skin and gain a true 
perspective on the "Pitzer experience." 
1 have chosen to take a more critical 
look at our education, and to 
decontextualize it from the institution 
at large. 

I have been at Pitzer for more than 
two and a half years, and in that time I 
have encountered vastly differing per
spectives about the meaning of the 
"Pitzer experience." I have heard dif
feringopinions on both the quality and 
difficulty of education. My first year, I 
constantly heard it argued that it \vas 
"easy" here. As a freshman enrolled in 
upper di\l;sion classes, I couldn't have 
disagreed more. Keeping up with the 
reading, the papers, etc., was both time 
consuming and stressful. I eventually 
discovered that education isasdifficult 
orascomfortableasyouchoosetomake 
it. Further, grades are far from the 
definiti,·e evaluation of .. ,·hat one has 
learned. What you takeaway from this 
god-forsaken place is the sum total of 
what vou've learned here. 

In' speaking with many alumni, jt 
seems that all they take is an apprecia
tion of the sheltered life offered by in
stitu tions such as Pitzer. However, 
that is reasonable to expect from any 
institution like ours. The world in which 
we live isdaunting, and to be thrust out 
into the real world from Pitzer's vale of 
privacy and protection can be discon
certing. But there is something more. 
Friendshipsand connections made here 
will probably carry us throughout our 
lives, whether we like it or not. Because 
of the size and intimacy of this institu
tion, therearebondscreated, much like 
summer romances, that hnger. That 
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camaraderie is only part of it. 
At Pitzer,educationcan entail learn

ing things that are outside the main
stream. Certainly, other institutions 
offer such courses as Social Stratifica
tion, Politics of Gender, and 
Deconstructing Reality, but it is the 
manner in which Pitzer takes these stud
ies which makes it different. In the 
Pitzer course curriculum, there is a 
majoremphasison these type of classes. 
The percentage is high in comparison 
to most other institutions of "higher 
education." The facultv members cho
sen are often represen'tative of "radi
cal" or different perspectives within 
their given discourse. Here, we are 
allowed to flex our intellectual muscles 
in debates that discuss both theory and 
praxis. Hell, where else can one use 
words like "praxis" and "discourse?" 

Ideally, the job of college is to teach 
mdi\·iduals how to think in practically 
any gi,·en context. That' s why most 
Anthropology and Sociology majors 
don't necessarily go into academe or 
any profession even remotely related 
to their B.A.s. In college, and particu
larly here at Pitzer, \\'e are able to go 
beyond the mundane. It is here where 
we can have the discussions about the 
roots of the Black radical trad1tion, or 
analyze the flora in a recreated pre
settlement California environment. 
When, in the fu ture, we're pencil push
ers (not all of us can be execs at 
Patagonia or Nike), or not makmg the 
difference we had hoped to, it will be 
our education that helps to differenti
ate us from others. It will be this Pitzer 
experience that will give us our iden
tity and allow us to derive pleasure 
beyond job satisfaction and income. 
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Let's face it: the majority of Pitzer stu
dents will ne,·er be able to indepen
dently gain the standard ofliving their 
parents did. Sure it's depressing, but 
it's reality, and reality bites. I've al
ways wanted to say that. 

NO\-\', I think there are rrusconcep
tions about the "bad" Pitzer experi
ence. Some may come from individual 
expectations that the bureaucracy 
should act as if it were something dif
ferent -maybe elevated in a manner 
similar to Pitzer's acaderrucs. Well, the 
fact is that it is difficult to expect the 
institution to take on any role other 
than the one it ahvays plays. The sys
tem will always be an adversary, 
whetherweopenlyadrrutitornot. We 
don't even have to treat it as such; 
understanding it is our best defense. 
Of course, we will still fight to change 
it, as we will when we get out of here. 

Okay, so I didn' t really shed my 
thick skin. I think that it is important to 
understand that Pitzer, let alone col
lege in general, is not for everyone. So, 
don't feel left out if nothing in this 
article applies to you. 1evertheless, for 
whom it does apply, Ihavethese words: 

Essentially, Pitzer isn't a bad place. 
It has much to offer us, depending on 
what we want togetoutofit. Of course, 
if all you want to do is cruise through, 
it can be done. But you can learn a lot 
beyond just curriculum. Quite possi
bly, your education will open doors for 
you, just not in any foreseeable man
ner. We also need to learn that success 
in college is not the end-all-be-all of 
success. Life needs context, and in the 
context of it all, college can be just "one 
small step." If you choose to incorpo-

(continued on page 23) 

Blind Positivity V s. 
Critical Optimism 

by Kim Gilmore 

The huge glass chandeliers hung with stability from the 
roof of the Athenaeum as usual one Thursday night last 
month. They hung securely without shaking through the 
entire evening, the fragility of their branches was not appar
ent. The room was particularly full that mght as large 
numbers of people had come to hear the conservative 
African American writerShelbv Steele. Mr. Steele has been 
the subject of controversy fo( his anti-affirmative action 
stance and his belief that if there IS to be freedom for African 
Americans in this country, the only thing pre,·cnting it is 
the lack of a work ethic. He belie\·es that there has been too 
much sympathy for Black Americans and not enough soci
etal insistence upon theu acceptance of respons1b1lity. 

Here he is paraphrased: Blacks and Whites do not like each 
other because they don't know each other. If the ghettos are 
dnngerous and are tearing apart families, people should moPe out. 
If schools aren't good enough, people should ser4t their kids to 
better ones. If you knock a girl up, marry her. For all his 
ridiculing, Dan Quayle may have had it right: the jamily is where 
it all starts. 

Liberals simply "gloss things over with oppresswn." Rnlha 
than making people face their own problems, they let pet7plcofi the 
hook and call it injustice. For example, take the Rcginnld Denny 
case. Wlwl those men did was wrong. But the liberals simply 
wanted to "gloss it over with oppression." 

A table of people, obviously older than college stu
dents, sat toward the back of the room. Thev looked like 
they could have been Athanaeum rcgu Iars, and-they laughed 
a tall of Steele's jokes about how political correctness makes 
people refer to their dogs as can me compamons or any of 
the other jokes that are used to display language alterations 
without discussing the more pertinent issues that precipi
tate or restrict them . Nodding, nodding, nodd mg. Smiling 
throughout the entire talk, they were pretty evtdently com
fortable with Steele's analysis. 

What was problematic aboutSteele'sdtscuss•on wasn't 
his conservatism, because it's possible to present an analy
sis that pri";leges the status quo without being simplistic. 
What was disappointing was that this writer and academic 
would present such a counter producti,·e and uncritical 
assessment of contemporary race relations. To say that if 
ghettos are dangerous people should just get up and move 
out is to present a chronically decontcxtualized and anti
historical argument. This •Nas the same problem, I think, a 
lot of people had with Dan Qualye: it's not that family 

relations are not integral to the development of social 
beings, but that his forum for the discussion and the focus 
of the critique of current problems involving poverty em
ployment ignored very complicated social dynamics. 

A group of students in thebackofthe Athanaeum were 
clearlv not satisfied with Mr. Steele's analysis. There were 
also~mepcoplein the audience that took him to task on his 
assertions. However ,a lot of people seemed to be much too 
content with his framing of the difficulties invol\'ing race 
relations. So many people were smiling like those at that 
table, at ease. 

When the issuecameupabout trying to devote an issue 
of The Other Side to positi\·e aspects of the college, it was 
pa rtly in response to comments from some members of the 
Pitzer community that the contributors spend too much 
time bitching about the ways the college isiallingshort,and 
not enough time addressing the avenues through which the 
college is fulfilling its objectives. The idea is useful to an 
extent because it is always nice to be positi,·e about the 
college. But the implication that to criticize the college is to 
commit a dissen.;cc is kind of bothersome. 

