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FROM 
T H E 
EDITOR'S 
DE 5 K 

The Republicans 
Don't Deserve to 

Win in 1992 
ecently, the opinion/editorial pages of the nation's newspapers and magazines have 
prophesied that the Democrats won't win in 1992. Citing the Democrats' reluctance 
o support America's *successful" war, these writers have concluded that Bush wdl 

ride out his victory tour through '92 In a recent editorial Michael Kinsley, a Senior Editor 
of Tht Ntw Rrpublic and the ·left" of CN 's Crossfirt summed up the Democrats' political fu. 
ture as such: "To be sure, next year's Democratic nomanee will probably lose, and could 
well lose big. They usually do." There is no use belittling the Democrats' slim chances next 
year. Instead, one ought to look at things in a different light. 

The Republicans and Bush don't deserve to win. Not only because Reaganomacs cata
pulted the country into its current economic woes, not only because Bush's •drug war· is 
failmg - as it attempts to thwart out the supply instead of diminishing the demand, and 
not only because the Republicans' education policy is a futile attempt to solve our most 
overbearing problem; it is simply because they cannot be trusted. Before you dismiss thts 
argument as another ltberal Democrat attemptang to save his flailmg party, read on. 

Richard Nixon's imperialist tendencies, Reagan's covert aCtions, and Bush's mtlttary insts· 
tence all point to a Republican reign of power whtch can be charactenzed as decettful, 
manipulative, and sometimes dishonest Nixon's flagrant illegalities are commonly known, 
from his involvement in Watergate lO his expansion of the ·executive privilege• in order tO 

deny information to Congress. But today he is honored with his own ltbrary. 
As time passes, it becomes more apparent that Ronald Reagan was centrally anvolved an 

the Iran-Contra affair, both supportang and authonzing covert operattons. Btll Moyer's re· 
cent Frontlint segment on the scandal presents the facts in a manner which would be hard 
to deny. His ·memory loss· tactic will not succeed much longer. Today, Reagan is regarded 
as a great President. He also has his own library. 

Recently, reports have re-surfaced alleging that the Reagan campaign negotiated with 
Iran to delay the release of the fifty-two American hostages The conservative fc011omist re
ported (5/4191) three facts surrounding the controversy. First, the hostages were released 
at the same ttme Reagan was sworn in as President; second, the Israelis began shipptng 
arms to Iran shortly after the inauguration, and last, several Reagan campaign aides met an 
lrantan emtssary m Paris dunng the election campaign. With these facts , tn addnion to 
new witnesses surfacmg the possibtltty of proof of these allegations seems plaustble, ,f not 
probable. 

f-inally, while the majority of Americans celebrate our swift VICtory in the Gulf, there are 
new allegations charging that President Bush was set on gomg to war on August 4th two 
days aher Iraq invaded Kuwait. In his new book, Colll~~~andm , Bob Woodward (of Water
gate fame) reports this claim in addition to divulging reports that the Joint Chtefs of Staff, 
Coltn Powell, was hesitant (at least) to enter the war and attempted to persuade the Presi
dent to wait out the sancttons. If Woodward's accusations are true it suggests our President 
was less than honest with the public (To be fair, recent revtews of the book are less than 
positive). Regardless, one ought to go beyond our conventional media sources and investi
gate the matter to his/her own satisfaction. 

I wrne this editorial not purely as a Mbashing" session on Republtcans, but as a means to 
potnt out a rerurring pattern in the Republican governments of the last two decades. coer
CIOn, manipulation, and dishonesty I believe our system, wtth some refinement, can work. 
It JUSt needs the right people to run it. So far, the Republican patterns described above 
prove they are the wrong people for the JOb. 

T his being my last ISSUe as Editor, I was supposed to eulogtze my Involvement Wtth r,, 
Othtr Sidt over the years But, as you can tell , other things were on my mtnd. Anyway, 

you ought to turn to page thtny and engross yourself m the literary bnlltance of our new 
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Defending the Boys 

As a woman on Jenny Spitz's hall I wish to 
give an opinion on her so called "sexual 

harassment." I believe that the men, or as 
Jenny degrades them, "boys: have been 
wrongly portrayed as peNerts. With the ad
dition of Jenny's follow up article in Tbc RL
Pino, the story has been brought to the atten
tion of all five colleges. I think that it is 
about time that the other side of the story be 
told. These stories were written by a girl 
who teases everyone to the point of over· 
teasing. She jokes about how she wants to 
get "laid' this weekend or how she was hit· 
ting on some guy at a party last night 

She has blown a teasing session into a 
"sexual harassment" case. She has brought 
the story up several times instead of lening it 
be put to rest. In December of 1990, she 
took her side of the story to the Dean of Stu· 
dents. By the end of the £irst semester the 
situation had been handled and was thought 
to be over However, at the beginning of 
the second semester she retold her so called 
"sexual harassment" case to The Or!Jrr Side . 
Now almost five months later, she again 
must glorify herself by reprinting her first ar
ticle with some additions and placed it in The 
Re-View 

We have all read the articles, I dare not 
call them the facts because they are just sto· 
ries. Many of the stories are blown out of 
proportion to a large extent. In the begin· 
ning it was all fun and games. Everyone on 
the hall was friends and that means some-

CORRECTIONS 
·. 'fn "Third WoMWomen·s Receipts a11d 
teo logy,~ llll. essay _in the Post.modernism 
se~tion last issue {4/23/91) it should llave 
been noted 1hat lhe article continued 'on 
page 37. Oue to a:. production errnr, the 
continuation. notice was missing. We apol
ogize to our readers and the .author, Pro-
iessorlourdes ArqueD~s.. ·· 

. :tn the satiri~al 51iece, - Library Week 
:Consumes Claremont,.• {4/23/SH it was 
wntt~n that Nath.aniafHaWihome wrote 
Sifly Budd. NOPE! ·Rerrtlan MelVille wrote 
8iUy 8tJdd. . . . 

. . - -

. Chris Davis' artic.le. Introducing post
modernism (p. 20, 4123/ 91) should have 
been titled, ·surveying the Postmodern 
lanscape. • We did some research and 
~c)ncluded that *lancape· is not a word. 
Sorry Scrabble fans! 

times teasing goes on. I stress that it was all 
in the spirit of fun. I never once saw any of 
the men in question "grab" Jenny in any 
place, nor did I see any of them make sexual 
overtures towards her. Jenny even said her
self that the way her family shows affection 
is by sarcasm and teasing. She did just that. 
She would tease them just as ITRlCh as any of 
them teased her within the same sexual con
text. 

When the teasing got out of hand, all that 
would have to be done was to ask the men to 
stop. People can always go overboard on 
anything, but when anyone got side of the 
teasing it would stop. Jenny never ap· 
proached any of the men in question to ask 
them to stop the teasing, even though she 
claims she did She just took her complaint 
to the Dean of Students and screamed ·sexu
al harassmenL • 

The sad part about the situation is that the 
men in question have never been able to tell 
their side of the story. When the arttde first 
came out, they were told not to respond or 
do anything to defend themselves by the ad
ministration. By not responding, the public 
believed that they were incriminating them
selves. I do not think that anyone, except 
those on the hall, have ever heard the men's 
opinions on the accusation. I feel they 
should be heard These men have been dts· 
graced and one of them even told me he had 
been called "sexist" several times. It really 
makes me mad that these men have been 
hurt ~ause of these stories. 

Jenny told me several t imes that the point 
of the stories were to make people aware of 
"sexual harassment." This is great, but these 
stories have been taken too far and have hurt 
too many people. The examples that were 
used in her article were taken out of context. 
some of them being blatant lies, and blown 
out of proportion to prove her point. Well 
the point has been made in Tht Otha- SiJt and 
again in Tht Re-Vtno. However, the pomt 
was made at the expense of others. To make 
her point she made herself look innocent 
through the entire ordeal. 

The crazy part about this whole story tS 

that she has ruined these men's reputations 
but she still acts as though they arc her 
friends. If Jenny felt so victimized and "can 
never think of any of these people [the men 
in question] as [her} friends again; then why 
does she continually sit with them at meals 
and say •h;• to them in the halls. Even now, 
the men choose to ignore Jenny mstead of 
running the risk of being accused of sc,.-ual 
harassment yet again. 

I am only trying to point out in thts lellcr 
that before people start calling these men 

"sexists" or "perverts • why don't they ask 
them what really happened. If one gtrl 
screams "sexual harassment," does that mean 
she is telling the truth7 And if ten men say 
that nothing happened, then are they telling 
the truth7 Before making an opinion why 
nO{ get the facts from both sides, instead of 
automatically believing just one. After all , 
the Justice System requires that everyone is 
considered innocent until proven guilty. In 
this case the reverse happened Shouldn't we 
follow the same principles as the Justice Sys
tem] For these men, there was no justice. 
Through this letter I hope there now will be . 

• NOTE: This is not to undermine any of 
the feelings Jenny experienced I JUSt think 
she used the wrong method of venting her 
frustrations and hun a lot of people in the 
process. 

/,. Rts(loPISL 

-Barbae &o
w:rb MariL Frazn 

P.rur- '93 

1 fultbar S<llllt tbn•gs baw ro be saiJ iN rnpo .. se lo 
Barbara BroiDI< a"d Mane Frazu's ldto-. F10r of all 
1 did "ot /lttbLsb "'Y arttclcs "' The Re-View ro 
"glan.fy• "'Y~lf The Re-View aPproacbal "'t <~,.J 
aslred Pitt lo llvblisl. StcoKdly, 1 CJJPII< lo <1 dteisioN 
croa WiJ<Itr Break 1401 to ostr<~crzt t;toplt OPI w.y ball 
for wuo,.s of ~~~ahml)'. 1 sriU Jo,. '1 co,.sido- 1bo1e o" 
.... y ball moolvcJ iM I~ bar<~SS,..t>ll "'Y friO<ds. bwl l 
rb.,.Jr: il1s radiClllows wbn.l CO'PI< aaou tbtm lo prt~tl<d 
rlxy d'o" 'r ncJSI TlmJiy. I bow ncprcs1cJ bot& "' /In· 
so" <n<d m pr ... rrbar if ""Yo"t fro111 tbt ball f«ls tbat 
rlxy ""'tr partictpattJ ;,. barass~<~t>tl, tbty cowiJ 1111lt 
lo l!le abowt it, IUid 1 wowld lisrr~~ ro tbnr rtaSCKS Ft· 
..aUy, tbc al/cg<~llo"s aprcs~J uo lbt fc1trr <!bON I 1lf'J 

bn..g a "ltasc0 au botb wxlntc aNd ;,.&,a,.J. 1401 lo 
PlltltiJOPI b.gl,ly offt~<11Pt I baPc Kro« satd or Pwb
lts~.l a")'tbmg rbar did Kol <~Clwally bappo.. I wowiJ 
b<1t1t >~Oib"'9 to gat" by domg so Barb<~ra llr0111" 
a>.d M£lr,c Frazee's !tutr JWSI ft11tratn "'Y po,,.ll 
abowt propfc KOI C0 1411!1Wl<JC.:IIIll9 aNJ wbat lbal CQK 

ltJIJ to 
-Jnc"y Spatz 

Get Off Your Ass 

The following tS a response that I had ro 
three of the articles in rhe last issue of 

Tbt Otk Sidt. "T roublcd waters," •Pitzer at 
Play. Pitzer at Unrest. and ·No Parkmg 
Anytime • I understand that there arc many 
issues and policies that arc cau~ing a great 
deal of stress on campus and do not want to 
bet.ttle them in any way. What I would like 
to address is the att•tudc and acti ons illus
trated in these articles. 

