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A note from 
President Skandera Trombley
Dear Friends,
 
In this issue of The Participant, we celebrate Pitzer students, staff and graduates—activists, organizers, advocates—who have dedicated 
themselves to practicing one of Pitzer College’s core values: social responsibility. As American activist Cesar Chavez taught us, “Once social 
change begins, it cannot be reversed. You cannot uneducate the person who has learned to read. You cannot humiliate the person who feels 
pride. You cannot oppress the people who are not afraid anymore. We have seen the future, and the future is ours.”

Throughout their time at Pitzer, students engage in social responsibility both in and out of the classroom. They work closely with their advisers 
to plan academic programs that meet our social responsibility objective, which they can fulfill by participating in a study abroad program 
involving an internship or community service, taking a directed study with an experiential component or taking a full-credit course involving 
community service, community-based fieldwork or a community-based internship. 

For the last 12 years, a significant force for change has grown in stature and influence on the Pitzer College campus. Founded in 1999 by Dean 
Alan Jones, the Community Engagement Center (CEC, formerly The Center for California Cultural and Social Issues) was founded in 1999 by 
Dean Alan Jones and now facilitates more than 30 community partnerships through which Pitzer students bridge their academic course content 
with action research performed at local nonprofit organizations such as Camp Afflerbaugh-Paige, a youth incarceration facility/high school; 
Prototypes, a center providing services for women in need; and the Pomona Economic Opportunity Center, which advocates for workers’ rights 
in Southern California. Pitzer students, numbering a thousand in total, donate over 100,000 hours to community service annually, much of it 
through the CEC.

Two of my favorite Pitzer alumni, Rhonda ’82 and Ruett ’81 Foster, brilliantly practice Pitzer’s 
values and display their commitment to social change on an ongoing basis. Rhonda and Ruett 
are the parents of two beautiful boys, Evan and Alec. Tragically, Rhonda and Ruett lost Alec at 
age seven to gang violence, and they turned their grief into a crusade to protect the members 
of their community and to prevent future senseless tragedies. For their efforts, they have 
received multiple awards, including the 2011 KCET-TV Local Heroes Award and the 2007 
Changing Lives Award. 

This issue of The Participant, which highlights graduates who work to make a difference, only 
scrapes the surface in terms of revealing the many Pitzer alumni who are agents of change 
in their communities. You will read the inspiring stories of a community organizer, a civil rights 
worker, a mayoral aide and an environmentalist. Their stories are instructive, brave and they 
represent the very best of Pitzer. 

I hope you enjoy this issue, and I hope to see you at the College’s 47th Commencement 
Ceremony on May 14 and at Alumni Weekend 2011—June 10-12.

Provida Futuri,
Laura Skandera Trombley
President
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Pitzer College Commencement 2011

May 12 Seniors v Staff/Faculty Softball Game
Senior/Faculty/Staff Party

Pitzer Celebrates the Class of 2011

May 13 Commencement Rehearsal
Baccalaureate Ceremony
President’s Reception

May 14 Class Photo
Senior Art Exhibit
Commencement Ceremony

www.pitzer.edu/commencement
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ince the founding of Pitzer College in 
1963, social responsibility has served 
as a core value through which students 
learn to be responsible local and global 
citizens. 

 
In 1999, Professor Alan Jones, now dean of faculty, established the Community 
Engagement Center (CEC, formerly The Center for California Cultural and 
Social Issues) to embody those values. The Center now facilitates more than 30 
community partnerships through which Pitzer students are granted opportunities 
to bridge current classroom curriculum with hands-on field work at organizations 
such as Camp Afflerbaugh-Paige, local Native American tribes, the Pomona 
Economic Opportunity Center and Prototypes Women’s Center. 

The CEC operates an academic enrichment program through its partnership 
with Camp Afflerbaugh-Paige, a Los Angeles County juvenile detention facility 
and high school. Pitzer students incorporate poetry and spoken word lessons 
that culminate in the biannual “Borrowed Voices” events during which Camp 
students perform their own poetry on the Pitzer campus. Pitzer students have an 
opportunity to share their academic skills while learning from the perspective of 
urban youths. 

The Community Engagement Center has established partnerships with local 
California Indian tribes, including the Gabrieleno/Tongva, the Costanoan 
Rumsen Carmel and the Ohlone. Through these partnerships, students are 
allowed to share in indigenous tribal traditions, ceremonies and history while 
helping tribal members through grant writing and fundraising events that have 
empowered them with computers, wellness classes and equipment resources. 
“Pitzer students bring their enthusiasm and imagination to this partnership and 
we hope through their experiences, our indigenous knowledge and culture will 
be protected and passed on to the next generation,” said Robertjohn Knapp, 
an Ohlone/Seneca spiritual adviser and elder. In 2009, the CEC launched the 
Pipeline Program, an on-campus summer school that helps Native high school 
students prepare academically for college while strengthening their connection 
to Native culture. 

