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Steve Minot 
Welcomed to Pitzer 
By Chris Vierck 
Staff Writer 
_______ y,w.·~.,.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·. ·.·.· .·.·.·.·.· 

Pitzer College's writer in 
residence for the fall semester is 
author/teacher Stephen Minot. 
As one might guess, Prof. Minot 
is extremely well qualified to 
conduct the creative writing 
classes at Pitzer because he is 
both an established author and a 
long time teacher. Minot began 
his career as a writer in the pres
tigious "writer program" at Johns 
Hopkins University. Mter re
ceiving his M.A., Minot taught 
at Bolton College in Maine and 
was at at Trinity College in 
Hartford, Connecticut for 25 
years while also pursuing a career 
as a writer. During this time, he 
"evolved from a teacher who 
wrote, in to a writer who teaches." 

One of the key ingredients 
to Minot's success in maintain
ing his two careers is his incred
ible balancing act. For a couple 
of years, he works as a writer in 
many forms of writing, includ
ing novels, short stories, scripts, 
and text books. Then he returns 
to the classroom for a shorter 
period of time to teach. So far he 
has found this cycle of writing/ 

teaching to be an efficient way of 
maintaining two demanding 
careers at the same time. 

Yet, Minot's careers are not 
completely separate as they over
lap in many ways. One way in 
which his dual careers mesh 
together is in his insistence on 
continuing his writing efforts 
while teaching. Currently, he is 
working on a script based on his 
recently published novel. Fortu
nately, one of tlie pa.t-ticularly 
good qualities of Pitzer's Writer 
in Residence program is that it 
allows visiting writers to con
tinue with their professional 
work. The program is designed 
so that the writer does not have 
to serve on committees, which 
although valuable, devour large 
chunks of time. Without this 
requirement, Minot feels that he 
should find ample time to write. 

Although Prof. Minot will 
be working on his own materials, 
he takes his teaching seriously 
and will not neglect his students. 
In fact, he appears to be one of 
the most attentive and intense 
writers in residence Pitzer has 
ever employed. This is a reflec
tion of Minot's desire to help 

See MINOT, page 3 

Residence Staff 
Undergoes Change 
By Josh Berkus 
Staff Writer 
-------""""·>:·:·:-w,:···:·:·:·:·:.:·:·:·:···:·· 

Brian Gibb and Brian Stur
divant are the new Resident 
Advisors for Sanborn. They are 
both sophomores, bringing the 
total number of sophomore 
R..A. 's to six, the most in Pitzer's 
history. Gibb and Sturdivant 
replace the previous R.A.s, Tim 
Kopperud and Ranon Ross, who 
both resigned. 

Brian Gibb is the R.A. for 
Al-D l. He is a second -semester 
sophomore from Denver, Colo
rado. " Being an RA ...... helps 
me continue my life on campus 
away from my studies," Gibb 
explained. "I found myself not 

very involved with the commu
nity; as an R.A., I am." 

Brian Sturdivant the R.A. 
for Cl-C2, is currently from San 
Francisco, though he has lived in 
Columbus and Chicago. He is 
also a second- semester sopho
more. "[BeinganRA.] letsme 
give back something to the 
school, as I have been doing 
since the first week of my fresh
man year," he said. Sturdivant 
has been very involved in student 
government, andremains in
volved. 

Both Gibb and Sturdivant 
were mentors during the fall 
semester, and were asked to go 
through the application process. 

See R.A., page s 
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External Studies Difficulties 
By Jenny Hoffman 
Staff Writer 
------->>>>>:·:·:·:·:-:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·.·.·:-:·:-

The opportunity to study 
abroad is an experience that most 
students like to take advantage 
of during their college years. The 
system is most enticing because 
all travel plans, housing, etc. are 
taken care of by the school. Yet 
what happens when this system 
breaks down? 

Stuart Pixley, a junior at 
Pitzer found out the hard way. 
Stuart wanted to study in Haifa, 
Israel. Due to Stuart's wheel
chair confinement, many ques
tions naturally arose. Barry 
Berger, the director of the Haifa 
program, came to visit Pitzer and 
met the several applicants for the 
program. According to Stuart 
and Tom Manley, Pitzer's exter
nal studies director," he (Berger) 
was very much impressed with 
Stuart." This gave Stuart and 
Manley the notion that Haifa 
could most likely accommodate 
Stuart. 

Stuart's and several other 
students applications were sent 
to the Haifa program for reviewal. 
Months passed and Manley had 
heard nothing, for any of the 
Pitzer students. Manley tried to 
contact Berger many times, along 

with theNewYorkoffice, but he 
received little response. Finally 
in mid-December Manley sent 
an emergency FAX, demanding 
a response as soon as possible. 
Several days later Manley received 
a letter explaining that there were 
many obstacles that Stuart would 
somehow have to overcome and 
with this in mind it was recom
mended that Stuart not come to 
Haifa. At this point Stuart had 
left for Christmas break thinking 
that next semester he would be 
going to Haifa. Thus, Stuart 
drove his car home to Colorado 
fully packed with the intention 
of not returning to Pitzer until 
Fall semester. Several days later 
Stuart was notified that he would 
not be able to go to Haifa. Stuart 
and his parents were naturally 
infuriated by this last minute 

notice and that no where along 
the line were they told that there 
could be complications for Stuart. 
Stuart had spoken to a couple of 
students who went to Haifa first 
semester, who maintained that 
there should be no major prob
lems for Stuart in terms of mobil
ity, as well as Berger's positive 
outlook for Stuart. The news 
came as an unforeseen shock. 
Immediate plans had to be made 
for Stuart's unexpected return to 
Pitzer, which cost the Pixleys 
extra time and money. 

