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1990's: 
A Politically 

Depressing Decade 

k I continually analyze and discuss the current Gulf war, I find mysdf looking into 
~e future, contemp~ating what issues will occupy the 1990's. 1 have become disillu
IOned. The euphona surrounding the breakup of a Soviet controlled Eastern Eu

~pe and t~e subse~ent notion that •peace• was on the way, has been replaced by a vi
aous war m the M1ddle East and the possible breakup of the Soviet Union. In a recent 
"World Report• appearing in the Los h:4dts Tttrtts, political reporters Robin Wright and 
Doyle McManus were pessimistic of a peacdul era on the horizon. 

They spoke of a new economic cold war in which it would be a multi-polar confronta
tion between th: United States, a German led European Community, and Japan _ the Big 
Three Power. 1t IS hard not to agree with this notion of a new cold war. The decline of the 
United States economy will allow the Japanese and Germans to make new economic 
strides in the international community. The recent tensions and eventual breakup of the 
Uruguay Round of GAIT talks in Brussels make this point only more persuasive. Simply 
put, the_ ~IT talks broke down because the United States and the European Community 
were thmkmg too nationalisticaJiy, neither willing to compromise nor cooperate. The in
crease in •Japan-bashing• sentiments voiced in America will add to this new cold war. 

The war in the Gulf exemplifies the United States' military agenda for the 1990's. A 'win' 
will not bring peace to the Middle East. lf Bush thinks his ·New World Order'"- whatever 
it m~y be- is an attempt to bring immediate peace to the region, he has another thing 
commg. When this conflict ends, nwnerous issues will be exacerbated because of the war. 
The_ Palestinians will suffer the most. Politically and financially, the Palestinians are being 
puniShed. for their pro-Iraqi stance. Saddam Hussein is using them. The Israeli's will be in 
no mood to negotiate with the pro-Iraqi PLO, thus keeping the conservative ·no talks" 
Shamir in power. The violent Intifada will contirue. Until Shamir is out of office the In
tifada ends, a~ the realization that the Palestinian issue is a Middle East probiem, not 
soldy an lsraela one, there will be no Palestinian homeland. In addition, the moderate 
Ara~ states will have trouble maintaining their leaderships. Perhaps most troubling is the 
notion that another Hussein could easiJy surface in the future - maybe our new •friend • 
Assad of Syria. ' 

_ ~ for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, one can only hope there will be no bloody 
aVJI wars. Instead, one must continue to hope that peaceful transitions can remain at the 
forefront . While, the recent Soviet crackdowns diminish the possibiJities, there still is a 
chance. The eventual breakup of the Soviet Union and sdect Eastern European countries 
se~s imminent. Lithuania's overwhe.lming vote endorsing independence and Yugoslavia's 
reg1ons threatening succession illustrate this realization of a future geographical restructur
ing. As for Gorbachev's future, it is anyone's guess. 

The 1990's will bring an economic cold war in the West, continued violence and insta
bility in the Middle East, a dismembered Soviet Union, extreme hardships in Eastern Eu
rope, and continued imperialist activities in the Third World. It will be a politically de
pressing decade. 

•.••......•...•••....•...•..........••...............• 

As he has graduated, J. Patrick Henry is not here. I am. I am now editor. I make the 
_rules ... NOT I _However, we do have a few changes that are worth mentioning. 

~1rst, Tbt Otbtr S1dt would like to welcome Professor Jackie Levering Sullivan as faculty 
editor of our publication. Her continued dedication to this publication as well as her 
knowledge in the area of writing will be immeasurable assets. 

In addition , our magazine has undergone some structural changes. Our editorial sec
!ion,_ p~~~~Y entitled "My Tum," will now be called rrhe Flexible Voice." We hope this 
flextb1l1ty Will encourage both students and faculty to submit editorial pieces focusing on 

an issue of their choice. 
In closing, we have dedicated the majority of the text within this issue to the war in the 

Persian Gulf. Regardless of the range of views published herein, 1bt Otbtr Sidt staff would 
like to acknowledge our support of the Allied Troops. 