For the past 12 years, the Pomona Economic Opportunity Center (PEOC), 
Pitzer students, faculty, CEC staff and day laborers have developed programs 
that enhance laborers’ skills. Students teach English as a Second Language 
and computer workshops, launch advocacy efforts for fair wages and organize 
fundraising events. “Teaching ESL at the PEOC is a win-win situation,” said 
Stephanie Hyland ’12. “Teacher and student alike get to learn about another 
culture and a new language.” This partnership introduces Pitzer students to the 
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Beyond Campus: 
The Community Engagement Center 

The CEC team: (front, l-r) Meredith S. Abrams, Tessa Hicks-Peterson, Martha Barcenas
(back, l-r) Jenessa A. Flores, Scott Scoggins, Tricia Morgan.



Spring 2011 · 76 · The Participant

fe
at

ur
e

fe
at

ur
e

struggles of recent immigrants, and students develop research and analytical 
skills useful in improving real-life problems. “The partnership has raised the 
visibility of day laborers in the region, which has magnified the power of the day 
laborers’ voices as they defend their rights and dismantle negative stereotypes 
of immigration,” said Suzanne Foster ’00, executive director of PEOC. 
 
The Prototypes Center for Innovation in Health, Mental Health and Social 
Services is a nonprofit agency that helps women and their families confront 
substance abuse, mental illness, HIV/AIDS, homelessness, domestic violence 
and other traumas. Pitzer students work with Prototypes clients on art, 
performance, gardening, tutoring and day care. Pitzer College faculty and 
students host workshops on writing and self-expression that lead to an annual 
performance of The Vagina Monologues. 

Pitzer students donate over 100,000 hours annually to community work, 
contributing significantly to change in the region. Pitzer students are changed 
too: In a 2009 survey a significant percentage reported that their capacity to 
express empathy (90%), to recognize and value the assets and strengths of 
communities (84%) and to apply critical theory to address community needs 
(77%) were enhanced moderately or greatly by their experiences.

“I am impressed by, and always look forward to seeing more ways in which 
Pitzer College can, through research and critical engagement, address the root 
causes of injustice that necessitate our service-learning programs,” said Tessa 
Hicks-Peterson, CEC director. “I look forward to watching Pitzer students, our 
Center and the College as a whole continually learn what that looks like in action 
as we articulate our notions of ‘social responsibility’ in a context of shared 
burdens and social-change goals with our local communities.”

Pitzer students speak with day laborers.

A Pitzer student works with the Pomona Economic Opportunity Coalition.

Pitzer students work 
with Prototypes, a 
women’s center.

Pitzer in Ontario field trip to Los Angeles.

The Pitzer in 
Ontario Program 
volunteers near 
the US-Mexican 
border.

Working with Ontario, CA children
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       honda ’82 and Ruett ’81 Foster have 
       made it their life’s mission to eradicate 
youth violence and uplift incarcerated 
youth.
In 1997, the Fosters founded the Evan Leigh Foster Foundation to honor the 
memory of their seven-year-old son who was killed instantly in the misfire of a 
gang-related shooting. Their son Alec, 14, was also wounded in the shooting. 
They visit youth prisons throughout Los Angeles County, and run workshops 
on violence prevention, imbued with their personal experience, prayer, 
compassion and forgiveness. “We were shaken, but not destroyed by our 
family tragedy,” explains Ruett. “Our sensibilities were still intact, and it was 
as if the shaking from the horrific dealings activated a type of social justice 
serum in us that allowed us to respond with love.”

Both Rhonda and Ruett, acquaintances at Pitzer who later reconnected, say 
that their experiences at Pitzer contributed to their response to the loss of 
their son. Rhonda was a psychology major and now works as a case manager 
for Community Build and the Gang Reduction Youth Development Program 
of Los Angeles. She fondly recalls performing in “The Pit” with African-
American friends who lived with her in the Cultural Arts Corridor, signing and 
initiating petitions for causes on campus and classes such as her freshman 
seminar “The Impact of Change” taught by Professor Sheryl Miller. “The Pitzer 
environment is distinctive in fostering its students to embrace the idea that 
we can make a difference, to have the courage to choose a unique approach 
to address the challenges that life brings, encouraging us to use our voice to 
impact those around us in a positive way,” says Rhonda.

“I came into my own at Pitzer,” explains Ruett, a dance and psychology major. 
“I grew up in the inner city and didn’t fit in ‘regular’ society. But Pitzer was so 
welcoming and empowered me to live who I was powerfully, in an abundant 
way.” Following graduation, Ruett earned a master’s degree in dance therapy 
from UCLA and, after years in social work and ministry, now serves as senior 
pastor of the Community Bible Church in Culver City, CA. There, he and 
Rhonda also partner with the Culver City Police Department in their Juvenile 
Diversion Program to provide self-esteem training and family reconciliation 
opportunities for first-time offenders and their families.