Accusations were quickly 
made against the External Stud
ies office f~r being negligent, 
irresponsible and unprofessional 
with regard to Stuart's special 
case. Manley explains, "Pitzer 
tried to make everything work. 

See PIXLEY, page 7 
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Is Pitzer Adn1inistration Responsible? 
By Winston lnoway 
Contributing Editor 
_______ ..,..w,.....,·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.············ 

Is the Pitzer administration 
truly interested in providing 
quality facilities for the students 
of this campus? It is not even an 
issue of what facilities should exist 
for the future, but the quality fo 
the facilities which exist today. 
Why expect great things from 
the future when existing facilities 
fail to work properly now? If one 
walks around Mead Hall, one 
may notice that the ceiling in one 
suite has fallen down. Another 
suite has been without hot water 
since the beginning of January. 
Last semester the fire alarm was 
pull by Campus Security in order 
to evacuate the building. The 

alarm failed to sound. Example 
after example can be sited testify
ing to the substandard quality 
and questionable safety of living 
facilities at this college. 

The problems exist and the 
conditions are unacceptable. But 
the real failure is that there is an 
Qbvious lack of concern on the 
part of the responsible individu
als to remedy the situation. Those 
administrators responsible for 
housing facilities have been re
luctant to accommodate student 
needs. The Northwoods Apart
ments are a temporary remedy to 
the housing shortage, but there 
has been no progress toward 
constructing additional on -cam
pus housing. Permanent. solu
tions are needed not short term 
repairs. A student's request for 

replacement of missing room 
furniture became an ordeal in 
campus bureaucracy. On three 
different occasions the student 
was assured that he would have 

... certain administra
tors continually hide 
behind ... institutional 
bureaucarcy ... 

his furniture. On three subse
quent occasions these assurances 
failed to be met. But the prob
lems go beyond bureaucracy. 
Those responsible for providing 
proper facilities for students have 
shown little real interest in meet
ing the need and simple requests 
of students. 

Ellsworth Decision Regarding 
Commencement Speaker Questioned 
By Anthony Bock 
Staff Writer 
_______ ,.,.,.,.,,...:·:·:·:·:<·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·: 

A great injustice is being 
foisted upon the senior class- a 
unilateral decision has been made 
with regards to the Commence
ment speaker for 1988-1989. 
President Ellsworth made the 
selection of Dr. Charney with
out consulting any members of 
the senior class. This is particu
larly painful when one considers 
that for graduating seniors, the 
commencement speech is the 
final college lecture. At the 
College, it is the only occasion ( 
with the exception of orienta
tion ) that the entire class is gath
ered in ceremony. Quite simply, 
President Ellsworth was able to 
circumventstudentinput because 
there was no set procedure for 
selecting a graduation speaker. 

Some arguments have 
been used to defend the choice 
of Dr. Charney as the speaker. 
These arguments have no justifi
cation- Dr. Charney is not the 
issue. The issue is that the sen
iors have a right to be integrated 
in the decision-making process 
with regards to graduation cere
monies. After all, seniors will 
choose what the class gift will be, 
as well as help in the selection of 
the class speaker. It's hard to 
imagine that the senior class can't 
be trusted to find a suitable 
commencement speaker. I also 

doubt that ifpresident Ellsworth 
presented an adequate case for 
Dr. Charney to speak, he would 
not have been chosen. 

The issue is President 
Ellsworth's arbitrary decision 
without the knowledge or input 
of the student body. As such it is 
an example of the 
administration's (specifically the 
President's) lack of concern for 
the thoughts and feelings of the 
student body. He has repeatedly 
chosen speakers without bother
ing to consult the senior class 
that the speaker addresses. 

The Issue is Presi
dent Ellsworth's 
arbitraty decision 
withouttheknowl
edgeorinputofthe 
student body. 

The long-term problem of 
the President's ability to bypass 
the system can be solved easily. 
A panel of seniors should be put 
together by CRC and charged to 
come up with a list of prospective 
speakers. The list would then be 
submitted to the President and 
honed to five acceptable candi
dates. The seniors would then 
vote, and the winner should be 

propositioned to speak. This is a 
very reasonable proposal that is 
well within the ideology of stu
dent participation that the Col
lege ( and particularly President 
Ellsworth ) claims to espouse. 