The benefits that go with a Pitzer education should go 
without saying. There can be no doubt that thecurriculum, 
the faculty, the great staff, the availability and helpfulness 
of administrators, and the benefits of student governance 
are tremendous luxuries. Among many students there is 
the acknowledgment that Pitzer and the Claremont Col
leges offer things such as these that didn't even seem like 
possabilities. Particularly in a time when large universities 
are the subject of budget cuts and when mass numbers of 
the peers of Pitzer students can not consider college as an 
option, we ha\'e opportunities at Pitzer that arc unutter
able. 

But for us to be wary of being critical or to shy a\Yay 
from discussing how this college has favored m seeking to 
realize three distinct objectives would be to deny the same 
things they encourage. There are more useful \vays of 
expressing our appreciation for Pitzer's successes than 
responding in a very uncomplicated an un-Pitzerlike man
ner and being blindly positive. The greater task would be 
to accomplish thisthroughan understandingofthedynam
ics of our global situation, and by responding to those 
unique objectives ""'ith seriousness and responsibility. 

This is not to say that it would be a failure to state what 
(continued on page 23) 
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THE O TIIER SIDE 

Lest We Forget ... 
Pitzer is a place we all complain about and 

hear complaints about... Well, there is plenty 
wrong \vith it. You hear about it from faculty, 
students, administration, staff-hell, you have 
heard plenty of it from me. It seems like the only 
time we get to hear anything positive is some 
sappy response to criticism by an exceedingly 
idealistic member of our community or by some 
recent graduate who is ha,·ingdifficultiesdealing 
with their post-Pitzer life and therefore develops 
a nostalgic affection for Pitzer that they never had 
when they were here. 

That is not what this article is about. 
Along ""rith a delegation of some fourteen 

other Pitzer students, I just experienced the 
Harvard National Model United Nations, 40th 
session, in Boston, Mass., (home to such Ameri
can icons as Paul Revere, Old Iron Sides, and Matt 

athanson). This was one of the two most typi
cally college things I have ever done (the other 
being the trip to Rosarita freshman year \vith 
jordan and the boys from the Ho Zone). There 
were over 1 ,(X)() college students who took over a 
downtown hotel megalith for four days of crazy 
debate and diabolical debauchery. l had a great 
time as, I think and hope, did thercstoftheteam ... 
Fear not, the relationship of these random alloca
tions will all soon be made clear. 

The first full day (a sunshiny Thursday) we 
had in Boston, I decided to make the roundsoutin 
Cambridge(that's were Harvard is, of course). So 
I hopped on the Red Line with three of my most 
esteemed colleagues and headed out, talking about 
learningPortuguescand singinga varictyofMod
ern Lovers tunes (they were arguably the best 
Boston band of all bmeand onlv made one record 
in 1974 with such hits as "Roadnmncr" and "Pablo 
P1caso"). Meanwhile, back at the ranch ... 

We're cruising around the yard (Harvard 
Yard, that is) and I'm feeling pretty comfortable 
with the whole atmosphere (ha\'inggrown upon 
the East coast). I randomly ran into a kid I was in 
school with in Californta in 9th and lOth grade. 
Wedidn't have much to say to each other but 1t got 
me to formalize the ideas floating around the back 
of my head about "gee, maybe I should ha\·e 
applied to an Ivy League school." The first set of 
committee meetings later that night served to 
perpetuate this fantasy of academic idealism. It 

seemed as though all of the best students were from 
these Ivy League schools and from their counter
parts in the Midwest such as the University of 
Chicago and (the not so Midwest) University of 
Pennsylvania. 

I must admit that I grew very tired of having tu 
explain were exactly Pitzer College was and what it 
wasallabout. Theonlyotherschool from California 
was Cal (known as Berkeley to many of you) and 
they didn't even have a clue about Pitzer. The few 
people that recognized the term or explanation of 
the Oaremont Colleges, had looked into and/ or 
applied to Pomona and thought I was from Pomona 
College ... I just realized that I fibbed ... There was a 
third team from California (the Oaremont Colleges 
team); but understanding that we were on the same 
hall as them and I didn' t even know they had 
showed up to Boston until after they had left, you 
can see why I overlooked their delegation ... 

Really, I didn't expect anyone to have heard of 
Pitzer, so those that had \.vere a pleasant surprise. 
The other pleasant surprise was that those who had 
heard of it all thought that it was a phenomenal 
system. Most said that they went to their current 
school simply because they wanted to stay East, or 
they wanted a well-known name as much as the 
education. I also think that this year' s delegation 
was strong enough to put Pitzer on a few more 
people's maps (as have delegations in the past, for 
we tend to have very good teams). 

As the hours turned into weeks and the days 
into years, I continued my rcfle<:tions on "Will 
Stephens: Ivy Leaguer extraordinare." Spending 
time with lots of people from the very schools I was 
contemplating, I got to see what kind of mindset 
these schools seemed to breed. Sure it '"''as an 
isolated look at a minor sampling of what these 
colleges have to offer, but so was the group from 
Pitzer to which I wasprimarilycomparingtheother 
schools' delegations. 

What did I learn? What is the accumulated 
knowledge I gained about myself and my views on 
Pitzer College? Pitzer is an incredible place. We can 
all complain about things such as the negative 
affects of the movement Political Corre<:tness (as in 
the last issue oiThe Other Side); but the bottom line 
is that Pitzer is a place open to the positive 1deals of 
inclusi\;ty set forth by this movement. More im
portantly, the Pitzer community is able and willing 
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to question the validity of such issues as Politi
cal Correctness. 

I am something of an academic masochist; 
I am doing two theses'. People that I mentioned 
this to were in awe of the close contact I, as a 
Pitzer student, am able to maintain with my 
professors. They were perhaps more in awe of 
the ease .... .rith which we, as Pitzer students, can 
get the time, academic freedom, and close rela
tionships with professors for independent stud
ies. Even more surprising to them was that 
programs such as independent studies that fos
ter individualism in aca-

the poor treatment of maintenance workers 
here at Pitzer. 

It all boils down to this: due to the accessi
bility of professors, the education one can re
ceive at Pitzer is equal to that at any of the 
schools represented at H.N.M.U.N. Due to the 
accessibility of administrators and staff, our 
life is a lot easier and more fun than it otherwise 
could be. All you have to have at Pitzer is the 
motivation (the key element )to tap its resources 
because unlike an Ivy League school, the mate
rial will not be jammed down your throat. 

Pitzer leaves it up to 
the individual to learn demics are encouraged 

Pitzer and not just toler
ated (which seemed to be 
the case at the Ivy League 
schools I was exposed to in 
Boston). Also, they were 
unanimously amazed that 
I and many of those I have 
schooled with have spent 
time \•lith professors on a 
social level unconnected 
with school. We are in the 
fortunate pos1tion of hav-

u[ Students] should be 
pro-active and affect the 

change thetj want instead 
of sitting in their room 

bitching with a beer and 
a television." 

what they will. It is for 
this freedom that I ap
plied to Pitzer as an 
eighteen year-old and 
have spent the last four 
years learning how to 
utilize. Pitzer has its 
problems, but this 
place is worth our ef
forts to make it even 
better ... I just recom-

mg accessible professors that are here for us 
before they're here for research or a paycheck. 
There arc exceptions on both sides of this coin, 
but the overwhelming majority of professors at 
Pitzer are here for the students. Far too many of 
the people I met in Boston, and far too many of 
my friends at other schools, have never even 
met one of their professors outside of the class
room (this includes never meeting them m of
fice hours), much less go out for drinks or 
dinner o r be invited to their house to hang out 
and talk shop or just spend time. 