4. The CJtl,er Side: February 12, 1991 'l),.,J c~ L,L_ 

The Other Side 
~~~,..,. 

• Ediw 
David Glickman 

• Exccwtivt Editors 
Jennifer Hoffman 
Sara Shepperd 
Jason Singer 

• SmiorEdiw 
Kristin Kasper 

• Prod11.cticm MmaJa 
Brett Speer 

• Pbot0_9r4pby Editor 
Pauline Yao 

• ()pifficms Editor 
Chris Davis 

• RftriMs Editor 
Jenny Spitz 

• Sports Editor 
David Stoiber 

• A®trtisin§ MaM;tr 
DougChun 

• Copy Ass-isfaJit 
Gretchen Sigler 

• Writtrs 
Tim Ahearn 
Bill Foreman 
Juliet Henderson 
Bill Kramer 
Katie Marble 
Thomas Mill 
Andrew Starbins 
John Stewart 
Francesca Tussing 
Ken Weisbart 
Travis Wright 

• Coi11.111Kist 
Seth Leibsohn 

• Pbot{)_9r4phers 
John Kim 

• Amsts 
Christopher Michna 

• f4Cillty AJpisor 
Jackie Levering Sullivan 

'JkOWr SiM is a~ olthec-
dcn1a o( Piwz-CoDqe. The eo5loa roar:rvc 
!he zi&ht 10 edit aii!DitczWs llltmitted. 
Addn:ss iDqllirl<:c at leaas 10 The Olhcr 
Side. t:/o Pii:D:r Ca~Jqtc. Box :M7, Caro-
llllliii,CA,91711. 

The apimoaa ~in lhil 
~pzinc D<ll Dl:lCC&Sarily ~&he 
~ ollhe ecfiJaria1 staff. 

991 The Other Side. 
An lli&hts Racv..s 

BY 

THE END OF AN ERA 
President Ellsworth 

Announces Plans 
To Leave Pitzer 

arfy last December, President Frank Ellsworth surprised College 
Trustees and College Council Members alike by announcing his 
decision to •step down• from his position as President of Pitzer at 
the end of the 1990-91 academic year. Ellsworth explained his de
cision citing a belief that a change was necessary for some time, 
and a strong administration is in place ensuring a smooth transi
tion. His departure from the position after twelve years marks an 

--•• end to a chapter in Pitzer's history, in which President Ellsworth 
played an instrumental role in transforming the college. 

Many factors have allowed Ellsworth to make his decision. "For one,• he points 
out, •the average tenure of most college presidents is only five years: This points 
to his apparent belief that a change has been necessary for some time. 

Another important factor in his decision is the current strength and stability of 
the other administration positions. Ellsworth was •delighted that the Dean of Fac
ulty, AI Bloom, has just renewed his tenure for a term through the academic year 
1993-94. Mr. Bloom has also received a promotion in title to that of "Executive 
Vice-President, Dean of Facu.lty: The promotion and terure places Bloom in a 
position of seniority in administration rules and procedures, which will provide 
the new President a good basis to build his position. 

PllotlllfJN•Killl EJlswonh also feels that the administration as a whole is strong enough to sustain a change in the 
College Presidency. Ellsworth believes "Vicke Selk [Board of Trustees Secretary), Paul Ranslow [Vice
President, Dean of Admissions] and many others constitute a very effective administration: He adds 
that these people are a form of "built in continuity that will ensure a smooth transition: 

A Presidential Search Committee has been established to perform a six month long process to choose 
ElLsworth's replacement. The committee is chaired by trustee John N. Tierney, Esq. The rest of the 
committee is made up of four other trustees (at least one of whom must be a Pitzer Alum), three farulty 
elected positions and one student. 

Ellsworth has chosen to take the position of President of the Independent Colleges of Southern Cali
fornia (ICSC) beginning June t, 1991. He states, "This gives me the opportunity to rebuild that organi
zation with a new set of challenges and a very different agenda . I might also say that the demands on 
my work schedule will be reduced which brings with it the opportunity of more time for myself.• As 
President, Ellsworth is so busy travelling across the nation to fulfill his duties that he is in his office less 
than 50% of the time. 

The length of time Ellsworth has spent in this position indicates both a tight bond between Pitzer 
and Ellsworth, and a long list of accomplishments that have affected the college significantly. Some of 
President Ellsworth's most notable accomplishments include: the reconstruction of the Board of 
Trustees; the stabilization and increase of the college fund balances; an increase in the freshman appli
cant pool; the shaping of the academic programs; the enhancement of capital resources; and above all, 
defining the special contributions that the college could make to American h•gher education. 

KEN 
WEISBART 

One Senior commented on Ellsworth's departure: •I'm really sorry to see him go, not just because of 
all the good things he has done for Pitzer institutionally, but also because he's such a great guy. I am 
glad he's leaving with us [class of '9 t] though: 
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A "yurt", according to the Random House 
Dictionary, copyright 1980, is "a circular, 
portable dwelling used by nomads of Mon

golia: And we have one in the academic quad of 
Pitzer College in Oarernont, California. 

After the initial excitement of having an actual 
YURT (it deserves to be capitalized) in my 
proverbial backyard wore off, I began to remem
ber that I wasn't a nomad, and I didn't think that I 
was in Mongolia (although sometimes I won
der ... ). So why, then, was the YURT there? A 
gift from the class of 1990, someone told me. 
Gosh, they must have been an interesting group, I 
thought; either that or they wanted to play a cruel 
joke on those of us still here . 

Running back to my room to recheck the defi
nition of a YURT someone told me that the old 
living room carpet from Holden was going to be 
the new carpet in the YURT. Oh no. Not only a 
YURT, but a YURT from Hell with orange and 
green carpet. (Hey, maybe they11 hang a mirror 
ball from the ceiling and install a black light.) 
This made me sprint even faster for my dictionary. 
I grabbed it, looked up YURT, and the word 
"portable" leaped out. Didn't I see them pouring 
cement into the base of the YURT7 Cement. 
Portable. Isn't this a contradiction of terms? I 
heard it was to make the YURT earthquake proof. 
That's a sellout right there. fll bet in Mongolia 
they don't put cement in their YURTS. 111 bet 
they don't even have earthquakes in Mongolia. 
Oh no. Not only a YURT from Hell with orange 
and green carpet, but a PSEUDO-YURT from 
Hell with orange and green carpet. 

Maybe I was judging the YURT unfairly. I went 
to examine it again. Nice textured canvas. It was 
the best quality of tan canvas that could be found, 
I was sure of it. I couldn't think of anything else 
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to comment on. I think 111 just have to wait until 
the carpet is installed. 

Was I the only one who fdt this way? Walking 
back from dass I fell into step with a fellow stu-
dent. Casually I commented on the YURT and 
asked the person's opinion on it. "'t looks like a 
giant mashed penciJ; was the response. I sensed 
negativity. The next person I asked simply said, = 
"'t's ugly: Straight and to the point. The next .J 
five people I asked all gave the same ~nse. A u 
trend was starting to form. Someone suggested Z 
that it could be burned It was pointed out that ~ 
the YURT wouldn't bum, but melt, adding more 0 
circumference to the ever growing hole in the .., 
ozone layer and contradicting this years motto: i% 
Pitzer: C.AR£S. 

What to do7 What to do7 The other day I was 
giving a tour to a prospective student. I lead her z 
past the YURT hoping she wouldn't notice it. No ~ 
such luck. "What's than" she asked I tried to ~ 
sound like the proud Pitzer student I was instruct- (!) 
ed to be. "It's a YURT; I said, trying to sound as C 
if I had been around them since early childhood. ~ 
"Oh," was the response I got. I knew she wanted ::l 
to be tactful because she hadn't received her ac
ceptance letter yet. 

Other prospective students aren't so bashful 
about expressing their opinions. "It's an eyesore," 
stated one transfer student. I wanted to agree. t
Actually I wanted to hug him for not caring about i"" 
being culturally aware. Not to say that I have 
anything against Mongolia or the nomads that 
live there, but tell me, do the nomads of Mongolia 
really use their portable dwellings as outdoor 
dassrooms1 

So now we have a YURT. I guess 111 just have 
to live with it. 

BY JUUET HENDERSON 
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TOP TEN THINGS TO DO WITH THE YURT: 

(!) MAKE WHOOPIE IN IT. 
® PAY HARVEY MuDD TO "RELOCATEn IT. 

@ INvERT IT AND MAKE IT A POOL 
@ FILl IT WITH SAWDUST, BUY HAMSTERS 

· AND CAll IT THE WORLD'S lARGEST 

HABITRAJL. 
@ PAP THE WAllS & FLOORS & CAll IT A 

MOONWALK FOR KOHOUTEK. 

® GIVE IT TO CMC- THEY NEED A BIGGER 
GYM. 

(J) GIVE IT TO FRANK AS A FAREWELL 
PRESENT. 

® NEW FRESHMAN DORM • 
® IGNORE IT AND HOPE IT WILL GO AWAY. 
® USE IT FOR II AN OlJTIX)()R ENVIRONMENT 

CONDUCIVE TO STUDY." 



T he Lakers, who earlier in the season looked weak 
and confused, now have fire in their eyes. The days 
of fast-breaks and razzle-dazzle have been replaced 

by hard-nosed defense and a highly underrated half court 
game. Vlade Divac, the Yugoslavian import, could be the 
key to the Lakers' success. He is no Kareem, but he is the 
lone seven-footer on the Lakers' squad. Vlade's improving 
defense and his astounding 57% field 
goal percentage has helped transform 
the Lakers from a team in disarray in-
to a championship caliber crew. 

As -urry Legend• goes, so 
do the Celtics. Bdore Mr. 
Bird's aging back started to 
act up, he was having an 
MVP type of season. More 
than Larry's pure basketball 
talent, the Celtics seeming
ly miss his court presence 
most. Bird, along with ~e 
Magic Man• in LA., have an 
uncanny knack for bringing 
out the best in their re
s~ive teams. No one in 
the NBA has better vi
sion, intelligence or ex
pcrience on the hard
wood than Bird and 
Magic, which makes 
their attendance that 
much more impera
t ive to their teams 
come game time. 

Lets talk job securi

ty. Instead of giving 0.). Anderson, the Superbowl MVP, 
a car or a raise, the Giants rewarded their superstar by 
leaving him unprotected. Anderson was placed on the Gi
ants plan B roster, which means he can negotiate freely 
with other NFL teams. This is the third straight year that 
Anderson has been leh unprotected. That's gratitude for 
you. I guess if Anderson did not win the MVP he would 
have been kicked out of football or something. 

The San Frandsco 49ers are the most dangerous team in 
football . I hesitate slightly when I say this because the 
winds of change are blowing in Frisco. The Niner dynasty 
could be broken up as a result of the ever popular plan B 
rule and injuries. The Niners may lose Ronnie Lott, still 
the hardest hitter in the league, and Roger Craig, perhaps 
the most productive running-back over the last five years 
as a result of the plan B rule. The Niners are also trying to 
play down the injury of Mr. Montana's injury, suffered in 
the NFC Championship game. The cold fact is that Mon
tana was violently blind-stded by the Giant's Leonard Mar
shall. Unfortunately, at thirty-four, Montana's healing 
power may not be as acute as it once was as a result of the 
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years of pummelling his battered body has already taken. 
Steve Young, Montana's patient backup, is a competent 
quarterback who is anxious to show the Niners and the 
rest of the world what they have been missing, but he is no 
Joe Montana. The 49ers just would not be the same with· 
out a healthy Montana. Come to think of it, football in 
general would not be the same. Say it ain't so Joe, say in 
ain't so. 

I am sick and tired of all these Raider fans, who continue 
to over-embellish the Raider's season. The Raiders may 

have been overachievers this year, but one must not for
get how the men in black completely embarrassed 
and humiliated themselves and their fans in their 
loss to the Bills in the AFC Championship game. 

..... -~ 
Is it me, or was Budbowl 3 boring and a waste of 

quality viewing time . 
I don't know about you, but now that Football 

season is over, my life will be worthless on Sun
days. 

T rwhled USC quarterback Todd Marinovich 
is a perfect example of an athlete who is run
ning away from his problems. Marinovich has 
shown a complete lack of respect of his coach 
(Llrry Smith) and his school. Marinovich has 
been seen arguing with coach Smith on the 
sidelines during games, has failed to register 
for spring classes, and to top it aU off, he 

s arrested for cocaine possession on Jan
uary 20th. Instead of showing humility and 

apologizing to his coach and his team for his 
negative and unmanageable attitude, he has turned around 
and snubbed the people that made him ane of the most 
talented quarterbacks in college football and has basically 
thrown away his precious education by entering the NFL 
draft early. If Marinovich cannot take the pressure of col
lege, what makes him think he can tackle the tension-filled 
and complex world of the NFu 

If you don't know who Harold Miner is, your college 
basketball knowledge is not complete. I was pnvileged to 
observe Mr. Miner up close when he attended Inglewood 
High School. He lit up the Beverly Hills High School 
scoreboard by exploding for 50 points two years ago. He 
now resides at USC where he has constantly d isplayed 
Jordanesque qualities. Miner is ungodly quick and his un
limited range on his jump shot, along .-....-----
with his uncanny abtlity to bury a 
jumper in the most awkward of posi
ttons, makes him one of the most dan
gerous and exdting players in the col
lege game. By the way, he also mys
teriously sticks out h ts tongue when 
he takes fl ight for a drive to the bas
ket. Do you think Mr. Jordan hears 
footsteps] Maybe not yet, but in five 
years, who knows7 

See SPORTS SHORTS, page 10 

by 
John Stewart 
and 
Andrew Starbin 

Send 
In 
The 
Clowns 
The 
Folly 
of 

' 

J.V. 
Men's 
Basketball 

o let the Claremont High 
Clowns into Rains Center, 
suited up in the uniforms of 

the Pomona-Pitzer Sagehens? Aher a 
college career spanning a ye.ar and a 
half, we decided to get off of our asses 
and attend some college sporting 
events. Holy-Boring! Our first •thriW 
came upon discovering that we were the 
only fans whose attendance was not 
mandatory (as is the case with parents, 
the varsity team when the J.V.'s are 
playing, and all five of our cheerlead
inw'ydl-leading squad). Maybe we are 
being too cruel. There were probably 
six or seven younger fans in the 
•crowd; including two infants. We 
must say, though, that quiet and empty 
is probably the perfect setting to watch 
a Pomona-Pitzer home game. Being 
two students previously unaware of our 
college sports teams, it would only have 
taken some inspired play from our very 
own Claremont Clowns to arouse our 
interest in the four games that we have 
attended. 

Our first game pitted the Clowns 
against mighty Redlands. The J.V men 
lost by 15. That in itsdf would be an 
entire season's worth of embarrassment 
for most sports writers, but we are not 
your average Other Side sports re
porters. The next battle set the Hens 
against the Stags of CMS. Upon enter
ing the facility on the McKenna cam
pus, we discovered statistics pages, a 
band, and fans (whose very presence 
made us aware of our location; that is, 
we were not in Rains, Home of the 
Claremont High Clowns) . The J .V 
men, in a heated battle of mistakes, out· 
lasted the baby Stags and eventually 
blew them out by approximately 16 
points. Then the Varsity teams came 
out to standing ovations and a fluny of 
insults by the McKenna fans, ranging 
from -ney ugly· to •Pomona-your ma
ma.• Do we approve of this kind of fan 
behavior? Who cares. At least it was a 
spirited student body. Anyway, you 
can be sure that such chants will never 
resonate in the empty space of Rains 
center. This brings us to our final out· 
ing (as of the date this article was being 

written), matching the J.V. team against 
Whittier. It was a classic •come-from
behind-to-lose• affair. The Hens, down 
40 to 21 early in the second half, began 
a spirited comeback that culminated 
with only an eight point defeat. The 
game was far closer than any of the four 
or five Sagehen fans could ever have ex
~ed at the onset. 

So these are the events that tran
spired before our eyes. Are we encour
aging, nay, imploring more Pitzer and 
Pomona fans to come down to Rains 
and show some support? Yes, provided 
that the coaches of the men's teams a) 
adhere to some of our helpful sugges
t ions and, b) teach these simple rules in 
place of whatever the hell they have 
been driUing the players on for the last 
six weeks. 

1. After you have faked the defender 
out of position, take the open shot 
rather than throw the baU away. Wild 
passes and horrendous turnovers a re 
very, very unhelpful. 

2. Play Defense. This will lower the 
opponent's point total. 

3. When rebounding: jump. 

4 . Within two feet of the basket, 
shots should be automatic. Llyup drills 
may be in order, before moving on to 
the more difficult five footers. 

5. One word: Free-throws! 

6. If the other team gets a lead, time
outs are permitted. Coaches can then 
implement changes in strategy that 
make winning a possibility. 

By following such fundamentals, the 
Oarernont Gowns may be transformed 
into mighty Sagehens. And to be hon
est, the two of us wish them aU of the 
best. We do not expect a national rank· 
ing, or for that matter a winning record. 
But there has to be some better reason 
to come to a game besides commenting 
on how much the J.V. coach resembles 
Suns forward Kurt Rambis. 
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oger McGuinn is making 
n offically sanctioned BY Btu fOREMAN 

least I hope he's not that des
perate. "King of The Hilr is a 

collaboration with Tom Petty, who owes 
more to McGuinn that Frank Pentangeli 
owed his bookie (before his tragl<: suicide 
erased all debts, of course). This is the 
closest thing on the album to a great tune. 
But I swear, on the souls of my grandchil
dren, they shouldn't go down to the Fl 
minor in the bridget It sounds forced It 
would be better to go straight to the A 
major, at least on the second time 
through the progression! This aside, I'm 
afraid that, judging from the rest of the al
bum, the reason this tune is so good is the 
presence of Petty, who is having a major 
renaissance in his own career. "Without 
Your Love" is a pretty tune with sweet 
harmonies {by Crosby and Hillman) and a 
great melody. The words aren't poetry, 
but at least they aren't painful to listen to. 
The last tune, "If We Never Meet Again· 
{by Jules Shear) has a great guitar part for 
the 12-string (as usual-McGuinn's guitar 
can't be faulted), but the bridge is invaded 
by a most unwelcome cheese guitar. If 
you don't know what a cheese guitar is, 
listen to Nelson. I hate cheese guitar. It 
should be avoided whenever possible, and 
in this respect it bears a great resemblance 
to our dining hall. 

omeback in the world of Rock 'n' 
Roll. That means that the Byrds were the 
subject of a •-CD retrospective and were 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. What a 
great band they were, and McGuinn gave 
that band their signature sound, the 12-
string electric guitar. His new album, the 
first to bear his name in ten years or so, is 
called "Back From Rio: Every review I've 
read has been quite positive, and that 
must mean that everyone's pulling for 
McGuinn to succeed, because it's not a 
great album. I wish I could usc some of 
my trademark superlatives, but it's not 
possible. This is a mediocre record. 

The good news is that McGuinn is us
ing the 12-string again. His guitar play
ing is excellent throughout the album. 
The sound is reminiscent of the Byrd.s, 
down to the presence of David Crosby 
and Chris Hillman. Unfortunately, the 
tunes aren't that great, though a couple 
are good. McGuinn is a great musician 
with an indiviwal sound, but though he's 
written some great tunes he's far from be