Unfortunately, there is this 
year the problem of Dr. Char
ney, who has already been in
vited. Boycotting the gradu
ation is not a feasible plan. A 
more effective course of action is 
to ask President Ellsworth about 
iteverytimeyouseehim. Simply 
say "Hi, Frank! Why not consult 
us on decisions like who speaks 
at graduation?" It should be 
noted that this approach is ra
tional, civilized, and in addition 
it forces President Ellsworth to 
confront the issue. Another re
sponse entails circulating a peti
tion or even ( dare I say it ? ) 
calling a town meeting. the end 
of this petition or meeting would 
be an alternative speaker who 
would also be allowed to speak at 
commencement. Still, Dr. 
Charney will probably speak here, 
even though almost every senior 
I have spoken to feels neglected 
by the process. A word to sen
iors: even though we may not be 
able to win this round, it is your 
moral obligation to speak out 
against decisions that are unethi
cal and undemocratic. For the 
rest of the student body, this is 
very much your fight. 

When students pay over 
$17,000 each year to this school, 
they should have every right to 
expect satisfactory facilities at the 
very least. The institution agrees 
to provide a quality environment 
for learning. That environment 
includes quality teaching, assis
tance in finding a career, intellec
tual stimulation and a climate for 
social interaction, to name only a 
few. It is the responsibility of the 
college administration to pro
vide these necessary conditions 
for its students. Unfortunately, 
certain administrators continu-

ally hide behind the excuse of in
stitutional bureaucracy instead 
of responding to student needs. 

Students should expect that 
their day to day lives are not filled 
with continual campus problems. 
The Administration should ac
cept responsibility for meeting 
these needs rather than simply 
allowing problems to continue 
unanswered. The Administra
tion should understand their 
responsibility to the students of 
this college. It is the student's 
right to expect their concerns to 
be answered. 
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R.A. Selection 

R.A. selection information 
sessions will be held at the fol
lowingtimesandplaces: Wednes
day, February 15, 6:30p.m. in 
Avery 201 for RA. applicants, 
and Thursday, February 16 at 
6:00p.m. in Avery 201 for stu
dents interested in interviewing 
applicantsforthe1989-90school 
year. Applications are due Fri
day, February 24 at 5:00p.m. in 
Scott 130. In order to interview, 
one must also sign up by this date 
in Scott 130. The interviews will 
be held from Monday, March 6 
to Friday, March 17, at a place 
to be announced. For more in-

MINOT 
continued from page 1 

student authors along the road 
to becoming "professional writ
ers." And to accomplish this 
goal, he is will require his stu
dents to make a very serious and 
disciplined effort at writing. 
Minot maintains that "sweat" is 
one of the essential ingredients 
to successful writing and expects 
his students to be "tough and 
push their writing abilities." Of 

course, Minot is fully aware that 
this means he will have to keep 
pace with the students and push 
equally hard to read their mate
rials, make insightful comments, 
and return their works promptly. 

Another way in which Mi
not will be attentive to his stu
dentsisin theareaoftime. Unlike 
some Professors, or even visiting 
writers, Minot rigorously encour
ages students to visit him in his 
office. He is genuinely inter
ested in getting to know his stu
dents as well as possible. If there 

formation, call the Residence 
Life Office at extension 2806. 

Early 
Outreach 

Underrepresented junior 
and senior high school students 
are being given the opportunity 
to explore the possibilities of a 
college education through 
Pitzer's Early Outreach Program. 
The Program hopes to motivate 
students to consider furthering 
their education and to increase 
their eligibility for college en-

is one thing that he would like to 
establish while visiting at Pitzer, 
it is that he is available to his 
students. 

Prof. Minot will be teaching 
seminars on the writing of fic
tion. Unlike most classes which 
are essentially composed of lec
tures, writing courses require a 
"collective" effort to be success
ful. The "teacher and the stu
dents must exchange their ideas 
and experiences as a commu
nity" of writers to help each 
individual author progress as 
much as possible. This means 

that the students must be open
both about their writing, which 
is often very personal, and the 
constructive criticism they will 
receive. Minot believes this type 
of class should be easier to estab
lish here at Pitzer because of the 
schools relaxed atmosphere and 
lack of strict formalities. Minot's 
open, friendly attitude suggests 
that he can blend into the class
room community and be its 
guiding member instead of a 
pontificating scholar. 

Stephen Minot says he likes 

trance. While the program . is 
designed to meet the needs of all 
students, there is particular 
emphasis upon offering encour
agement to Black and Latino 
students. The services include 
motivational booster such as 
presentations, parent meetings, 
campus tours, and educational 
assistance. Early Outreach also 
features the "Partners Program" 
where junior and senior high 
school students are paired up 
with a Pitzer students who helps 
by acting as a role model and 
provide academic assistance. 

Anyone interested in taking 
part in this non-profit program 
should contact the Pitzer Early 
Outreach office at x2625. 

being at the Claremont Colleges, 
which he finds to be both very 
beautiful and a wonderful setup 
for higher learning. But the 
greatest impression made so far 
has been the faculty and students 
of the schools. He finds it very 
gratifying that people actually 
smile and nod to him when he is 
walking by, "which doesn't hap
pen much at large universities." 
Because of this relaxed atmos
phere, it makes it easier for him, 
as an outside visitor to fit into the 
community. 