First, I would ltke to po1nt our that we arc 

Continued on next pJge 
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in college now and range in age: from 17 to 
22. People: , we: ar-c: supposed to be young 
adults and have a fauiy high level of maturi
ty. Several of the actions of the last month 
show a complete lack of maturity a nd 
thoughtfulness I personally d on't care what 
the issue is or who is involved. The pulling 
of fire alarms, whether repeatedly or not, the 
shooting of bottle rockets at individuals, and 
the verbal aHaclcs are all quite childish. I fail 
to see how repetition of such 1mmature ac
tions and attitudes can lead to any form of 
civilized dsscussion or resolution of any con
flict. On top of that the incident pissed the 
hell out of me. h succeeded in focusing my 
anger towards those w ho performed the: 
pranks rather than the issues with which 
they are concerned. I begin to lose trust in 
the: BOY wh o continually c ries wolf. 

Second, in response: to the issue of the: 
East Mesa parking lot, for those of you who 
claim that it's out in the middle of nowhere, I 
would like to inform you that it is no funher 
than a hundred yards from Holden and at 
least within three h undred yards of Mead 
and Sanborn. I failed to see security as an is
sue since more break-ins occur in the lots im
mediately adJacent to the dorms than in the 
E.st Mesa. 

What disturbs me the most is again the at 
titude 1llustrated by this whole issue. I have 
heard that some members of the faculty and 
administration have raise d concern about 
Pitzer becoming a Rich-Kid's playground I 
don't want to believe it, but bitching about a 
parking lot less than th ree hundred yards 
from your dorm makes it hard Hey. I'd be 
grateful "''e even have parking on campus 

I just ask one favor of those of you who 
cont1nue t o foster t h e a bove a ttitudes, 
GROW UP AND GET OFF YOU R ASS, 
this whole scene is disgraceful. 

-Jwslilc PoUock 
Class of9J 

Anti - Police State(ment) 

In the March 19th issue of Tiu Orba Sidt, 
there appeared •An Open Letter to the Mi

nority Recruitment and Concerns Commit
tee and the P1tzer Commumty" regarding the 
Anti-Discrimination Board. In his letter, Mr. 
Verbiscar ma de several suggestions as to 
how the Anti-Discrimination Board, which is 
a subcommittee of MRCC, could achieve its 
stated goals. Through his use of acronyms 
such as -uSSR (United Students Supporting 
Reactionaries)" and "KGBs (Kinder, Gentler 
Brigade for surveillance)", it seems that Mr. 
Verbtscar views the board as a form of 
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thought police. While we respect Mr. Ver
biscar's right to express his ideas, and wel
come the beginning of a dialogue on the role 
of the Board, we would like to clear up any 
misconceptions that Mr. Verbtscar or others 
may have. 

O ne of the ed uca tional objecltves of 
Pitzer College is Concern with the Social 
Consequences and Ethical Implications of 
Knowledge and Action. It states, "Through 
examining the social consequences and ethi
cal implications of the issues they explore , 
students learn to evaluate the effects o f mdi
vidual actions and soc1al policies and to take 
responsibility for makmg the world we live 
m a better place." Ideally th1s along with 
the other educational objectives of the col
lege, as well as its participatory governance 
system, should create an envuonment in 
which all members of the community would 
feel comfortable and have an equal voice 
U nfortu nately, these goals have not yet 
been attained Across col lege campuses na
tion wide: there has been an upsurge in hate 
c rimes and verbal a ttacks and jokes aimed 
against people of color, women, and gays 
and lesbians, and Pitzer has not been an ex
ception to this trend 

The initial discussions last spring wh1ch 
led to the formation of the Board grew out 
of dissatisfaction of students of color with 
the general atmosphere on Pitzer's campus 
and the treatment of minorities, women, the 
physically challenged and gays and lesbians 
in the dorms, the classroom, the dining hall 
and elsewhere. The Board was then created 
in an effort to provide a place for students 
who were experiencing discrimination to dis
cuss the words and actions wh1ch they found 
insulting or threatening, and where the col
lege could work to educate the communtty 
about what can be seen as discriminatory. 
Ultimately, this will help hold students, fac
ulty, staff and administration feel responsible 
for the painful feelings, a lienation, and dis
comfort caused by discriminatory words and 
for the detrimental effects of such behaviors 
on educational ach1evement and feelings of 
community. 

The objectives of the board are "to raise 
the consciousness of the: Pitzer community 
as to the kinds of comments and behaviors 
which may be perceived as msulting, de
meaning, and/or discriminatory, and to cre
ate through that understanding an environ
ment in and outside the classroom whtch 
pennits the active, and candid occb.r"gt of Jms 
in a context that welcomes and confirms all 
participants." It is d ifficult to understand 
how someone could view the board as a form 
of "thought police" when these objectives 

clearly indicate that we are try1ng to move 
away from a soc1ety where open, free discus
SIOn IS not encouraged 

In an attempt to achieve these obj<:ct•ves, 
the Board can serve interested students 10 the 
following ways: an informal liaison between 
the student and person involved •n an action 
or speech seen as discriminatory, provide a 
place for discuss1on for these types of tssues. 
educatmg the community about the types of 
discrimination occumng on campus, while 
maintaining as much confidentiality as possi
ble lor the: people mvolved, and refcrr.:~l to 
already-extsllng judicial, grievance, and me
diating procedures. 

In an educational setting, espeCially here 
at Pitzer, people should learn to live with 
and appreciate those who are d.fferent In
stead, those who are different are suppressed 
through excllbion and ridicule. Although all 
the names of the members of the Anti-Dis
crimination Board were listed in the memo 
to the Pitzer community, Prof. Arguelles was 
the only member mentioned by name in the 
letter. Why did Prof. Arguelles become the 
focus of the anack when there are six other 
members on the board' It seems that the 
more different one: is, the more she o r he •~ 
attacked This is one of the primary reasons 
that the Board has been created: to encour
age acceptance and recognillon as equals of 
those who are different from ourselves. 

Since Mr. Verbiscar's art icle first appeared 
inn~ Orbo- Su!t, there has been a response in 
the Letters Section of Tix Ollxr Su:k from two 
other students. This is the type of dialogue 
we hope to c reate and maintain Anyone 
who might have comments o r suggestions is 
encouraged to contact the members of the 
Board or of MRCC. We hope that the 
Board will function in a way whtch IS not ac
cusatory, but which will keep the doors open 
for free discussion of all types of discrimina
tion. 

-AMtr-Dtsc:ru.tU<411010 Board MtJ&bm 
E"laaMb C.zslro. 92, ln~"if" K.a~JU~v, '92, 

l..ottrks Argue/Its, Aloe Strombag. 
lac-k Swii~N><. LR~o To"9'<"· 

lOStflb Park. MRCC (o,.Ontor 

["11t ongilcal om ioN of Mr. Vnbucoar's arllclt '"
dwdtd rt}trnte:6 10 P,ojtSSor J\rgwtllts "' bod1 1k 11rlt 
aJ<J lbt art,clc A}ltr JaOtS51M9 rbtsc rt}trCt<CtS. Mr. 
V nfllScoar oJ IIIJSdj agrttJ IO fO.OIIt lht COIIUfiOIIS 1M 

qwl!'llimt Ho-. Jwc to a pro:lwclioM aror. Projl!'lscw 

Argvrl!rs 1 "amt -s NOI OI!Uitd JrOifl rlxo rcxl of rht 
arrrck The Other Side apologa:tS for IM m-or] 

-D.G 

••ToE REAL 
A Brief Analysis of the Farce That 'Ve Fear 

By Karen Steen and Sara Shepperd 

K.S.: All of my friends are worried aboJt their entrance into 
the ·real world~ ... twelve days from now. I'm just worried 
about missing it What if I JUSt don't wake up on May 20th? 
What if I just sleep right through it? Will I be any more or less 
mature? Will I be trapped in post adolescent-young adult
hood forever? Why is so much emphasis placed on one 
day? ... 

S.S.: People act like graduating from college makes you in
stantly mature ... automatically capable, suddenly indepen
dent. What makes people th"nk that gening an a lowance, 
eating in a dining hall and living in a dorm room makes some
one able, overnight, to afford rent payments and possible 
loneliness? Maybe some people learned to economize and 
fend for themselves in their four years here ... l bet a lot of us 
didn't.. . 

K.S.: The most rid iculous part about this ·single Day as a 
Threshold. concept is that adults pressure us about a bridge 
they never had to cross. ·Adolescent." ·Pubescent,· ·voung 
Adult,· how old are these phrases, really? Today's adults 
don't know the pressure of this coming-of-age crap. There 
was no such thing as a teenager in the old days ... There's no 
such thing as a •teenager· now in half the world ... . 

S.S.: Yeah, it's true. Even in the older TV shows they used 
terms like ·young man· and ·young women; but those kids. 
Wally Cleaver. Bud Anderson, Joanie Cunnigham, were still 
just kids. They weren't looking at colleges in ninth and tenth 
grade. They weren't asked to "pick a major" their freshman 
year. or expected to know what they wanted to do with the 
rest of their lives buy the time they were 21 or 'l1.. You were a 
kid and then later you were an adult, none of the in-between 
bullshit. .. 

K.S.: And the -becoming a woman" concept, where does it 
end? Or begin, for that matter? When you get your first period 

"\Ve have more features 
than you'd expecL 

140 N. Indian Hill S~ .• Clanwnont, CA 91711 
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you're 12 or 13 ... would you call that a woman? Or when you 
lose your virginity, these days at fifteen or sixteen, is that a 
woman either? When you graduate from college? When you 
get married? Have a baby? Who determmes these transitions 
into so-called adulthood? ... 

S.S.: Adulthood is a farce. I know sixteens year-olds more 
"mature~ than me and fifty-year-olds who are immature as 
hell, assuming the definition of mature connotates security, 
responsibility and self-assurance. These attributes don't al
ways surface in four years and $100,000 of education. Some 
of us will still carry copies of Dad's cred"t card, while others 
have been working to pay the·r way through Piuer all along. 
One thing is sure. no one becomes a new person overnight. 
Not on May 18th, not ever .... 

K.S.: You're the same person after you graduate as you are 
before. Get a haircut, buy a suit land a $40,000-a-year job at 
Price-Waterhouse and start wearing pantyhose for Christ's 
sake ... your life is still your rte .. 

S.S.: And if you can't make your m·nimum Visa payment or 
decide which dress to wear to dinner or understand why 
your girlfriend is suddenly so moody, your degree ain't gonna 
help much with those problems ... problems you'll 1ace in the 
real world .. .. 