ing a consistently great songwriter. Most 
of these tunes feel labored, though they 
are generally played with vigor. The pro
duction isn't great, either. At best, it is a 
bit lackluster (which is a major disap
pointment, considering how McGuinn's 
guitar used to sparkle on those old Byrds 
records), and at worst it is pure hack
work. Shucks. 

Now, to the bad stuff. · ear Phone· has 
a Byrds-esque guitar lick and it indulges in 
some studio gimmickry, but it's a bad 
tune. Dig this chorus: "Talking, talking, 
talking, talking, talking on the car phone: 
Very shaky. And beware studio tricks. 
Ninety-five of the time they're used to 
cover up for mediocre tunage. "The Trees 
Are All Cone" has cheese guitar on it. See 
above. The words have the proper politi
cal sentiment, but it pales in comparison 

SPORTS SHORTS 
from page 8 

Let us continue the serpentine path of 
this review, so reminiscent of a snake 
winding its way through a jungle. Here 
are the good ones The first tune, "'Some
one To Love,· sounds like a Byrds reject. 
But that doesn't make it worthless. It's got 
a nice, jangly 12-string in the classic 
Byrds mold, but the lyrics are really 
shaky. Dig this: "Crossing that bridge can 
take a little courage. The hardest part is 
knowing what love is.llaat's definitely 
lacking in the effortless poetic metaphor 
that characterized the Byrds masterpiece, 
"Eight Miles High·, or the complex metri-
cal constructions that enlivened "'So you Pete Rose, maybe the greatest pure 
Want To Be A Rock 'n' Roll Star" to such hitter to step on the diamond, has got-
great effect "You Bowed Down,· written ten a bad rap. Rose has been jailed, de-
by Elvis Costello (who is a consistently based and discredited and it was well 
great songwriter) has better lyrics, though deserved. But now I believe it is finally 
for Costello, they are decidely second- time to close the book on the truly sad 
rate. A very good melody and great Pete Rose saga. Leave him alone. Pete 
chords, but it's obvious that Elvis didn't Rose IS a sure Hall-of-Farner and was 
see fit to sa"e this for his ne.xt album. At one of the most electrifying baseball 
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to a true environmentalist masterpiece 
like the Garden of Souls' epic, "Mother 
Earth is Crying: "Your Love is a Cold
mine· sounds good to begin with, and has 
a good bridge, but the verses are terrible. 
It's got a nice, nowlng feel (hey, is that 
called legato7) and then the verse is all 
choppy (I think that's called staccato). It 
doesn't form an interesting contrast; it just 
sounds wrong, like forced signifigance. 

"Back From Rio· .. .t can't go on. You 
understand. However, I noticed that at 
some point in every song (I think in every 
song, most at least) a little chirpingbird 
peeks its head through the speakers. I 
could tum the reference into an insult but 
I won't bother. Also, is all human endeav
or futile in the face of death7 I'll answer 
that pressing question in the next issue, 
but until then, try and find me some good 
records, as I really don't hke g1ving nega
tive reviews 

personalities of all time. The recent de
cision by the Hall of Fame's Board of 
Directors to bar those on baseball's in
eligible list, wh1ch Mr. Rose now re
sides on, from even appearing on the 
Hall of Fame ballot is a damn shame. 
The Board should at least allow Rose to 
be on the ballot, and if he is not voted 
in, then fine. Whatever Rose did out
side of baseball is melevant. The Board 
has truly robbed baseball of one of its 
greatest heroes. In this case, people 
should forget about Rose's off-the-field 
problems and remember the remarkable 
things he did for baseball. 

FEATURES • ANALYSES • EDITORIALS 
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the importance of discourse our intent that the following 
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~EXTERNAL STUDIES 
Terrorism Threats Keep Students Home 

by 1imAheam 

You would have to be some sort of 
recluse if you did not know that 
there was a War going for the last 

few weeks. The conflict may seem far 
away through the fiJtered eyes of the 
media, yet its effects are being felt in 
our community. The spectOr of terror
ism looms throughout the world and 
students are wonied about tnvding and 
swdying abroad. 

I spoke with Tom Manley, Director of 
External Studies, to ask. what Pitzer was 
doing about this problem. He told me 
that Pitzer understood the problems at 
hand and was trying to be accommodat
ing to tl)e n«:ds and concerns of the 
students. 

Six Pitzer students did not go abroad 
this semester for this reason and other 
reasons. One Pitzer student even came 
home early from Israel last semester. 
The 6 students constitute about 10 per
cent of those who were supposed to go 
abroad this semester. The other Care
mont Colleges had even fewer students 
who stayed home. 

Last November the external studies 
office saw that the condition of Middle 
Ea.stern affairs was not promising. Al
though there was no official advisory 
from the government at that time, they 
decided that they should take some pre
ventive action. They allowed the stu
dents to review their plans for the 
semester and help them change their 
plans or even defer for a semester. 

The school policy is not to tell stu

dents that they cannot go on a semester 
abroad unless the country being visited 
is a part of the war. Places like Israel 
were out after the Iraqi SCUDS started 
to fly. 

Cass Fisher, a Senior at Pitzer, was to 
be in Israel last semester studying at He
brew University in Jerusalem. He ar
rived in Israel in late July, before the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait . He stayed 5 
weeks there, and contacted with his par
ents and Pitzer before making his deci
sion to come home. "1 have never regret 
ted it•, Cass said when referring to his 
tough decision, '1 have felt comfortable 
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about it from the beginning: Cass 
plans to return there someday, hopefully 
soon, to complete what he started. 

Jeff Cook., a Junior at Pitzer, was sup
posed to go to Athens, Greece with the 
School of International Training. He 
had planned to study many aspects of 
ancient and Modem Greclt rulture. He 
began to have reservations beginning 
around the 5th of January. He called 
students in the program from other 
schools around the country. Many of 
them were having the same sort of reser
vations as well. Soon after that he de
cided that he would stay at Pitzer for 
this semester. 

•Going over there would have been a 
real pain in the ass,• Jeff said. • All the 
precautions and constantly looking over 
your shoulder and worrying if some ter
rorist is after you. There would have 
been so many extra precautions that it 
would not have been that enjoyable: 

·1 feel very good about my choice,· 
Jeff said , •it was something that I had to 

The school policy is not 
to tell students that they 
cannot go on a semester 
abroad unless the coun-

try being visited is a 
part of the war. 

do: Jeff wants to go to Greece some
day, hopefully next semester, although 
Jeff confided to me that he really n«:d
ed a break from school. 

Jd f has also heard by word of mouth 
that the program has been cancelled for 
the semester. 

Kristin Miscall, a Junior at Scripps, al
so decided not to go abroad th is 
semester. Kristin was supposed to go on 
the Nepal program which is offered at 
Pitzer. She said that the Nepal pro 
gram demanded people to become Im
mersed in the Nepa lese culture. She 
would have had to forget the outside 
world and its t roubles for the trip to be a 

great success for her. How could she re
ally do this when she was constantly 
worried about the War and her country] 

Kristin was concerned about terror
ism as well . Scripps sent hera list of 
steps to be taken by Americans abroad 
in order to prevent a terrorist attack. 
This meant staying away from American 
Hotels and American hangouts and the 
like. She, like Jeff, had the same con
cern about having to constantly look 
over your shoulder. Kristin also did not 
want to be a target for something that 
she did not believe in. 

Parents were also a concern. At one 
point during her semester she was to 
have been 7 weeks without communica
tion with her parents which would have 
caused a great deal of anxiety for her 
parents. She hopes to go next semester 
and feels totally comfortable with her 
decision. 

Taylor Gilbert, a Junior at Pitzer, also 
decided to come back to Pitzer instead 
of going abroad. Taylor was to study 
this semester at Warick University in 
England. He spent only 9 days th ere 
when he decided to come back on the 
9th of January. It had become clear to 
him that war was inevitable. Taylor, a 
member of the Ventura Peace Move
ment wanted to be ·as active and vocal 
as possible• with his feelings about the 
war. It seemed pretty ridiculous to Tay
lor to speak out against his country in a 
foreign land. 

Instead of studying h isto ry t h is 
semester in England, Taylor has been 
pladng effort in counseling for Consci
entious O bjecto rs. He said that there 
was some d isappointment in h is dcc•
sion, yet he felt that he was of no use in 
England. He saw that it was · impera 
tive• that he come back. to campus. 

Despite intematioonal tensions, there 
does not seem to be any lack of interest 
for semesters abroad next year. People 
are still enthusiastic about the chance to 
study in a foreign country. Students will 
have to wait and see what happens in 
the next few months before they finalize 
their plans abroad. 

ROUGH DRAFT 
fAKE CONSCRIPTION NOTICES RAISE TENSIONS 

~ Draft Induction Notice Selective Service Sys tem 
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semester, no one was very 
amused. 1n December, when we sent out the cards,• added Whit, "there 

The prank, instigated by Matt Schneider and Whit Preston, was no draft-there wasn't even a war yet: 
was intended to raise the people's consciousness over the issue of Man explained further, "What we did was subversive--it was 
the American presence in Saudi Arabia. The fake draft notices outside of the law, and by that I don't mean just the legal system, 
were meant to be more concrete and shocking than efforts such I mean the laws of common sense. We wanted to shock peo· 
as Pitzer's Teach-ln. pie-to show them that they could be threatened by the draft, 

Towards that end, Man and Whit had some success. *I was to· even here at the colleges It's not a question of legality, but of be
tally scared," said Rich, •t mean, the notice looked totally real. I ing violated Rather than analyzing the violation, people blame 
showed it to a lot of people, and they all believed it. I thought it the source." 
was a mistake, like maybe they [the Army] thought I was in the Matt and Whit emphasized that they feel that anger at them is 
Reserves. misdirected. The U.S. 's involvement was their intended target, 

Asked if he was angry about being targeted, Rich replied, "I not mchvtduals. Thus far, they have been directed to write letters 
heard later that they'd sent it to me beca~ they heard I was apa· of apology and to perform an unspedfied number of community 
thetic, and I told them, 'fuck off.' I mean, what do they know service hours This, however, may not be enough to appease aU 
about my views? I guess they wanted to stir things up. I was real- the jolc.e's VIctims. 
ly mad, but they apologized the next night. I'm not bummed any According to Whit, "Zander was really angty, even though he 
more. It's funny because now we're actually at war and the possi- lc.ncw that his card was fake by the time he got it. He is threaten· 
bility that I might really be drafted increases every day: ing us with legal action." 

Zander Sprague found a draft notice in his mailbox the same Man added, "I had a conversation with him right before break. 
day as his suitemate, Rich. By that time, they had found out that He said that he has nothing against us, but that he thinks we 
the notices were fake. He was upset enough, however, to go to should be punished He kept contradicting himself.• 
Jack Ling. In addition, Man pointed out, "As far as I'm concerned, this is 

•t told jack that although I was aware that the notices was fake, trivial compared to the fact that there's a war going on. Even if 
I felt that some sort of action ought to be taken against the perpe- Whit and I are sent to prison, that won't change the fact that peo· 
tratol'S. I think it was a very misguided prank-<iefinitely not fun. pie may get drafted Personal malice between us and the people 
ny." we sent cards to has been exaggerated It's not between us and 

In response to the mcident, Jack Ling invited all those involved Rich, Zander, David or Jim. It's between all of us and the gov
to participate in a discussion. Man and Whit apologized to the emment• 
victims the mght after the notices had been received "They tried Malice, if indeed there was any, was directed towards people 
to explain that they were trying to get people to think about the feeling too comfortable. -student deferment doesn't exist any
draft." said Zander, "They said they targeted people on the ex· more, • said Whtt, We are all vulnerable.~ 
treme right or left. I'd like to know how they de(;ided who was •As a U.S. citizen, I didn't want to be in this war. However, 
who • now we are committed That is the violation,· added Matt. 

Zander believes that although the possibility of a draft is more On this point, it would seem that the U.S. presence in the Gulf 
imminent now then it was six months ago, people do not need to is a catch-22. Without even a superficial belief in the cause(s) for 
become "hysterical: "There's no official talk of drah. All the which the media tells us we are fighting, many people who do 
hysteria IS on college campuses where people have nothing better not support the war. And being willing to fight for it seems out 
to do. I'm not worried about the immediate future." of the question. 

Oearly, re(;eiving a bogus draft notice inspired Zander to do On the other hand, we seem to have gone too far to pull out. 
some thinking, but he 1sn't pulling out the love beads. The prank's victims, clearly have a right to be upset. Unfortu-

When interviewed, Matt and Whit were quick to point out natdy, Matt and Whit seem to have stirred up more anger to· 
that their intention was not derisive. "We wanted to make people wards themselves than they have towards the United States' in· 

volvement in the Gulf. 
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Created By David Glickman 

• • nterviewin 

The following text is an interview - obviously fictitious - in 
which The Other Side Editor~ David Glickman~ asked Niccolo 
MachiaveUi, a political philosopher, questions pertaining to 
the current crisis. His answers are direct quotes from The 
Prince and The Discourses, works which he wrote in the early 
16th century and are uncannily applicable to today's world. 
In addition, if further explanation is needed to correlate 
Machiavelli s answer to the question posed, comments will be 
added, marked in italics. In reading Machiavelli's answers, 
substitute "President Bush" or "Saddam Hussein" for 
"prince", wherever appropriate. Page numbers are listed 
after each reply for reference. 

THE OTHER SIDE: Let's begin our 
discussion with the fundamental question 
circulating among intellectuals today. 
Niccolo, do you think that President Bush 
should have given sanctions more time to 
take effect1 

NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI: ... one 
ought never to allow a disorder to take place 
in order to avoid war, for war is not thereby 
avoided, but only deferred to your 
disadvantage. (14) 

I" tbis mporm, o11t cowld spwdatt thai 
Macbiavtlli wollld have co11sidutd Si:l1fCiio"s a 
•Jisordtt" as lbty wtte an atfmlpl to avoid war. Tints, 
bt is jwslifyi~ Bwsb's action lo nt;aJe i7t war. l11 fact, 
Mitcbiautlli mighl bavt Sllggcsted United Stalts 
mililary i11ttrvmlio11 im•tdiatcly followi11.9 lr~:~{s 
i11vasion of Kuwait. 

TOS: In essence, you are agreeing with 
President Bush's strategy which deployed 
massjye United States forces into Saudi 
Arabia, portrayed Saddam Hussein as a new 
•Hitler• who must be stopped, and 
emphasized the need to protect our "vital· 
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national interests in the region? 

NM: It was never deemed wise to risk 
one's whole fortune without employing at 
the same time one's whole force, and which 
may be done in different ways. ( 178) 

In olhu words, what Presidmt Bllsh made tbt 
decisi011 logo to war, be was domg so witb the ·wboll' 
Sllpport of bis 1orccs: By 1orccs,w Olft colllJ strclcb 
1be defi1filion lo 1101 only inclwdt the military 
ptrsan11tl, bwttbe Amcricmt pwblic as wciL This wowlJ 
cxplam Bwsb's !4ctics in raUy;~ the cowntry agailfsl 
Sadd~t~~~ Hwssan, cmp~Msizi~ owr cow11try' s nml for 
oil. aJtd wsilfg Co~rtSs · latt vote of approval for war 
as tbt •Jifftrt~~lways" for jwstifyilfg Ibis war. 

TOS: President Bush has been 
commended for his handling of foreign 
policy in the past. In this war, he has 
especially been praised for his ability to form 
an •allied• force, which includes former 
enemies such as Syria. Why did Bush include 
Syria in the •coalition,• even though the 
country was considered an enemy and a 
supponer of terrorism/ 

11For the great 

maiority of 
mankind are 

satisfied with 

appearances, 

as though 

they were 

reaUties, and 

are often 

even more 

influenced by 

the things 

that seem 

than by those 

that are." 

- Niccolo 

Machiavelli 

NM: Princes, and especially new ones, 
have found more faith and more usefulness 
in those men, whom at the beginning of 
their power they regarded with suspicion, 
than in those they at first confided in. (79) 

Tbt oboiotU rt.aSOil for Syria's participation i7t tbt 
co~:~lilimt w1:1s Basb's 11ctd lo crt.alt a force wbicb 
mcltultd Arab cOIVItritS tbal oppostd Ir~:~t~'s bwasion 
of J<.wait HowtDer, M«biavdli's aJISIDtr illilstratts 
"" i•~orta1ft 11olio11 wbicb Bau& bas followed 
tbroKJbo111 tb{s cr{s{s. He bas ·msbtd over" ~ast 
differmets tbt U11iltd Swtcs bas bad wilb ctrl4in 
allJtd forces {11 order to cswblisb tbt 111osl powcrfwl 
c~liticm possibl.t. lrtmiCAUy, this war c~IJ bave btm 
.gai11st Syria or Ira~~, two c~11tritS wbicb we now 
praise for tbrir •ssisi4Jia (i.t. Syrkl's partidpatiOI'I i7t 
1be •llitd forccs alld Ira~~'s, dnu far, COIIIIIIilwl lo 
?ltwtrality ~ 

TOS: Speaking of foreign policy 
decisions on the part of national leaders, 
how would you explain Jordan's President 
Hussein's recent decision to side with the 
Arab world- or in essence, Iraq - instead of 
remaining neutn11 

NM: A prince is further esteemed when 
he is a true friend or a true enemy, when, 
that is, he declares himself without reserve in 
favour of some one or against another. This 
policy is always more useful than remaining 
neutral. (83) 

TOS: Comparing President Bush's 
handling of the current crisis with President 
Carter's policy in relation to the Iranian 
hostage crisis, many might sarcastically 
conclude that Carter was too honest and 
lacked authority in expressing his outrage 
over the situation. On the other hand, 
George Bush has purposefully portrayed his 
image as a •tough guy: What are your 
thooghts in contemplating these contrasting 
approaches to crisis situations? 

NM: A man who wishes to make a 
profession of goodness in everything must 
necessarily come to grief among so many 
who are not good. Therefore it is necessary 
for a prinCe, who wtshes to maintain himsdf, 
to learn how not to be good, and to use this 
knowledge and not use it, according to the 
necessity of the case. (56) 

TOS: In this war thus far, President Bush 
has publicly called for days of prayer, asked 
clergypersons to attend the White House, 
and stated that god is with the allied forces . 
In addition, Saddam Hussein has c.alled this 
war a ~oly war,• telling his Arab followers 