One of the major reasons 
Minot is at Pitzer this semester is 
because ofits location in Califor
nia. According to him, Califor
nia has just about everything to 
do, including one of the Minot's 
favorite past times- hiking. In 
addition, the fact that he is lo
cated near LA will be an impor
tant attribute to his current writ
ing endeavors, which include 
writing scripts. The setting will 
also prove beneficial to his wife, 
who as a professional painter and 
printer, will find a wealth of 
material from which to draw. 

"Two essential qualities of professional writing are time and sweat" 
-s. Minot 

Page 3 
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Mead Hall Suffers 
Structural Damage 
By Arnie Greenberg 
Staff Writer 

Toward the end of the fall 
semester, Mead Dorm suffered 
damage in some of its rooms. 
The shower upstairs leaked down 
into the Z200 suite, flooding 
Sarah Gedney's room as well as 
four other rooms in the suite. 
The damage was repaired. In 
addition, one of the bathrooms 
in the X31 0 suite developed some 
cracking in the ceiling. This 
damage was reported and peri
odically checked. 

Over the Christmas break, it 
was discovered that in David 
Janney's room, X315large pieces 
of the ceiling had fallen over the 
room. The damage to Janney's 
property was minor and the items 
damaged were replaced. For the 
time being, he is forced to move 
until the damage is 

completely repaired. He 
feels fortunate that "nothing 
fragile" was under the cracked 
area. 

Janney explained that the 
earthquakes caused some minor 
damage to the aged roof. When 
the strong rains came along, the 
water accumulated and seeped 

into the dry wall. The caused a 
strain, inducing pieces of the 
ceiling to fall. 

Pitzer's Maintenance Direc
tor David Maurer concurred 
with Janney's explanation regard
ing the damage. He agreed 
that "heavy rains were the cause 
of the damage in the X31 0-X315 
suite." He feels that most of the 
damage has been repaired but is 
also trying to get a contractor to 
come to Pitzer and fix the acous
tical insulation part of the ceil
ing. 

Mr. Maurer feels that there 
is still some danger that damage 
to the ceiling may reoccur. 
"Primarily, it's [the roof] just old 
and is due for a replacement." 
He informed me that re-roofing 
of both the Sanborn and Mead 
Dorms is scheduled for this 
summer. He "understands the 
frustration" of the problems that 
are occurring and asks students 
to "make things easier" for eve
ryone concerned by avoiding 
damage. "I would like to try to 
encourage student s not to go 
on roofs. They are not intended 
for sunbathing, walking around, 
or parties. That type of thing will 
accelerate wear on a roof." 
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Pitzer-Pomona Hens Come ·out Strong 
. Duque Continues to Dolllinate as Thinclads Shoot For Near Perfect Season 

By Justin Kerr 
Staff Writer 
_______ __,,.,..o;.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·. 

The wind carried a chill, the 
night was young, and excitement 
was in the air as the basketball 
team prepared to make a stand 
against Redlands in their league 
opener on Wednesday the 18th. 
The Hens came out strong, suc
cessfully executing their half-

court offence and occasionally 
working the fast break, to jump 
all over a Bulldogs squad that 
seemed unprepared for the 
Sagehen's offensive onslaught. 
Redlands, however, managed to 
claw there way back into the 
game, just when it would appear 
as though the home team would 
blow this one open. Redlands 
star shooting guard Tim Belair 
helped ignite his team, which 
leads the NCAA's in three point 
shooting, into an air raid, the 
likes of which hasn't been seen 
since Dresden. This proved criti
cal in the last three minutes of 
the game when the Bulldogs, 
trailing by ten with three time -
outs left, again made a run at the 
Hens. These three minutes were 
mayhem unparallelled. Then 
'Dogs began to foul and at first 
PP was able to convert the free 
throws, which made everybody, 

myself included, think the game 
was a wrap; somebody however, 
forgot convey this sentiment to 
Belair. As PP sank their first four 
free throws, Belair responded 
withe two off balance prayers 
from three point country that hit 
nothing but net. This must of 
taken some of the wind out of 
the PP sails, because they began 
to become inconsistent from the 

Photo by Evan Ballinger 

line. Belair capitalized on the 
Sagehen mistakes, canning two 
more three pointers and adding 
a layup to bring the 'Dogs to 
within three. A questionable call 
followed on the inbound pass, 
when the referee thought James 
Johnson's delivery touched the 
line before getting to Matt Weyer. 
Johnson assured me later that 
the ref was in error, but this 
didn't change the fact that the 
turnover resulted in Bulldog 
bucket, brining them barking 
backtowithinone. The "Cocks" 
didn't make the same mistake 
twice, and this time the inbound 
pass flew into the capable hands 
of star forward Rick Duque, just 
the man they wan ted on the line. 
Time to "close the refrigerator 
door" right? Wrong. Duque 
missed the front end of the one 
and one, Redlands grabbed the 