At Pitzer, we not onlv knaw who the admin
istrators are, but they're wilhng to help us as 
well. We get to see Vic out jogging in that bright 
hat of his and go in to taiJ... about nothing with 
Brenda, or talk about your life with Lynne 
Spears. The very fact that I can say "Vic" or 
"Brenda" and you know who I' m talking about 
is amazing (I only gave a last name for Lynne 
because there is more than one). The hst here IS 

long. Hell, I even met people who do not even 
know where their President hves let alone been 
mvited to the house on multipleoccas10ns. These 
peoplcareacccssibh.!enough at Pitzer for me to 
even have expected, though frUJtlessly, a re
sponse from our President to the article about 

mend taking the occa
sional step back to be able to see some of the 
truly great things it has to offer. 

For anybody who disagrees with me, l 
urge them to get out of bed before noon for one 
week straight. Go in and talk to their profes
sors about what interests them, and do the 
reading instead of just complaining about it. If 
they still have a problem with this place, they 
should be pro-active and affect the change they 
want mstcad of sitting in their room bitching 
with a beer and a television. l made that 
mistake for my first two years here, and, I 
admittedly still make it sometimes. 

Perhaps some of it is an unwillingness to 
contemplate that I mtght not have been ac
cepted to an Ivy League school, but I am pretty 
damn happy to have gone to the school I have. 

Asanas1dc, I would like to take this oppor
tunity to thank the entire Model U.N. delega
llon from Pitzer for their hard work and for 
what we have been able to learn from each 
other, wh1ch goes way beyond the random 
facts about the Stra1ght of Malacca and the 
I.M.F. I especially thank jordan and Amy for 
taking on more responsibility than they antici
pated and for getting us as ready as ""'e were to 
rage as well as we did. :J 
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Meanwhile ... 

ACK ON THE FARM 

It is obvious that Pitzer's campus is 
slowly but surely taking a new form. 
But the new buildings and the re
vamped campus are not all that is 
changing. What was once the ~tead 
Hall/Grove House parking lot is being 
transformed bv Professor john Rod
man, his "Practicuum in Land Restora
tion and Management'' students, and 
student employees of the Arboretum 
into "The Pitzer College Farm Project." 
Aside from being an undertaking of 
astounding magnitude, it is also a 
chance for Pitzer students and faculty 
to practice a little of the social responsi
bility we espouse. When all is said and 
done, the farm project will be made up 
of an 18,000square feetof"ecologically 
sustainable, em;ronmentally benign 
dryland farm contaming fruit trees, 
\·ines, and vegetable plots" to go along 
with the already existing Ellsworth, 
Grove House and Desert gardens. 

In keeping with the Pitzer College 
educational objective, Rodman sta ted 
in a draft outline of the project that the 
purpose of the farm project 1s " to help 
students ... to learn what envi ronmen
tally responsible agriculture means m 
this time and th1s region." This objec
tive will be fulfilled by classwork on 
the farm in the fom1 of an Ecological 
Agriculture course tha t is slated to be
gin in the spring of 1995. It will also be 
accomplished through the culti\·ation 
of pnvate plots that w11l beava1lable at 
projects completion. When all is sa1d 
and done, the farm project will co\·er 
nearly 17,801 square feet with 8,624 
square feet remaining paved to serve 
as fire and deliverv access to theGro\'e 
House and Mead JHall. 

Ina timcwhenagricultureisdomi
nated by modem, large-scale indus
trial farming, the farm project is aimed 
at trying a variety of techniques, in-
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by Michael Stephens 

eluding different 
seed varieties, 
various types of 
soil amendment 
and irrigation, as 
well as a I tema
ti n! types of pest 
rna nagement. 
The seed used in 
manv of the 
proj~ts w1 ll be 
genetic s trains 
thataretypically 
not used in in
dustrialized ag
nculture. The 
soi I is based on 
imported top 
soi I added to the 
eXISting rod. 
and g ra\·el soil 
that is nah\'e to 
this area. The 
soil will then be 
sustained by a 
massi\'ecompo:,tingeffort that util izes 
grass and lea\·es as well as food waste 
produced on campus. Experiments 
\Vith leguminous crops, grown 
rotationaly to prodde "green manure" 
for further fertilizing purposes will also 
be undertaken. The irrigation system 
will be based on subsurface d rip and 
soaker tubing Irrigation. Other forms 
of irngation are going to be explored as 
the project progresses. Finally, pest 
control w11l not be the typical, not so 
en\'ironmentall y sound practice of pes
ticides. It will instead consist of using 
insecticidal soap, horticultural oil, 
physical removal as '"ell as the infu
SIOn of "beneficial" insects that prey on 
the pest insects. 

The finished farm project wtll also 
includea 'demonstration garden' which 
will d isplay the "suca'ssful outcomes 
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o f the experi
mental work." 
There will also 
be a community 
garden where 
students from 
the "Ecological 
Agri cul ture" 
class, as well as 
members of the 
community can 
raise food or or
namental crops 
withm the 
''framework es
tablished for the 
garden." The 
farm project also 
hopes to facili
tate student and 
faculty research 
into the \'arious 
aspects of gar
dening. The fi
nal goal o f the 

project is to de\·clop an outreach pro
gram to assist in the development of 
community gardens in the region. 

Last year, the arboretum expanded 
with the addition of the Ellsworth gar
den south of the Grove House. 92 0 
square feet of grass and sprinklers were 
removed and replaced with native 
desert plants as well as other drought 
tolerant plants. These changes, both 
completed and forth coming are ex
amples of the sort of social conscious
ness that is typically associated with 
Pitzer, even if we don't always live up 
to these ideals. The farm project pro
motesdi\'ersity(biological),expcnmen
tation, and community action- all 
characteristics of this school. By offer
ing students a role in the process, the 
arboretum is asking for the sort of ide-

(continued on page 23) 

As a New Resources student at 
Pitzer College, I have been very fortu
nate to have had an extremely unique 
experience. I'm presently a senior and 
lamhopingtograduateinMay. !have 
g raduated from Citrus Communitv 
College and I havealso attended East 
Los Angeles College and Cal Poly 
Pomona. In addition, I have worked at 
California State Los Angeles, Pasadena 
City College, and Mount San Antonio 
College. I note my background be
cause my opinions have been formed 
from first hand experiences as I have 
carefully observed the academia pre
sented and the behaviors displayed by 
students, faculty, and staff at each of 
these colleges. 

Throughout my stay at Pitz.er I have 
observed the faculty and staff going 
out of their way to make their students' 
life at college a little bit easier. My 
experiencesatthestatecampusescould 
be unique, but most of the faculty and 
staff made me feel as if they were too 
busy to listen to problems of students. 
For example, I once waited two weeks 
at a college to speak with my advisor. 
At Pitzer, I have found the opposite to 
be true. Many professors are willing to 
stay long after their regular office hours 
in order to assist students with conflict
mg schedules or to accomodate those 
that hold down jobs. 

I returned to Pitzer after a ten vear 
leave of absence from school, but"like 
love, respect, and pride, some things 
never change. l found that the students 
are just as bright, enthusiastic, and 
mature as I had remembered. Al
though I am an "older" student, I have 
never had a negative encounter with 
any of my classmates. Believe me, this 

by John Ramirez 

is not the case on other college cam
puses. 