K.S.: Don't let anyone tell you how awful the "real worW is 
By comparison it may be a p•ece of cake. You won't have to 
pay six buc!(s for a bowl of Cap'n Crunch and an ice-cream 
cone. You won't have a bunch of drunken morons pulling fire 
alarms in your apartment seven times a night. You won't run 
into your ex at every social gathering you attend ... 

S.S.: You may start off broke, living m a dump, eating Break
fast Bars and drinking cheap oeer, but hey ... after college you 
should feel right at home .... 

S. P.E. 
silent 

P-artners 
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A
lthough I may come across as the 
"typical" college student, don't let 
looks deceive you. Behind the ev

er so trendy John Lennon style sunglass
es and the Peppermint Pattie face lurks a 
wtfe and mother of three. It may seem 
to you like an easy task to blend in with 
fellow students, however, without being 
able to "hang out; tt's almost impossible 
to meet people (unless you happen to be 
one of my babysitters!) 

I realize that there are some things 
I've given up by being a New Resources 
student. While my fellow students' 
biggest problems are usually complain
ing about the alcohol policy or having 
to wait that extra few days for an al
lowance check, I have to wonder when 
I'll ever get my Thesis finished smce my 
kids have the nu, not to menuon trytng 
tO maintain a relationship with my hus
band. 

I mean, you guys are scamming every 
weekend (or more ... ) and I'm married 
and have to squeeze sex into my Filo
Fax. It is really difficult to look and 

them not to waste their money ... (not 
that they had much). Instead they were 
very supportive and would have gladly 
been involved with whatever I decided 
to pursue. 

When people meet me they assume 
that I am just another student, although 
they usually peg me as a "Scnppsie: I 
am glad that I am still young enough to 
eastly blend in. Most of the New Re
sources students are older and have a 
harder time. 

smell attracttve at the end of the day ~-r;., 
with baby spit-up on you clothes and in 
your hatr. Belteve me, I'm a real "turn 
on." If only those guys at Wedntte 
could see me now I 

However, I do realize that if I were a 
"regular" student, I wouldn't exactly be 
lonely, to say the least. I get proposi
tioned by students at WedNite . Of 
course it's kinda funny when I have to 
look at them and say, "Yeah, I'd really 
love to go back to your dorm, but I have 
to get home and pay the babysitter.-

Don't get me wrong, it's not like I re
gret my decision. In 1980 I made a con
scious deosion to establish m}' life be
fore I pursued my formal "adult educa
tion." Now that I'm tn my final semester 
of college it is clear tO me that I have 
gained a lot more than perhaps the typ•
cal student does, sure, when I was your 
age, e1ghteen or nineteen, I wanted to 
party, have fun, and expenence life--so I 
d1d without wasting imponant }'Cars on 
my educat1on. 

l was not into it. After high school I 
was ready for anything but more educa
tion .. I am really glad that my parents 
d1dn't pressure me to go to college right 
away, tf they had I would have told 
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Acceptance IS very important to any
body. You know how difficult tt is com
ing in as an eighteen-year-old trying to 
fit en -now imagine yourself tn the po
sitton of a person ten years older who 
has been away for sometime from the 
academtc sphere Baby, tt 's no picntc. 
However, I do enJOY betng voyeur to 
another generation's dtalogue and tssues 
and then gomg home to m}' four and six 
year old's daily concerns of whether 
they can play Nintendo , or whether 
they can stay up unttl eight to watch the 
S impsons ( wh 1ch ts wa y o ver their 
heads). 

Sence I am New Resources student it 
is difficult to get the kind o f suppo rt 
from other students that I need W tth 
out too much tn commo n, what can an-

other student relate to? 
I am an English/Studio An major and 

find it very difficult to get people to 
come to poetry and fiction readings, as 
well as my Senior art show at Salathe. 
My show opened last April 15th, and 
twenty people showed up. This census 
includes professors, family, outside 
friends and a few students. I hope that 
the other hundred plus flyers I put out 
attracted some of you to go during that 
week to the gallery to see the show. It 
is very important to have support. Even 
if you don't see me at a five-college par
ty, I am still supportive of my fellow stu
dents. 

I am respected by professors but I'd 
really like to know that there is a strong 
sense of comraderie through academics. 
I have really enjoyed my educational ex
perience and I know I wtll uttlize much 
I've learned. It's not so bad being an 
"older" student, but it does get quiet. 

One of the most important things 
that I have learned so far in my life IS 

that it is crucial to get past the rhetoric 
and truly care for each other th rough 
honesty. It might be enlightening for 
students to extend themselves a little 
further and to get to know and support 
the ever growing fellow s-mdents who 
are a part of the New Resources catego
ry_ Who knows, you might make some 
great friends and maybe both of you 
will learn something 'new' about your
selves. 

In conclusion, maybe one of the rea
sons many students are not acquainted 
with NR students is that other students 
feel they have lmle in common with us. 
It is important not to lose sight of the 
not1on that a college education is con
stdered "adult education_" Students 
probably feel persecuted by faculty or 
admm•stration because they do not look 
upon thetr college education as adult 
education, but rather as an extension of 
h1gh school. In prepanng for whatever 
life has to offer through h1gher educa
tion. remember that your worst fears are 
dest ined to be realized . Face every en
counter pos1t1vely and desire to under
stand other people's point of v1ew. An 
open mtnd is the gtft that education 
provides. 

PITZER ANTHOLOGY 
a time of extraordinary transistion calls for ... 

REFLECTING ON THE PAST 
COMMENTING ON THE FUTURE 
The editors ofThe Other Side would like to honor 
those individuals who have impacted, educated, 

and supported Pitzer over the years. vVe have 
asked Lucian Marquis, Frank Ellsworth, vVemer 

Warmbrunn, and Al Bloom to be a part of this 
special issue. For Frank and Al, these essays come 

at a time in their respective careers when they 
have chosen to move on from Pitzer. For vVerner 

and Lucian, we feel these essays serve as a vehicle 
through which they can comment on their 

experiences at Pitzer thus far. The following 
essays are not CJarewelln speeches. 

photos courtesy of Public Affairs & Pitzer History Project 



Relighting the Spark 
LUCIAN MARQUIS, PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL STUDIES 

Dear Tbc Otbrr Sidc, 
You have asked me to reflect on my twenty five 
years at Pitzer College in 1500 words or less 

and I find myself overwhelmed by so many images, of 
students and colleagues that like William James' babe 
I'm plunged into a world of "buzzing and bumbling 
confusion." 

And so in order to make some sense of all this let 
me begin by presenting an "ideal type" of the almost 
inevitable dynamic of institutions, (of which Pitzer 
College is one example, although the same dynamic is 
applicable to religious denominations as well as to 
marriage and the family). To wit, the beginning is a 
"spark," an idea, a creative act. In the case of Pitzer 
College it was the vision of Robert Bernard and John 
Atherton that brought the College into being. But to 
implement the idea rules have to be established, struc
tures erected, the "spark" trans-
formed into a controlled flame, or 
to mix metaphors the "spark" be
comes "crystallized," "ossified" (this 
dynamic is similar to what Max 
Weber called "the routinization of 
charisma"). 

Every human institution faces the challenge of this 
transformation from "spark" to "crystallization" and no 
one has spoken more movingly to it than Dostoevsky 
in the central chapter of Tbc Brothrrs Karamazov where 
1ne Grand lnquisiter" asks of Christ who (in this fic
titious account) has returned to earth performing his 
miracles, "why did you come back7 Why do you want 
to destroy the church's worki' 

Now I don't believe that President Atherton return
ing to Pitzer would be perceived as a threat to the ex
isting order, but clearly Pitzer IS not the place it was 
twenty five years ago. In the 1965-66 catalog the 
President wrote: "To all young women interested in 
joining an exciting new college devoted to exploration 
and discovery in the social and behavioral sciences 
and liberal arts, we at Pitzer College extend a cordial 
invitation. Our great new experiment in mapping 
man's achievements in the past and planning intelli
gent social goals for his. future may be for you." (em
phasis added) 

The fact that we are no longer a women's college 
and that we have become self-conscious about gender 
specific language already says much about the changes 
that have taken place. The fact that the earlier catalog 
begins with an "Open letter from the President" 
whereas the 1990-91 catalog contains no such person
al message indicates to me that a certain "crystalliza
tion" has taken place. The fact that the 1965-66 cata
log runs to 119 pages whereas the present catalog con-

ll 

tains 258 pages tells us something about the expansion 
of course offerings and programs. The inclusive 
charge for tuition, room, and board 1n 1965-66 was 
$2650. Today's basic budget for on-campus students is 
$21,4 70. This too may indicate something about the 
changes in the social-class compositiOn of the Col
lege. 

Please understand that I am not making the argu
ment that the past was better, or even more communal 
than the present, but rather that it was different. You 
ask: "How have you seen Pitzer evolve since your first 
year here"! The concept of evolution implies a process 
of continuous change from a lower, simpler, or worse 
order to a higher, more complex and better state. 

The story of why and how I came to Pitzer is a 
long and complicated one and this is not the place to 
tell it. However, I came primarily because I thought I 

was joining a new and experimen
tal College. It turned out that 
Pitzer was somet1mcs, albeit rarely, 
experimental. But it gave me the 
opportunity to work in an open 
ambience with a group of students 
who an everyone of those twenty 

five years offered something speCial and unique, to 
conversations and learning beyond the classroom, and 
for this I shall always be grateful. 

The students I knew in 1966, some of whom have 
become my friends, were politically and culturally 
quite different from my present students. That was 
the period of the Vietnam War and the struggle for 
civil rights. In the Post-Pers1an Gulf era new concerns 
have arisen (about the environment, AIDS, and our re
lation to the Third World) but the antensity of those 
concerns is no less great than that of an earlier genera
tion, and I may hope that some of these students w11l 
also become my fnends. 

Finally, to return to my "ideal type." In order to 
avoid the stagnation, routinization, self-satisfaction 
that is inherent in the process of "crystallization" one 
must re-light the "spark." That is the task of reforma
tion and revolution. There are many ways of doing 
this. One way is to bring onto the academic stage 
young and enthusiastic actors - a new generation of 
teachers, and that has been happening with remark
able success at Pitzer. It is they who are "sparkling." 

Cordial greetings, 
Lucian Marquis 

P.S. It might be exciting and enlightening to orga
nize a seminar or colloquium companng catalogs and 
practice {via the Pitzer History Project and contempo
rary interviews) as between then and now. 



The Ambivalence of Transition 
FRANK ELLSWORTH, PRESIDENT & PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL STUDIES 

In my first interview with Tbr Othtr Sidr before I ar
rived at Pitzer, I articulated two themes which I 
would like briefly to address: process and ambiva

lence _ Process lies at the heart of this College: its 
past, present, and future. Thus the past twelve years 
have seen positive developments in a range of areas: fi
nances, facilities, quality and diversity of students, the 
curriculum, the objectives of education which are cen
tral to many aspects of College, new faculty, the board 
of trustees, the retirement of debt, student life, and the 
development and alumni programs. The particulars 
need not be enumerated here for what is important is 
that many people have played a role in these accom
plishments which bode well for the future of the Col
lege_ Principles of participation and community give 
shape and substance these developments. I am too 
close at this point to see many of the particulars of the 
next chapter but it does seem clear 
that student life concerns must be 
addressed as they relate to the ob
jectives of education: these two ar
eas are not mutually exclusive. The 
language opportunities for students 
must be enhanced. Certainly the 
first phase of the student activities and recreation fa
cility must be constructed and monies raised and final 
plans developed for the second phase. 