-out. The crowed roared to life, 
as the two teams emerged from 
their huddles, and hoped for 
some brilliant defense, or at least 
a sign from God. Redland quickly 
got the ball to their money man, 
Belair who launched yet another 
three pointer that just missed, 
clanking off front of the rim; 
being a heads up player, he . 
hustled down his own rebound, 
and put up a two footer with one 
second on the clock, to ice the 
game. He missed. The crowd 
exploded, the 'Hens rejoiced, and 
I wet my pants. This was a game 
I will remember for a long time, 
the 'Hens played hard and com
posed through most of the game 
and Duque's 36 points didn't 
hurt either. When asked about 
the game, the ever-modest 
Duque replied, "Coach Kat 
[Charlie Katsiaficas] did his 
homework, we were prepared for 
them. The 'white Knights' [non-

starters] also played a big part in 
this victory by pushing us to the 
limit in our practices." Well, the 
'Hens proved they can win the 
big game, and perhaps that lady 
luck has some stock in them as 
well. Lets hope that she doesn't 
sell, because the hoopsters have 
found a way to incorporate her 

presence with some extraordi
nary hustle . They need to start 
hitting their free throws late in 
the game or they might not be as 
lucky the next time. But this is 
the most balanced squad I've 

reboundandquicklycalledatime Another spectacular Pomona-Pitzer play 

seen since my arrival to Pitzer, 
and if they can continue to show 
the desire they did on Wednes
day, they have their best shot at 
the SCIAC crown since the fabled 
Desaires years. 

Photo by Evan Ballinger 
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Exposure of a Pitzer Photographer 

By Chris Vierck and 
Elizabeth Castro 
Staff Writers ______ ....,,_ .•.. ·••.·•·•·•••·•••·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·. 

Pitzer freshman Abe Musher 
is a talented young photogra
pher whose work is beginning to 
be recognized for its superior 
quality. Musher's photographs 
first appeared at Pitzer in his 
"Faces of Israel" show at the 
Hinshaw Gallery (at the Grove 
House). People who took in his 
display of" faces" were impressed 
by Musher's ability to photo
graphic lly capture "human 

expression." 
Yet, Musher's artistic ability 

has surmounted Pitzer's walls to 
achieve national attention. Abe 
has been selected as a finalist in 
the Ninth Annual College Pho
tography Contest. Students 
throughout the U.S. and Can
ada submitted 19,481 en tries to 
the contest sponsor 
Photographer's Forum, which is 
a magazine designed and dedi
cated to displaying the work of 
"emerging professionals." The 
top seven percentoftheseentries 
were selected as finalist and passed 

The Other Side 

is taking applications ... 

for writing, production, 
advertising, and photography 

for this semester 

if interested, contact 
David O'Connor at x37 46 

or 
David Glickman at 626-8328 

Photo by Abe Musher 

into the second round of judge
ment in which the winners ( first 
through fourth places) will be 
determined. All the finalists, 
including Abe, will receive a prize 
however- their photographs will 
be published in The Best Col
lege Photography annual of 
1989. 

Whether or not Musher will 
be selected as a finalist has yet to 
be seen. Irregardless of the out
come, however, Abe is emerging 
as a professional photographer 
and can be proud of his accorn
plishments. 

R.A.'s 
continued from page 1 

Sturdivant had applied once 
at the end of his freshman year. 
The application process, which 
normally takes place in April, 
consists of a written application 
andaseriesofthree interviews: a 
group interview, a role-play inter
view, and an individual inter
view. R.A.s, Hall Directors, the 
Dean of Housing, and several 
students then select the R.A.s 
from their evaluations, accord
ing to Dean Winn. "This year we 
want more students to be in
valved in the whole process. We 
want students to say, 'This is 
what we are looking for ... so that 
we can move forward," he said. 

Several upperclassmen were 
asked to apply to fill the two 

Abe Musher finds 
recognition in 
national contest 

positions, but they declined. 
Gibb and Sturdivant were cho
sen because they were mentors 
in Sanborn, who were known, 
had performed, and had shown 
responsibility. 

R.A.s have many responsi
bilities. They are on duty one 
night a week, from 7p.m. to 
7a.m., plus weekend duties. "But 
you pretty much have to expect 
people to need you at any time. 
It's a very emotionally and physi
cally taxing job." Gibb com
mented. 

Their duties range from 
the mundane to the creative: 
working with the administration, 
working on campus policies, and 
programming. They plan and 
do programs to get students 
involved, to provide an outlet for 
learning outside of the classroom. 
They are also role models, cam
pus leaders, and catalysts to bring 

Photo by Abe Musher 

-
the community together. "I'd 
like to see that R.A.s are not seen 
as enforcers, but student lead
ers... someone you can go to 
with problems and ideas, and 
they can direct you to find the 
answers." Dean Winn said. 

In return, the RA.s receive a 
double single, a minimal salary, 
and a vote on dorm council. "You 
work on a team that works well 
together. I'm feeling especially 
close to the dorm, the other RA.s 
and Chris [Freeberg] now," said 
Gibb. 