I have written this article in re
sponse to those ind ividuals who con
tinually depict Pitzer as an institution 
which is not up to "snuff." o campus 
is perfect, but Pitzer is definitely a cut 
above the rest. 
If you do not 
believe me then 

be true, but there is more to life tt.en 
academics. At Pitzer we learn a great 
deal about life trhough courses that 
exemplify compassion, understanding, 
e thics, professionalism, tradition, pride, 
and finally, a genuine concern for hu
manity. The staff at Pitzer are con-

o campus is perfect, 
but Pitzer is defi-

try a visit to an
other campus. I 
guarantee that 
you will not be 
impressed by 
the low morale 
of staff mem
bers as well as 
the neglect for 
the beauty any 
campuses 
could offer. At 
Pitzer, as well 
as in life, there 
are bad apples. 
Howe \' c r , 
nothing is per
fect. Simply try 
to appreciate 
the posi ti \'e fac
tors that we 

nitely a cut above 
the rest. If you 

don't believe me, then try a 
visit to another campus. I 
guarantee you won't be 
impressed ... 

benefit from 
here. 

Inclosing, I willlea\'e you with the 
following thoughts. When one speaks 
of the militarv, the marines are the best 
trained soldi~rs. When one speaks of 
law enforcement, the sheriff's depart
ment is superior. When you speak of 
college campuses, Pitzer stands alone 
in all around excellena'. Outsiders to 
Pitzer may argue that their institution 
is academically superior, and this may 
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cerned with much more then simply 
sending students off into the future 
once they ha\'e paid their tuition fees 
and met their graduation requirements. 
At Pitzer the staff strives to produce 
graduates v.·hich will make a contribu
tion to society. ::J 
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by Julia Smith 

Let's talk laundry. It's something a 
lot of people don't give much thought 
to, yet somehow it's an important is
sue. Unless one always goes to 
Laundromats or has an extensive fam
ily, college is the only time in one's life 
when laundry involves a large number 
of people. But, in those situations, the 
ratio of appliance to person isn't so 
insane and it'snotasifthewholeworld 
does laundry on Sunday morning like 
we do. After all, laundry must be im
portant if it can radically change the 
value of quarte rs. Inflation couldn't 
come close. What's up with that any
way? People covet their quarters as if 
they were jewels from the Nile, yet if 
everyone else is like me, they pu t oif 
doing laundry for so long that when 
they finally do it, they've spent all the 
quarters they've saved up to buy ciga
rettes, coffee, various o ther tidbits, or 
those oh-so-healthy edibles from the 
vending machines. There has been 
talk of a debit card svstem a Ia the 
copying machines, yet it \vould cost 
thousands of dollars to install and as 
we all know Pitzer has much more 
important things to spend money on. 
So for now I guess we'll ha\·e to deal 
with dirty looks from quarter lenders 
and irritation at quarter borrowers. 

Then there's the "wet clothes in the 
washer/dryer when you want to use 
it" situa tion. Why can't people use the 
powers of e.s.p. and take their clothes 
out promptly when they're done? Why 
do some people not even care and just 
take wet clothes out and dump them 
where\·er there' s a tlat surface, be it 
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filthy, sticky, lint covered, or whatever? 
l'vetalked toanumberofpeopleabout 
this and discon~red that there are many 
ways of tackling this situation. Some 
people have time limits for which they'll 
allow wet clothes to sit somewhere be
fore they'll take them out. Some people 
will alwavs wait for a free washer I 
dryer e\·e~ if that takes hours. Others 
think it is enti rely the responsibility of 
the owner of the clothes to make sure 
theclothesdon'tsit around for hours so 
if they snooze, they lose. 

Dry clothes are another story. lf 
clothes are dry and in the dryer, let's 
face it, that's annoying. Taking dry 
clothes out of the dryer isn't a big deal, 
right? What's the difference between 
them sittmg bundled in a wad in the 
dryer than bundled in a wad on top of 
the dryer? But why do people get just 
as upset as they would if they were 
wet? I asked around about this too, and 
found some interesting responses. If 
someone has taken your clothes out of 
the dryer they've touched and prob
ably seen every piece of clothing in the 
load no matter how embarrassing. One 
may think this is more of a problem for 
women, but l'\·e seen some pretty 
funky-looking boxers in myday. Other 
lesssel £-conscious people just don't like 
their clothes taken out because they 
don' t stay warm or because the dryer is 
co\·ered with lint. It's been rumored 
that we are gettmg permanent baskets 
installed in the laundry rooms for this 
purpose, but it seems as if it would 
solve the problem for some, (the lint
haters) but not for others (the under
garment-ashamed). And what abou t 
folding? Most people are shocked that 
someone would go through the trouble 
of folding their laundry for them, and 
some people are completely thrilled, 
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whereas others just feel violated. I 
found my clothes folded once and was 
so psyched that I started doing it for 
o thers. Then, some girl caught me in 
the act of folding her laundry and it 
turned into a rather awkward situation 
because I guess she just couldn't deal. 

Sowhat'sgoingon? Almostevery
one when posed the question, "How 
do you feel about laundry?" responded 
with a resounding "I hate it" or "It 
sucks." One person went so far as to 
say that it was "the scourge of [her) 
existence." I've heard stories of people 
getting in fights over laundry, and of 
people getting large amounts of cloth
ing stolen from the laundry rooms. 
Come on people, laundry's supposed 
to be fun. Hasn't anvone seen the 
"Northern Exposure" episode where 
Maggie gets a washer and dryer and 
returns them because going to the 
Laundromat was more fun? Doing 
laundry at home was lonely for her 
without Ruth-Anne and Marilyn 
around. And, on "Melrose Place" the 
laundry room is \•:here everyone goes 
to gossip about who's sleeping with 
whom. 

Laundromats can be perfect places 
to Y.ritness bizarre sodal phenomena. 
One of my fondest memories of a trip to 
Europe with my family was one of a 
Laundromat in Paris where some 
French lady with hairy armpits (which 
I had no problem with) was yelling at 
my dad. She was mad because he was 
making a scene by yelling at us for 
mixingdarksand whitesorsomething. 
A friend of mine was taught three Ka
rate moves bv a woman, and was told 
she was bea~tiful bv a man who was 
then arrested for p~blic drunkenness 
allinonedayata Laundromat in Venice 

(continued on page 23) 

by 
Tobin Steers 

Before you begin reading, realize that 
this is neither a celebration of alcoholism 
(O.K., maybe a little), nor silly college mem
oirs about foolish shenanigans that will be 
joked about over coffee at our 15 year 
reunion. On the contrary, I aim to provide 
a serious, in-depth consumer study of 
cheap alcohol and where it may be ob
tained. As it is well known, a writer may 
only speak from her/his world view. Be
cause I have procured alcohol at only two 
of the many fine establishments in this 
area, I will focus my expertise on the locus 
o f my experience; mainly, Liquorland and 
Pavilions. 

Instead of trying to speculate which 
rna r ket is the "better" 
place to purchase al
cohol, I will instead 
apply my firm grasp 
of dialectical think
ing to attain a "syn
thesis" of liquor 
ideals. Actually, if 
you demand the 
truth, my grasp of 
dialectical thinking 
really isn' t that firm. 
In fact, I just learned 
what the word "dia
lectics" means a t the 
beginning of the se
mester. Before that, 
the only other time I 
had even heard the 
word was in the 
movie "Apocalypse 
Now" in the scene 
where Dennis Hop
per is spewin' out 
crazed ramblings to 
Martin Sheen. I, 

however, do not intend toengageincrazed 
ramblings in my treatment of dialectics. 
After all, this is a serious study. 

Dialectical process, as far as I know, is 
made up of a thesis and its antithesis. 
When one looks at the thesis and antith
esis, one can attain a synthesis of the two 
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where a true understanding of the issue 
lies. This process is often used to find 
contradictions in historical viewpoints. I 
learned all this, by the way, from Sid 
Lemelle in my Pan-Africanism class at 
Pomona. Isuggestyou takeitifyouhaven't 
already. U this piece of advertising isn' t 
worth an A, I don' t know what is. 