Students have changed reflecting changes within 
our society and the applicant pool of prospective stu
dents. Students have always been politically and cul
turally involved--qualities I have seen in all classes as I 

have come to know our alumni. Todays students show 
more concern for a variety of social issues and the per
spective of all of us have increased to reAect the inter
cultural and international aspects of our lives. There 
are more activities at the College which are sparked 
by student interests and I would expect this trend to 
continue. There is also a broader diversity of interests 
reflecting the greater diversity of our students. But 
much of the excitement of Pitzer is that it will evolve 
as new people enter our community. For the definition 
of Pitzer is essential to the on-going process. 

My ambivalence twelve years ago as I was leaving 
the University of Chicago is one I am experiencing to
day as I leave Pitzer. Institutions have meaning only 
within the context of people_ I will leave many won
derful and important friends. Change, at least for me, 
is difficult as the impersonality of institutions is not 

that which attracts me. But, it is 
essential for me as I understand 
myself to undertake new experi 
ences and challenges. I cannot be
gin to express adequately my grati-
tude to all of the people who have 
made my Pitzer tenure rewarding 

and educational. My ambivalence is diminished by 
the prospect of new experiences, risks, and friend
ships. 

Frank L. Ellsworth 
President and Professor of Political Studies 

April 30, 1991 

A Summary of The Ellsworth Years 
Pitzer College, 1979-1991 o 

I. Total assets grew from $18 million to $44 million. 
2. Net worth increased from $11 million to $34 million. 
3. Endowment earning income grew from $2.5 million to 

over $2 1 million_ 
4. Over $6 million in debt was retired, much of which 

dated from the founding of the College. 
5. The operating budget was balanced each year. 
6. Freshman applications have doubled; the median SAT 

of entering students has jumped 100 points; and the 
grade point average has reached 3.4. During this peri
od Pitzer has become a national liberal arts college: in 
1980 approximately 55% of Pitzer students came from 
California. In 1990 62% of freshmen came from out
side the state. These trends were noticed by U.S. 
News and World Report, when, after ranking Pitzer as 
one the best regional liberal arts colleges, the next year 
re-dassified Pitzer among the national 220 colleges of 
national scope and stature. 

7. Requirements were instituted in intercultural study so-
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cial responsibility, and interdisciplinary study, as Pitzer 
achieved recognition in the cohort of Reed, Sarah 
Lawrence, and Bennington. 

8. An early and full retirement policy has reduced the 
number of tenured faculty from 89% to 75%. 

9. Of the 25 faculty recruited in recent years increased 
diversity has been achieved: II of the present 62 facul
ty members are minority. 

10. Plans and financing have been completed for academ
ic buildings which will meet the existing academic 
space needs of the College called for since Pitzer was 
founded. 

11 . Plans and financing have been completed for the first 
student activities and recreational fadlities which will 
enhance the existing fadlity which consists of a volley
ball court and frisbee field_ 

12. And a Master Plan has been adopted which will allow 
the College to move ahead with other needed facili-
ties. 

• As supplied by the Office of President Ellsworth 



Pitzer: Then, Now and in the Future 
WERNER WARMBRUNN, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY 

This season may be an excellent time for an as
sessment of Pitzer College. The decade of 
the eighties will be ending this month with a 

number of resignations and retirements and with the 
graduation of one of Pitzer's largest and strongest 
classes. The Pitzer of the nineties will be a very dif
ferent place from that of the sixties, seventies, and 
eighties. The next Presidential administration will 
bear new characteristics to distinguish it from the 
three preceding administrations. The fate of the 
College in the nineties will be shaped in part by 
outside forces, such as demography, economic and 
political trends, much as has been the case in earlier 
years. There could be major changes, and at the 
same time, we hope, a deep continuity. 

THE EVOLLITION OF PITZER Stt-:0: YfAR 01\.'E 
When I first came to Claremont, in the fall of 

1963, Pitzer consisted of a field of rocks, one euca
lyptus tree, and foundations for 
Scott and Sanborn that had just 
been poured with metal rods i \ 
sticking out of the ground. In hu- .._J Q.~ 
man terms, the College consisted 
of President Atherton and his sec-
retary, Madeline Frishman, sitting 
in a small office at CMC, Bill Frenaye, our original 
Development officer, and a Board of Trustees whose 
average age was somewhere in the seventies. But by 
June 1964, President Atherton had assembled his 
original faculty of nine full time teachers. That fac
ulty met for one week in June, and then for three 
weeks in September, to "put the School together." 

What were we (or at least those of us who set the 
agenda in those days) trying to do during the sum
mer before the first students arrived, and during the 
formative first year of the College? In order to un
derstand President Atherton's motivations and those 
of the members of the original faculty, one has to 
remember the moment in history in which the Col
lege was founded. The Civil Rights movement had 
started to change the face of the nation and the Stu
dents for Democratic Society (S.O.S.) had called for 
"participatory" democracy. At this particular point 
in time those of us who were escaping from the 
clutches of large university academic bureaucracies, 
wanted to create a new institution in which all the 
wrongs of the academic world outside and across 
Mills Avenue would be set right. Above all, as over 
and against a world that was full of hypocrisy and 
denial, we wanted to create on this side of Mills Av-

enue an island of honesty and authenticity, a place 
where faculty, students and administrators could im
plicitly and totally trust each other, a world that was 
right for once, compared to an outside world where 
so many things had gone wrong. We wanted stu
dents to be active participants in their own educa
tions and in the governance of the College. Each 
student was expected to engage in independent 
study for one fifth of her program, student life was 
governed by a six member student "House Council," 
and plans for a permanent Constitution were drawn 
up by a Planning Board consisting of six students 
and one faculty member. All significant issues were 
discussed and voted on by a Town Meeting of the 
entire student body chaired by Steve Glass, our ex
pert in parliamentary procedure. 

In that first year two fundamental decisions were 
made about governance and student life. The first 
was that we would adopt a system of community 

governance in which students 
and faculty would work together 

\j in large areas of college life. The 
~~ second decis ion was that we 

would not adopt any parietal (in 
loco parrntis) rules which would at· 
tempt to control student life in 

such matters as alcohol, drug usc, or sex. We 
adopted only one basic ru le--the harassment rule 
designed to protect students and faculty from inter
ference in their leg itimate pursuits. 
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We did this because we knew that attempts to 
police students in areas in which the student culture 
is so largely at variance with the offic ial demands of 
society, would destroy the trust between the mem
bers of the community which we valued uppermost. 
And indeed I believe it is fa ir to say that in these 
stormy years of the middle and late sixties a great 
deal of trust existed between students, faculty and 
administration. 

Student participation was h1gh in the early years 
when we were still trying to put the College togeth
er, although cries o f "apathy ' were already heard in 
the first year when only e ighty instead of one hun
dred students turned out for Town i\\ee ting Unfor
tunately, student part icipation began to decrease as 
the decade wore on, and as the school grew larger 
and the work of governance became increasingly 
routine. But, the desire on the part o f the facu lty 
and student leaders for more student participation 
remained strong for a long time. 

T he sevent ies were a time of transition. The new 

See Warmbrunn, page 18 



Facing the Challenges Ahead 
AL BLOO~l, DEAN OF FACULTI' AND 

PROFESSOH OF PSYCHOLOGY AI\D LI~GUISTICS 

T hr Othrr Sidr has asked for my impressions of 
the important ways in which the College has 
evolved since I came to Pitzer and of the ways 

in which I hope it might improve. I would like to 
speak to two remarkable achievements of the Col
lege and to some of the challenges which I see as de
riving from them. The first accomplishment is that 
Pitzer no longer needs to ask whether to commit to 
educating students for a pluralistic and international
ist world. And the second accomplishment is that 
Pitzer no longer needs to ask whether it can attract 
new faculty and students of the highest caliber. 

While most colleges and universities arc wrestling 
with the demand for broader representation of mi
norities in their communities and for more central 
representation of minority and non-Western experi · 
ence in their curricula, Pitzer has resolved in its own 
collective mind that educating for 
a pluralistic and internationalist 
world is central to its educational 
mission, is of equal importance to 
educating for breadth and depth in 
the current disciplinary construc-
tion of knowledge. We have artic-

II-

ulated distinctive educational objectives in the areas 
of intercultural understanding and social responsibili
ty. We have created faculty positions expressly de
fined to bring diverse racial, ethnic, cultural and gen
der perspectives to the curriculum, and, as a commu
nity, have embraced the faculty hired to fill them. 
We have substantially strengthened our affirmative 
action procedures and given to the newly established 
Minority Recruitment and Concerns Committee a 
central role in College governance. We have, as a 
faculty, begun to invest extraordinary energy in inte· 
grating American minority and non-Western per· 
spectives with traditional disciplinary approaches. 
We have greatly expanded our external studies pro
gram and defined a new intercultural/social responsi
bility requirement. We have created the Anti-dis
crimination Board, the Early Outreach Program the 
Ford Minority Community Leaders Program and the 
Internship Program in minority organizations. These 
do not simply constitute isolated responses to the 
pressures of an intellectual or political climate, but 
are rather expressions of an institutional vision , 
broadly shared, and broadly recognized as educa
tionally and morally crucial. This is a stunning ac
complishment for which the entire Pitzer community 
should be proud. 

At the same time, the College has, in recent years, 
successfully recruited a truly extraordinary junior fac
ulty- diverse in racial, ethnic and intellectual per-
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spectives, invested in teaching committed to the in
stitution, and engaged in expanding and reconstruct
ing the boundaries of modern thought. And as a 
compltment to them, it has successfully recruited as 
well overnowing classes of students who are dynamic 
and independent thinke~ and who are determined to 
make a difference. Again the accomplishment is 
stunning. The College IS on an upward course and 
is, moreover, pursuing that course with significant 
momentum. 

However, to make good on our collective com
mitment to educate for a pluralistic and internation
alist world, there are further steps we must take. 

First, we need to create an environment in which 
our community as a whole can engage in candid dis
cussions of the most sensitive issues of our day (e.g. 
raCism , political correctness. affirmative action, qual-

ity in a pluralistic world' . To that 
end, we must develop strategies 
to encourage members of our 
community to suspend any urge 
tO stereot>•pe or to subtly dis 
count when they hear another use 
an expression or frame of argu-

ment which they perceive to reflect naivete, narrow
mindedness or a political agenda. We must make it 
possible for us all to respond instead by trusting that 
a more complex humane individual lies behind the 
spoken words. one with whom it may very well be 
worthwhile struggling to arrive at a mutual under
standing of points of view. G iven the size of the 
College, its vision of community and its respect for 
difference, we have a very solid base from which to 
begin. And if as a College we can accomplish this 
task, the experience will be important to us and serve 
as an important model to other institutions. 