to fight against the •imperialist• West. He 

has also proclaimed that god is on his side. 
How do you explain this religious paradox1 

NM: ... whoever reads Roman history 
attentively will see in how great a degree 
religion served in the command of the 
armies, in uniting the people and keeping 
them well conducted, and in covering the 
wicked with shame. (147) 

It is therefore the duty of princes and 
heads of republics to uphold the foundations 
of the religion of their countries, for then it 
is easy to keep their people religious, and 
consequently well conducted and united. 
And therefore everything that tends to favor 
religion (even thoogh it were believed to be 
false) should be received and availed to 
strengthen it; and this should be done the 
more the wiser the rulers are, and the better 
they ~derstand the natural course of things. 
(150) 

Bwsb alfd Hwsstht baue wtiliwl rtligi~s !hontS lo 
raUy tbtir pcoplt. c011vtyi71.9 a w.llitflle lllts$41Jt. to lbtir 
rt'Sf'tctivt citizms. 

TOS: Aside from religion, how has Bush 
•soJd• tnis war to the Americans, as well as 
international community? 

NM: Not being always.able to follow 
others exactly, nor attain to the excellence 
of those he imitates, a prudent man should 
always follow in the path trodden by great 
men and imitate those who are most 
excellent, so that if he does not attain to 
their greatness, at any rate he will get some 
tinge of it. ( 1 9-20) 

If o11e listms closely to Gtorge Bwsb 's spctchtS, 
press colfftrntccs, and tbt Swte of tbt U11i011, il 
btcOIIIts apparmt tbal tbt PrtSidmt frt411t111ly /fllOits 
·grt.al" Allltricmtlt.aJm 10bo haw stood for ·fradcrm" 
a1fd tbt • A11tericmt way.· 

TOS: Some might argue that these 
rdigious decrees, as well as government-fed 
propaganda, and a sensationalized media 
have corrupted the public's view of the war. 
How do you see this phenomenon1 

NM: For the great majority of mankind 
are satisfied with appearances, as though 
they were realities, and are often even more 
influenced by the things that seem than by 
those that are. ( 1 82) 

Chris Davis pwl it btst. ·11 is frigbrming bow 
appliCI:Iblt rbis slwff is." 

TOS: Let's tum to Saddam Hussein for a 
moment. How has he successfully held his 
position of power, developed his military 
machine at a cost of hundreds of thousands 

See Machlavelll, page t 7 
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
THE WAR? TO WIN 

KIM NIENOW, SENIOR 
~In a way we're losing no matter 
what we do. But, I don't know, 
to win the war, I think ... that 
would mean to get Saddam out 
of control or whatever. And I 
don't know if we can actually 
win the war in the sense that we 
come out victorious wilh no 
losses, because we've already 
losL One human life is a loss be
yond what 1 think is worth get
ling in the war for.~ 

ADENA COHEN, SENIOR 
"No matter what the outcome of 
this war is there is no winner be
cause the media or the govern
ments are going to tell our coun
tries that we've all won. So in the 
end, you're going to believe the 
propaganda. • 

TOM SHIPLEY, SENIOR 
"It means another generation 
gets to spend the rest of their 
lives living in the shadow of a 
mess, left by their predecessers. • 

QUESTION 
PERSON 

DAVID KERlEY, NEW RESOURCES 

"To win the war is to thoroughly 
destroy Saddam Hussein's capa
bilities to force any aggression 
on anyone else, to eliminate his 
power base as the fourth largest 
military in the world and to defi
antly bring about more tension 
to that region and the things that 
are going on in that region. But 
first 1 think his military capabili
ties have to be destroyed or 
made impotent and that would 
be winning the war. • 

LAURA NILSEN, SoPHOMORE 
"Personally, I don't believe in the 
war, but at the same time I think 
you should be behind the 
troops .... 1 think after they deal 
wilh the whole Kuwait thing, 
the're going to have to deal with 
the Israel-Palestine problem, be
cause 1 think that's a big part of 
it, and 1 know President Bush 
doesn't want to involve that, but 
it's really important and obvious
ly Saddam Hussein tryinh to 
draw the whole thing in. 

GREG SUUNAN, SOPHOMORE 
"First. I think it will mean a lot 
of deaths, and second, I think it 
will mean that the Middle East 
will be thrown into even more 
unrest and instability than it is 
now, because Saddam's power 
will be lost and that will throw 
off the balance of power in the 
Middle EasL" 

DoRIAN STONE, fRESHMAN 
• For us to win the war, Saddam 
Hussein has to be taken down 
from power and as much as 1 
don't want it to happen, 
probably some international 
troops are going to have to stay 
lhere to enforce the Iraq-Iran 
balance that was there before, so 
that neither side gets too 
powerful, and to protect Israel 
from any kind of disturbances. • 

CYNTHIA SHEA, SoPHOMORE 
• Re-election for George Bush. • 

Photos 
by Pauline Yao 

THE OIL ARE 
COMPANIES VICTIMS? 

N ational poUs taken on the Amer
ican public's reaction to the Gulf 
War have all had the same re

sults: regardless of whether or not they 
support the war, the majority of Ameri
cans link the Persian Gulf War, in one 
way or another, to oil. 

Oil companies in the United States 
are almost as unpopular as Saddam Hus
sein. Consumers bemoan the high 
prices they pay at the gas pump and ac
tivists chant the slogan "no blood for 
oiUI" 

However, the companies themselves 
feel that too much blame is being 
heaped upon them by inaccurate reports 
in the media. Larry Shushan, an exeru
tive with Chevron Oil, claims that prof
its are actually down at his and other 
companies since the start of the war, 
saying that, "while the raw numbers 
sound good, it's actually only a 15% re
turn rate to the shareholders, which is 
average." While Shushan admitted that 
Chevron did make a substantial profit in 
the third quarter which was in the peri
od of August throogh October 1990, he 
pointed out that the fourth quarter earn
ings were much lower, down by as 

MACHIAVELLI 
from page 15 

of Iraqi lives, and confronted the 
·imperialist" West (in the eyes of his 
citizens)? 

NM: ... we must assume, as a general 
rule, that it never or rarely happens that 
a republic or monarchy is well 
constituted, or its old institutions 
entirely reformed, unless it is done by 
only one individual; it is even necessary 
that he whose mind has conceived such 
a constitution should be alone in 
carrying it into effect. ( 138) 

TOS: If Saddam Hussein is the "one 

much as $100 million. When asked 
why fourth quarter profits were still 
higher than profits the same quarter of 
the the previous year, Shushan stated 
that the 1989 fourth quarter profits were 
the lowest they had been in ten years 
and that it wasn't a fair comparison. 

Shushan went on to say that oil com
panies could not be blamed for the rise 
in gasoline prices, stating, •the price of 
oil is set on a world market which we 
don't affect." 

Shushan further stated that American 
oil companies had nothing to gain from 
the Gulf war because no American oil 
company has actual holdings in Kuwait, 
and that Texaco was the only company 
with an oil wdl in the Middle East, lo
cated in Saudi Arabia. 

Shushan concluded the interview with 
a rebuttal to anti-war activists' claims 
that the United States involvement in 
the war was solely oil-based with the 
comment, "seems like ridiculous specu
lation to me,· as a further reiteration of 
his company's view that the oil compa
nies have played no part in the Gulf 
conflict. 

Pitzer environmental studies profes-

individual" who has formed Iraq into the 
Arab military power in the Middle East, 
how does one explain his ability to 
remain in power through an eight year 
war which killed hundreds of thousands 
of his own people, the emission 
chemical warfare on the Kurds, and the 
aurent Gulf war? 

NM: The prince who creates such an 
opinion of himself gets a great 
reputation, and it is very difficult to 
conspire against one who has a great 
reputation, and he will not easily be 
attacked, so long as it is known that he 
is capable and reverenced by his 
subjects. (67) 

Tbis C()IICfPI of ·rtvacncc by his ptopk~ is 
()lit of Husson's mosl rnflucnlial slrattgits. Tbt 
notion of ·his proplt" nclt~~ds Olllsidc lra4i 

by 
Jenny 
Spitz 

sor, Carl H. Hertel, has a different opin
io:l, saying that the oil companies prob
ably have contact with the White 
House on •a daily basis." He funher 
stated that while he didn't think that 
there was anything as outrageous as an 
international oil •conspiracy• behind the 
war, there definitely is big interest on 
the American oil companies part on 
how the conflict ends. 

When told Shushan's comments on 
the lack of American oil company pres
ence in the Middle East, Hertel said, 
·we have laws against monopolies in 
this country,• and went on to explain 
that while American oil companies do 
not actually own Kuwaiti oil wells, they 
definitely do have ties with the families 
that do own the wells and that Ameri
can companies do in dfect, •already run 
them." 

Hertel finished with the point that 
President George Bush is, in fact, a for
mer oil man, and that if one takes the 
view that oil drilling is a form of mutila
tion upon the earth, "It takes a certain 
sort of person to be in the oil business 
and George Bush i.s that sort of person." 

bordtrs inlo many Arab nations in tht rtJion. 
For inslallct, Prwdtlll Husstin of Jordan 
rtcmtly sidtd wilb lra.tf ill lht war, stali11g lht 
war is ·agaillsl all Arabs arul aU MusliiiS alld 
not agains-1 lrmt alont." It is Saddam HusstJ·n's 
abilily lo raUy lbt Arab world around his CaliSe 
lhat has worritd lht allitd forctS. Pabaps lht 
mosllragic rxamplt of Saddam's usc of lht Arab 
world is his ncploitatio11 of lht Paltstinians. 
Using tbt Paltstinian-lsratli confljct lo attcmpl 
to atalt a 1inkagt" wilL rn tht end. prolonJ tbt 
Paltstinian plight for a homtlaltd. 

TOS: It is commonly known that 
the United States backed Iraq in the 
Iran-Iraq war. In essence, the United 
States considered Iraq a "friend" in the 
region. The United States Ambassador 
to Iraq, April Glaspie, held an infamous 
meeting with President Hussein which 

See MachiaveUi, page 3 I 
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~n a 

A 
Means 
Of 
Helping 
Pitzer 
Cope 

t:cHopefully by 

enlightening 
people with 

education, it 

will in the 

long run be 

an alternative 

t :>:> o war. 

ea er 
by Jennifer Hoffman 

Perhaps you were among the crowd in Mc
Connell during lunch the day the dark vigil 
marched in. They were carrying body-bags and 

various other symbols depicting our involvement in 
the Gulf. They spoke of AIDS, of education and of 
family. Their purpose wasn't to encourage an anti
war protest, but rather to educate and inform our col
legiate community. 

The purpose of the group called "Gonlla Theater" 
is to help end the mass confusion associated with a 
war thousands of miles away. "The campus is dead,· 
explains Pitzer member Cathy Feingold, "•t seemed so 
weird coming back here after winter break, register
ing for classes and stuff, as if nothing else in the 
world was going on. It seemed wrong." 

People don't see the connections to the bigger pic
ture and that is what •Gorilla Theater· wants to un
veil. AJI issues are related. It is in all the confusion 
and ambiguity that they have a tendency to get lost. 
Once these connections become dearer, the war it
self takes a more personal aspect. People can really 
begin to see that just because they don't have any di
rect connections overseas, they are just as affected. 

Hopefully by enlightemng people wtth education, 
"G.T • will be an alternative to war and to the numb-
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ing effect that tends to take over in war times. The 
goal of "Gorilla Theater" whose name was chosen not 
only to encourage contemplation but for its shock 
value as well, is to promote education and get people 
thinking. •tt's easy to stay in the Claremont world 
and forget that there is a war going on outside,· Fein
gold said. "Students put more thought behind which 
5-College party to go to rather than their role in the 
Middle-East war." 

Feingold sees few professors reacting to the war. 
She feels that the war should be somehow integrated 
or at the least regularly discussed in the classroom. 
This serves many purposes: to educate those who 
might be confused and to allow a place for students 
to ask questions that they might lind perplexing. 

February 21st will be a day of action throughout 
the country. Thousands of students nationwtde will 
focus on war on campus and how thetr school is af
fected. It is meant to be a peaceful day with a notion 
to educate. Everyone, regardless of stance, is encour
aged to participate. 

"Gorilla Theater· meets every Monday night in 
Appleby at Claremont McKenna. They welcome 
people to come and help spread knowledge through
out the colleges. 

T 
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Th,~e' ~re two sides t~ ·~'ery story, news or other- G F ~or Allie_d_ troops b~t which would serve to block the 
wise. Currently one of the biggest stories in Inter- W R Vlew of mthtary satellttes as well. 
national news is the oil spill in the Persian Gulf, and, In addttiQn to the already bombed fields, it is suspected 

as with all politically controversial issues, there is much spec- that Iraq has mined all of Kuwait's 360 oil wells. Simply 
ulation as to how this event oca.trred. put-should Saddam give the go-ahead, the smoke produced 

As Timt Magazbtt reported, the allied forces claimed that by all explosions could eventually cover an area said to be the 
the spills, three of them to date, were deliberate acts of mili- size of the United States. According to scientific sources, the 
tary offense by Iraq, '"believed to have opened the spigots of smoke effect could last for months, not only afflicting general 
Kuwait's main supertanker-loading pier ... 16 km offshore from resptration but causing severe crop damage as well. 
the country's major petroleum refinery." Iraq, however, de- The major oil fires have caused slightly elevated levels of 
nies these allegations as they claim that these spills occurred carbon dioxide along the northern Saudi Coast. In addttion, 
as a result of attacks by Allied Bombers. In either case, the slight traces of black rain were reportedly sighted throughout 
immediate result was between approximately 380-440 million northern Saudi Arabta as well as 10 southwestern Iran. 
gallons of oil, the largest spill in history. The long-term out· There are no real positive aspects of this envtronmental eli
come is the same: devastating damage to the environment of sts, but a possible silver lining in this deep, dark cloud of 
the Persian Gulf. smoke and crude might be found in the alliance of European, 

The foremost concern of experts is the direct effect the oil Middle Eastern and Western countnes contributing to the 
spills will have on the water itself. Countless marine lives as clean-up. 
well as various species of birds have died as a result of swal- Norwegian and Danish environmental experts have flown 
lowing contaminated water. Not only does the water contain to the Gulf to propose efficient solutions for clean-up, al
a poisonous quality, but in some areas it is almost as thick as though to date these ideas have not been fully reported. Sau
mud, causing the animals to choke and drown. di Arabia declared the spill a national environmental emer-

ln addition to the marine life, contagion affects the fish gency and marshaled an international effort to disallow dam
and seafood as a human resource. It is estimated that more age to coastal industrial facilities. 
than half of all seafood caught in the Gulf is unfit to eat, Such environmental experts as the U.S.Coast Guard, the 
therefore the livelihood of fisherman has been devastated. Environmental Protection Agency, and the National Oceanic 

Perhaps the primary concern with the tainted water is a and Atmospheric Coalition have jomed forces in the Gulf to 
diminsihed drinking water supply for troops, as weiJ as civil- direct control and dean-up. 
ians. The oil destroyed many of the desalination plants that The fires and oil spills thus far may only preface the envi-
provide 60% of Saudi Arabia's drinking water. ronmental hazards yet to come from the war in the Gulf. The 

The oil spill is not the only ecological disruption in the only consolation may be the proof of power in numbers as far 
Middle East. Prior to the spill, during the week of January as the international concern toward ecologtcal awareness. 
17th, several Kuwaiti oil wells and storage tanks were set on Even stronger than the awareness might perhaps be the ex
fire. Saudi and U.S. officials believe that this attack was also ecution of ideas and solutions: for once not a matter of •AJI 
carried out by Iraq. By doing so, lraq would produce a thick Talk-No Action." 
smoke screen that would not only cause respiration problems 
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For those interested in 
further information or 

becoming draft 
counselors please contact 

Taylor Gilbert, Pitzer 
CoUeg~J210,x6959 

I s 
What was once proposed as a "two week surgical air stnkc" has entered its fifth week of extensive air 

comb;;~t Recent predictions ~gcst that il formal ground as!>ault will not commence unul the last wed. 
of February. Plans have changed. 

A good percentage of the soldiers alreiidy in the Gulf arc welltnto their seventh month of active du
ty tn a extreme climate that is not only physically t;u:ing but also mentally cxactmg as well. Some mili 
tary experts insist that as time wears on those soldiers will need to be rotated with fresh Reservists sllll 
in the States As our reservist pool is depleted the need arises for well trained civilians to take their 
place. However hypothetical this sounds, as the war progresses the "possobiloty" of a draft develops in
to a "likehhood" and then reality. The War in the Gulf is by no means comparable to Vietnam and nei
ther is our current draft policy Unlike the draft during the Vietnam Era there are no student defer
ments. The process by which one receives the status of Conscientious ObJectOr has become oncreas-

e 
ingly stnngent. For those college males not wanting to enlist it is time to start thinking about your op
tions and educating yourself as to what options still eXIst. 

How 'IJIOUI..O A DRAFT COME ABOUT? 

At a date they deem appropriate, Congress wtll propose a resolution to reinstate the draft. A simple 
majority ( an approval rate of 51 'lb) is all that is necessary to instruct the Selecttve Service Board to be
gin the lottery process The Selective Service Board has o nly 14 days from the time Congress has ap
proved the resolution to begin the draft process. More than likely they will be prepared to begin the 
lottery qwckly, not to mention encouraged to do so by an administration eager to harness public dis
sension. 

Random Sequence Numbers will be iiSSigned to prioritize the birthdates or those males bemg draft
ed Young men tutni~ 20 in the current alendar yc<tr will be called first. The fol lowing day after the 

first pool has been established, mailgrarns will be sent to thoc...c: registrants assigned low draft numbers 
Draftees have 10 days from the day the mailgram is sent to etther report fo r active mihtary duty or file 
for deferments and exemptions. 

The entire process from the time Congress acts until the first group of men begins physical exami
nations and then basic tratmng takes at the most 24 days and at the least 13. 

oa 
W HAT DEFERMENTS S"Tlll EXISTI 

Excmphons range from being somewhat Vilgue (e.g . medical & hardship) to the very spcciftc, even 
discriminatory (e .g . homosexuality minister or ministerial student [only student deferment] conscien
tious objector and surviving son status· if your mother, father,brother, or sister has been killed as are
sult of military service you qualify for the latter). There are vanous other less widely used deferments 