Anyway, I will present Liquorland as 
my thesis (it was my "regular'' place in the 
beginning of the year) and Pavilions as my 
antithesis to attain a synthesis of higher 
liquor knowledge and wisdom. I hope to 
impart this wisdom to you so you can 
make proper and responsible choices re
garding your alcohol purchase and con
sumption. For those of you who have 
chosen the clear path of sobriety ("the road 
less traveled", so to speak), you may find 
this article an amusing diversion from your 
everyday lives. Please, feel free to laugh 
right out loud. It's only a magazine, you 
won't hurt its feelings. 

Liquorland. The very word calls forth 
strong emotions from every 5-coUege stu
dent who has ever engaged in the sub
human state of drunken fervor. I think the 
key to Liquorland'ssuccesscan be summed 
up in one simple phrase: user friendly. It is 
part of the famed Triangle of Joy on the 
comer of Foothill and Central Rancho 
Bank (with its well-known$5.00 A TM with
drawals), EZ Take-out Burger, and 
Liquorland make up this triangle from 
which no college student traveler on his
toric Route 66 has ever been known to 
escape. Liquorland is easily the strongest 
component of the three. 

The thing I like best about Liquorland 
(besides its festive name) is its singularity 
of purpose. I find it hard to believe that 
anyone would ever mistake Liquorland 
for ,say, a convenience store (a I though they 
do offer a wide variety of bubble gum, soft 
drinks, and pornographic magazines) or 
some kind of twisted extension ofEZ Take
out (the beverage department, perhaps). 
This is a store ·whose sole purpose is to 
provide a wide variety of alcoholic bever-
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'1 noticed the largest 
Coca-Cola display I 
had ever seen. There 

were about 35,000 cases 
of coke all put together 
in the shape of a giant 

sea vessel." 

ages to the customer at a fairly reason
able cost. 

The people who run the store are 
very personal and friendly to the regu
lar customers (myself and my research 
associates included). Rob, the mack 
daddy of the crew, is always at the 
helm ready to throw down a fifth of 
Southern Comfort for us for only $9.89 
plus tax. Once, he even pro\·ided us 
with a bottle juggling display, the likes 
of which have not been seen since the 
movie "CocktaH". Weare always given 
free lighters and keychains on request 
(membership has its privileges) and 
are promptly notified as to the day's 
specials. 

However, the narrow selection of 
fine beers caused us to begin to look 
elsewhere to fulfill our alcohol needs. 
Through the party grape \'ine, I had 
heard that Pavilions had a selection fit 
for a king and cheap prices to boot. 
Well, I'm not one to believe e\'erything 
I hear, but I figured it would be worth 
the drive to at least check it out. 

On to Pavilions. The duration of 
the drive struck me as being a little 
tedious, but I forged ahead. Upon my 
arrival at the pearly gates of this over
size grocery store at the comer of 8th 
and Mountain in Montclair, I •.vas kind 
of disgusted by the glitz and high-hand
edness that it displayed. It was like Las 
Vegas right here in the middle of 
Montclair,anEdwardsCinema for gro
cery shopping. My humble opinion 1s 
that liquor should never be sold in this 
type of atmosphere, outside of Nevada 
anyway. 

As I strolled through the giant slid
ing glass doors, I noticed something 
quite odd. Here I \vas at the largest 
retaiJ grocery store known to man and 
I was the only one in it. I guess that's 
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bound to happen when you do your 
liquor shopping at 15 past Midnight. I 
also noticed the largest Coca-Cola dis
play I had ever seen. There was about 
35,000 cases of coke all put together in 
theshapeofagiantsea vessel. I couldn't 
helpbutlaughatthisonc. Thesepeople 
obviously don't take theu liquor seri
ously. 

The lights were very bright, yet the 
place felt very cold. Absent were the 
smiling faces and the free lighters. I felt 
like I \Vas in a medical supply ware
house. 

As it turned out, this place had a 
rcallv fantastic selection of beer, wine, 
and ;pirits. The prices were about on 
par with Liquorland but for a few no
table exceptions; we immediately no
ticed that the Southern Comfort was a 
dollar more at Pavilions, as was the 6-
packs of Guinness. However, there 
were two fantastic deals there that were 
too good to pass up. One \vas the half
racks of Hcl'lry Weinhard's in bottles 
for $5.49 a pop. Being nati,·es of the 
Northwest, my roo nmate and I imme
diately recognized th1s deal as being 
too good to pass up and came back 
every night for two weeks. For those of 
you with a palate for something stron-
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ger, they also offer fifths of Vons brand 
hard liquor for about $4.50 a bottle. Be 
forewarned, this stuff is really noxious! 

To reiterate my point, I truly don't 
think of one store as being better than 
the other (although, if I really had to, 
I'd cast my vote for the friendly fellasat 
Liquorland). Instead, I ha,·e tried to 
synthesize (or distill) each liquor-buy
ing venture into a smgle chunk of sa
gadty to truly grasp the profundity of 
the drunken experience. 

Because of my willingness to try 
something new, I nowhaveitall. When 
I want a strong drink and a friendly 
face (or maybe I've just misplaced my 
I. D.) I ease on down to L1quorland for a 
few minutes of fun and rencction. I 
might even stop by EZ Takeout for a 
Double-Take burger on the way back. 
When I want a wide sclcchon of good 
beer and can find my sunglasses to cut 
down on the glare, I' ll go to Pa\'llions. 
As for you, I encourage you to \·cnture 
out into the community and fmd your 
ideal niche in the hquor market as I 
have. 

Oh yeah. As for h1storical contra
dictions, how come the cool guys at 
Liquorland can't cut us a deal on 
Henry's? ::J 
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I gaze at a CDcoverphotoofa man 
standing on the side of a barren htll, 
aping a trcereachingoutinto the sky. 1 
feel mixed emotions of excitement and 
nostalgia. The man m this photo is 
Claremont-born-and-raised Ben 
Harper. At the age of 24, &n has 
already been compared to prominent 
blues musician Ry Cooder. Also, Ben 

has co-produced an album, entitled 
~'\'elcome to the Cruel World, under Vir
gin Records with JP Plunier, who dis
covered him. Ben has opened for the 
John Lee Hooker, and has earned loyal 
fans in Europe, where he performed in 
a blues festival. In April, he is sched
uled to play in ASia. 

I feel excitement for the deserYed 
success that has recently and rapidly 
embraced Ben. On the other hand, a 
part of me feels nostalgia for the days I 
would run into Ben at the Motley. There, 
he once played my guitar, letting me 
gloat among the comparatively small 
circle of people acquainted with his 
musicatthe time. Ialsomissthenights 
when l could watch Ben from a me-
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dium-s1zed gathering at the Mint in 
West LA. When l watched Ben play at 
the Mint on February 24, I struggled to 
see him through the thick crowd of 
impressed fans from various parts of 
Los Angeles. 

However, after interviewing Ben 
at his Hollywood apartment a week 
before his album debuted on February 

-

8,1 feel secure in Ben's truth and integ
rity, both as a musician and a human 
being. Ben's simplistic lifestyle is what 
struck me most. His apartment was 
furnished with only the basic necessi
ties. One of the few things on his walls 
was a piece of painted artwork, 
mounted but unframed, that fell apart 
as he dosed the door behind me. '1 got 
it from Nick's. You see one thing when 
you're far away, another thing when 
you're near it." 