Second, if we can succeed in creating an intellec
tual community which can effectively confront on an 
institution-wide basis the most sensitive issues of our 
day then we will be in position as well to consoli
date our progress towards the even more ambitious 
task- developing a curriculum for the 21st Century. 
We need to bring tOgether the insights and accom
plishments of both the Western tradition and of 
those groups which have been excluded from, or 
have been asked to defer to, that tradition, to create 
a more complex mclusive intellectual and moral vi
sion, and to fashion upon it a liberal arts curriculum 
appropriate to the next century. The resulting cur
riculum may, within certain areas, exhibit little 
change from the current state. In others areas, it 
may suggest that new questions be asked and that 
previously marginalized content become central. In 

See BLOOM, page 2 3 



WERNER WARMBRUNN, CONTINUED 
President, Robert Atwell, was deeply committed to the 
principle of student and faculty participation and to 
openness in government. But the negative aspects of 
the sixties lifestyle such as excessive individualism, lack 
of respect for property, and substance abuse began to 
poison student life . Yet, as the recent Atherton Society 
series demonstrated, many of our students during that 
decade found Pitzer an ideal place to discover them
selves, to work and to play. For them Pitzer was a good 
place from which to move on to graduate school to 
pursue the interests discovered during their undergrad
uate years here. The economic crises of that decade 
were also reflected at Pitzer in a sense of limitation, a 
slowdown in the recruitment of faculty and a deteriora· 
tion in the admissions situation. 

The eighties at Pitzer, too, were in part a reflection 
of national trends. The eighties nationally were a 
decade of the "Image," when appearance counted more 
than reality, when it became crucial "to feel good."' 
This was the age of the "me-too" generation, and of 
Yippies-turned· Yuppies. Some good things happened 
at Pitzer, in part as a consequence of national prosperi
ty. The endowment increased and new faculty were re· 
cruited during the second half of the decade. The qual
ity of new students improved steadily thanks to the en
ergetic and personable management of Paul Ranslow. 
Under the guidance of Dean Bloom the faculty devel
oped a new set of educational objectives which it will 
have to implement in the nineties. 

But, in my view a large part of the essential basis of 
Pitzer life has been weakened or disappeared in the 
eighties: the elements of trust and participation. At 
least until the establishment of the student Senate, stu· 
dent participation in governance has been at an all time 
low, often limited to a few student politicians co-opted 
by administration or faculty. And just as in the eighties 
deep fault lines and apparently irreconcilable difference 
have arisen in the country at large, between the rich, 
the well-to-do and the new underclass that we allow to 
rot, so, too, at Pitzer deep fault lines and cleavages 
have made their appearance, not primarily along ceo
nomic lines, but between students and administration, 
between younger and older faculty, and between differ
ent departments. 

These cleavages have produced a decrease of Pitzer's 
most precious asset, the clemcm of trust, the knowl
edge that the person or committee w1th whom you are 
dealing mean what they say, and that they will listen to 
you and respect you and your opinion. But, the repair 

at Pitzer, should be easier than in the country at large, 
with a new set of administrators and with students and 
faculty determined to make this a better place. 

THE TASK OF THE NINITlES 
In my view the task for the nineties has been defined 

by my description of the sixties and by my comments 
about the decades that intervened. The fault lines of 
the eighties define for us the opportunities for the 
nineties. To put it in a nutshell: we must attempt to 
create in the nineties the rtality of a community, some· 
thing that will not be easy in an age which worships 
selfishness and social irresponsibility, but I believe it 
can be done at Pitzer. 

Key to the process of recovery is the re-establish
ment of trust across the current fault lines within the 
College. Building on the still existing trust between 
students and faculty, the other fault lines must be 
bridged, step by step. Administrators need to show 
convincingly that they have a deep and abiding com
mitment to student autonomy and participation. They 
must possess a genuine faith in the rationality and con
structive intentions of students and in their potential. 
Students in tum must care. They need to express their 
wishes and their complaints, not once a year in a con
tentious town meeting, but week-by-week in the dorms 
and on committees. Above all, Pitzer students in the 
nineties must believe that they "can make a difference" 
in the College, all seven hundred of you, and that time 
spent with faculty and in governance is more valuable 
than (too much) time spent in parties or on the beach; 
and finally the faculty must work out a reconciliation 
and a genuine trust in each other. They need to reac· 
quire faith in the worth of the colleagues across the 
other side of the fault line, across differences in age, 
race and ideology 

Pitzer will actualize its true potential only if all par
ties concerned put in the time it takes, and if they be
lieve that they can make a difference, if not this year 
then next, or the year thereafter. And as a person who 
probably has failed more frequently over almost three 
decades than any of his colleagues in his many attempts 
to gain acceptance for his various proposals and 
schemes, let me tell you, that I firmly believe that those 
of us who make that investment, and who persist over a 
period of time, can make a difference. And the place 
will remain vital and will be able to grow only if 
enough of us, faculty, students and administra tors, 
make that kind of comm1rment to the College. 

18 

BILL FOREMAN'S VALEDICTORY REVIEW 

Uke Odysseus returning to Ithaca, my musical journey of 
his past year 1s about to come to a dose. But before 1 
m through, 1 must kill the musical suitors. I will not do 

this by direct insult, but will merely let the shining example of 
Hany Carey Kitty do the work for me. 

So dig it. The Kitty is the only real band to hit Claremont 
since Falhng Rock. Why are they for real? What is reality? Is 
reality merely the sum total of our sensory perceptions, or my 
sensory perceptions? Yet that statement implies that there is a 
separate entity to be perceived. That is in and of itself a leap 
of faith. 

You, dear reader, may ask what this discussion of the nature 
of reality and perception has to do with Hany C. Kitty {that's 
the HPitzer Administration Approvedw version of the name). 
Yet l cannot hear you. Y au are not hearing me speak. You 
can't see my lips move. These words are but shapes on a page, 
as the old song goes. So, in these times of doubt, what can we 
hold onto? The answer is clear, my little chickadees. We can 
hold onto each other. That's part of what it means to be a 
musician and that's what this has got to do with Hany Carey 
K1tty This is music, man, they play music, and that's why 
they're real. 

So what about all of the other bands? I'll tell ya somethin'. 
It's trendy these days to be conceptual about bands. You got 
yer •funk rock• bands, yer •thrash" bands, yer "folk rock." yer 
·alternative rockM bands. I can dig it. There's safety 10 num
bers, and it's easier to follow a path than to just go where ya 
want. I'm, like, bummed ya know, cuz it seems like there 
aren't too many bands out there who are playing with no 
strings attached. 

The Kitty is like a face value kind of thing. No bullshit. 
And after sixteen years (at least) of this accursed schoolin', I'm 
real sick of bullshit. These guys make no speeches, ask noth
ing of the audience but the manners that should be accorded 
any of our fellow human beings But, my fellow musical seek
ers, what pleasure it is to hear these people playl Why is this? 
It could be one of the following reasons: 

{ 1) Chns Corona shreds. 
(2) Paul Sandburg shreds. 
(3} Dan the drummer shreds. 
( 4) They got good tunes. 
{5) They mean it. 

All of the above, really, but espeoally (5). Most bands 
thmk they mean it, and they do, but in thear heads. The Ktt
ty's music struck me, from the start, as coming straight from 
the heart Th1s 1s a rare quality It's hard to be stra1ght, ya 
know This has nothang to do wtth bein' deep or nothin' like 
that. cuz that tends to be all 10 yer head anyway. It ain't the 

words, see, cuz we're musicians, right. If at was the words that 
turned us on, we'd be poets. No, Harry C. Kitty ltkes the mu
sic they make. I can hear it when they play, ya can't fake it, 
ya know. 

Here's some details. Chris Corona is a majorly creative gw· 
tar player. When he plays a solo, he plays it then, lake ]1m1 
He plays every note. Most people play without play1ng, but 
he plays. He also strikes me as having a natural abilaty to play 
the notes between the notes (musicians. take note). He'll de
velop this if he wishes. Dig some Miles, or Monk, and you've 
already dug Jimi. What I like about Chris is that he's nowhere 
near as good as he can be. He's got a lot more music and gui
tar {but with him the two are synonymous) 1n him than has 
had a chance to come out yet. And he's straight up No shtt, 
no airs. Although from Monk, roughly, it's easy to be a ge· 
nius when you play yourself. Yeah, that's true. Play what re
ally truly totally makes your heart happy That's what bem' a 
musician's supposed to be. And hey, Chns wntes real tunes 
But he's a real musician, so what dad you expect? 

Paul Sandberg is about three times as good as he was 10 

Falling Rock. He's steadier by far and has a much better 
knowledge of hannony than he used to In that other band 
{did I mention what a great drummer they had? Well, they 
did.), Paul was, honestly, kind of a JUOIOr partner Not that he 
wasn't grc:at to have along, but Jeez he's better now. He 
makes the band. He adds a dimension that is crucial to the 
music, and I don't see any reason that he shouldn't 1mprove for 
many more years to come. 

Dan the drummer as an ammal , in the tradttion of that great 
muppet. He's a hard hitter, and hts solos never fat! to bnng 
the house down. Hr's got his rough edges, to be sure, but 
that's rock' n roll, rignt;> He's superb and lake all the other 
guys in the band is loaded with potentaal. A up to him and all 
other drummers: learn how to bebop. That's the real art of 
percussion, at least for kit drummers. Dan's playmg, which ·~ 
excellent already, will improve 3 or 4 times wnh a knowledge 
of the subtleties of jazz drumming. It's great. 

Real music. Wow. Endless enjoyment for the connoasscur 
Harry Carey Kitty fits that bill, and hkc a fine wtne, they 
should develop further meaning as they age ptlmg layer of 
musical depth upon layer. Fonunately, the Kitty is qutte 
drinkable now and a bottle of muste never empucs. I'm ftn· 
ishcd. But her~'s a note to my comrades, the mus1oans we arc 
an international conglomeration of sound. so let's be mce to 
each other. Play the notes between the notes. Don't take 
shit. Substance 1S more important than style Play only the 
music that wanns the cockles of your heart Open your cars 
to the sounds you make. Don't be ahead of your tame. be 
timeless. And this above all· to thine own self be true 
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C·.L.R. 
JAMES 

A Great Historian 
1902-1989 

he intellectual contours oi James's great and volu
mmous writings have encompassed w1thm their conceptual space the central h1stoncal problems and 1ssues that have 
agonized and still continue to agonize Africa and the African d1aspora. James traces the h1stoncal space of th1s mtcl
lectual enterprise from the moment of the Haitian Revolution ( 1791-1804) wh1ch Tht Black )acobms analvzes and cel
ebrates. It is in this book of 1938, which was his second published text, that he formulates the political proJect that 
was preoccupy him for the rest of his life: the theorizmg of the various components of the black world as a h1stoncal 
unity Within the context of this unity, the Haitian Revolution was the begmmng pomt of a cham of events that 
have continued on to the present: a chain of events governed by the h1storical log1c of contestmg and de.feaung Eu
ropean Imperialism: in other words, to dislodge the supenmposition of European h1story on Alncan h1story 