Several people have raised 
objections to having sophomore 
R.A.'s. Sturdivant, as well as 
Gibb and Dean Wmn, does not 
agree. 

"I'm 21- -older than most 
juniors. If sophomore RA. 's are 
characterized as being ineffec
tive, that will just be another 

See A.A.'s, page 7 
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Elevator Grounded 
Long Delays in Planning 
and Construction Plague 
Elevator Project 

By Chris Vlerck 
Staff Writer 
_____ _,<->>:·:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:·:·:·:·:·:··.:. 

The construction of the elevator between Avery and Bernard has 
~ been plagued with unfortunate delays since its conception. Un
~ known to most students, this elevator has been in the making for 
~ quite some time. The architectural agreement for the elevator (in 
t. 

Q conjunction with the Mead Library) was actually signed on June 17, 
1986. So it is likely that the conception of the elevator occurred up 
to three years ago. Yet, the construction of the elevator seems to be 
cursed with external influences which have halted its progress on 
numerous occasions. 

The elevator, which will allow handicapped students to access 
the second floorofAvery, Scott, Bernard, and Fletcher, was grounded 
before any construction could actually begin. The summer of86 was 
the same summer that Pitzer learned of the asbestos problems in the 
dorms. After extensive air tests, it was determined that the asbestos 
would have to be removed for the health of resident students. U n
fortunately, this was no easy task and the administration needed both 
time and money to deal with the situation. And this meant that they 
had to make a decision between removing the asbestos or erecting 
the elevator and Mead Library. As it turned out, the asbestos 

Photo by Evan Ballinger 

Form Without Function: Where 's the Cab? 

removal took top priority and the design and development of these 
other important facilities was placed on temporary hold. 

After a year of waiting, a construction contract was signed for 
both the elevator and Mead Library on July 16, 1987. T he building 
was supposed to begin immediately, however, another complication 
arose . The summer of87 was the same summer in which the city staff 
had enormous amounts of turnovers and Pitzer had incredible dif
ficulties obtaining a work permit. First, it took a long time to get 

See ELEVATOR, page 7 
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Dean of Freshmen 
· Resigns Post 

By Elizabeth Castro 
Staff Writer 
-------i;?;<r;r.-;..:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·.·.·;·;·;·. 

The position of Dean of 
Freshmen has recently been va
cated by Margaret Hamilton, 
who took the job first semester 
for the absent Betsy Emerick. 
Hamilton has decided to pursue 
teaching full time. Because of 
the void created by Hamilton's 
departure, Dean ofStudents Jack 
Ling has initiated a search for her 
replacement. An advertisement 
has been placed in the hopes of 
finding someone to take the job 
on a part-time basis. In addition, 
another advertisement has been 
placed to find someone to take 
the job full-time after July l. 

As outlined by Dean of 
Faculty AI Bloom, the primary 
responsibilities of the Dean of 
Freshmen are first to help fresh
men with problems that might 
arise from personal and academic 
situations; second, to make a 
woman available for students to 

R.A.'s 
continued from page 5 

roadblock for us," Sturdivant 
said. 

Ranon Ross, who resigned 
as an R.A. for personal reasons, 

speak with and finally to plan 
freshman orientation. 

In finding a new woman 
to take the position, Dean Ling 
hopes that the job will take on 
new meaning. "I want freshman 
year to be more than just orien
tation," he said. Instead of cram
ming freshman orientation into 
just three days, he wants it to 
expand throughout the entire 
year. Perhaps the most signifi
cant change in the job is that the 
person filling it will be trained in 
the area of student life. 

In the meantime, Ling 
and Dean of Housing David 
Winn have taken on the respon
sibilities of the Dean of Fresh
men. Although the extra re
sponsibilities have added to their 
work load, the change has not 
meant much, as orientation is 
long over. Overall, Dean Ling 
sees thecurrent situation as "a 
task to see how much of the work 
can be distributed." 

commented, "I can see how if 
you didn't know them you could 
be worried about sophomore 
R.A.s. RA.s should be around 
long enough to see how Pitzer 
works, and how dorm life works. 
But the sophomore RA.s we have 
now are as capable as juniors or 
seniors." 

News 

ELEVATOR 
continued from page 6 

a qualified building inspector to 
the sight. Then the c~truction 
plans were accidentally sent to 
Whittier. These two incidents 
delayed Pitzer's building permit 
from being finalized until late 
summer, which meant that the 
construction of the elevator 
would have taken until February 
to complete. It was determined 
by the administration that the 
noise levels would have seriously 
interrupted spring classes. Thus, 
in the face of this unacceptable 
situation, theelevatorprojecthad 
to be grounded for a second 
time. 

After a second year of wait
ing, the actual building of the 
elevator began on May 17, 1988, 
the day after commencement. 