and exemptions.. 

Out of every five people drafted only one person actually serves an active combatant position. On 
;;~vcrage two and a. half of those five people fail the physical cxammatio n while the others receive de
ferments or qualify for exemptions. 

W HAT ARE TliE RUUS REGARDING CoNSaemOUS OlljECfOR STAn.JS? 

In all actuahty there are no formal regulations regarding qualifications for CO status. There is a 2 
yar obligation of dvil service which must be completed a.t horne if not finished in wartime duty. Your 
status as a CO is wholly dependent upon your sincerity. 

Everyone seeking a deferment must be interviewed by the draft board. However, the mtcrview pro
cess is brief (20 minutes) and the1r 1s lirtle patience for middle-of-the-road individuals who have not 
prcpMCd a good case. At the time of your interview you can have up to 3 w1tnesses and I legal or draft 
counsel. 
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The best w.ay to lnc::reasc your odds of receiving CO stiltus is to begin constructing il case arty. Most importilntly know 
your beliefs: Are you opposed to war in any form1 Is your concern based on religious, moral, or ethial beliefs1 Are you 
SlNCERE1 

Constructing a CO file to support your answers to these questions is essential. In this file have a det<tiled written explana
tion as to why you became: ;;~ conscientious objector, note books, movies, tCiiChers or other things which influenced your 
decision, describe ways in which you have tried to help others, changes in your li festyle which have occurred as a result of 
your decision <tnd finally list what ways you have worlced for peace. Also include lette rs of support from your parents, im-

portant rel igious figures in your life and even contemporaries who don't ;;~gree with your position but acknowledge your sin
cerity. Other factors like religious affiliation, membership in peace organiZiltions, <tnd activism in protests with photographs 
arc also helpful. 

During your interview Draft Board members are not allowed to ask you hypothetical questions (i.e . What would you do 
if there w.as a Hitler-like figure involvccb or What if your horne or city were bombecb). A rejection in either written or ver
bal form annot be st<tn<brd.. Compare with friends who may have also been turned down under the same blanket response. 
If there is a trend evident you have a basis for appeal in a judicial setting. 

The most important elements in your case are PREPAREDNESS and SJNCEUTY. 

WHAT ARE TilE 89JEFTTS OF E.NLJSTMFNn 

Presently the benefits one receives by enlisting arc extensive. If the present system were to rem<tin during a draft era, for 

those healthy people with no moral objection to serving a combatant position, enlistment is certainly a more prosperous 
o ption. Like Conscientious Objection, enlistment is a critical process; not eve ryone who applies will be accepted 

Ever since the Nixon administration created a completely volunteer anny, militaJ)' officials have prided themselves on 
the quality of American soldiers. Although during a draft era enlistment would remain an option, it is important that those 
prople pursuing such an option understand it as a commitment to employment. 

Probably the most alluring benefit to enlistment personnel is the money. For those who choose to pursue a college career 
after their term of duty is completed, the anny will provide as much as $25,200 in scholarship moncy. lf you are alrei~dy en
rolled in or have gradiuted from college with the burden of Federally Insured Student Loans the government will pay off up 
to $55,000 over a three yeiir period. Depending upon the job you have enlisted for upon the completion of your specified 
training you can receive up to $8000 in bonuses not to mention accelerated promotions if you have college credit. As for 
the intangible benefits leiidcrship skills, maturity, ability to worlc as il team and an elevated level of responsibil ity arc only a 
few. 

WHAT ARE lliE PENALTIES FOR "DRAFT DODCINc-1 

On paper the punishments for draft offenses are severe, ranging from 0-5 yars in jail and $0-$250,000 in fines. Howev
e r, once the bureaucratic system of a draft is set in motion, the actual number of people serving jail terms should be mini
mal. During the Vietnam Era there were 209,517 men formally accused of draft offenses approximately 360,000 more were 
investigated but never formally charged. The system quicldy became overloaded, so few cases were actually ever tried and 
even fewer convicted. Out of those 209,517 accused only 25,000 were indicted and only 8,750 were ac tually convicted. 

Fewer than 4,000 served time in jail. 
Although the present situation is far different than Vietnam, one would assume given the present level o f public dissen

sion that a simtlar overload might occur. 

WHAT ABOUT WOMEN AND TilE DRAFTI 

In 1980 the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a draft law that did not include women; however, the court did not say that 
Congress must exclude women from the draft. For this reason it is advisable to those women who would seck the defer
ments listed above to also know their conscience and keep a CO file . 

•••••• 
Whether your dodsion is to take advantage of benefits which accompany enltstrncnt, to file for a deferment or exemp

tion or to "dodge the draft." it is important that you are informed of your options. The process of reinstating the draft is a 
quick one. In most ascs by the time you receive your draft notice you will have only 8 days in which to report for active 
military duty or file for deferments or exemptions. 

It is entirely feasible that this administration will do everything in its power to avoid resorting to a draft during this war. 
However, every male dtizen between the ages of 18 to 26 remains draftable in the event of anothe r military conflict . 
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CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE 
... EAST 

Although the war may seem f ar away and 
uncomprehendable for most, there are some 

students for whom it's very close to home. 

Students arrived back. on campus with the War in the Gulf 
still very fresh in their minds. While at home, many 
spent those first days engrossed in CNN's intense cover

age. But within a few days classes began, students returned to 
campus and tried a new semester. Although many would no 
longer be able to constantly tune into CNN, the War was not 
off their mmds. 

Dunng the first week of class many professors began class 
by discussing the war. The students were either vocal or 
s1lent, but there was no doubt that their emotions were 
stirred. However, there was rarely enough time for students to 
vent these growing feehngs 

Other reactions to the War are showing up outside the 
classroom. Dr Brady, Baxter Medical Center physician, re
ports that he has been treating numerous students for vomit
mg, insomnia, and stress. 

Although the war- the •first war" for many- may seem far 
away and uncomprehendable for most, there are some stu
dents for whom it's very dose to home. They have family and 
friends living in the Gulf region. 

Josb Rombtrg, a Pomona jllnior, bas tbm first cowsins wbo art C1U'

rmtly saving in tbt lsratli amy, and a grandmother ltoi~t~ in tbt Old 
City of }erwsaltm. losb bas CO'Iflmittcd bimstlf to oolllnlttr i1t tbt lsratli 
amy if l"t oppcrtW!ity arists. 

Graet Gilbtrt, a Pitzer SD!Wr, bas stutral frimds, fafflily and adopttd 
family i11 ltrusalrm. T d Aoiv a~~d tht Hortbtnt parts of lsratl A 111tmbtr of 
her adopttd family is a stcond fitlliOiant in tbt lsratli army. 

Carlos Mvnoz. a Pitztr s01ior as wdl has lived in Ah Dhabi, tbt cap
ital of Tbt U11ittd Arab Emiratt. S01Lthtasts of Kwait, for dtmt years. 
His mol~tr and fatbtr rtmain irt tht captial dty. 

Josh's story is perhaps the most unusual. Almost five years 
ago he made a commitment to himself and "his homeland.· 

Eventually lsr.~el will become his homeland when Josh will in
herit his grandmother's apartment. Josh's commitment to ls
r.~el reached a new level when the tensions in the Gulf in
creased last fall. 

Although Josh •unequivocally stands behind• the United 
States led initiative, he IS "not really willing to lay down his 
life at this pomt." However, he vowed, "I will fight, it's just 
under a different pretext. I would fight for lsr.~el and not 
America." Josh has been hopmg the cnsis would not escalate 
to a point at which lsr.~eli national security would be directly 
threatened, resulting in a need for volunteer soldiers. 

Josh further explained his commitment to Israel, "' would 
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BY KRISTIN KASPER 
never commit myself to a person, or anything like that, but I 
deem this an ideal, and the only ideal that I would actually 
feel willing to die for, if it ever came to that. • Josh sees a real 
problem with his readiness to fight for Israel. He has had no 
formal training and doesn't know enough Hebrew to commu
nicate well. "' know I wouldn't be the only one in that posi
tion, and 1 was just figuri ng there would be an English battal
ion or if worse came to worse, they need somebody to peel 
potatoes, well, fd peel the best goddamn potatoes you've ever 
seen!" 

"I think I'm actually really going to have to judge the ques
ti on of need, and whether they need me immediately , 
whether they can hold off, whether they need me at all, 
whether they want me, that kind of thing,• he furthered ex
plained. Josh is not in a position to make a r.~sh decision, as 
he felt he might have been earlier in the war. "I will really 
weigh it out, but when push comes to shove, I'm sure I would 
still go, if need be ... I would never be able to live with myself 
if I didn't go: 

Grace has spent a lot of time in Israel with her family and 
friends. She has lived there for three years, two of them 

on a Kibbutz with her family. She has been back to visit for 
three summers and winters. The time she's experienced there 
has allowed her to understand the events of the war within 
their contexts. Bombings and terrorist attacks are all "par for 
the course," explains Grace. 

Having lived in Israel and experienced past military threats, 
Grace explains, "it's not that bad, it's hard to say how could it 
not be that bad, M you get used to it. I've been walking in 
the streets, and all of a sudden, woosh. It's the worst because 
you hear this, whistle noise and you know what it is .. . and 
you have to run and hide. So, when you're living in those con
ditions all the time, it almost seems normal." 

Watching the CNN reports have made Grace feel helpless. 
"' mean I can go out and protest or whatever, but there's noth
ing I can do to help my friends or family there: At the same 
time, Grace says it doesn't bother her too much to watch the 
lsr.~eli people putting on their gas masks, especially after talk
ing to her family. She described what has become for them a 
good humored daily event. "They are sitting there with their 
gas masks on and they say it's almost funny. They go into the 
bomb shelter and ... they're looking at each other and they 
start laughing, because your brother looks so stupid in a gas 
mask and you can't talk and it just gets to be this big joke; that 

See CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE, p . 37 

FORUM ON THE WAR 
Students gather to discuss implications of the Gulf War 

As the U.S.-Ied coalition of armed forces continued to 
pwnmel Iraq and Kuwait with an unrelendess bomb
ing attack on Friday, Pitzer College students gathered 

together in Avery Auditorium to discuss their feelings about 
the war. The forum was an open disaJssion sponsored by 
the Student Senate which featured a panel of students con
sisting of Seth Leibsohn, Tunde Whitten , Alexander 
Sprague, Cathy Feingold , Chris Smith, Taylor Gilbert, 
Waleed AI-Saif (a Kuwaiti) and Maria McDowell with Paul 
Ranslow as moderator. 

The discussion opened with Chris Smith who spoke on 
the disproportionate number of minorities in the military. 
Smith, who has conducted an opinions survey amongst mi
nority high school students in Los Angeles said that most 
students think that the U.S. •will kick. butt and go home." 
He added that such a pro-war opinion changes once they re
alize that minorities make up thirty-six percent of the mili
tary. "Thirty-six percent is close to fifty percent of our com
munity," stated Smith. 

Smith went on to state that minorities were specifically 
targeted by the military, and that "the only remedy to the 
problem will be equal opportunity_. 

Speaking from the Kuwaiti perspective, Waleed AI-Saif, 
said he hasn't heard from his family since Aug. 2. Justifying 
his cause, AI-Saif said, "l find it extremely difficult to believe 
that an Arab country, Iraq, invades another Ar.~b country, 
Kuwait, to free another country, Palestine, all for the sake of 
Arab unity: AI-Saif later displayed documents proving his 
country's right to exist. 

AI-Saif, stated that economic sanctions would not be ef
fective against Iraq as it is an agrirultural society, lr.~q has its 
own oil, and Iran and Jordan have been smuggling goods in
to Iraq. The West would only starve the civilians. "For these 
reasons, we do not think economic sanctions should contin
ue,• said AI-Sail. 

Lucian Marquis quoted former Secretary of Defense, 

BY TOM MILLS 

Robert McNamara by saying, •Rather one year of sanctions 
than one month of war: 

Seth,Leibsohn offered an Israeli perspective by stating that 
·the mor.~l responsib ility (for the war) will be on our heads ... " 
but a lack of action will be worse. "'srael gives to the U .S. 
what it gets from the U.S. ," said Leibsohn, citing free use of 
the Haifa base as well as a major U.S .. arms depot in the ls
r.~eli desert. 

Panelist, Alexander Sprague said, •1 think the 'peaceful' 
demonstrations are hypocritical,• explaining that he believes 
Americans should not protest a country that gives them the 
right to speak. The statement was contested by Suzanna 
Friedman who said she resented the implication that if one is 
against the war then one is unpatriotic . 

Demands were brought by Cathy Feingold from the 
Coalition for Peace and Justice at Home and Abroad de
nouncing U.S. action in the Gulf and calling for a cease-fire. 
Feingold went on to announce a national student strike to be 
held on February 2 1, 1991. 

Panelist, Tunde Whitten, having just returned from Wash
ington, D.C. spoke on the role of the press. 

"I feel the press, while they are being censored, share some 
of the responsibility of giving a license to the President and a 
small group to make such decisions,· said Whitten. He later 
said that the press had an "affinity" with the President, and 
they didn't question Congress' lack of action. 

"My opinion hasn't changed since we went in, but what 
has changed is that I don't know what to do," stated Maria 
McDowell, representing the college student's role. 

The forum ended with Taylor Gilbert speaking about the 
draft. "'t is easier to get out of the draft (deferments, exemp
tions) ... than to avoid registration," said Gilbert. 

frnphasizjng the air of uncertainty, Lucian Marquis said, 
"The oil slick is a metaphor for the war: it's spreading, we 
don't know where it is going, it will sink to the ground and it 
will come up again: 
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F
utun~ historians will recognize 
that George Bush is personally 
responsible for the war in the 

Gulf. Saddam Hussein provided the 
provocation by annexing Kuwait 
but it was George Bush who chose 
war as the preferred response. Sad
dam Hussein's power could have 
been rest ra ined through patient 
peaceful measures (such as sincere 
diplomacy and an enduring embar
go on military imports), but George 
Bush sent 400,000 men and women 
into the desert as speedily as he 
could in order to be in a position to 
make war. George Bush, not Sad
dam Hussein, gave the order to at
tack on JanuaJ)' 16. 

The President's bellicose reactions 
and language since early August are 
the more surprising because the 
U nited States bears such a heavy 
share of responsib ility in the first 
place for Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 
We encouraged that invasion in late 
July when we gave a green light to 
Saddam Husscin to settle his differ
ences with Kuwait in his own way. 

George Bush cannot escape his re
sponsibility for starting the war by 
pointing to UN Security Council or 
Congressional resolutions. These 
resolutions, extracted by heavy arm 
twisting, bribery, and as yet unspec
ified policy commitments for the fu
ture, d id not mandate war. They 
only gave grudging permission to 
George Bush to go to war, if he so 
chose. The majority of the mem
bers o f th e UN Secu.rity Council 
would have preferred more peaceful 
means of dealing with the Gulf Cri
sis . Simila rly, a deeply divided 
Congress in mid-January only gave 
the President permission, not a man
da t e to take t h e nation to war. 
Moreover, the Congress would have 
opposed war if there had been a se
cret vote or if more legislators had 
had the political courage to vote 
their conscience. 

In my view, future historians will 
conclude t hat George Bush made 
the decision to go to war in early 
August, not in late October or sub
sequently. The decision was taken 
in secrecy within five or six days, a 

= 
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Werner 
period far too short to consider the 
long-range consequences of such a 
large military operation. It was tak
en aher consultations with Margaret 
Thatcher and five or six political ap
pointees in the National Security es
tablishment, without consultation of 
career officials m the State Depart
ment specializing in Middle East. It 
was a policy of making non-nego
tiable demands in language designed 
to make it virtually impossible for 
the Iraqi dictator to withdraw. It 
was a policy that almost inevitably 
would lead to war. It was a policy 
designed by six men in six days. 

Why this assertion that George 
Bush acted in such a way as to make 
war likely or inevitable? Here is the 
evidence: 

I .The demand for •unconditional 
withdrawal• which translates into 
unconditional surrender by an Arab 
nation to the hated Western super
power and its all ies. The supple
mental formula •no rewards for ag
gression· and •no linkage• were de
signed to forestall successful diplo
matic negotiations. Diplomacy 
means give-and-take. George Bush 
did not want cLplomacy, but war or 
unconditional surrender. 

2.The President's personalization 
of the conflict, calling the previous 
month's ally •another Adolf Hitler,• 
repeating endlessly the term · naked 
aggression·, his ceaselessly rubbing 
Saddam Hussein's nose in the dirt 
just to make sure that the Iraqi dic
tator would not compromise or give 
in , all these Presidential actions 
were inconsistent with a genuine de
sire for a peaceful solution. 

3.The introduction of the first 
200,000 U.S. troops into Saudi Ara
bia . That many troops were not 
needed for defense. A symbolic line 
of defense on the model of Berlin 
would have been sulfident. Instead, 
the hundreds of thousands of troops 
in Arabia almost certainly were in
tended, since August, as the spear
head of an offensive force intended 
to attack Iraq. 

4.The continuing U .S. sabotage 
of diplomatic efforts of third parties 
and the total absence of an Ameri-

z 

Warmbrunn 
can diplomatic effort, except for the 
Geneva theatre (·communicate, not 
negotiate•) staged (successfully) to 
secure the approval of Congress. 

These actions, taken together, 
confirm the view that, since August, 
George Bush has done everything in 
his power to make a peaceful solu
tion, short of unconditional surren· 
der, impossible. It is of course - just 
barely - conceivable that the Presi
dent's actions were meant to bring 
Saddam Hussein around by insults 
and threats, but we find it almost 
unbelievable that George Bush was 
so badly advised that he thought he 