His apprcciabon for simplicity is 
reflected in hiscreativity. His melodies 
on the acoustic guitar are simple, yet 
moving, and serve as warm platter for 
hissereneand wholesomely deep voice. 
His voice at times smoothes into a soul-
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ful, subtle yodel in songs in which he 
plays the lap slide guitar. Ben favors 
playing Weissenboms, which are rare 
hollow-necked guitars made of koa 
wood (which is now endangered), by 
Hermann Weissenborn around 1920. 
Even without Ben's voice, the vintage 
sound of these instruments, combined 
with Ben's overwhelmingly passion-

by 
Myra 

Duma pi as 

ate, yet precise maneuvers on the slide 
does no less than communicate to his 
listeners' souls. 

Ben's lyrics complete the satisfy
ing experience of his music. In ''Walk 
Away," Ben addresses the complex feel
ings of passion within the simple con
textofoneday. In ''Pleasure and Pain," 
Ben beautifully expresses the essence 
of being alive. In a world of pleasure 
and pain, Ben assures, "if someday I 
find my peace of mind, I will share my 
wealth withallofhuman kind." ''Plea
sure and Pain" was written in memory 
of Ben's friend Jack F. Knapp, who he 
describes as someone who "spent ev
erywakingminutetryingtomakeother 
people's lives better." 

I 
Ben also makes powerful state

mentsaboutsocietal injustice. In "Like 
A King," he states, "Well Martin's 
dream has become Rodney's worst 
nighbnare." Ben finds very little peace 
on earth and turns to music for sanity. 
Pointing to a window, Ben says, "there's 
so many songs in every picture out of 
every window." He adds, ''I just write 
what goes on around me." 

Ben considers his music to be a 
way to document history correctly. He 
refers to mainstream media as a strong 
controller of the public's knowledge. 
Through the media, according to Ben, 
"there has been a continual denial of 
history." He also considers the media 
to be "the main channel of poison to the 
youth." Ben points out, "while Rambo, 
Terminator, and Beavis and Butthead 
are on TV, people are so busy pointing 
their fingers at rap." Ben considers rap 
to be "a direct descendent of slavery" 
as much as the blues is. He sees the 
aggression of rap as a reaction to the 
oppression under '1egalized slavery," 
unlike the violence of shows on TV. 

Ben also denounces the capitalistic 
structure of society. ''The symbol of 
success in soci-
ety is to get rich 
quick by any 
means neces
sary ... The cost 
of living has ex
ceeded mini
mum wage so 
much that it has 
broken apart the 
family struc
ture." 

Ben offers 
spirituality as 
the answer to 
society's degra-
dation. Al-
though Ben 
claims no de
nomination, he 
values a strong 
sensitivity to the 
spirit. "There is 
so much truth in 
spirituality. You can find it ina song, or 
a tree ... " He considers legal laws to be 
important, but not powerful enough to 
change the mental attitudes of people. 
Through the truth found in spiritual
ity, "people can reach out to others and 
tum things around." Ben feels that 

death is very connected to birth, a re
birth of the soul. One can find this 
belief in "Don't Take that Attitude to 
Your Grave," in which he wamsagainst 
living a life of materialistic social irre
sponsibility. 

When asked how he feels about his 
style, Ben responds that musiciansdon't 
really have theirmvn style until they're 
dead. Ben feels that his own sound is 
constantly changing. "It's a good thing 
that this album is mastered because 
there are things on it that I'd want to 
change. Between the time the album 
was cut and now, I've had so many 
more rehearsal hours." However, Ben 
is content with the control he had over 
the production of the album. "I have a 
lot of creative control with (Virgin 
Records), and that's why I'm with 
them ... They care about musical integ
rity." 

Ben was exposed to the sounds of 
the slide gu1tar, sitars, autoharps and 
other instruments at an early age. The 
Folk Music Center in Claremont, owned 
by his grandparents, served as a play
ground for him after school. "At school, 
I was paying attention, but (the teach-

ers) had no 1dea what I was paying 
attention to ... I would listen to music in 
my head." At home, Ben was weaned 
to the sounds of his mother's guitar 
playing. He first started playing the 
slide when he was 14. At the age of 18, 
he wrote his first song with the slide. 

TI-lE OTHER SIDE 

u . .. there's so many 
songs in every 

picture out of ev
ery window I just 
w rite what goes on 

around me." 
- Ben Harper 

"I've always been writing poetry. I set 
one of my poems to music, and the 
phrasingdidn'tfit.So I worked it out to 
slide, and that's when it took form. The 
slide was saying what my lyrics were 
saying." 

Ben's range of mainstream influ
ences include Robert Johnson, David 
Lindley, Ry Cooder, Taj Mahal, John 
Lee Hooker, Chris Darrow, Brownie 
McGhee, Bob Dylan, and Bob Marley. 

Local influences in
clude Larry Jackson, 
Bruce Bishop, and 
John Haroldson. 

Newly donning 
his new suit of suc
cess, Ben does not 
seem to wear the ac
cessories of material
istic egoism. Ben 
promises, "Every
body can play music. 
Everybody. There's 
at least two albums 
in every person. I 
used to say one, but 
that's not enough." 
Ben cherishes e\·ery, 
now rare, opportu
nity to visit his home
to•Nn, as well as his 
family. He also looks 
forward to the mo
ment when he can 

again enjoy the craft of making instru
ments. I look at the photo on the back 
of his CD. I find that it epitomizes his 
character- feet rooted down to earth, 
arms religiously stretched for his god 
in heaven. :J 
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On An Intellectually and Visually 
Stintulating Environntent 

Text and Photos by Halford H. Fairchild 
Associate Professor of Psychology and Black Studies 

Pitzer College 

For people who don't know me, I am a new faculty member at Pitzer College. I've taught at UCLA, Caltech, and in 
the Cal State system, bu t for several years I've been working independently as a writer and journal editor. 

1 applied for the position at Pitzer because I missed the classroom. More correctly, I missed \Vorking with students. 
And since coming to Pitzer College, this need has been more than satisfactorily fulfilled. 

Now, I realize that I mtssed by being outside academia was the rich intellectual environment and the almost 
constant exposure to new people and tdeas (or, at least, people and ideas that are new to me). 

In the past few weeks, my life has been ennched by several speakers at the Claremont Colleges. Thts essay IS to 
share a portion of what I learned at three of these talks. It happened that I had a camera in hand at these speeches, and 
so I also w1sh to share with you a few of these captured images. 

Wyatt Tee Walker is a senior 
pastor at Canaan Baptist Church 
of Christ in New York City. On 
Thursday, January 20, he pre
sented a very thought provoking 
message on Dr. Martin Luther 
King, 1 r., at the Athenaeum. 

Reverend Walker is an im
portant historical figure in his own 
right, as anyone ·who reads Civil 
Rights history knows. He also re
mains a very potent voice in the 
Civil Rights community in hiscon
tinuing roles in New York City 
and elsewhere. 

His talk emphasized how the 

contributions of Marlin Luther Wyatt ~ee 'l.Talker 
King transcended the Civil Rights .J.I Yf, 
Movement. In addition to posi-
tively affecting the psychological well-being of African Amencans (" ... a man can't stand on vour back if your back isn' t 
bent..:"), J_<.ing's ~eadersh~p transformed the psyche of White Americans as well. On the one h~nd, he re\·ealed the depths 
of r~etsm m Wh1te Amenca; and he challenged Whites to reevaluate their own psychological well-being as it pertained to 
the1r postures about race. 

Most importan~y, Walke~ showed ho~v Dr. King risked e~·erything by being the first major public figure to openly 
challenge the rnorahty of th~ VIetnam confltct. As \-Valker men honed, this courage was revealed in the fact that King didn't 
know whether he would wm or lose this battle before becoming fully engaged in it. 
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Nell Painter 

On January 28, 1994, I had the 
pleasure of attending a leadership 
luncheon that featured Mr. Paul 
Hudsonasthekeynotespeaker. Mr. 
Hudson is a new trustee of Pitzer 
College, and he happens to be a 
personal friend of mine( we attended 
high school together and still live in 
the same general neighborhood in 
Los Angeles). 