The Fosters have been recognized for their public service and advocacy work, 
recently with the KCET and Union Bank 2011 Local Heroes Award, the 2007 
Pitzer College Distinguished Alumni Award and the 2007 Changing Lives 
Award from the Heman G. Starks Correctional Facility. Rhonda serves on the 
board of Women Against Gun Violence, and Ruett serves on the board of the 
Office for Restorative Justice of the Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

“We’re not just giving back to society,” explains Ruett. “We’re reaching in, 
pulling out these young people who are perpetrating violent acts, most of 
whom are responding to unresolved grief from violence perpetrated against 
them by family members, to teach human responsibility and the truth that 
each person has an important role in society.”

By Michele Botwin Raphael ’92
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Rhonda ’82 and Ruett ’81 Foster
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P amela David ’74 is a civil rights champion and devoted community organizer.

Pamela H. David ’74 

An “unrepentant” child of the ’60s, David began working for 
antiwar and students’ rights groups in Chicago while still 
in high school. “I chose Pitzer because of the engagement 
of professors and students with the issues at hand,” says 
David.

At Pitzer, she continued protesting the Vietnam War and 
ultimately was arrested as part of the Claremont 23 for 
blocking the entrance to a local draft site. But it was her 
volunteer work for welfare rights for coalmine workers in 
rural Kentucky during her sophomore year that cemented 
her lifelong commitment to activism. The program, led by 
Folklorist-in-Residence Guy Carawan, involved a home-stay 
with a mining family and training at the Highlander Center, a 
community education school that prepared Rosa Parks for 
her bus sit-in.

“Pitzer gave me the confidence to take risks, and to know 
my values and live them,” recalls David. “It was an amazing 
time when you felt that you were part of a broader social 
movement and that you could change the world.”

After graduating from Pitzer with majors in education and 
psychology, she earned a master’s degree in educational 
psychology at Stanford and eventually became a lead 
organizer in the pivotal 1987 National March on Washington 
for Lesbian and Gay Rights, and was adviser to the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson during his 1988 presidential campaign, 
writing his policy statements on gay and lesbian rights and 
AIDS policy. She worked for three San Francisco mayors on 
community and economic development issues before taking 
on her current post of executive director of the Walter & Elise 
Haas Fund, a San Francisco-based foundation that assists in 
a multitude of local and social causes.

David continues to volunteer and, as the co-chair of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, which helps train 
the next generation of activists. “It’s a lot of work, but not a 
chore,” she says. “I do it out of an obligation to myself, and 
to my sense of community. Lending my history is part of my 
evolution.”

By Michele Botwin Raphael ’92

Quinn Delaney ’76   

Q uinn Delaney ’76 is committed to ending racism in our country and creating a 

racially just society.

The founder and president of the Akonadi Foundation, 
Delaney works to dismantle structural racism. The 
organization examines what perpetuates racial disparities, 
and has awarded close to $30 million in grants to groups 
working for racial justice. “I’ve seen many successes, 
particularly at the local level,” says Delaney. “The challenge 
is how to amplify and multiply those successes so that we 
can all begin to see how we could live in a world without 
racial oppression.”

An art history major at Pitzer, Delaney says her process of 
looking at the interconnectedness of various institutions that 
cause racial tension grew out of her studies at Pitzer. “The 
field of philanthropy is known for working in silos: there are 
education funders, environmental funders, health funders. I 
try to work across the sectors, zeroing in on where we can 
leverage the intersections to create change,” says Delaney. 
“That’s pure Pitzer.”

The late Professor Werner Warmbrunn influenced her most. 
“His approach was to look at everything that was happening: 
leaders, people, economy, literature, art,” says Delaney. 

An annual poster contest sponsored by the foundation 
underscores her appreciation of art’s role in helping build 
a grass-roots people’s movement. The powerful images 
are distributed in community organizations and in the 
foundation’s public education materials.

Before founding the Akonadi Foundation in 2000, Delaney 
served as the chair of the Northern California affiliate of the 
ACLU for five years, and she has also served on the boards 
of the Oakland Museum of California, the Tides Foundation, 
the Family Violence Law Center and as a Pitzer trustee. She 
received a law degree from the University of Houston and 
practiced public interest law, before opening an aerobics 
studio and taking time off to raise two sons. Her husband, 
Wayne Jordan, a real-estate developer and secretary-
treasurer for the foundation, is active in local, state and 
national politics.

“It is a great achievement to have elected a black man as 
president of the United States,” says Delaney. “But there 
remains a lot of work for all of us to do to create a truly just 
and equitable world.”             