could force Saddam Hussein into 
compliance by rubbing his nose in 
the dirt month aher month. Instead 
it appears that George Bush's deep 
inner psychological compulsions, 
his 1930's mental inheritance and 
his military mind set, his commit
ment to maintain a continuous flow 
of cheap oil and other economic 
and political factors induced him to 
steer the nation toward war and the 
destruction of Saddam Hussein's 
regime rather than toward a peace
ful solution. Otherwise the admin
istration would not have considered 
an overnight Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait •a nightmare scenario: 

There remains in the mind of this 
writer the shadow of a doubt 
whether George Bush deliberately 
set out in August to lead the country 
to war or whether he · merely• en
gaged, for cognitive and subcon
scious psychological reasons, in 
polic ies which were bound to lead 
to war. I would like to give the 
President the benefit of my doubt, 
but it becomes difficult to take the 
more benign view when the Febru
ary 1st issue of The Los Angeles 
Times shows a picture of the Presi
dent praying for peace as part of an 
article reporting that he refuses to 
consider a cease-fire . In view of 
these contradictions, it is more logi
cal to co nclude that the President 
planned for war since August while 
for public consumption professing a 
desire for peace. We believe this 
without giving too much credence 
to Saudi opinions conveyed in that 

Professor 
same February I issue of The Times, 
· that the Americans [in )uly 1 had en
couraged Iraq to invade Kuwait in 
order to be called into the Gulf and 
to establish a permanent military 
presence there: 

Future histori a ns will credit 
George Bush with unpreced ented 
skill in developing an Orwellian 
rhetoric which shaped the terms of 
the debate and prevented a compro
mise peaceful solution. The slogan 
•no rewards for aggression• was a 
code word designed to render third
party negotiations fruitless because 
we were unwilling to offer a 4wid ,,o 
4110 . The term •unconditional" was 
designed to make it impossible for 
an Anb dictator to bow to the West 
without losing his honor, his office 
and h is life. The phrase •military 
option; fraudulently presented as an 
attempt to preserve peace, was a 
code term designed to cover mili
tary preparations for a January war. 
It was clear from the beginning that 
the presence of nearly haJf a million 
men in the desert without a rotation 
policy made it mandatory to go to 
war in early 1991. The code phrase 
~uberation of Kuwait• was intended 
to obscure the start of the U.S. at
tack on Iraq. In truth, Kuwait City 
will be largely destroyed in the 
course o f military operations. 
Shades of Vietnam again, a city to 
be destroyed in order to be liberat-

Of 
ed. This Orwellian manipulation of 
language, continued in war bnefings 
in the Gulf and in Washington, in 
essence is every bit as malidous and 
misJeading as the deceptions prac
ticed by the U.S. government in the 
Vietnam war. 

Future historians will also credit 
George Bush with unprecedented 
skill in manipulating the U.N. Secu
rity Council and the U .S. Congress 
into acquiescence and support o f 
the U.S. war against Iraq . He in
duced U .S. client states such as Sau
di Anbia, Egypt, the United King
dom and even France to send con
tingents to assist the Americans with 
their war in the desert. The urgings 
of the only remaining superpower 
has indeed proven effective. It is to 
be feared that this success will rein
force the •Arrogance of Power of 
the U .S. National Security estab
lishment and that it will truly make 
Amenca the policeperson of the 
world once again. 

In conclusion, those of us who 
want peace should advocate an early 
end to the war and the start of dis
cussions, at all levels of society and 
government, plans for a peaceful 
Middle East built on social justice, a 
Middle East in wh ich Moslems, 
Christians and Jews can live togeth
er in harmony. Such a plan would 
involve economic development, 
more equal distribution of the good 

History 
things of life within each country, 
and the establishment of democratic 
governments in the region. Such 
plans would have to deal with the 
political and social struct:ures of the 
Middle Eastern states and they 
would have to promise opportuni
ties for a decent life to Palestinians 
and other Anbs as well as security 
to the Israelis. They would have to 
go far beyond George Bush's nar
rowminded concept of a •New Or
der· based on American milit ary 
power, to include concepts of soda) 
justice. 

Only if a profound political, so
cial and economic reconstruction 
and development of the M iddle East 
come about as a result o f this war, 
will the present killing and destruc
t ion be given a constructive mean
ing in history. Only if such a devel
opment will come about will h istory 
find some degree of justification for 
the war George Bush init iated on 
JanuaJ)' 16, 199t.• 

•Readers are referred to a superb 
art1cle •ts This Any Way to Wage 
Peace~ in the Los Angeles T imes of 
January 31 by Harvard Professors 
J ohn E. Mack and Jeffrey Rubin 
which presents many of the same ar
guments as this piece. Copies of the 
Mack-Rubin article may be secured 
from the author (Scott 2 1 7). 

TAKING STEPS TOWARD A PEACEFUL SOLUTION 

Now !hat Gmr~t Basb Eras bis roar, m4ol itt bis §forts by lis lPOdby '"""ltrPaTt Sadda. Htusti1t, 10bat Call pcart-triilllltd A.lniccm.r dD be tht f44t 4 
tbt U.S ~Wmflfmf prop4!Jartd411admst. col14borati,.g lffCJi4. tm4 tbc pndictabft AIIUriOOl rtactio11 of ra~ to tht flA§ ;, tht spirit of".y anmtry

ri§bt or 'IDf'~l· ffm art d jt111 Stl;#jmicms: 

t .To remind policy makers Jn Washington cont1nurusly through phone calls, letters, and through d ignified demonS'tr'atTons 
that this countiy remain deeply divided and uneasy about this war despite current Public Opinion polls. We need:to re· 
mind the PresidOlt and his aides that we care for U _S_ troops tn the Gulf and of our hopes that they will return alive and in 
good beaftll, and that we consider this war immoral. unn~ry and unjust, and that we therefore urge an early end to 
the war. 

l .Commend the administration for itS effort {as daimed) to minimiz~ Anb dvilian casualties and urge it to mntinue these 
pol ides. Wltil the end of the war. 

3.To urge the media to gather infOrmation and pictures with regard to American and Iraqi casualties. The careful news man
agemern_designed to ~,pport administration war policy, has kept from us so far from receiving mf~rmation on the· suffering 
of Amencans and Iraq• s caused by the war. The American people must be confronted with the concrete results of the 
polides of their leaders .. As of '_his writing ( 11l&'91) the mass bombing of fraq during the past ten days must have pro
duced thousands of lnqt casuah1es, but both U.S. <1nd Iraqi authorities, each for their own reasons, are withholding the 
true picture of suffering and death from us. _ W tmtr W d1l!~Jmt~m 
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UDoes the New 
World Order, 

T E 
WO~LD 

d 

entail the 
destruction of 

dipl01TUJ,tic 
means and the 

assertion of 
militaristic 

action to impose 
global 

consensus?,, inkage &; 
THEU.S. led coalition has begun operations against "military 

targets" in Iraq with thousands of sorties a day. The mili

tary operations are legitimized by U.N. resolutions, and global support. President Bush has taken the lead in pledging to liber

ate Kuwait from its aggressive neighbor, and to contirue his quest for a "New World Order". Does the "New World Order en

BY BRIAN STURDIVANT 
tail the destruction of diplomatic means and the assertion of militaristic action to im

pose global consensus? Diplomatic channels have been severed between the U.S. and 

Iraq since September when the issue of "linkage" was brought to the bargaining table. As the U.N. deadline of January 15 drew 

closer, peace initiatives from dozens of countries around the world were tabled. However, •unkage" could not be discussed, 

and the ego's of President Bush and Saddam Hussein were too inflexible to defuse the ensuing crisis. 

I am not addressing the Neo-lmpaial 
issue of access to oil, or questioning the 
use of military force to squelch regional 
threats (however, these are both critical 
issues). I am addressing the the need to 
realize that following the conclusion of 
this war, U.S. troops are going to re
main committed in the region, and the 
issue of "linkage" will inevitably be 
raised again. The critical difference in 
addressing the issue of "linkage" follow
ing the war, is that the United States 
will become a d irect variable, en
trenched in the issue itself. 

Many will claim along with our Presi
dent and State Department that "link
ing" the invasion of Kuwait with the 
Palestinian question would legitimize, or 
even reward Saddam Hussein's invasion 
of Kuwait. Therefore, the United States 
must flex its military muscle to defend 
the Emir and his Monarchy, as well as 
Saudi Arabia . Another critical aspect is 
the need to maintain a balance of power 
in the region. Had the U.S. conceded to 
the "unkage" proposal, Saddam Hussein 
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could have become the dominant leader 
of the Arab world. The fact that Syrian 
President Assad and Egyptian President 
Mubarak have both joined the U.S. led 
coalition, symbolizes the severity of the 
risk that Hussein pose.s to the region's 
balance of power. 

The initial "Desert Shield" operation 
may have been necessary to keep Hus
sein in check; however, the closing of 
diplomatic initiatives, due to the fears of 
"linkage• left the United States and its 
coalition partners with no alternative 
but military action. Therefore, •Desert 
Shield" turned into "Desert Storm." The 
break down of diplomatic efforts has led 
the United States into a position that 
will do nothing to increase its influence, 
or long term interests in the region. 

Recently, the United States has em
barked on a number of military actions. 
Operation •Just Cause" in Panama, was a 
relatively quick operation; however, 
U.S. forces are still required to prop up 
the democratic government we helped 
to establish. With thousands of U.S. 

forces still committed in Panama, the 
U.S. has now committed hundreds of 
thousands of troops to the Persian Gulf. 
The deployment of these forces to de
fend Saudi Arabia in "Desert Shield" 
may not have been avoidable. The mo
bilization of these forces in operation 
"Desert Storm" may have the effect of 
decreasing the military potential of Iraq 
in the future, and may be effective in re
moving Saddam Hussein from power, 
but at what cost to the United States? 
Following the military confrontation, 
the U .S. may well be faced with the 
same issues of regional unrest and insta
bility that President Bush refused to ad
dress. However, the United States is 
now entrenched in the turmoil, and can
not benefit from a removed, or impartial 
position. The issue of "linkage• will un
doubtedly come to the surface again, 
following the deaths of American ser
vice men and women. 

The inflexibility of President Bush 
and Saddam Hussein has led to a mili
tary confrontation that has has drawn in 

Please see LINKAGE, page 28 

fiGHTING ONE, IGNORING THE OTHER 

BY PtmR JuosoN 

PROFESSOR OF HISTORY 

My emotional response to this war: For nine years now I have fought in an ongoing war, a 
war that has claimed the lives of both civilians and soldiers. The casualties are heavy. 
Imagine witnessing the death of your College advisor, a man of only 46 years. Imagine 

four of your friends from your running team dying. One week you are competing with them, the 
next week they are dead. Many of them barely made it to the age of 30. Some of them did not 
even see 21 . Imagine waking up every day of your life on a battlefield, in a trench, and routinely 
fadng the question, is it going to be my tum today? My war has made combatants of my friends 
and me. Each of us half expects to be the next casualty. We fight this war using whatever tactical 
strategies and "high-tech" weapons we can get. This global war is called AIDS, and as far as I am 
concerned, it is World War III. 

Most ·~~ do not know mt:st'J.\f'abO(~Fmy war'~Qh·.Pfqs that has spe"t~~ore~ime{minimizing its impact and more 
~ffort ~~z~ng its vict~.~;~;:~hfully re~~~ d~;~)<<:n. The p~~1~ cena1~tt guilty of betraying the soldiers 
tn my~tit:fi ts the U.S. wtn~.~~~r. ln fact~]n~~~d~f!:~~ of ca~~~~~,.U.S;Js most certainly losing this war. 
My ~~-'~~.he second hig~t~ of death ~::jll ~~pl in th~,Qffi~§t~!~· Yet, to put it cold-bloodedly, 

m~~JiJfl~: ~~~~i~~:~;~~h:f{i;~;~~~~ :~~~ki\ government is more w~l~ing to 
Eurp. Pe~Jt;,t§ easter for ~~ ~;~n outsLder, :~~t~ figlding tny own war and ·{~Y1Jl.$lmore on my communtttes for 
w![timf sdt!~!tn. ~1ijly &P~5nt, :~·::,~e ~~}h~:·~~fngi~~~f;:enga!fea=:i;~J~y :~~: and government these 
eca~~=~~~~: 0~·:;~~~f==::~d ~.$0tf'llledu$;;utf~War;\.~ause I, like many other 

What I think about the so-called *Gulf-War": 
My government won't necessarily win that war either. After all, could we call it a victory if the former government of 

Kuwait were restored at the cost of any lives? My government is wmning one contest, however, and that is the battle over 
discrurse- over how most Americans conceive of the war and how they talk about it. A large majority of Americans, howev
erunenthusiastically, agrees that present U.S. government policy i.s the only possible option which we can pursue. Why? The 
very language and reasoning used to discuss this war don't allow for a consideration of all the possible options at our disposal 
for dealing with international crises. Some examples of this linguistic terrorism follow: 

1. "This war is not about oil; it is about saving the 'democracy' that was Kuwait." While many Americans may not actually 
believe this statement, it is a convenient argument to slip into because it portrays the purpose of the war as a moral one rather 
than a political one. Political goals must be debated; they change as circumstances change. They imply disunity among con
flicting interest groups. Moral goals in America culture, however, may not serve as objects of ongoing discussion, re-evalua
tion or dissent. Yet where is the moral authority of a country which ignores AIDS? And how widely has our government, 
suddenly so solicitous of human rights victims in Iraq, raised t.he human rights abuses of our allies? 

2. "Sanctions don't work." How do we know? Sanctions never work immediately, and of course they can be partially dr
cumvented. Yet they might bring devastating effects in the long run. The U.S. government has seemed intent all along on 
achieving immediate gratification. If sanctions don't work, then why haven't we gone to war over South Africa, or for that 
matter, China? Is the re-establishment of Kuwait's government that much more crucial to us in the global order of things? I 
answer "yes" only if we admit that maintaining our supply of oil, a political and not a moral concern, is what motivates the war. 

3. "Our use of high-tech precision bombing means that we can actually engage in warfare without killing substantial num
bers of dvilians." Military briefings show video screens with game-like grids and arrows, but we rarely see dead bodies. When 
we do see pictures of destruction in Iraq we are reminded, quite properly, that the film has passed Iraqi censors. This allows 
people to deny the most important reality about the war, which is that people, dvilians, and children, are certainly suffering 
and dying. 

4. When American men and women are killed they are not dignified with the tragic recognition which should accompany 
their memory. They are fleetingly referred to as the "KlA's." Televtsion crews mercilessly invade the privacy of KIA and 
POW families back home to fuel our indignation against the "enemy,• but we rarely see or hear about corpses, the true reality 
ofwar. ~ 

5. It is a measure of how little people understand what war actually involves than CNN (civilian) interviewees this weekend 
enthusiastically referred to the war as "kicking butt." Have these people seen Tel AviV recently? Or Baghdad] Whose butts 

See A.I.D.S., page 28 
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ONTINUATIONS ••• 
LINKAGE 

from page 26 
dozens of nations from around the 
world. The coalition forces include ex
colonial powers of that region. There 
presence will undoubtedly raise the 
memories of mandates and decoloniza
tion. 

The complexity of the Middle Eastern 
conllicts stem from the decolonization 
period; in fact the basis of Iraq's claims 
to Kuwait were seen as early as 1961 
when British troops first repelled an 
Iraqi attack. The issues involved in the 
•tinkage• question will re-introduce 

A.I.D.S. 
from page 27 

are being !tided? 
In fact, a majority of Americans right 

now believes that the press does not 
support the war effort strongly enough , 
and that the minimal press reports of 
dissent or the probing questions offered 
at military briefings (over issues like ca
sualties of so called •friendly fire; an
other linguistic monstrosity), is some
how unfair, demoralizing to the troops, 
or helping Iraq. To those people I 
would like to say, if you think that 
democracy implies only part-time par
tidpation, or that our government rep
resents somehow equaUy the interests of 
aU the people it governs, or that there is 
nothing to be gained by continuing to 
raise disturbing questions, then you 
would probably feel more at home in 
some represstve dictatorship yourself. 
Americans don't really like the discom
fort and ambivalence built into their 
system. Most Americans prefer to imag
ine that the government reflects some 
kind of moral consensus of views among 
equals; they like a problem easily 
solved, ambiguities smoothed over, crit
ical voices (who might be speaking the 
truth) marginilized or denied. 

We don't need less discussion of ei
ther AIDS or the other war, we need a 

many historical debates. The lsraelt 
State has suffered from the aggression of 
Saddam Hussein since the war has start
ed, making the ,inkage• question even 
more difficult to surface. Palestinian na
tionalism has suffered from the recent 
actions of the PLO, and Arafat. Howev
er, regional stability will never be 
reached as long as the question of a na
tional homeland for the Palestinians is 
not addressed, as well as Kurdish rights. 

Following the conclusion of this war, 
U.S. troops will remain m the region, 
and the coalition will undoubtedly sev
er. The United States will find it in
creasingly dtfficult to pursue its interests 
in the region as long as its forces are still 
present. This leaves the United States 
cornered. The largest setback to Ameri-

lot more. The discussion we need is in
formed discussion, discussion based on 
knowledge of our own histories and on 
the histories and social conditions of the 
peoples of the Middle East; discussion 
that doesn't simplify complex issues, and 
which doesn't marginalize or dehuman
ize peoples; discussion which recog
nizes that to go to war implies an accep
tance that its political purpose is some 
how worth the violent deaths of many 

can foreign policy objectives may be the 
success of operation •Desert Storm~. 
The only potential for stability in the re
gion is •tinkage•. Middle East stabiJity is 
important for global interests, regional 
security, and U.S. interests. I hope that 
the use of military force in President 
Bush's •New World Order" will be re
placed by the realization that stability 
w11l only be found through diplomatic 
action not through the imposed de
mands of the United States and other 
Western Powers. The diplomatic 
progress will not be quick, but expedit
ing it may shorten the period U .S . 
troops are required to remain in the re
gion, thus allowing diplomatic initiatives 
the appropriate climate in which to be 
addressed. 

young men and women. In short, 
America needs the kind of debate and 