Paul gave an incredibly engag
ing talk that provided insights into 
the characteristics of effective lead
ership. He offered a number of 
quotes as well as his own views on 
leadership issues. A very interest
ing portion of his talk concerned his 
days at UC Berkeley Law School 
when he became very involved in 
student protest mo\·ements. 

Conclusion 

Nell Painter is Edwards Pro
fessor of American History at 
Princeton University. On Monday, 
January 24th, she presented the 10th 
AnniversaryofTheSojournerTruth 
lecture. Her talk was entitled, "Rep
resenting Sojourner Truth." 

Although her talk emphasized 
some of the visual images of So
journer Truth (sculptures, photo
graphs and dra\\-'ings), Professor 
Painter provided a scintillating look 
into the life and times o f this re
markable woman. The talk was so 
alive with the information that r 
feltasthoughSojournerTruth was 
a contemporary figure rather than 
an historical one (in some respects 
she is). 

Paul Hudson 

I must say that I have been \·ery happy to be at Pitzer College and in the community of colleges rn Claremont. The 
students are simply incredible! ~1y classroom experiences have been very Positive and l've learned a great deal. But what 
I've really appreciated arc the innumerable academic and cultural e\'ents in the college community. This essay presented 
three such ewnts that ha\·e been immensely rewarding. But these are only three of many. 

As you can see, I very much enjoy photography and am happy to share some recent images with you. I pr~cr working 
with existing light (no flashes) and black and white film. I hope you enjoyed the benefits of this technique . ..J 
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Hor Rod 
The phenomenon of 

• 1n a 
correct thought 

Tight 

HOLE 
Gays suck, a woman's place is in the 

kitchen, Hitler ... vas a stud, and gun control 
laws are much too strict. All are examples of 
incorrect thought. Correct thought would 
read: homosexuality is normal, a woman's 
place is wherever she wants, Hitler was an 
evil tyrant, and we need to get guns off the 
streets. 

by 
Luke Smart 

Now, just what do I mean by correct? 
Well, fi rst of all I have to poin t out the fact 
that, as humans, we don't really knO\v right 
from wrong. You might say, "Of course we 
do, for example killing your parents is 
wrong." ot if they molested you, just ask 
the Menendez brothers. Another example 
which illustrates the fact that man has no 
technical access to distinguish right from 
wrong is that indi\;dual opinions about right 
and wrong vary from person to person. Take 
the act of shooting a horse whose leg has been 
broken. Some would see doing this as good, 
just, and right, others as evil, unjust and 
wrong. After all who is to say: God, maybe? 

distinguish correct or right thought from 
incorrect or wrong thought is that the sec
ond list of ideas are generally accepted. 
However, in each case you can find indi
viduals and even organizations that be
lieve and are dedicated to the incorrect 
view. (Maybe even your own grandpar
ents.) We also know, thanks to our history 
books, that the correct view changes with 
time. Slavery, flammable women in Sa
lem, and the listing of homosexuality as an 
abnormal psychological disorder in the 
diagnostic hand book of abnormal psy
chology during the early 1970's are all 
examples of how the "correct view" 
changes. What is now wrong was once 
right and what is now right was once 
wrong. 

Part of what I am getting at in trying to 
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Applying the terms right and wrong 
to accepted ways of thinking and behaving 
may seem odd because clearly these are 
personal decisions. However, American 
society hascollectively chosen to accept, for 
example, pre-marital sex. U you disagree, 

just tum on the TV and find out who 
Doogje Howser and the 90210 crowd 
are sleeping \-vith. In some cases, cor
rect thinking seems to be clearly sup-

"Slavery, flammable 
women in Salem, and the 
listing of homosexuality 
as an abnormal psycho
logical disorder in the 
diagnostic hand book ... 

illustrate how the correct 
view changes." 

ported by a body of evidence. 
For example, the statement, "Hitler 

is an evil tyrant," is readily supported 
by the fact that he sought to extermi
nate people. However, I can imagine a 
much different world in which the good 
guys lost WWll. A world in which I 
would have to write this paper in Ger
man instead of English. A world in 
which history books hid the treachery 
of Hitler and depicted him as a brilliant 
leader. 

In other cases, seemingly reason
able arguments can be made on both 
sides of an issue. Gun control is a good 
example of this because it is presently 
being hammered out in our national 
forum. The national debate at hand 
over this issue docs not seek to make 
guns illegal but instead to limit gun 
availability. The reason the word 
'1imit" is used rather than "illegalize" 
is because the right to bear arms is part 
of our correct thinking endowed upon 
us by our forefathers. I am not saying 
thateveryonewhochampionsguncon
trol wants to make guns illegal. In
stead, I am saying that the national 
debate is over whether gun control is 
right or wrong. The NRA doesn' t want 
to protect the right of known murder
ers to carry guns, but instead fears a 
gradual progression toward Ia ws which 
make guns illegal. For the sake of illus
tratmg my point, I \vill use a dialogue, 
and my characters will be as far from 
each other on the ideological spectrum 
as possible. 

PLATO: Guns should be illegal. 
They are responsible for a staggering 

number of deaths in this country every 
year and serve no positive function in 
the effort made by all reasonable people 
to live together in peace. 

SOCRATES Guns should be legal 
because there \-viii always be both guns 
and unreasonable people who will use 
them for evil ends. Reasonable people 
must have the right to defend them
selves from these people 

PLATO: I tis the responsibility and 
role of government to protect people 
from those who would do them harm. 
Put the money spent on guns every 
year into new policemen and you will 
have no problem. 

SOCRATES What, then, if your 
government or police change and tum 
bad. They will have little trouble subju
gating everyone to their .,..,.ilJ if only 
they have guns. 

The point of this dialogue is to 
demonstrate that any argument can be 
successfully rendered by great think
ers and used car salesmen alike. Fur
thermore, any of the aforementioned 
topics can be argued in the same forum. 
So how is it that one thing is right and 
one thing is wrong? The answer is that 
you get to decide, and deciding is no 
small task; it is a God-like endeavor. 

It is completely possible tha t right 
and wrong did not exist in this uni
,·erse before man wrenched it from the 
dark void and gave birth to these pow
erful concepts. Take abortion for ex
ample. Everyone knowsthatabortions 
are not good things but that a women's 
right to choose is fund a menta I and nec
essary. "Slow down" you might say, 
" that topic is still on the burner for 
many people." My answer is this: if you 
want to be taken seriously anywhere in 
popular culture you better mind your 
P'sand Q's, because that's the wayi tis. 
America decided to support a woman's 
right to choose when AI Gore asked 
Dan Quayle, "Do yo u support a 
woman's right to choose?" and we 
elected Bill Clinton. 

The Supreme Court would like to 
believe it's calling the shots on issues 
like these, but in fact it is you who steer 
the ship of state. In the final analysis, 
Government can only succeed if it 
makes Ia ws and decisions in tunc with 
the morals and manners of the times. 
Take prohibition for example: it did not 
last long. An up and coming issue for 
us to decide is whether or not to legal-
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ize marijuana. Right now, smoking pot 
is technically wrong. But your grand
parents will still love you if you do. Bill 
Clinton did not inhale, but it will not be 
long before we get a President who did. 
It would be really funny to me if Bill 
Clinton lied and has actually never 
smoked pot, but just said he did be
causesomepoliticalscientistdidastudy 
and found that he would get more votes 
if he claimed he had . 