By Michele Botwin Raphael ’92
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Gilbert Gonzales ’03 changes people’s lives every day. 

Gilbert V. Gonzales ’03 

As senior director for the Los Angeles Mayor’s Office 
of Economic and Business Policy, Gonzalez is directly 
responsible for bringing new jobs and businesses to the city 
and saving those at risk. Whether it’s negotiating contracts 
with Intuit, Lucky Brand and Costco—garnering $180 
million in capital investment and creating 950 local jobs—or 
preventing a family-run towing company from going under, 
Gonzales is committed to helping others. “At the end of 
the day, someone will have a job, be able to buy Christmas 
presents, be able to pay for school for their kids,” says 
Gonzales. “It’s those stories of small business owners that 
are really exciting. You see your work right in front of you.”

It wasn’t so long ago that Gonzales changed—and perhaps 
saved—his own life. Raised in a gang-infested area of 
Fresno, his family struggled when his single mother went 
into a two-year coma after a motorcycle accident. Homeless 
at age 15 and again at 17, he dropped out of high school 
and worked at a truck stop to support himself and his two 
brothers. Encouraged by a former football coach, he earned 
his GED and attended junior college before coming to Pitzer, 
where he received financial aid and work study to cover 
much of his tuition.

Upon graduating, Gonzales worked as the Irvine Diversity 
Urban Fellow at Pitzer’s Center for California Cultural & 
Social Issues (CCCSI, now the Community Engagement 
Center), where he created “Borrowed Voices,” a literacy 
program for incarcerated youth, which has since flourished 
to include over 500 students and has received significant 
national grants. He went on to work for the California State 
Senate and several real-estate investment companies before 
joining the Mayor’s Office.

The recipient of the Coro Fellowship in Public Affairs in 2003 
and the Avery China Fellowship in 2004, Gonzales was 
awarded a Marshall Memorial Fellowship this year, which will 
allow him to engage elected officials in Germany, Poland and 
France and bring back ideas to Los Angeles. Gonzales also 
sits on several boards and is the incoming president of the 
Pitzer College Alumni Board of Directors.

“Pitzer is my family and has shaped me into who I am,” says 
Gonzales. “I’m honored to be part of a passionate, caring 
community that shapes the world.”

By Michele Botwin Raphael ’92

Mark Moore ’93 is a citizen of the world. 

Mark Moore ’93 

The founder of the Earthville Network, Moore works to build 
sustainable development, creative collaboration and global 
community in India, Vietnam, the Middle East, Europe and 
the United States. The seeds for Earthville were planted 
nearly 20 years ago when Moore traveled to Nepal as a Pitzer 
student volunteer. “The Nepal program was one of the most 
powerfully formative experiences I’ve had outside the womb,” 
says Moore. “Living with a farming family in a tiny mud hut, I 
was smitten by the kindness and tenacity of the villagers who, 
despite material impoverishment, were more radiantly joyful 
and generous that I’d ever imagined humans could be.”

Moore was also struck by Nepalese traditions of living 
in harmony with nature. “This set me searching for neo-
indigenous solutions: how would traditional wisdom suggest 
we adapt the old recipes for sustainable living to the new and 
rapidly changing world we live in today?” says Moore.

Back at Pitzer, Moore continued organizing the annual music 
festival Kohoutek and other arts events. He graduated with a 
double major in political studies and creative production, and 
returned to Nepal. Four years later, with Dara Ackerman ’93 
and friend Scarth Locke ’93, he launched the first Earthville 

project, the Dharamshala Earthville Institute (DEVI), in the 
Indian Himalayas. DEVI is a community-service, volunteer 
placement, cross-cultural exchange and personal growth 
organization managed by Tibetan refugees and lauded by His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama. 

The Earthville Network has expanded with more than a dozen 
collaborations and initiatives including the Sulha Peace 
Project, Human Family Peace Project nurturing relations 
between the Middle East and the United States; the Lotus and 
Lightning project supporting the Vietnam Fund for Education, 
Music and Infrastructure, and the nonprofit CreatioNation 
music label funding altruistic and artistic endeavors. Their 
latest ventures include the Earthville Orchards, a carbon-
offset and green jobs program that sponsors tree planting 
in India, and the Dharmalaya Institute for Compassionate 
Living, a model campus that provides eco-restorative jobs and 
education for local Himalayan villagers.

 “My aspiration is to keep expanding this global village 
network and creating more and even better opportunities for 
people to connect and serve.” 

By Michele Botwin Raphael ’92



Spring 2011 · 1514 · The Participant

al
um

ni

al
um

ni

Angela Sanbrano ’75 Constance C. Blane Van Eaton ’69 

A ngela Sanbrano ’75 believes in the power of organizing to achieve political peace,             
  justice and change. 

A political activist and leader of immigrant rights groups,  
Sanbrano has dedicated her life to improving conditions for 
Latino communities in the US and Central America.
 