dissent which college communities 
should be uniquely positioned to spon
sor both inside of and outside of the 
cl~sroom . We should not assume that 
this difficult moral issue was somehow 
solved for us on January 15, 1991 , and 
we should not assume that our voices 
cannot be heard. 

S.P.E. 
silent 

P~rtners 
East 

Ladies Resale 
Fine Clothes on Consignment 

lJL pa'c .. K ~ Uf=' 
372 So. Indian Hill Bhtd. 

Claremont • 624-0696 
(in Pepper Tree Square) 

Open Tues tnruugh Sat at 11 a.m. 
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Burning Bars and Shooting Stars 

As of this writing, twelve U.S. 
Marines have been killed in 
the line of duty in the Per

sian Gulf. As a tribute to them, an 
anonymous person or group of per
sons employed clandestine tactics 
(read: Klan tactics) to set an Ameri
can flag, flying from Mead Dorm, 
ablaze. The Aag, which was Aying 
in honor of the Armed Forces in the 
Persian Gulf, the very people the 
current anti-war activists claim to 
support, was destroyed in the im
mediate wake of the deaths of those 
brave soldiers from Camp Pendel
ton. Those Californians gave their 
lives and a group of anonymous stu
dents have taken away their monu
ment. 

In fighting the Iraqi armed 
forces,these soldiers may not have 
been fighting for democracy, but 
they were fighting on the behalf of 
a democracy-a vibrant democracy, 
situated against a tyrant. They were 
fighting a tyrannous aggressor who, 
unstopped could and would overrun 
much of the Middle East. A tyrant 
who would hang a British journalist, 
an aggressor who would gas 5,000 
of his own people in a single day, 
and a dictator who would kill any 
dissenting Baathist party member 
can not be ignored by a witnessing 
police force when he would invade 
another nation, while simultaneous
ly attempting to import nuclear det
onators. These soldiers were those 
police. 

Certainly, Kuwait was/is not a 
freedom loving democracy to the 
extent that the United States IS . 

However, there are degrees of free
dom and in the Middle East those 
degrees, if they are to expand, must 
be encouraged, supported and de
fended. Kuwait was a nation closer 
to the fundamental understandings 
of equality and freedom than many 
of its surrounding nations and for 
that reason, if possibilities for ex
panding democracy mean anything. 
it is worth defending not only in re-

sponse to a hostile takeover but as a 
response to prevent further 
takeovers. While the sanctity of 
certain of the nations we are de
fending may not be examples of 
freedom and equality, we must re
member the words of Abraham Lin
coln when he said, •stand with any
body that stands right. Stand with 
him while he is right and part with 
him when he is wrong: These sim
ple words describe the nature to 
which a thriving democracy should 
help those nations which show pos
sibilities for more democracy. 

We know from the writings of 

I r -- I 
CTo those who 

would bum some

one elses American 

flag in a time of 

war, we ask of them 

forbearance. n 

Thomas Paine that •tyranny, like 
hell, is not easily overcome." This 
lesson was forgotten in 1939 when 
isolationists cried out against dying 
for Danz ig . Nobody died for 
Danzig, and as a result millions 
died for France and England. The 
Armed Forces are fighting not only 
for Kuwait but also for the safety of 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Israel and 
other nations vulnerable to Iraqi ter
ror. In Book 2 of the Nicbolll4cbtAr~ 
Ethics, Aristotle wrote, • .. .it is harder 
to fight against pleasure than 
against anger .. ." The product of the 
pleasure of doing nothing during 
times of crises, resultant from the 
refusal to act upon the crisis will, ul
timately, prove to be of greater 
anger to dvility. This was the les
son of Danzig and the lesson of 
Munich. 

In defending the Middle East 
from the throes of exported terror
ism, the United States is asserting 
its police powers against a criminal 
and obtaining search and seizure 
authority from the appropriate 
court, i.e. the United Nations, to ar
rest the criminal activity. This is the 
same kind of power Abraham Lin
coln understood when he spoke of 
bearing responsibilities for others 
by fighting the armies of the slave 
owners and in doing so • ... ensuring 
freedom to the free-honorable alike 
in what we give, and what we pre
serve. We shall nobly save, or 
meanly lose, the last best, hope of 
earth: 

To those who would bum some
one else's American flag in a time of 
war, we ask of them forbearance. 
To those twelve soldiers who re
cently fell in battle and to all the 
soldiers who have fallen in the at
tempt to preserve what, for the 
Middle East, may be called the best 
hope of earth or the prevention of 
further terror, we should proudly 
say Stmpa Fi. 
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T A K I N 
I D E 

Manipulation and Coercion: 
Following Old World Liberals into 

the New World Order 

A
large part of American tradition involves our self-pro
claimed role as explorers and conquerers. The rugged 
individualism implicit in the notion of expanding ~

yond the frontier, be it the West or outer space, has been 
Amenca's greatest distinguishing accomplishment, establish
ing for ourselves a unique mythos which has permeated our 
culture through literature, art, and political thought 

Thomas Jefferson was one of the earliest th1nkers to recog
nize that the fulfillment of th1s cultural, social, and polit1cal 
•Mamfest Destiny• involved hypocrisy and paradox. Writmg 
on the issue of slavery, he wrestled with the idea that the ful
fillment of our "God given moral obligation• to expand not 
only as a country, but as a new nation born of an ethnica~ly 
varied out radally heterogeneous ancestry, meant the subJU· 
gation or eradication of other races. By acknowledging th_e 
problematic issue of slavery and expan~ing his ~ltural cn
tique to include the persecution of auve Amencans, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson also addressed the contradictory nature of 
the new American system; heralded as the best Man could 
produce. Thus, the work of these two great _wnters lay bear 
the hypocritical underside of the new Amencan trad1ton of 
liberty and liberalism. _ 

Their doubts can be reduced to one quesuon: Does the 
pursuit of liberalism--and the proliferation o~ ~ovemmental 
systems claiming it as their foundation- le~tu':ate the ~
pansion of our American system, a system h1stoncally domi
nated by wh1te, upper class, male, protestants, and blind_ to Its 
tendency to limit the liberty and economic opportunity of 
disttnct classes and races as well as women? The fact that 
both Jefferson and Emerson are seen by h1story as signiftcant 
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to the founding of American thought, both polttical and ltter-
ary, suggests each would answer yes. _ 

Now we are asked to make a similar declSion. The moral 
issue of Emerson's time was slavery. He faced the contradic
tion between America's imminent rise to a world power based 
on the superior quality of 1ts hberal, humanitarian, ideolo~, 
and the consequences o! such expansion on 1ts human VIC

tims Today we must again take a stance attempting to r~on
ole oppossing positions: Do we support the latest Amencan 
obligation to oversee the conception of the ·new worl~ order" 
or do we demand attentton be directed to those dest1ned to 

be its casualties? 
Unlike Emerson's time, we are sadly in need of eloquent 

and articulate mdiviuals capable of lucidly cutting to the real 
issues But if Daniel Webster were alive today to address our 
condit1on as he was in the time of Emerson, even he might 
experience the frustration faced by the Amercian population 
attempting to understand our acttons and their rational. 
Rather than clarify our goals official language has only obfus
cated the true purpose and intent of our action m the region 
People's reaction to questiOns on the war reflect this phenom
ena . When simply asked to define victory, to paraphrase the 
conditions under wh1ch Amencans will know our goal has 
been accomplished, the majority of Pitzer students asked sim
ply said they no longer knew. [See ~Qu~i_on Ma_n~] 

Bush has altered the governments off1c1al pOSitiOn and ad
justed American policy object1ves so frequently that those 
still interested in establishing an opmion for themselves are 
obstructed from doing so by the tnconsistancy of governmen
tal language. In fact, the amb1gu1ty characteristic of the ad· 

------------------------~~--------------------------
ministration's statements since August is responsible for elimi
nating from debate the moral contradictions of our actions, 
their long term implications, and perhaps the methods by 
which our interests might be pursued peacefully. That these 
issues {pertinent to the reality of war from which we have so 
effectively been sheltered) seem unfamiliar topics is testimony 
to the success of the administration's campaign to portray our 
options as limited to either support or opposition to the 
poicy. As a result of Bush's reduction of the scope of debate, 
one is encouraged to form quite narrow conlus1ons: In sup
porting the war effort, one opposses tyranny and asserts a be
lief in democracy and hwnan rights; in opposing, one is im
mediately labeled an isolationist, naive to the failures of the 
appeasement tactics of World War II. 

But within these narrow parameters, there is no room for 
those whose objections stem from the belief that we should 
expect more form our leaders than to be manipulated and co
erced to follow them blindly. As a reaction to the overwought 
and problematic use of the •Munich• as a symbolic precedent, 
there are those who dte other historical lessons as rational 
for opposing the war. Native Americans in the nineteenth 
century, Asian-Americans during World War II, African
Americans in the sixti~ll were mistakenly represented as 
threats to the perpetuation of the American way of life and a 
peaceful future. Furthermore, misguided ideological manipu
lation attempted to represent these marginalized people as a 

•threat• to the nation's ,aw and order". 
No Mr. Bush, all that are not with you are not against you. 

But your campaign to move the country quickly to war, fa
cilitated by the use of deadlines, pressured diplomacy, and 
political bargaining {note the neglible U .S. response to Gor
bachev, the Baltic problem, and China's dissident trials, all to 
ensure minimal resistance to American military policy) reeks 
of expediency. 

Thus, objecting to the war involves rejecting the manipula
tive, reductive nature of the Bush administration's language, as 
much as it involves an objection to the use of America's self
declared task as serving as vanguard to the •new world order• 
as a rational for victimizing the Iraqi people and sacrificing 
American lives. 

Like Jefferson before him, Emerson recognized the 
hypocrisy inherent in the new American system. He ac
knowledged that the fulfillment of America's inevitable obli
gation to expand entailed the sytematic supression of distinct 
classes and races {Native Americans, Blacks, and sometimes 
women), thus exposing the gulf between the theory serving as 
the foundation of American government, and its reality in 
pract1ce. As we again sit on the threshold of a new era, will 
we acknowledge the hypocrisy inherent in supporting Ameri
can expansion and imperialism in the name of some obscurely 
defined •new world order"? 

MACHIAVELLI THE OTHER SIDE POLL ---------------------------
from page 17 

proved this past friendship, as well as 
the United States' apparent commitment 
to stay out of Iraq's disputes with 
Kuwait. She stated in mid-1990, as I 
quote, "We [the United States] have 
no opinion on the Arab-Arab 
conflicts, like your border 
disagreement with Kuwait." With this 
statement in mind, how do you 
explain the United States reversal of 
policy and decision to engage in 
offensive m1litary combat? In addition, 
how about the United Nations 
resolutions which addressed this issue? 

NM: ... no well-ordered republic 
should ever cancel the cnmes of its 
citizens by their merits; but having 
established rewards for good actions 
and penalties for evil ones, and having 
rewarded a citizen for good conduct 
who afterwards commits a wrong, he 
should be chastised for that w1thout 
regard to his previous merit. { 181) 

In today's inttmational CO?IIIIIUnity - as 
tbt Unittd Statts in}lutnetd Unittd Nalions 

Do YOU HAVE IMMFDIATE FA."-tiLY IN THE GULF (I.E. MOTHERS, 

FATHERS, SISTERS, BROTHERS, AUNTS, UNO£S OR I 5T COUSINS)7 

lvEslrNOl 
~~ 

ARE YOU PRO WAR, AGAINST IT, OR DoN'T KNOW7 

Those With Family in Gulf Those Without g s -g :! 

~~"T ~RO ~~1 
] ll!i 't)ON KNOW § 0 " i &. 

30% 30% 49% 34% 17% ~~Jil 
as tbt inttrnational111onitor- ont could 
substitutt ·atitols-for •nations.ff In this cast, 
this rtsponst validatts tbt Unital Statts and 
Unittd Nations actions. for both fDould bt 
follOUJing A:facbiavtlli's advict in punishing 
Iraq for its wrong doing, rtgardlm of past 
actions. Obviously, 111ost would not 
charactttizt Iraq's involvtllltnt in tbt lran
IratJ roar as a ·good" action. H010nm. in this 
contrxt, Iraq was considtrtd good in 
CJJI!Iparison to Iran. Wbilt this passagt fnmr 
Macbiavtlli 111ig bt bt strttcbing ont's 
imagination. it illustratts an important poir.t 

In tsstnet, as Macbia"Otlli stattS in tbt abovt 
passagt, Pmidtnt Bush is not basing his 
Cllrrtnt dtdsions o" past rtlationsbips with tbt 
Iraqi rrgi111t. If bt bad - and it was 111adt 
public - borrtndous bypocrisits would surfact 
in rtgard to Unital StattS policy in tbt rtgion. 

[Editors Nott: Tbt original conctpt of a 
·111oclt· inttroiw with Niccolo Macbiaotlli 
was publisbtd ;, Business Horizons, 
May-]unt 1990. Tht ttxt ustd for this 
inttrviw was publisbtd by Rando111 Houst, 
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IMAGES 

BY 
JoHN D. 
SULLIVAN 

PROFESSOR OF 

POLITICAL 

STUDIES 

OF THE WAR 

I 
could not seem to get a fix on my perspective, and I 

was very grateful that no one asked me if I were for or 

against the war. I knew I would not be able to give a 

straight f01ward answer, and I also knew that endless dis

cussions of the issues had not really helped me to devel

op a focus on this crisis. 
Yet I felt a need to continue to sort things out and real

ized that I was constantly focusing on a set of images 

about the conflict and finding parallels to those images 

in other things in life. Hence, this short essay represents 

an attempt to identify some images-recurring and 

new-and to see what sense I can make of them. For my 

experience of this conflict so far is one of images, some 

of which seem to form a theme and some which seem to 

fit a different story. 
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My first image, shared with millions, 
is the •video game• dimension of this 
war. Videos of •smar( bombs and mis
siles hitting targets, other smart bombs 
following those smart bombs into par
tially destroyed buildings. There is an 
eerie aspect to all of this, however. The 
videos are of rather poor quality and it 
is often not clear exactly what one is 
seeing nor what kinds of destruction 
have resulted.. 1 expect the future will 
bring great technological changes here 
and that video equipment will be de
signed that will allow us to experience 
the destruction of war more fully by 
broadcasting after the bomb has deto
nated. 

A second image is of U.S. troops be
ing interviewed in the desert. Each 
young person says some brave thmg 
aboot success on the battlefidd and also 
says hello to the folks back home. Be
hind him or her stretches what appears 
to be an endless and ill-defined ex
panse. Some video reports show the 
troops in an eerie light, as if they were 
in a •moonscape,• adding an image of 
unreality to my experience. 

A third image is of military officers 
briefing reporters. Each is dressed in 
starched fatigues, is articulate, precise
both in answering questions and in not 
answering questions-and each brings 
us up to date on what happened in the 
previous eight or so hours of the war. 
This image is significant, as it indicates 
that there is virtually no time lag in this 
war. We seem to get reports from the 
field as they happen. The magic of 
tdevision, satellites, etc. brings war im
ages to us almost as they are happening. 
In all of this, we learn a great deal about 
sorties flown, bombs and missiles di
rected to targets but the result for me is 
another kind of eeriness: 1 have no 
sense of, or feeling for, the impact of all 
of this destructive effort. What is hap
pening on the ground' Are people dy
ing? How many' Are people attempt
ing to leave Iraq? Are people adjusting 
to the thousands of sorties in some per
verse way (as people seem capable of 

I long for 
an image of 
events on 
the ground 
in Iraq, but 
there are 

doing in times of ex
treme adversity}' The 
only answers I per
ceive are the crisp as
surances of the brief
ing officers that all is 
on schedule but these 
assurances do not 

l
n
1
o
1
n
1
e
1 
.••• help in dealing with 

these questions. 

Then another image confronts me 
both on the TV screen and in 
newsprint: Saddam Hussein , calm, 
seemingly serene (certainly described as 
such by the few Westerners who see 
him in person), even smiling some of 
the time. The image jars me because I 
would expect panic, desperation, a 
sense of frenzy to prevail. How do I 
get the two images to mesh? 

At about the end of the second day 
of the war, a new image of myself as 
•tube addict• emerges. I sit in front of 
the TV during the early evening and 
•click• from broadcast to broadcast in 
an effort to get the latest news. But 
there is nothing really new and the in
terviews with people who have loved 
ones in the Gulf become 
too painful. I begin to 
feel numb and to seek di
versions. 

But the launching of 
SCUD missiles sends an
other image crashing to
wards me. How could 
Hussein do this? I 
thought that the launch 
sites were all destroyed.! 
Suddenly a very disturl>
ing thought hits me with 
this image: perhaps 
these ·sortie counts• are 
like the "body counts• of 
the· Vietnam war~sen
tially meaningless. I long 
for an image of events on 
the ground in Iraq, but 
there are none. 

I begin to experience 
more confusion about 
the war and also tend to 
withdraw somewhat from 
reading, discussing, or thinking about 
this conflict. I cannot imagine where it 
will all lead but I have a distinct feeling 
that the United States is headed for a 
ground war in the desert, and that we 
are not ready for the consequences. 

Late last week the ground war seemed 
to begin. Iraqi forces attack a Saudi 
town and the generals and the pundits 
pwnp more images my way. The gen
erals are convinced that this is an act of 
a desperate man, and that it signals ear
ly success for the coalition. Some pun
dits argue that Hussein is not interested 
in military victory but in political suc
cesses and that every day the war goes 
on is a political success for him, and 
that every military encounter-no mat
ter the outcome-is a political plus. 

Still other pundits get very shrill about 
any U .S. involvement in a ground war1 

they feel that we have no business in a 
ground war anyway and that our 
ground forces should hang back and let 
the airplanes do the job. With time, 
Hussein will, in one way or another, ca
pitulate in the face of continued aerial 
attacks. 

While I find myself confused by these 
conflicting images, another image dis
tracts. I think of air sorties as dropping 
bombs and firing missiles. But I soon 
learn from the military briders that the 
correct terminology is •ordinance." 
What we are doing in this air war is uti
lizing •ordinance: I also learn that we 
do not move troops and tanks. Rather, 

uddenly a very 
disturbing thought hits 
me with this image; 
perhaps these "sortie 
counts" are like the 
"body counts" of the 
Vietnam War
essentially meaningless. 