PIXLEY 
continued from page 1 

We wished more than anything 
to see Stuart go." Manley was 
justasshockedasStuart. He too 
was given no indication that there 
could be problems. Stuart and 
Manley met several times to dis
cuss exactly what happened. The 
core of the problem was re
vealed-miscommunication. 
Both Stuart and Manley thought 
that the other was in constant 
communication with Haifa and 
Haifa claimed to have received 
none ofManley's letters. Manley 
recalls, as well, sending a memo 
to Stuart asking him to come 
into the ES office to set up a 
phone call to Haifa, in which 
Stuart was to ask specific ques
tions that Manley could not suf
ficiently answer. Stuart contests 
to never getting the memo. 

Evidently, the definite lack 
of communication was the heart 
of the problem. Perhaps if Stuart 
was notified earlier he could of 
made alternative plans. But now, 
Stuart admits, "it's a no win 
situation .. .it's so amazingly frus
trating ... neither side gets any
where." Manley tried to find 
other programs for Stuart and 
even subscribed to Mobility 
International, a magazine with 
programs that cater to the handi
capped individual. Stuart also 
kept in contact with Rabbi Ben 
Beliak, the 5 -College chaplain, 
who at the time was in Jerusa
lem. Beliak looked at other pro
grams in Tel Aviv and in Jerusa
lem as well, and found nothing. 
He also visited Haifa and re
ported that the facilities were 

And construction has been con
tinued to this date- with a 
string of minor setbacks during 
which building was halted. First, 
the foundation and footing of 
the site had to be re-assessed. 
Later, some utilities and water 
lines were ruptured. And (hope
fully) last, the fabrication of the 
cab is behind schedule. Appar
ently, the cab which Pitzer or
dered is a custom cab which very 
few manufacturers produce. And 
the subcontractor who is build
ing the cab was "too optimistic" 
in estimating the time in which 
he could complete the job. Thus, 
Pitzer can't go to someone else 
and is stuck waiting for the cab's 
arrival. The elevator, meaning 
the shaft, is completely finished 
except for this last detail. 

It is quite fair to say that the 
erection of the elevator has not 
been a very smooth process as 
the implementation of this 
needed facility has not always 

understaffed and there were 
unavoidable stairs to get into the 
dorms. Stuart was given no 
indication of these problems by 
Berger nor Manley. "If the of
fice of External Studies is not 
there to address questions, what 
am I paying it for?" poses a dis
traught Stuart. 

In retrospect, Stuart and 
Manley have concluded after 
several conflicting conversations 

that neither side is in the clear
no one party is to blame. "I hear 
a lot of people saying it's Pitzer's 
fault, but it's just not like that," 
admits Stuart. It's a terrible un
fortunate occurrence that can be 
possibly seen as a form of dis-

Page 7 

gone forward. Most of the time 
it has stood still. And the times 
of forward progress have also 
been plagued with minor set
backs. When the elevator is fi
nally installed and fully opera
tional, however, the students 
(especially the handicapped) 
should be happy with the results. 
The elevator has been built in 
complete cooperation with the 
California State Accessibility 
Standards and should meet all 
handicap requirements. In fact, 
the cooperation of a handicapped 
Pomona student, Ed Tessier, has 
been an integral part of the proj
ect. Essentially, this means that 
all traditional forms of handi
capped transportation (i.e. wheel
chairs) should find the elevator 
easily accessible. Of course, no 
one will be satisfied until the 
elevator actually moves Up and 
Down instead of being in a con
tinual state of "forward prog
ress." 

crimination, yet that will never 
be truly validated. Stuart has 
gone as far as to believe that " the 
cards were stacked so they 
wouldn't have to deal with me." 
Again, this has yet to be revealed, 
and most likely will never be. 

Stuart though is not dwell
ing in the past, he has definite 
plans for the future. An inte~
ship in California is his hopes for 
the summer and he will -most 

likely do his Senior thesis with 
the Psychology Department. 
When asked if he has plans for 
still going abroad, he responded, 
"Yes, but, if I do go overseas, I 
going to make the plans myself." 
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• . . THE LAST EXIT 

COFFEE HOUSE 

Colin Epstein, Y231, Box 448 

Hi, there. Welcome to the Last Exit. Pull up a counter stool and 
help yourself. 

So I've been doing a little thinking, and even a little living, and 
I've concluded that having it all figured out is impossible. Hardly 
earth-shattering news, I know, but I'm not referring to having all the 
answers to the Infinite Brain Busting Questions Of Existence Itself. 
I'm talking about just having your life on track for all of five minutes 
and saying to yourself: "I know exactly where I'll be five minutes 
from now." That's just not a good idea. Nothing is certain in this 
crazy world. 

I've seen my share of weirdness during my few years, and on 
occasion I decide that nothing can surprise me anymore. But, every 
time I do this, without fail, just as the decision has finished forming 
in my noggin, life tosses a screwball my way that knocks me out of 
my socks. This has gotten me to the point where I try not to take 
anything for granted. If anything, I expect to be surprised. That's 
the only stand I can take right now. 