Correct thought varies from cul
ture to culture and group to group, but 
when we live together we develop a 
consensus and we enforce it by ostra
dzingand marginalizing those who do 
not conform. Now that I have illus
trated and identified the concept of 
correct thought, I would like to step 
back, put it on the coffee table and pass 
judgment on it. I can imagine Ivan the 
Terrible returning from the grave and 
learning how to manipulate correct 
thought to his ovm agenda. I can imag
ine nursing new generations of chil
dren on television depictions of violent 
rape and murder because the ratings 
are good and censorship is wrong. I can 
remember George Orwell's 1984: the 
thought police, and newsspeak. And 
these things make me frightened of 
correct thought. But I can also see a 

"It would be really funny 
if Bill Clinton ... never 

smoked pot, but just said 
he did because some 

political scientist did a 
study and found that he 
would get more votes ... " 

country called America whose correct 
thought at least tries to mdude other 
cultures and colors of skin than the one 
that dominates it, a country in which 
you can be gay and at least have the 
technical supportofthelaw. And tome 
these things seem good. So in the end , 
I do not claim to knov.• and if I did I 
would be a terrible charlatan. I would 
like to say, ho\vever, that I a man Ameri
can and proud of it and 1 would urge 
you to wave the flag yourself because if 
you don' t fuckheads like Rush 
Limbaugh will wave it for vou. :.J 
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~Poetry~ 

Dreaming 

Last night I dreamt of you and I 
We were walking hand in hand 

\Ve were walking towards Revolution 
That Revolution Lhat we want so much 
\Ve walked and walked 

It seemed endless 

And then the ringing of the phone woke me up 
It was Javier 

He called to tell me you had died 
You were killed in battle 

Today I'm still dreaming of you and I 
\Ve are still walking! 

It's not an obsession 

or a possession, 

It is only that 
l can feel it. 

lL is suddenly alii know, 

for now you can understand. 
It can't be done alone. 

That is why it is only an expression. 
I can feel it. 

- Eddie Othon 

- Gabriela 

un dia 

lo mejor en cuan to a tu am or 
es que no acabe 

despues de un momenta apacionante ... 
no he olvidado mis esperanzas, 
ni mis suenos 

y se que lo que siento es cieno 
que no huye 

esta es la raz6n que te espere 

-Jennifer Da Silva 
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Cam bios 

Me siemo aqui mirando su boca moverse 
Solo miro que Ia boca se le mueve porque no oigo lo que dice 

o quiero oir lo que dice 
Habla de cambios-dice ella. 
Pero que clase de cam bios 
Cambios que le combieneb a aquellos 
Aquellos que se olvidan de nosOLros 
Ya deja de mover esa maldiLa boca 
Palabras ... Biah, blah, blah! y nada mas. 
Cambios-edificios, computadoras 
Y los cambios sociales? 
P1erden liempo hablando tanto mientras 

har geme muriendo de hambre, frio y SIDA! 
Cambios-sus cam bios senora 

son muy pero muy diferente de mis cam bios! !! 

-Gabriela 

M A R c H 8, I 9 9 4 

You CAN RuN ... 
(continued from page 5) 

Freeburg every acoustic night at the 
Grove House. 

I didn' t share that \vith Mita, but 
she did address the issue. "It's an issue 
of small schools everywhere. How to 
achieve a place where privacy and in
terpersonal community living can fur
ther facilitate a healthy four years of 
schooL A place should structure things 
to insure privacy, personal space, to be 
sensitive to individual students so they 
can li\·e in their own way. But, it is 
useful to have studied in close quar
ters, freshmen make good friendships 
because of the process. Plus \.vith closer 
social ties, there is more social sup
port." 

It looks like the bottom line to Pitzer 
education within this realm is what 
matters to you personally. It's your 
choice entirely. Does it matter that ev
eryone may know you like shooting 
paint pellets at rabbits, and if it does 
how do you deal with it? Enough 
situations come up where one is forced 
to deal with theseconfiningsocial struc
tures. Do you feel that you need close 
social support, and if so, why? Hope
fully, the story goes, if one asks these 
things and finds answers, they will dis
cover something about themselves. lf 
students are responsible they will use 
this to better themselves. After that, 
the world awaits such a viceroy of 
knowledgeandcompassion.PitzerStu
dents who are socially responsible for 
their actions at Pitzer because of this 
education process hopefully will be 
socially responsible adults-- a Pitzer 
education goaL 

Until then, go ahead, explore that 
obsession for long eyelashes and bibli
cal quotes. Just don't kill anybody or 
shoot a spit ball in their eye. This small 
community may annoy you, make you 
paranoid, make you feel like you did 
condemn yourself to Hell, but remem
ber... we all feel the same for the most 
part. So relax and grow plants or some
thing. Hobbies are wonderful for the 
concentration to block out everything 
around vou. Thisiswhvl '"•rite for The 
Other Si~te. ' 

BAck oN T~E FARM 
(continued from page 10) 

alism that once dominated this schooL 
For example, on March 29th, students 
and faculty will be asked to lend a hand 
in the creation of the farm by volun
teering to hdp clear the area that is now 
a parking lot, but will eventually be the 
farm. 

The emphasis of the project is on 
communal use of the farm to foster, not 
only a viable garden, but personal in
teraction as well. Many people at this 
school, as well as contributors to this 
magazine have complained about the 
perception that Pitzer has been trans
formed into a more mainstream col
lege,and has lost its ideals in the process. 
The farm project, in a sense, reaffirms 
some of the qualities that once endeared 
Pitzer to many; community action and 
social consciousness. By emphasizing 
the use of ecologically sustainable 
plants and farming techniques, as well 
as the involvement of the community 
as a whole, the farm project can be seen 
as a redefinition of Pitzer activism in 
the face of a changing Pitzer campus. 

The infomlation contained in this ar
ticle was taken from a revised draft (11/8/ 
93) by Professor John Rodmnn outlining 
the Pit:cer Fam1 Project. 

WANT Soup ... ? 
(continued from page 6) 

rate it, this place can teach you a lot. 
You could learn about the futilityoflife 
or the excitement of intellectual pur
suit. You could learn how to think. 
Imagine that, I know I do. As the Black 
Sheep say, "the choice is yours." 
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BliNd PosiTiviry 
(continued from page 7) 

Pitzer does well, only that, in order to 
affirm this fact, we need not always 
state it in such self evident ways. Shut
ting off our critical mechanisms will 
put usamongthosecontent with never 
being challenged, like those who were 
pleased to hear Shelby Steele's analy
sis, that wouldn't question the face 
value of political situations. 

After answering several questions 
from the audience (You're not listening, 
you'renot listening ... you just want to gloss 
things over with oppression) Shelby Steele 
started to get exasperated by the mem
bers of the audience that were asking 
him to further explain the reasoning 
behind his viewpoint. He was obvi
ously interested in defending his posi
tion, perhaps as any speaker should be, 
but did not seem particularly intent 
upon an exchange of ideas. 

"Excuse me!! Excuse me!!" 
screamed a student from the back that 
had been holding her hand up for a 
long time. The speaker stopped and 
looked at her, and said: "I've had a 
long day. There will be no more ques
tions." 

(continued from page 12) 

Beach. 
Maybe all of Pitzer's laundry prob

lems would be solved not by the simple 
act of encouraging everyone to respect 
each other and treat others' laundry as 
they would have theirs treated, but by 
creating a Laundromat. Let's put all 
the washers and dryers in one place 
and create an environment where 
people want to hang out and wait for 
their laundry and gossip about who's 
sleeping with whom; make it a com
munal thing. Hey, everybody is al
ways talking about Pitzer needing a 
sense of community ... 
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