we move •assets,· deploy •assets,• utilize 
•assets: I find the language intriguing 
and distancing. Somehow it is easier to 
hear that we are deploying •assets• as 
opposed to deploying 18 to 25 year-old 
troops. Perhaps I will feel less pain as 
the generals begin to •expend" some of 
those "assets• than I would if the gener
als spoke of thon as young Americans 
far from home. 

The second week of the war brings 
more of the same; I find I am distancing 
myself even more. But then on Friday a 
new tragedy strikes, an airplane crash at 
LAX. Suddenly it is back to the tube, 
back to anchor people who know little 
of what is happening but who continue 
to provide "news coverage• for three 
hours. And again I am addicted; I flip 

The Other Side, February 12, 1991 • 35 



from•channd to channel in a despcnte 
effort to find out what "really• hap
pened. At one point, I get to experi
ence another wonder of our high tech 
age: an eyewitness to the crash calls one 
of the TV stations shortly after the 
crash from his car phone. No lapses or 
distortions of memory here. He is able 
to share his experiences and feelings 
with the anchor people immediately. 

This image leads to a very disturbing 
thought: will we be exposed in this war 
to the sight of a TV reporter interview
ing a wounded soldier shortly aher the 
event on the battlefield'? Will the re
porter ask the trooper what he or she 
thinks of the war now'? Surely such an 
interview will not happen. But then 1 
see a 1V reporter interview a victim of 

seems too grand, too broad-stroked to 
fit this conflict. Granted Hussein is a 
threat, a menace but to whom7 I feel a 
need to ask why we are in the forefront 
of battle. Why not a coalition of 
Kuwaities, Saudis, Syrians, Egyptians, 
Turks, Israelis (yes, Israelis a.s they are 
as equally threatened by Iraq as any
body else) with the U.S. in a supporting 
role'? With U .S. troops far from the 
center of battle'? The President would 
have it otherwise, I learn, as we have a 
moral obligation to fight this war in the 
name of the •new world order.• Forgive 
the sarcasm, but this seems an awfully 
disorderly way to establish a •new 
world order: And what is the core of 
this •new world order''? 1 have no clear 
sense of any •ordet" developing at pre-

sent. The one thing 1 do 
perceive is that the cold 
war seems over. 

1 read a recent W asb-
ingtOJt Post Wttkly and yet 

ut I end with a very 
dim image: the 
future of U.S. 

another image emerges, 
one that is frightening 
and foreboding. This 
image comes from a po. 
litical cartoon which de
picts Uncle Sam and a 
friend at the edge of the 
cartoon. They look to
wards the center of the 
cartoon where a spider's 
web has been spun. At 
the core of the web is 
the spider, Saddam Hus
sein. But the web itself 
is most telling: it is 
made of the phrase 
•Middle East: And Un-

involvement in the 
Middle East. That 
we are there for the 
long run- both 
militarily and 
politically -I have 
little doubt. 

the LAX crash in her hospital bed less 
than two hours after the event. Is it 
possible that a relative, watching the 
evening news, might actually see a 
loved one killed on the battlefield only 
minutes before because a TV reporter 
was on the job after •tate breaking• 
news'? I suddenly realize that this im
mediacy is too much for me. I need this 
kind of information, not in a continuous 
stream, but in "chunks.· I need time to 
think about what meanings I will attach 
to all of these events. 

During the second week of the war, I 
begin to perceive other images dimly 
emerging around me. President Bush 
seems to be getting his rhetorical theme 
honed. This is a •just• war, a war 
against aggression, a war fought in the 
name of the •new world order: But this 
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de Sam's friend is say
ing, •Jt's the web you've got to watch 
out for ..... the spiders, they come and 
go: And I realize one thing: Americans 
like defined resolutions to conflicts; 
they like winners and losers. But Mid
dle Eastern politics--at least for the 
foreseeable future-are not likely to be 
so neatly packaged. Nor, I begin to re
alize, will the politics of other regions 
of the world. Eastern Europe, especially 
Yugoslavia, begins to look equally •cob
webbish," to coin a phrase. And Russia, 
how long will it hold together, and 
what dangers lie ahead for the world 
there'? 

In all of this I re.alize that I do have 
one or two very clear images, that are 
disturbing but understandable. The 
coalition will be successful in its efforts 
to oust Iraq from Kuwait and the pro-

cess will shift from a military focus to a 
political focus. I also think tt safe to say 
that the role of the United Nations in 
world affiirs Is being transformed. 
What the U.N . role will be in the future 
is not easy to see but it is clear that na
tions will increasingly attempt to impel 
the U .N . on a more activist and inter
ventionist role in the future. 

The inclusion of a strong moral 
•plank" in U .S. foreign policy will, I be
lieve, be short-lived. It is conve.nient 
for President Bush to make this plea in 
this particular instance because the 
moral argument allows the American 
public to focus its support on the use of 
American troops. The President has 
not made similar claims on other cur
rent international events (students in 
China and Soviet behavior towards 
Lithuania, to name two) because those 
situations do not lend themselves as 
neatly to a simple moral principle as 
does the Gulf crisis. No, I think that 
U .S . foreign policy will continue to 
consist in large part of various forms of 
-norse trading• with little explicit focus 
on moral principles. 

But I end with a very dim image: the 
future of U .S. involvement in the Mid
dle East. That we are there for the long 
run-both militarily and politically-1 
have little doubt. But of our role in that 
region, I am uncertain. If Hussein stays 
in power, I expect that we might have 
to maintain a very large military pres
ence in the desert for a long time to 
come. If Hussein is somehow removed 
from power, the U.S. may end up play
ing some sort of •political broker· 
role-a broker role in determining fu
ture political arrangements within Iraq 
or a broker role in overseeing a re-draw
ing of boundaries as Iraq's neighbors 
seek to satisfy their territorial and secu
rity ambitions. In all of this, I also ex
pect that the U .S. is in a long-term no
win situation because we will be involv
ing ourselves intimately in a region with 
a long history of difficult relations with 
the west and among the nations of the 
region. And in this, one thing is 
clear- the com-------
ment of the cartoon ••• Americans 
character to Uncle like defined 
Sam : "It' s the web resolutions 
you've got to watch to conflicts· 
out for .. ... the spi- they lik; 
ders, they come and • d 
go." WIDDers an 

losers 

CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE --
from page 22 

relieves tension: 
Asked if she would rather be in Israel 

or here at school, Grace explained, "It 
would be more scary if I was there . .. but 
if there was a full scale war and Israelis 
were fighting, then I might really feel 
like I wanted to be there, because I 
would want to know what's happening 
immediately everyday and what's hap
pening with my family: 

Carlos's experience with the war be
gan earlier than most and was more 

intense. On August sc:ond, as Saddam 
Hussein invaded Kuwait, Carlos was in 
his home in Abu Dhabi, with his moth
er. His father was away on business. 
•My father called in the morning and 
told us the war had started and basicall
ly gave me a list of things I had to do as 
quickly as possible: withdraw money 
from the banks, pack up our entire 

house and just get prepared• 
1t scared me,• remembers Carlos, •to 

see everyone panicking and it frustrated 
me that everyone lost faith so quickly. 
Basically, you're living on the edge, it's 
really kind of sad, because everyone had 
gotten so used to that area being safe . ... 
And now it's gone back to the way we 
were there in the beginning, living from 
day to day, not planning on staying very 
long and not [buying] anything or 
keep[ing] it there. We are just going to 
wait and see what happens. It's a much 
different situation now than it was be
fore.• 

Carlos remembers a point when he 
didn't think he and his mother were go
ing to be able to ny out of Abu Dhabi. 1 
had a feeling like, oh shit, now what, I'm 
going to be stuck here, I'm going to be 
fucked. The only thing I was really 
worried about at the time was going to 
war: 

War did come and once again Carlos 
was on the phone with his father. This 
time Carlos was in LA. and called his 
father at home. Since the news in Abu 

Dhabi was censored twenty four hours a 
day, Carlos contacted his father. •1 
called him up and just said, 'Dad listen, I 
just heard that the war started and the 
Americans started flying planes into 
Iraq' and I held up the phone so he 
could listen to the news on the radio: 

1f anything new happens in the news 
that I think. they should know in the 
middle of the night, which is during the 
day for us - that's when most of the war 
occurs - I call them up and say here's 
what's going on, you guys might want 
to do something .. . in case something 
develops, they'll know: 

Regardless of the situation at the end 
of the semester, Carlos plans to return 
to Abu Dhabi. 

These college students may be far 
1 from their real homes but their 

thoughts are not. Like many other stu

dents they find •some point during the 
day to turn on the radio and to watch 
television news,• as Grace does. And 
like Josh, they've •got a yellow ribbon 
tied: 

E. second .at 

91166 
us l t : 

(114} 620·'ZZ 70 
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THE fLEXIBLE Vo 1 c E 

by Jenny Spitz Boys At Their Worst 
When I was looking at colleges, 

the level of sexism present 
was a major factor. I grew up 

in a town near a Marine base where 
from the age of twelve on, I was con
stantly harassed by whistles and cat 
calls, followed, and even assaulted in the 
street a few times by soldiers on leave. 
High school was also a cesspool of sex
ism. Females were referred to as 
"babes,• in other words, harmless, child
ish, and defenseless objects. 

Pitzer seemed extremely liberated. 
Several men here refer to themselves as 
feminists, we have male Women's stud
ies majors, and women express them
selves free.ly in classes. 

During my freshman year, I encoun
tered sexism in small doses, but it was 
such a dramatic difference from what I 
had encountered in my hometown that I 
chose to think of it in a positive manner, 
because it occurred in such compara
tively inferior degrees. 

Last semester something happened 
that changed everything. I am writing 
this article in hope that people, both 
male and female, will read it, think 
about it, and maybe realize that Pitzer 
still has a long way to go. 

This year had been quite different 
from my freshman year. I had been the 
butt of a lot of sick jokes, led mainly by 
one person who transferred here this 
year. The jokes led to sexual harass
ment, including sexual overtures made 
to me on a daily basis. I tried explaining 
to the person that I wanted to be left 
alone, but he only ignored me. I have 
to admit that I really didn't take it that 
seriously, after all, it was only one per
son, right? 

Soon almost every male student on 
my hall started copying his example. 
Every night there was a crowd of guys 
around my door crooning obnoxious 
comments. I began locking my door af
ter me every time I entered my room, 
spending absolutely no time in my hall, 
and avoided eating with men from my 
hall at meals. I thought it was a case of 
a bunch of silly, immature boys compet
ing with each other to prove their 
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machismo, copying the silliest and most 
immature boy of all, the one who start
ed this all in the first place. 

On the first Saturday of finals week, I 
was having a great day. My parents, 
who I am very dose to, had visited, my 
toughest finals were out of the way, and 
I had had a long conversation with my 
best friend from home who I was antici
pating seeing. I was also relieved that in 
a few days I would be free from all the 
harassment going on. 

One of the men of my hall had come 
in to talk to me. This was someone who 
I had considered a friend from last year, 
but I really hadn't had much contact 
with this year. We had a long talk. 
about art. I recommended some artists I 
thought he'd like, and I offered to lend 
him a book. I have by Georgia O'Keefe. 
After he left, I thought of another book 
I thought he would like and went to his 
room to give it to him. He wasn't there, 
and his roommate said to leave it on his 
desk. I looked down, and there was a 
piece of paper on it. It was a drawing of 
the male population of my hall, each 
identified by name, holding a giant, ob
viously phallic snake at groin level, 
chasing a girl in a mini-skirt, cut-off 
tank top, and heels. The name on the 
girl was mine. 

I really can't put into words just how I 
felt. I only knew that in some way, I 
had been violated by a sK:k and degrad
ing picture . I started shaking and called 
for my "friend• who had drawn it to 
come into the room. I asked him what 
the hell the picture meant, and he 
replied that it was just a joke, a carica
ture of what was going on in the hall. I 
argued with him, and eventually, he 
apologized and agreed to tak.e my name 
off the picture. That was that. 

That is certainly not enough. That 
little drawing transformed me from a 
human being into a one-dimensional 
sexual object. I mean, am I supposed to 
think that it's a compliment that some 
guys on my hall would like to pork. me? 
The scene expressed was a predecessor 
to a rape, a gang bang with a foreign 
object. Excuse me for not being thrilled 
that I've been noticed 

The picture had been drawn for distri
bution. So, in other words: every man 
on my hall would have had a picture of 
me about to be raped by him. This is 
terrifying. 

Every woman who reads this article 
will know what I'm talking about. There 
isn't a woman alive who hasn't been the 
victim of sexual harassment. But it's the 
men I'm worried about, because they 
won't stop until they understand what 
it's like to be violated. The only thing I 
can think of is this: imagine a picture of 
a group of women standing around a 
nude man and pointing at his penis and 
laughing. Now, if you are male, imag
ine yourself as the male victim and the 
women of your hall as the aggressors. 

Even if the men on my hall realize the 
full weight of what they've done, it still 
won't change my feeling that I am a vic
tim. Despite the fact that the picture 
was meant as a joke, it wasn't funny. I 
can never think of any of these people 
as my friends again. 

Pitzer needs to acknowledge the sex
ist incidents that have been occuring on 
campus and dea l with them. In the 
meantime, every woman at Pitzer re
mains a potential victim. 

THE fLEXIBLE Vo 1 c E 

by Sara Shepperd 
V.D. is Contagious: 

I really hate this holiday. No-1 mean 
it-1 reaJiy don't like it at all. First of 
all , it's stupid. St. Valentine was 

somehow miraculously transformed into 
a like Cupid-like character flying around 
handing out boxes of Godiva chocolates 
and long-stemmed roses. Second of all, 
the color scheme is nauseating ... a real 
•fashion /au pas: Who in their right 
mind would combine red with pink? To 
enter a Hallmark. you'd think several 
hundred flamingos stormed into greet
ing card stores nationwide and sponta
neously vomited strawberry daiquiris 
and cherry Lifesavers. 

This year, forget it. No one is getting 
a single Valentine from me. Not even 
the little ones with bad jokes that our 
mothers made us print our names on in 
primary schooL 'Valentine-you're my 
cup of tea." Puh-leeze. Not this year. No 
one. Nada. 

Of course I say this every year. I walk 
into Hallmark a couple of days after 
Christmas and say to myself, "HAt Who 
are they kidding?" I simply tum my head 
and walk away. 

Then comes the end of January. fve 
returned all Christmas gifts that were 
too big or the wrong color or not my 
style , and the gift certificates and 
Hanukkah cash are long gone as well I 
can afford little more than the $1 .25 for 
a •just for the hell of it" Shoebox Greet
ing card. I stop in to browse. Anyway, I 
don't have a boyfriend. Why should I 
buy a single thing? Valentine's Day is 
for lovers ... 

NOT1 
I've discovered one thing in my V

Day analysis: it's is no more "for cou
ples• than Christmas is a celebration of 
Christ's birth. America has managed to 
transform yet another holiday into a 
veritable greeting-card company field 
day. There's something for everyone: 
your best friend, your mom and dad 
your brother and sister and grandparent~ 
and aunts and uncles and cousins ... the 
list goes on. 

Okay, so I admit I have the tendency 
to sucwmb. If it makes me feel good to 

The social disease that's safe to catch 
make someone else laugh, what's the 
matter with that? It's simple to be con
sumed by the funnier cards . The 
"lighter• side. The ·woman to woman· 
cards that rank. on the opposite sex: all 
single men are complete dorks or total 
jerk.s, dating sucks, boyfriends and hus
bands are lazy, good-for-nothing, beer
guzzling, football-watching morons, 
etc. Not that I necessarily agree with 
these sentiments, but you gotta wonder 
if they're mass-producing and selling the 
idea, welL 

Just kidding, guys. Buying cards for 
my male friends is fun, too. Although 
this year the sexual innuendos were dif
ficult to escape. The best ones appear to 
compliment them on the outside but 
end up boosting me in the punch line. 
One I really liked said on the front "You 
don't have to send me a box of choco
lates or long-stemmed roses; and then 
on the inside, "You can just bring them 
over when you come to take me out to 
dinner." Quite apropos. 

The ones for moms talk about what a 
great kid you are, and the ones for dads 
always mention something to the effect 
of a raise in allowance. The brothetfsis
ter lines are basically facetious and hu
morous as welL This is good. I don't 
need to send my sister a rosy, gold-em
bossed get-up with acetate covers for 
God's sake ... she'H get insulted and love 
me for it. These cards I consider fairly 
normal...however, quite a few left a lot 
to be desired. .. 

I swear on my life there's also a sec
tion, a section, labeled "From The Dog• 
Ask Jenny, I sent her one last year as a 
joke: "From our dog to your's on Valen
tine's Day." And had she been a proud 
cat or fish or hamster owner well 
they've got one for those peopl~. too~ 
How about, "To my best friend's step
mother on Valentine's Day" and "Valen
tine's wishes for the best English teacher 
ever; to name a couple more. You can 
send •custom designe~ cards to your 
godparents, step-parents, best friend's 
boyfriend, boyfriend's best friend, your 
therapist, dentist and accountant. 

All of this correlates with the V.D. 
statistics. In the greater Claremont area 1 
found five Hallmark. stores to investi
gate. (Obviously I didn't find forcing 
myself to look at cards ... )The numbers 
are in to prove that Valentine's Day is 
for everyone. Basically funny cards out
sell the mushy ones 5-1 , and for every 
card sold for a 1over, • there's at least 
three sofd for a "friend. • 

So don't be embarrassed if you feel 
the pressure, you're not alone. Plenty of 
people will purchase the cards and the 
candy-conversation hearts and red-and
white heart-speckled boxer shorts. You 
don't need a "significant other" to cele
brate, to eat chocolates, drink beer and 
be merry. But beware of certain new 
Hallmark sentiments: "To my wrestling 
coach on Valentine's Day," and "You're 
our milkman and we love yout 

Happy H allmark. Profit Day. Enjoy 
the red while you can ... on February 
15th it all becomes green. 
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