Born in the border town of Juarez, Mexico, Sanbrano 
grew up in El Paso, TX, with her parents, eight siblings 
and extended family. As a psychology major at Pitzer, she 
was inspired to become an activist and value her cultural 
roots. Later, while earning a law degree, she encountered 
Salvadoran refugees fleeing the civil war and recognized the 
need to build a solidarity movement to “prevent a Vietnam-
type war in Central America.” 

In 1985, Sanbrano was elected executive director of the 
Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador and 
traveled throughout the US working to end intervention in 
Central America. After the civil war ended, she moved to 
El Salvador, where she lived for two years and founded 
the International Solidarity Center. “I needed to see how 
the country would go from war to peace, and the process 
reinforced my commitment to democracy,” explains Sanbrano.

Returning to the US, she was named executive director of 
the Central American Resource Center, the largest Central 
American community center in the US. She later assumed 
her current post as president of the National Alliance of 
Latin American and Caribbean Communities, which strives 
to advance immigrants in the US and their home countries. 
Under her leadership, the organization received a 2010 
MacArthur Foundation Award for Creative and Effective 
Institutions.

Sanbrano continues her connection with Pitzer as part of 
community coalition with Professor José Calderón and 
students called “Pomona Habla/Speaks” aimed at stopping 
discriminatory traffic enforcement policies in Pomona. 
“The involvement of Pitzer students in community efforts 
makes a real difference, especially to people who have been 
oppressed and disenfranchised.” 

By Michele Botwin Raphael ’92

C      onstance Blaine Van Eaton ’69 helps those in need through music. 

For more than two decades, Van Eaton performed for 
children and adults in ICU wards, rehabilitation centers and 
rest homes in Colorado. As a volunteer with her Medicine 
Band, she rocked patients in her arms while singing to 
them. The effects were profound. Patients recovering from 
traumatic brain injury, stroke or spinal cord injury responded 
by smiling, trying to sing along, crying and even dancing. 
Some patients in comas opened their eyes. Intrigued by the 
impact of music on brain chemistry and healing, “I became 
addicted to the connection I found with the most intensely 
injured,” says Van Eaton.

She could not have known that the challenges of trauma 
patients would one day become her own. En route to 
a meeting in 2001, her car was hit by a truck and she 
sustained a head and spinal cord injury. Still focused on her 
recovery, Van Eaton plays the piano to promote dexterity in 
her arms and hands.

Van Eaton remains involved with A Better World, a charitable 
music production company she and her husband founded in 
1985. Through their Denver at the Apollo program they have 

worked with hundreds of local inner-city youth. “Music is a 
powerful way to reach young people. In so doing, we hope 
they will carry on the torch toward making a better world in 
their unique way,” explains Van Eaton.

Van Eaton became aware of social and community needs 
as a student at Pitzer. A double major in chemistry and 
sociology, she especially valued the discussions about 
“realities that were not so comfortable about our world” 
in cultural anthropology classes taught by Professor Lee 
Munroe. Her heightened appreciation for individuals’ cultural 
backgrounds and values, she says, later served her in her 
professional work.

As she continues her recovery, Van Eaton and her husband 
are developing their latest venture, Live Interactive Visual 
Immersion Entertainment Shows (LIVIES™), slated to 
premiere soon. Utilizing innovative, experiential technology 
in a dome-like structure, the musical shows intend to “create 
a greater consciousness for a better community and a better 
world.”

By Michele Botwin Raphael ’92
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Pitzer Store items are also available in the Office of College Advancement (first floor, Broad Center) and at the Pit-Stop Café.

Eco-Friendly T-Shirts and Sweatshirts 

Mugs and Water Bottles 

Children’s Clothing, Gifts, Caps and More

pitzer.edu

twitter.com/pitzercollege

facebook.com/pitzercollegealumni

flickr.com/pitzercollege

youtube.com/pitzercollege

new items!
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’68 Deborah Deutsch Smith, a 
member of Pitzer’s board of 

trustees, was invited to attend the 35th 
anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act in Washington DC.

’69 Anne Archer, actress, participated 
in the 2011 Global Action Forum, 

founded to gather celebrities, professional 
athletes, corporate leaders and members of the 
United Nations to take action on urgent social 
issues.

Susan Hall Patron’s book Lucky Breaks, won 
the Commonwealth Club of California’s Gold 
Medal and was selected as a Smithsonian 
Notable Children’s Book. Lucky Breaks is part 
of her Lucky’s Hard Pan trilogy—the final 
installment, Lucky for Good, will be published 
in August 2011.

Laurie Hill Evans visited with Susan Feldman 
Minasian and Lesley Moore after a 40-year 
hiatus. 

Judith Jennings Treas received the Matilda 
White Riley Award for Career Achievement. She 
is a professor of sociology at the University of 
California Irvine.