Here's what I mean: Let's say you've been working for 
something, whether it be a possible job, a promising romance, or 
even that 4.0 you've dreamed of. Now, every bit of circumstantial 
evidence around seems to tell you that success awaits with open arms. 
"Signs point to Yes," as my trusty Magic 8-Ball was fond of saying. 
So you begin to expect it. Your conception of the future starts to 
hinge on your victory as a foregone conclusion. There just isn't a 
cloud in the sky and you're singing "Zip-a-Dee-Dooh-Dah" to the 
bluebird on your shoulder. This is when the kidney punch is most 
likely to knock you on your butt. It's right at this point, when you're 
walking on air, that the world will pull a complete 180 just to see the 
expression on your face when you hit the ground. I'm not nearly as 
pessimistic as this might make me appear, don't worry. My point is 
not "Look out, Chollie! The world's got a tommy gun to your 
head!" Just the opposite. By all means, hope for that success, strive 
for it, no matter what it is. I hope in all honesty that you do succeed. 
There's no reason you shouldn't. All I'm saying is try not to count 
on it. Never assume anything. It isn't over just because the fat lady 
with the braids and the horned helmet walks on stage. It isn't even 
over when she draws that huge breath. It's only over when she hits 
high C and even then I wouldn't relax until the curtain falls and she's 
backstage gargling saltwater. 

I know this has a certain negative tone that even hints at 
paranoia. I promise you I'm not a negative person, far from it. I'm 
actually an idealist almost to the point of full-fledged dreamer. I see 
more hope in this world with the absence of certainty. If nothing is 
certain, then there's hope for change and improvement. It's all up 
to you, me and the folks next door. If there's something you don't 
like, then you can try to fix it instead of accepting it as indelible. 
Being prepared for the negative allows you to weather it out all the 
better and keep striving for the positive. But, if you simply don't see 
the possibility of something zipping in from left field, then you're in 
trouble should it happen. 

I think I'll leave it at that. After this thing, you'll probably turn 

back to "Life in Hell" for a lift. Despite my words of doom, explore 
the world and its challenges. I think it's basically a good place, just 
a tad chaotic. But then, that's exactly what keeps us from dying of 
sheer boredom. If you find something interesting, drop me a word. 
I'd love to hear about it. 

Thanks for stopping by. Look out for yourself and those around 
you. 
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No HAY NADA ME SoRPRENDA 

Mike Tomlinson 

I'm here today to warn you. Reading this article could save your life. The problem that I'm talking 
about is not isolated to Pitzer college. There are pool rooms all over the country and the universe is 
suspected to hold black holes similar to pool rooms in infinitum. The Holden Pool Room is as close 
to a black hole we can get in this world, though. It is a Venus fly trap, an addiction with withdrawal 
symptoms worse than heroin, and it has ruined many a diligent student's endeavors to educate himself 
or herself, at least for a night or two. I've even seen administrators succumb to it's vile charms. The room 
itself is detestable, the people who frequent it low and weak, the quality of play is poor and it is impossible 
to stay away from. 

Thus I purpose to found a chapter of "Hustler's Anonymous" here at Pitzer to help the wretches 
who are mired in the intoxication of breaking racks and three ball combos. 

As founding president I must step forward and admit (sob) ... Yes, it is true, I am a pool slut. I've 
sold myself heart and soul too the green velvet. 

It started innocently enough. One day I was coming back from class and happened too pass the 
open door of the pool room. I heard a crash as some tall lanky guy broke and I thought heck, I'll try 
a game. 

I had towaita while, the linewaslong(justlongenough to accentuate withdrawal symptoms! would 
latter discover), but I eventually made it to the table. The lanky guy broke and sunk no balls so it was 
my shot. I sunk a striped ball but missed my second shot. Good thing, I thought, I have work to do, 
I won't mind loosing. 

The game continued until only the eight ball was left and then I scratched and lost the game. Good, 
I thought. But as I walked out of the room a demon crept up from the pit of my being. It said," You 
could'a beat that turkey, you just made a bad shot. Try him again." I turned back to the room and called 
last game. 

Soon I was playing all weekend. Then I began running back from class to have more time to play, 
and wait to play. That was the most horrible part of the addiction, until I got good enough to win a 
few games in a row I spent most of my time waiting for games against whoever was running the table. 

Soon I got to know some of the other addicts. They seemed nice enough. We consoled each other 
in loses, celebrated wins together, and compared custom cues. But I now realize that when I was 
out of the room they would take my games and when I didn't come around fora day or two they would 
ask menacing things like, "Where you been, Mike?" 

Before a quarter of the semester passed I became regular addict. I flunked all of my classes, my hair 
grew long and unruly, and I always had ugly blue chalk marks on my hands. Over break I couldn't sleep 
and would roam the streets looking for a rack. One night I was arrested for illegal chalking and my 
parents had to come bail me out of jail. It was the most humiliating moment of my life. When we got 
home I told my parents to lock me in my room and not let me out till the semester began no matter how 
much I tried to convince them to let me out. For two weeks I screamed obscenities, tore my hair and 
even contemplated suicide. But when I emerged I was free to be me again and not the shark I had 
become. 

Note: I will be holding the first meeting of Hustlers Anonymous next Monday at 7 in the Holden 
pool room. Has anyone seen my roommate's cue? 