The very title of the book implies the inseparability between European h1story and African h1storv For although 
paradox1cally, and in a central way, the rcvolutton mitiated by the black Jacobms Dessalmes Hcnn Chnstophe, 
T oussamt L'Ouverture) was partly in response to the revolution mltlated by the whne Jacobms St Just Robesp1erre 
Danton) in 1789 against the French anstocracy, the black Jacobms had eventuallr to f1ght agamst the wh1te Jacobms 
1n order to realize the democratic aims of liberty, fraternity and brotherhood The Ha1t1an Revolutton was the prefig
uration of the momentous struggles that were to be waged centuries later in Africa 

Perhaps the book that articulates extremely well the structure of the histoncal un1ty of the black world, and the di
alectical struggle between African history and European history, whether in Afnca or 10 the Anulles or 10 the Umted 
States of America, is A History of Pa11-African Rtuolt. Though this document was first publtshed m a book form only in 
1969, tt cons1sts of articles written in the middle of the 1930s, that is, at the same t1me as the wntmg of The Black ]a
cobins. A History of Pan-African Rtvofr theorizes several historical issues: first, that in a very complex way, the Ha1tian 
Revolution was inconce1vable without the French Revolution. even though the former eventually turned into a fun
damental contestation of the history of the latter, secondly, that although African h1story and European h1story were 
m a l1fe and death struggle in a particular comer of the world, in Santo Dommgo Ha1t1), th1s contestatiOn washs not 
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By Ntongela Masilela 
For Werner Warmbrunn, on the occasion of his retirement a Pr·ofc or· of lli. tor·y 

a permanent con<huon of the world, but only an express1on of the matenal cod1t1ons of tmpenal1sm beyond 
class d ivisions, African history and European history will form part of the h1stoncal umty of world h1story 
within a united world community), thirdly, that the real basis of the h1stoncal umty of the black world was!Js 
tts exploitatton, and the forg10g of the revolutionary instrument of praxis to overthrow that opprcsston and 
exploitation. The book concludes with a perceptive political JUdgment of the 1930s: "Though often retarded 
and sometimes diverted, the current of history, observed from an cm1nencc, can be seen to un1te strange and 
diverse tributaries in its own embracing logic ... But Negro emanopat1on has expanded w1th the centunes. 
what was local and national in San Domingo and America 1S today an mternational urgency. cntangl.ng the 
future of a hundred mill ion Afncans with a lithe hopes and fears of Western Europe." 

At the time he wrote A History of Pan-Africall Rroolt, James was an Important figure tn the Trotskyist move
ment. He was one of the leading exponents ofT rotskytsm. and as such his h1stoncal v1sion became more and 
more international.st. A book such as World Revolution 1917-36 exemphf1es th1s 1nternauonahst outlook or ap
proach. It is principally an exammation of revolutionary events and situations of the 1920s and 1930s as they 
were inflected by the struggle between Stal inism and Trotsky1sm The central quesuon for James was the role 
of dialectiCS in interpretatiOn of h1story. It was th1s quest1on wh1ch led h1m to wme No1e1 011 DialtciiCs Th1s 
book, which was written m the 1940s by James when he was settltng accounts w1th h1s phdosoph1cal con
science ofT rotskyism, has certain affimttes and draws part1cular aff1ltauons wtth certam works wnttcn wllhm 
the context of intemattonal Marx1st culture. Note1 on Dialtctrcs could be seen as one of the most assert1ve re
newals of the historical legacy of Lenmism since Georg Lukacs's book of 1924, Lcnm On the other hand al
so it could be located within the same historical horizon as Lukacs's book of 1948 (though wmten m 1938) 
The YourtJ Hcgd, in that they both sought to argue for the mherent histoncal unny between HegeJ.an1sm and 
Marxism. Lukacs's book sought to locate this indissolubility on the ph1losoph1Cal plane, whereas Note1 011 Dl
altctics sought to achieve this on a political plane, in its h1storical readtng of the comrad1Ct1ons governmg 
working class politics between the First Internat ional and the Th1rd International Following closely on the 
tracts of Lenin, who had argued in the Philosophical Nouboclts (written between September and December tn 

1914 in exile in Zurich) that it was impossible to understand Marx's Capital without having understood 
Hegel's ~ic, James argued hkewtse that it was imposs1ble to understand the politics of Lenm1sm. espeoally 
as articulated in texts such as Stau and Rroolution and lmpm"alism, Without hav10g fully understood the d1alecttcal 
structure of the logic present in Hegel's text. Within a pan-Africanist intellectual culture, tt IS Interesting to 
nate that at exactly the same ume as James was grappltng w1th Hegel's l.ogtc Frantz Fa non in a totally differ
ent political and cultural context, was taxing hLS young mtnd w1th Hegel's Phmommology of MmJ. m order to 
unravel the Master - Slave relationship so reminiscent of the psychology between the colonizer and the colo
nized, which he was to lay bare in 1952 in Black Skin. Whitt Masks. 

A book wh1ch truly d1splays the great range of James's historical 1maginat1on is Modern Poliltcs, wh1ch con
sists of public lectures given in Trinidad in 1960. In this text James sought to trace the philosoph1cal founda
tions of modem politics and the lineages of democratization m the Western ovihzmg process The real m
tent of the six lectures was to indicate the millenia! stretch of the ph1losophtcal and cultural hernage that cul
minates and is embodied m Marxism. James argues that in the great Greek C1ty-States of ant1qmty humamty 
saw the highest ach1evement in the balance between the tndlvtdual and the community: md1vtdual needs and 
the progress of the commumty. Though he gives limitless pra1se to these democratic entitles, James was well
aware that they were an achievement in spite of the slavery which profoundly comprom1sed them For James 
Greek civilization was the best exemplification of realized democracy, and nat just theoreucal democracy. 
He was fascinated by the fact that some of the greatest thmkers Western Clvtllzation has produced, like Plato 
and Aristotle, were very much against the democracy in the m1dst of wh1ch they were IIVmg. For him tillS 
very theoretical anti-democratiC philosophical positions of these great thinkers (in fact Plato, m the Republic, 
postulated a totalitarian society), was in fact a confirmation of the solidness and durability of Greek democra
cy_ It may possibly tum out that the real legacy or the great theme of James's prodigious ouevre 1s the search 
for the ideal forms of democracy, beyond class formations. The Greek era had a peculiar fascination for h1s 
historical imagination. 

The historical sweep of his VISion (Modern Politics is a very impress1ve quick panorama of the structure of 
Western civilization) passes qmcldy over the Roman Empire, especially Rome ttself, for one supposes that 
James could not explam and understand the histoncal paradox of this epoch, the simultaneous ex•stence with
in the same historical space of tyranny and a great heritage of remarkable democratic laws Thts 1s a question 
that has fascinated many historians. The real quest of James in th1s book was to establish the summ1t pomts 
which were crucial in the real ization of full democracy. He touches on the cultural efflorescence of the Re
naissance with exemplary figures like Leonardo da Vmci and Mtchelangelo. James stops to consider the 
achievements of the 1640 English Revolution. where the emergence of the Leveller Party 10 1646 brought 1n 

See .}A. 1ES, r;~6-- '2J 
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T A K I N 
I D E 

Multiculturalism: 
Getting Beyond the Ivory Tower 

Gazing across the mess of shoes, junk mail, and scat
tered cassette boxes presiding over the scant free s~ce 
of my floor, my eye falls upon a creased, coffee

stained copy of the most recent edition of Harmony. The tren
chant critique of the absurdity of the PC debate provided by 
Anas and Reeves with the support of 5-College faculty was 
desperately needed to counter the tendentious attacks made 
on multi-culturalism m the past two semesters by publications 
of all the colleges. Recalling some of the points made by that 
article evoked some paning thoughts. 

The very existence of Harmony as well as the views repre
sented in this issue seem to me reflective of an increasingly in
defeasible reality: that 1ssues concerning race, gender and 
power relations demand new attention and consideration. 
Certa10ly there's been no shortage of public debate about 
these top•cs, little of it as effectively accomplished as that 
JOUrnal addmg clutter to my floor. 

Wuh all the conversation around me directed toward my 
1mpending transitiOn into the •real world,• I am often patron
izingly asked to acknowledge that all this discontent with so
cial•ssues IS really qu1te precedented. Everyone from my fam
ily to many of my friends seems to agree that the multiculural 
sword hacking away at the more offensive branches of West
em tradition is one passed from one angry young generation 
to the next. Assuming for themselves an opinion similar to 
that voiced by Berkeley's President Kerr during the free 
speech movement in the early Sixties. these individuals ask 
that I view all th1s disaffection with social institutiOns, author
Ity, and mainstream ideology for the •nght of ~ssage• that 1t 
IS. 

The last th1ng I want to do is to draw any nostalgic connec-
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tions between our condition and that of the Berkeley students 
thirty years ago. We have our own issues and confront our 
own crises. Yet 1t seems one broad comparison may be 
drawn: that the traditional channels of liberal politics may no 
longer suffice to affect the type of changes demanded by dis
enfranchised groups. When Professor Jackson argues in Har
mony that a society ·which refuses to allow race selecuon to 
be the means to bring into the process more fairness· after his
torically making such a distinction "the cause of 1ncalculable 
injustice,• she illustrates the political impotency of a liberal 
doctrine which becomes ineffectual 10 the hands of the mi
norities it is intended to protect. Simply living in a system 
where we all agree upon the right to disagree leaves too much 
left unsaid concerning who continues to have the last word 
when it comes to power. lron1cally this type of language 
leads to the distort•on of quest1ons of diversity by those anx
ious to slap the PC label upon anyone demandmg cntical at
tention towards questiOns of discrimmation. But the response 
to this attack is not my project here. If you want the story of 
the subordination of 1mportant 1ssues to polemical diversiOns, 
grab the Hamony issue, they've got the last word. 

But to return to the question of progressive politics and 1ts 
possibly contingent relation to college life· The question 
amounts to whether the development of a theoretically based, 
progressive politics is a game for the academic playground, or 
truly the foundation for a value system sustainable beyond the 
academy. Reluctantly, I refer aga1n to Berkeley 10 the early 
sixties, when the free speech movement began to take on IS 

sues beyond the campus. The 1dea that campus 1ssues could 
mobilize groups of people to take action 10 the oty destroyed 
the ivory tower •mage of the univers1ty As student activists 

'1 am often patronizingly asked to acknowledge that all this discontent 
with social issues is really quite precedented. Everyone from my family 

to many of my friends seems to agree that the multicultural sword 
hacking away at the more offensive branches of Western tradition is one 

passed from one angry young generation to the next. n 

brought issues from the campus to the streets, it became clear 
that the d1stmct1on between the academic and social arenas 
could no longer be made. The university bureaucracy became 
a metaphor for the entrenched conservativism which awaited 
graduates moving into the business world. 