1970s

’70 Betsy Brown Braun has authored 
two Los Angeles Times bestsellers: 

Just Tell Me What to Say and You’re Not the 
Boss of Me: Brat Proofing Your Kids. She has 
appeared on The Today Show, Good Morning 
America and Dr. Phil, among other programs.

Leslie Dashew received the Family Firm 
Institute Richard Beckhard Practice Award.

Gini Griffin produces paintings, quilts 
and public art thanks to the support and 
encouragement of the Pitzer community. 

Jenifer Mackby lived in France for several 
years and now works at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies in Washington DC. 
She has three grown children. 

’71 Diantha Douglas Zschoche, with 
her husband, recently purchased 

a geodesic dome and runs a woodworking 
business. She also completed a summer 
internship as a hospice chaplain and now 
works as a chaplain for a hospice group. She 
continues to write, and performs poetry.

Judge Mablean Ephriam gave the keynote 
address at the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People’s 41st Annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Freedom Fund Banquet 
Gala.

’72 Diane “Dee” Mosbacher, MD, 
PhD donated $1.5 million to 

establish the Mosbacher/Gartrell Center for 
Media Experimentation and Activism and the 
Mosbacher Fund for Media Studies at Pitzer 
College.

Judith Selby Lang, with husband Richard 
Lang, exhibited “Block Party” in the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art Artists Gallery 
Windows.

’73 Marsha Palitz-Elliott and John 
Palitz-Elliott (CMC ’70) have been 

married for 38 years and continue to enjoy their 
life together—working, traveling, writing and 
involving themselves in progressive political 
issues.

’74 Paula Fouce co-authored Shiva, 
a book about Hindu philosophy, 

and directed and produced four documentary 
films: Naked in Ashes, Origins of Yoga, Song 
of the Dunes and Not in God’s Name. The 
latter aired on PBS. She is the co-chair of 
the Southern Asian Art Council at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art and is writing 
a book, Not in God’s Name. She credits these 
accomplishments to her time studying in Nepal 
as part of Pitzer’s Study Abroad Program.

Cathy Lewis published Small Pieces: Stories 
of Mexico/Pequeños Pedazos: Cuentos de 
Mexico, which contains stories from the states 
of Oaxaca, Veracruz, Jalisco, Guerrero, Chaipas 
and San Luis Potosi.

Elizabeth Russell was named chief executive 
officer of SCAN Health Plan Arizona.

Kathryn Bautista Wolters retired after 30 
years in the telecommunications industry and 
launched County Countess, making historical 
clothing and accessories.

’75 Jeff Gottlieb received the Public 
Service Award from the Los Angeles 

Press Club, the George Polk Award and the 
American Society of Newspaper Editors Award 
for breaking and covering the City of Bell 
scandal story (along with collaborator Ruben 
Vives).

’76 Susan Feniger was named Planned 
Parenthood Los Angeles Chef of 

the Year and she was also honored at the 
First Annual Human Dignity Awards Dinner 
organized by the Program for Torture Victims. 
Her restaurant, The Border Grill, was praised in 
Eating Las Vegas: 50 Essential Restaurants.

Amy Rosen was named to President Obama’s 
Advisory Council on Financial Capability and 
her essay, “Davos 2011: The Final Hours,” was 
published by The Huffington Post. She is the 
president and CEO of the Network for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship.

’77 Jackie Anker completed a half 
marathon and went skydiving in 

2009, and is currently working on her SCUBA 
certification. 

Jean Prinvale Swenk, MD recently moved 
from San Diego to the Bay Area. She works 
with Connections Academy, which establishes 
and operates virtual at-home public schooling.

’79 David H. Wells launched Photo 
Synesi, a premium online service 

that connects aspiring photographers with 
professionals who provide them with critique.

1980s

’80 Kathryn Field retired as deputy 
county executive officer in Riverside 

County in August 2010. 

Barbara Sinor, PhD authored Tales of 
Addiction and Inspiration for Recovery, 
published in May 2010.

 ’81 Ruett Foster, with his wife Rhonda 
’82, was named a Local Hero by 

KCET-TV.

Benjamin Goldfarb was quoted in a USA 
Today story on electric cars.

Joanne McGrady Stern has been married 
for 24 years and has two children, Devon and 
Savannah. She earned an MA in 2006 and 
completed the Disney half-marathon in 2010. 
She trained for the 2011 Los Angeles Marathon 
with Team 2 End AIDS, part of the AIDS Project 
Los Angeles. 

’82 Bridget Baker, president of 
TV network distribution for NBC 

Universal, was among the Hollywood Reporter’s 
“100 Most Powerful Women in Entertainment.” 
Baker is a member of Pitzer’s board of trustees.

Rhonda Foster, with her husband Ruett ’81, 
was named a Local Hero by KCET-TV.