Clearly advocates of mult1-culturahsm view the debate 
about diverSity on campus as a reflection of social realities in 
taday's culture. Insofar as these questions have been taken up 
by mainstream media (in admittedly dubious contexts) such a 
v1ew 1s well founded. But it is clear this debate 1s not destined 
to JOm the historical collection of progressive social move
ments on college campuses, to be nostalgically reminisced up
on by radical historians. As Professor Gonzalez pomts out m 
Harmony, American demographics are such that negligence to
ward these issues will be Impossible after the next fifteen to 
twenty years. Either minority representation will increase 1n 
both the student and faculty population, or the American rul
ing class will cease at all to reflect the interests of the majority 

of citizens. In either case, the move to instigate change has 
begun on campuses across the country. Like all historical at
tempts at social change, it is evoking an invidious response 
from those feeling most threatened. Multi-culturalism, like 
virtually every social movement in America m the twentieth 
century, faces attack from those with somethmg to lose by the 
ascension of marginilized groups into positions of power. 
Ironically, multi-culturalists are charged with convincing the 
establishment of the1r commitment to democracy. There 1s 
the privilege of an entire tradition at stake. Here I would in
voke an African saying given to me by a friend: •Until the li
on can tell his tale, the story of the hunt will always glonfy 
the hunter.• Brought to the present situat1on, when the hunt 1s 
no longer glorified, the burden of proof will not be on the li
on to vat.date the right of its story to be heard. Rather it w1ll 
be the hunter's challenge to provide some argument for why 
his was the only story worth telling. 

BLOOM 

from page 16 
still others, it may entail a revolu
tion in basic assumptions and 
methodologies; or it may take the 
form of an even more radical , 
across-the-board reorganization of 
knowledge and reformulation of the 
purposes of education as we know 
them. We cannot yet be sure. But 
Pitzer, given its institutional mis
sion, should be a leader in this en
deavor. 

Third, we need to direct our en
ergy toward making the newly de
fined four-course intercultural/social 
responsibility requirement into a 
central element of the P1tzer educa
tional experience. We need to pro
vide students with models for com
pleting the requirement, to pay at
tention to the curricular choices 
available to them, and generally to 

create the conditions which will en
able students to experience the re
quirement as a creative, individual
ized exploration of another culture 
and of a social issue it confronts, as 
their own initiative to understand
ing a pluralistic and internationalist 
world. 

Fourth, we need to develop a stu
dent culture which reinforces stu
dents both for their hard intellectual 
work and for their active contribu
tiOns to a more humane and inclu
sive world. To be able to continue 
to attract and retain students who 
will engage with us in the construc
tion of a more candid intellectual 
community and of a curriculum for 
the next century, we have to create 
a student culture which lends 
greater support, than docs our cur
rent culture, to the College's educa
tional mission. 

Finally, and more obviously, we 
need funds, funds to continue to at
tr.lct and retain faculty of the high
est caliber, funds to provide the im-

petus for innovations in curriculum 
and student life, and funds for finan
cial aid to preserve the quality and 
enhance the diversity of the class . 
In the absence of broad racial, eth 
n•c and cultural representation in 
our student body, we cannot edu
cate responsibly for partkipation in 
a pluralistic world nor expect to be 
able to attract the kinds of faculty 
and students who will commit to 
that effort. 

Challenges face us, but they take 
the form, principally, of opportuni
ties for moving ahead upon the im
portant accomplishments we have 
made. These five years have been 
terrif1c years. I have never felt more 
supported by so many individuals, 
and I have never been as excited by 
the nature and accomplishments of 
an institution of which I was part. I 
believe deeply in the College and 
hope, most of all, that Pitzer will 
continue to believe in itself and take 
seriously its potential for a truly ex
ceptional future . 
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OUR FliNAL SliiDE 

-... 
Cl) -~ 
~ 

To know the Way. 
We &Q the Way; 
We do the Way 
Thewaywedo 
The things we do. 
It~ aU there in fronl of you, 
But if you try too hard to see it, 
You'U only becoTl'W Confused. 

I am Tl'W, 
And you are you, 
As you can see; 
But when you do 
The things that you can do, 
You will find the Way, 
And the Way will follow you. 

- THE TAO OF P OOH 

U
p until this past year I found myself far too over-burdened; both unresolved with my past, and unsure 
of the future. I grew up learning to trust no one aside from myself, and for this reason I led a life of 
over-committments and hurried moments, never stopping to sit back and appreciate the beauty of the 

momenL With all of this in mind I have done the impossible task of narrowing down my college experience in
to one very simple lesson that I find myself repeating several times a day- LrvE FOR TODAY. Placing aside 
all that I have learned in classrooms, and all that I gained through interactions with others, I have finally re
alized the importance of the moment and its insurance to a happier existence both present and future. While 
this phrase seems so easy to say, and is so often reiterated in our society, far too few people live by it. The 
college campus environment breeds stress allowing far too many people to lose sight of what is gong on here, 
and now. They get bogged down by academic pressures, demands from their parents, and self-insecurities 
that manifest within themselves . 

I admit that up until this past year I lacked all self-confidence to actually live for the moment. When you 
make this step towards living for today you place all future uncertainty aside assuming that it will indeed 
work itself out. Through experience I have learned that things do work themselves out far easier if they are 
not over-forced by the individuaL 

To allow yourself to be powerless over the future, while relinquishing a lot of concerns, also r equi res a 
greater understanding of oneself. No one can live for the simpl~ pleasures of today if they do not know what 
best pleases them. Do you know what you can do a t this moment to make yourself happy? I 

Therefore, in order to live freely today in your own existence you must provide yourself v.ith two things: l ) 
self-confidence, 2) and an understanding and honesty to oneself. 

While I hear myself preaching my .. words of wisdom" to the Pitzer community, I also remain assured that 
my statement needs repeating as I pass through the halls and campuses reinforcing my fear that our society 
lacks the strength to live for today. And while the risks in fulfilling this prophecy are great, there are far 
more benefits that are guaranteed. Try iL I have. There is a lot to learn from it. By releasing all fears of to
morrow you guarantee yourself greater happiness today. 

I 've got two favorite places at Pitzer. I go to one place almost every day and the other not so often. And al
though they each have about the same view, they're really not the same. I like to sit in McConnell to one 
side by the windows and look outward over the mounds, through the trees and plants and at the fountain 

to the Grove House in the background. The view from here is wide and full of depth. It's a peaceful view from I 
the bustling dining hall. 

My second favorite place is the other end of this view. In a rocking chair outside near the circle of roses at 
the Grove House. I sit and look inwards toward the campus. This time the dining hall js in the background. 
The view is much wider here, the outer edges of the view are filled b y the dorms and the classrooms and the 
dock tower. Here it is much more serene. 

I wonder, have you ever stopped at the gates at the end of Twelfth street? How enormous and ominous 
these gates are. Did you ever see them at night? They are lit so beautifully. There's a walkway to lead you up 
to the gates, but they don't open. I really want these gates to represent something, to be the opening to our fu
ture, and not to be the oddly placed stage prop that they are. 

The "~faster Plan" is in the works, and the inpu t of the community is important but it's frustrating to know 
many of us won't be around to see the metamorphosis of Pitzer. The campus is changing. the administration i~ 
changing and the students are changing. It's going to take a lot of effort on everrone's part to get what they 
want. But hang in there. 

It's been a great time at Camp Pitzer. There's so much here for each of us to learn from - it's a lovely 
Pitzer progression; entering young and developing into people, who will undoubtablely make a difference in 
whatever they do in life, because that's one of the things Pitzer taught us so well. 
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S
ome~, no, .ofun, I ask myself ~hat e~~ctly I've learned in ~ollege. I? a str:Ught "educa?onal" sense I sup
pose qwte a hit; I learned that I like Bnbsh authors and despise Amencan Lit (sorry, Ellin!). I found out in 
a Psych. experiment that being a 4th grader is basically no different than it was 12 years ago. I know what it 

means to split an infinitive, but remain clueless about comma splices. 
Socially-speaking, I learned that it's stupid to party because everyone else does; unfortunately I wasted a lot of 

time trying to make myself enjoy it. After four years I can stay in my room and work on the weeke nds or babysit 
or watch TV and not feel like I'm missing out. I do what I want to, not what everyone else wants or expects me to 
do. 

Friendship is something else you'llthink a lot about as a Senior. You'll wonder, occasionally, " If these are the 
best years of my life, what' s going to happen in the future?" You may blow it off, you may get angry, you may cry. 
I did them all. What I learned is that you really can't depend on anyone for everything al1 of the time, and if you 
have a couple of really great friends, somewhere in the world, it's better than expecting everyone you meet in col
lege to be "the best friends of your lile." I've had a few really good friends here; some have come and gone, but 
those who remain know who they are and that I love them. That's important. 

I recently realized the significance of grades. They definitely don't reflect what you've learned in books or 
through lectures: anyone can memorjze and regurgitate information if they really want to.The same goes for 
"rules"; you may not like them or agree with them, but the world is full of them. By impo ing them, what college 
actually teaches you is your ability to adhere to someone else's demand, be it professor, administrator or dorm
mate. Although I don't like to revolve my life around what other people want, I guess college does help prepare 
you for the "real" world, in this way, where meeting the demands of others sometimes requires sacrificing your 
own beliefs. It's a little sad but it's reality. 

Probably the most educational experience I've bad at Pitzer is working for The Other Side. Really. I didn't 
necessarily learn how to write better; I learned things that can't be taught in a classroom, mostly the importance 
of commitment, communication and cooperation. The result is producing a tangible item that is truly •·my own." I 
think the editors all feel that way sometimes. It's an experience I highly recommend, and one that couldn' t have 
happened without the help, support (and occasional criticism? Ha-ha) of David (the best editor yet . .. ) Brett, Ja
son, Chris, Kristin and Jenny. Thanks to you all for making it less like work and much more fun . 

Well, this.· · is supposed to he my fond fareweU speech and to be honest I'm not sure exactly what to say 
or for that matter where to start. I suppose I could begin with day one when my parents deposited 
me outside of Sanhorn, but I don't want to bore you with what I've learned and lived at Pitzer the 

last four years of my life. 
Instead, I'd rather focus on what knowledge I've gained the past nine months since I feel that the-e last 

moths have been the most beneficial to my education. Granted not all of it has been positive ins ight- in fac t 
some of it has been downright unpleasant. But in retrospect, it has given me clearer insight into who I am a nd 
what I want (and don't want) to be. 

I suppose if I had to choose the most important issue that is the source of controversy and confusion in my 
life, that would be communication. I have learned that one can never make oneself too clear. ~ever. 
Communication or lack thereof has affected my social life, academic life and even journalis tic life-(ye.s, even 
we, at The Other Side have our ever so occasional problems. Hard to believe, I know.) 

Let me stand on my soapbox for one more paragraph then I'll retire . I know no o ne wants to read the 
advice that Seniors want to share, let alone take it, hut every now and then it doesn't hurt to think about it. 
Communicating in every respect- personal to administrative should never be unde restimated. Listen with 11 

cautious ear. We tend to hear only what we want to hear and say only what we want o the rs to hear . I ' m 
speaking from a variety of experiences and yes, I'm just as guilty of committing both of the previous faults. 

By writing this as part of my last hoorah, it is obvious that I deem this concept to he of gr"Cat importance . It 
is to my .misfortune that it was only recently that I understood the magnitude of poor communication. So, as 
m y par~g words of advice: question, question, question. Don't be quick to eat up everything you hear. 
Everyone s a player . 

I imagine that some of you are like, .. yeah, I totally know what Jenny means" and others are more like " J 
wish she'd s top prc:aching a~d just graduate." Well, I've said my peace and I hope that e ' 'cryonc s to ps every 
now and then and JUSt queshon what they bear and what they say. In the meantime stay on top and rleasc be 
alert. 

P.S. To my O.S. friends- thanks for all the laughs, fun and the late nights! 
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PALS: 
GIVING KIDS SOMEONE TO COUNT ON 

H
oping to graduate in three years, Resident Advisor 
Lisa Arbon takes five classes each semester to com
plete her double concentration in psychology and so

ciology and a cluster in education. Yet in spite of this impres
sive load, Lisa still finds time to volunteer 4-5 hours a week 
with kids. 

Like many other students, Lisa enjoys spending some of 
her free time with young children. This has led her to begin 
volunteering at a local elementary school's day care program. 
However, what she has encountered therewasn't expected. 

Lisa · round the day care program was really understafied ... 
and there was no positive interaction between the teachers 
[and the students] ... They had no training [and] absolutely no 
structure. There was no 'tell me about your day.' The kinder
gartners had been in school from 8 to 12 and then were tn day 
care until 6 and they were just not getting the attention they 
needed.· 

To help these youngsters get this attention Lisa thought it 
would be neat to have some of her friends go to the elemen
tary school with her. She organized a program called PALS, 
not realizing that a program with the same name already ex
isted at Pomona. Because the programs were slightly different 
and each already had connections at different elementary 
schools, they remained separate. 

Usa began to organize PALS by choosing students she 
thought would be great with kids. She composed and sent 
out sixty letters, taking the time to put a personal note on 
each. 

"The response was great( said Lisa. She met with these 
volunteers and explained what she had in mind for PALS. 
The volunteers would spend time one on one with the child, 
but also would be listening to the children read to them and 
maybe would help the teacher. And in addition to the day 
care, they would go in to play with the kids, do activities or 
little things, but most of all, Lisa emphasized for the volun
teers to •just be a friend ... let them know someone cares." 

Lisa recalls how she and many of the volunteers felt when 
they first walked into the day care program. •1 was horrified,• 
said Lisa. Some of the other students were just as surprised. 
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"They were surprised by the discipline problems, by the need 
of these children to have the attention, begging for the anen
tion, in any way to get it, positive or negative: 

Giving kids anentton is one of the things Lisa loves most. 
"All I do when I go there, is hug these k1ds, because what 
they need most is some physical contact: Usa knows a little 
boy at the day care who reads to her, · he sits on my lap and 
he puts his hand under my shirt and he just rubs my back, he 
JUSt wants to feel my skin, he needs that physical contact so 
desperately.· 

Unfortunately, many of the problems these children have 
that surface at school come from home. Many of these chil
dren's parents arc divorced, a lot of the students live with their 
grandparents, some of the children have been abused, their 
parents are ohen in jail, and the families are very poor. There 
are a variety of factors that make up the background these 
children come from, and as Lisa says, •they haven't had the 
best start: 

lisa explained her personal reasons for being so involved: •J 
do it because they [the children] needed more than they were 
getting, they needed a friend, they need to feel they are spe
cial and that someone really cares, not just in Oakmont ele
mentary, ... and I saw Pitzer students ... being able to get to a 
level that these kids needed, and maybe being a little closer to 
the problem and being able to be that friend and help out." 

In the long run, what good will all these volunteers do7 
lisa doesn't know. She hopes that it will allow children some 
sort of outlet, giving them the chance to express themselves, 
psychologically with hugs and kisses, and emotionally by 
sharing their problems and their concerns. As for the teach
ers, lisa wants them to have help in their classes, and hopes to 
make a difference. 

Lisa concedes, •1 think there is a lot more that needs to be 
done and certainly PALS is not goang to stop all the problems, 
but I hope that by creating an awareness in these young col
lege students, they can make a d1fference in the future: lisa 
hopes too that maybe we can get some of these qualified and 
intelligent Pitzer students into the American education sys
tem. BY KRISTIN KASPER 

JAMES 

from page 21 
the three years in wh1ch the fundamen
tal prindples of parliamentary democra
cy were la1d down: payment of members 
of Parliament, vote by secret ballot, an
nual parliament, equal constituencies -
m other words, the sovereignty of the 
nation rested, not with the King or w1th 
Parliament, but with the people. 

James argues that in the realm of po
litical philosophy, between Greek antiq
uity and the French RevolutiOn there 
has been one author whose cont~bution 
to human advancement is comparable to 
that of Aristotle: that wnter is Jean
Jacques Rousseau with his Tbt Social Con
tract Rousseau postulates the existence 
of a contract among people to form a so
ciety, in relation to wHch, they can 
elect a government in accordance with 
that contract (there is no contract with 
the government). James writes this on 
Rousseau in Modmr Politics: •Other men 
had wrinen about the social contract be
fore -Hume, Locke, Hobbes, but they 
had. most of them, made the contract in 
regard not only to the association of 
men but a contract in regard to govern
ment. Rousseau says the contract IS not 
in regard to any government at all. He 

says the contract is between us, as peo
ple, to form a society; but we have no 
contract with any government, the con
tract is strictly between us, and the 
whole trend of his thought is that any 
time a government does not do what is 
satisfactory we are finished with it- the 
contract 1S broken, we have to sta~ all 
over aga in That is a doctnne of pro
found revolutionary implications: James 
believed that Rousseau was searchmg for 
something approximating what had 
proved attamable in the Greek City
States, the democratic relation between 
the 1ndividual and the community. 

The most recent philosophical foun
dations of modem politics James situates 
10 Lenin's Statt and Rtvolution and lmpaial
isr:s. In relation these books, James exam
mes the concept of the w1theting away 
of the State and the concept of the dic
tatorship of the proletariat. The relevant 
and cruaal 1ssue for us is that James cul
minates the philosophical and cultural 
developments withm Western civiliza
tion from Greek ant1quity to the present 
in Marxism and modernism. By positing 
Marxism and modernism as inseparable 
theoretical, historical and cultural con
structs in our t1me (before the emer
gence of postmodernism), James situates 
himself squarely within the great Ger
man Marxist and aesthetic debates of 
the 1930s; agamst Georg Lukacs who 
had attacked modernism (German Ex-
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pressionism) as bourgeois ideologiCal 
decadence, James aligns himself wath 
Bertoh Brecht, Theodor Adorno, Walter 
Benjamin and Ernst Bloch in ddending 
th1s cultural logic as an authentic artiStic 
expression of the historical contradic
tions mforming the beginning moment 
of monopoly capitalism. In other words 
for James, modernism was an authenti~ 
symbolic representation or a real at
tempt at symbolically resolving those 
class contradictions. But within the lat
ter constellation, James is much closer 
to Brecht's critical appraisal of mod
ernism than to Adorno's unbridled cele
bration of it. Notwithstanding these dif
ferentiations, it is interesting to note the 
convergence of James's and Adorno'~ 
views, in regarding Samuel Beckett as 
perhaps the most brill1ant and fascmat
ing of all the modernists. Beckett has 
been crucial in assisting black modernist 
expressive forms in voicing their vernac
ularism by doing many of the transla
tions in Nancy Cunard's classic book of 
1938, The Negro. 

James wrote other formidable books 
all of wh1ch show clearly why he is on~ 
of the outstanding figures of the twenti
eth-century But to conclude this short 
sketch, we can summarize the historical 
experience which C.LR. James repre
sented as the intersecting pomt between 
Marxism and Pan-Africanism 

E. ae cond 
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FROM 
THE NEW 
EDITOR'S 
DESK 

To Be Read With An 
Oklahoma Twang 

S
eems like just yesterdee I weened myself of my favorite cowboy hat, 
sold dear 'ole Pablo (the horse my parents got me after I got my li
cense), bought my plane ticket headin' West and retired from 

pitchin' horseshoes an' throwin' cow chips. It was then I discoverrd writin. 
May the lord strike me where I stand - these days I'm feelin more useless 

than tits on a bore hog. You see I've spent the last two years wheelin' out 
these big high flootin' words tryin' to hide the fact that I'm just a good 
ole' Oklahoma boy. 

But it was all a plot. I figurred if I threw all that intellectual bunk at ya' 
you would think I was competent and then you wouldn't object to my be
comin' the big chief. 

Well, now that I run this joint were changin' the look and the emphasis. 
From now on this magazine will be dedicated to fightin' for the biggest 
campus minority of them all - students from Oklahoma. That's right. We 
won't print anything that don't talk about all those great cowpersons from 
yers an' my favorite frontier, 0-K-L-A-H-0-M-A, Oklahoma. 

Yeah, RIGHT! 

Listen to yourselves. I mean really, people in Oklahoma don't even talk 
like that. I just employed it as a cultural immersion technique. So bear 

with me, there is a bit of substance to all this. 
If you'll take a moment to look to the right you'll see that, in fact, Tb~ 

Otbu Sid~ does have a different look - an almost completely new editorial 
staff. Given that David Stoiber and I are the only editors remaining from 
our format overhaul a year ago, next years magazine should be full of 
fresh and talented voices. As the new editor I would like to welcome 
Hayden , Eureka, Matt Z. , Chris, Julia, Michele, Keiko, Sean, Pat and 
Matt K. to the staff. With that kind of line-up I can assure each and every 
reader that Tb~ Otbtr Sid~ will continue to improve with every issue. 

On behalf of the new staff, I would like to give our best to all the old 
editors gomg out into the real world and extend all the luck possible to 
those editors taking their next semester abroad. 

So d1g it! (to borrow from Bill Foreman's proverbial wisdom) 
The white expanse of the page has stared me in the face and I have yet 

to blow the Neo-Marxist trumpet predicating the illogical state of this 
Postmodern world. 

And to boot (I regress), David Glickman, the famed devil's advocate, 
has finally taken a political stance maligning the future of our Republican 
compatriots (see page four). Go get 'em you animal. 

Adieu, ;feu, until the fall adieu. 
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A Message From Werner Warmbrunn 
courtesy of The Velveteen Rabbit 

Wliat is ~a{? 
asf(g,d the rabbit one tfay wlien tfiey 

were {ying side by sUfe. 
does it mean fiaving things tliat buzz inside you 

and a sticl(- hand{e? 
rea£ isn't how you're made1 said the sKin horse

its a t~i~g tfiat hapEens to you. 
Wlien a cfit[tf {oves you for a {ong {ong time1 not 

just to p{ay with1 but rea£{y loves you, then 
you become reaL 

does it liurt? asf(g,d tlie rabbit. 
Sometimes} said tlie sKin horse for lie was 

a{ways trutlifu[. 
u:lien you are rea[ you c[on't mind being hurt. 

does tt liappen a{{ at once, {tKf, being wound up 
bit~!:! bit? 

it doesn't fiappen a{[ at once. you become. it taKf,s 
a {ong ttme. tfiat's wfiy it doesn't often 
happen to peop{e w!W breal(easi{y, 
or fiave sharp edges, or fiave to be carefu[{y 
Kf,pt. generalfy1 by tlie time you are reaG 
most of your liair lias been loved off 
q-n_c{ your eyes drop out and you get {oose 
;otnts-

but tfiese tfiings don't matter at a{{ 
because once you are rea{ 
you can't be ug{y, e~ept to peopfe 

wfio ilon't understaiu£. 