Andy Golden lives in Pasadena with his wife 
and daughters. His company, Golden Imaging, 
provides ultrasound exams for children with 
heart defects.

Matthew Lewis and Loreena White announced 
the birth of their son, Henry Marcus Lewis, in 
November 2010.

’83 Jay Barnes is a software consultant 
to the Berklee College of Music 

in Boston, and designed/launched a line of 
men’s dress shirts: Jay Barnes Dress Shirts. 
He continues to run his foundation, LiveCooler, 
which helps low-income families reduce their 
energy bills.

Link Nicoll published Small Things Considered, 
about the unending pressure faced by parents 
to give their children every advantage.

’86 Yoon Jung Park is a non-resident 
senior research associate at Rhodes 

University in South Africa and an adjunct 

professor at the School of International Service 
at American University. Her book, A Matter 
of Honor: Being Chinese in South Africa, was 
published in 2009. Other recent publications 
include “Faces of China: New Chinese Migrants 
in South Africa” (co-author) and “Boundaries, 
Borders and Borderland Constructions” in 
African Studies.

’87 Dana Levin will publish her third 
poetry collection, Sky Burial, this 

spring. Poems from the book appeared in the 
Paris Review and The Kenyon Review.

’89 Research by James Lange, PhD 
was named by Wired (UK) as one 

of their “25 Big Ideas for 2011.” Lange is an 
adjunct professor at San Diego State University.

Joseph Parker lives in Madrid, Spain, teaches 
at the European University and owns his own 
business.

1990s

’91 Bryan Gibb presented at the Sixth 
Annual World Conference on the 

Promotion of Mental Health. He is the director 
of public education at the National Council for 
Community Behavioral Healthcare.

Charlotte Lagarde produced In The Matter of 
Cha Jung Hee, which appeared on PBS’s POV 
in September 2010.

Seth Leibsohn was named senior policy 
advisor to former senator Rick Santorum’s 
political action committee, America’s 
Foundation.

Kenneth Weisbart was awarded a 2010-11 
Coro Executive Fellowship.

’92 Ale Levi is a forensic interview 
specialist with Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement’s Homeland Security 
Investigations. He resides in Washington DC. 

’94 Max Brooks’s book, World War Z, 
will be made into a film starring 

Brad Pitt. World War Z and his other book, The 
Zombie Survival Guide, both made The New 
York Times bestseller list.

Roxana K. Sanchez was elected the chief 
steward for the California State University 
Employee Union Chapter 319 for the California 
Polytechnic Institute Pomona in 2010.

Guy Whitney published two books: Wings of 
Fancy, a collection of poetry, and Quantum 
God, an exploration of science and theology. He 
has written the Heretics Crusade blog for two 
years and is engaged to marry Alicia Downy in 
May 2011. 

’95 Justin Rood won an Emmy Award 
for producing an ABC News Special 

on the 2008 presidential inauguration.

Jessica Rowland Hazelton is the West Coast 
sales director for Stylus.com and lives in Los 
Angeles with her husband Jim Hazelton, an 
actor, and their son, Finn.

Kim Schoenstadt created a yearlong 
site-specific installation for Los Angeles 
Contemporary Exhibitions.

’96 Kevin De Leon was sworn in as the 
new senator for California’s 22nd 

State Senate District. He previously served as a 
member of the California State Assembly from 
2006 to 2010.

Rebecca Goldfarb exhibited her work at the 
2010 California Biennial at the Orange County 
Museum of Art.

Dolores Roybal Saltarelli and D.J. Saltarelli 
(CMC ‘94) welcomed their second child, 
Niccolo Saltarelli, in October 2010, joining big 
sister Sofia.

’97 Jessica Arciniega married Arthur 
Tomas Hernandez in December 

2010 with Stephanie Reiter-Morrissey ’97, 
Damien Morrissey ’97 and Suzan Pour-Sane 
’97 in attendance. Arciniega practices law with 
Wasserman, Comden, Casselman & Esensten.

’99 Anton A. Hill was a finalist in the 
PAGE International Screenwriting 

Awards and a semi-finalist in Fade In 
Magazine’s Fade In Awards. His short comedy, 
Couple’s Counseling, is available on YouTube.

Laura Moore welcomed Violet Marie, born in 
December 2010.

Peter Mountford authored A Young Man’s 
Guide to Late Capitalism, his debut novel, 
which will be published in April 2011. He 
received grants from the Elizabeth George 
Foundation and the City of Seattle, and 
won Yaddo’s 2010 Wallace Residency for a 
Distinguished Writer.
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2000s

’00 Lauren Johnson founded the 
Orange County Chapter of the 

National Lawyers Guild, a progressive bar 
association committed to human rights in the 
law. 

’01 Ashley Denault and Christian Nagy 
were married in June 2010. They 

live in Providence, RI, where Ashley is a policy 
analyst at a nonprofit organization.

Joanne Forster married Michael Coffin on 
May 30, 2010. Their honeymoon included visits 
to Machu Picchu and a community-owned 
ecological preserve in Bolivia.

Tuan Mai and Sacha Moustakas announced 
the birth of Liem Channing Mai in September 
2010. They live in Oakland where Mai is 
a physical therapist and Moustakas is an 
elementary school teacher.

Crosby Noricks was promoted to senior social 
media manager at Red Door Interactive.

’02 Rashelle Chase married Justin 
Hibbard in December 2010 in 

Hawaii. Several Pitzer alumni celebrated with 
them at a reception in January 2011.

Jessy Kronenberg teaches math and dance 
at a Montessori school in Medellin, Colombia, 
and modern dance at EAFIT University, also in 
Medellin. In 2011, she toured with the Asheville 
Contemporary Dance Theater throughout 
Colombia, dancing and coordinating children’s 
outreach visits. 

Margaret Ogle and husband Noor 
Dphrepaulezz announced the birth of Idris 
Kahiau in November 2010.

Stephen Piacentini and his wife Emma 
welcomed Charlotte Marie Piacentini in 
December 2010.

’04 Hilary Benham-Baker and William 
Benham-Baker were married in 

October 2010.

Chandler Denison earned an MS in wildlife 
science from the University of Missouri, and 
married Lena Westre. 

Alison Gray Skinner and husband Charlie 
welcomed their daughter Maya Lucy into the 
world in March 2010. Alison is currently working 
on an MBA at the University of Washington.

Liz Sheehan married Fernando Castro in August 
2010. Other members of the Class of 2004 
in attendance included Sarah Boster, Lauren 
Healy, Kendra Matton, Jim Spencer and Michelle 
Stroebe.

’05 Alison Skinner and her husband 
are expecting a baby in March. 

Kelly Smith was recently hired as a freelancer 
for AOL’s Echo Park Patch, and will write a 
series, “Think Echo Park.” She will marry William 
Erickson ’05 in April 2011. 

’06 Matthew Turzo received an MBA 
from Imperial College Business 

School. 

’07 Nurjahan (Bruce) Boulden 
welcomed the arrival of Beau 

Boulden.

Carolyn Winick joined the Peace Corps and is 
stationed in Tonga

’08 Nate Adams and Liz Copland were 
married in August 2009 with two 

generations of Pitzer alums in attendance.  

’09 Hillary and ’09 William Benham-
Baker were married in Oakland, 

California in October 2010. In attendance 
were Erin Tyner Egloff ’09, James Bensonpeck 
‘09, Filiberto Nolasco Gomez ’09 and Rachel 
Vandervorst, former Grove House director. 

Fernando Calderon will complete an MA in 
higher education at the Claremont Graduate 
University in May 2011.

Roxy Cruz appeared on NPR’s Latino USA to 
discuss her research in Nepal as a Fulbright 
Scholar.

 

Casey Hood, along with Class of 2009 members 
Quinn Casal, Kira Topik, Morgan de Santo, Jeffrey 
Bandler, Sasha Cohen and Jost Lunstroth, visited 
Roxy Cruz in Nepal on her Fulbright Scholarship.

Samuel Jubelirer and Katherine Hassan were 
married in January 2011 in Pasadena, CA.

Jost Lunstroth is a first-year student at the 
University of Michigan Law School.

Lisette Mendez will receive a master’s degree 
in education in May 2012.

Geraldine O’Sullivan published her 
undergraduate honors research thesis, 
“The Relationship Between Hope, Eustress, 
Self-Efficacy and Life Satisfaction Among 
Undergraduates” in Social Indicators Research. 
Following graduation, she moved to Madrid, 
where she teaches English.

Adam Rosenzweig was accepted to the 
Education Policy and Management Program at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education.

2010s

’10 Andrew Benton works at Dantran 
Media in New York, NY as a publisher 

coordinator.

Megan Dooley was appointed an admission 
counselor at Mills College.

Zoe Fisher serves as a graphic design intern for 
Live365, in the Bay Area.

Amy Jasper is teaching English in Nicosia, 
Cyprus on a Fulbright Fellowship and writes about 
it on her blog, “The Upside of Cyprus.”

James Kang was profiled in Minor League 
Baseball.

Joanne McGrady Stern trained for the Los 
Angeles Marathon with Team 2 End AIDS, a part 
of AIDS Project Los Angeles.

In Memoriam
Kevin Unck ’90 passed away in January 2011 following a bicycling 
accident. He majored in information systems at Pitzer and most recently 
served as director of information technology at Pomona College. Unck ran 
the Back Abbey/Coates Masters Team, was a top racer on the masters 
circuit and was an active member of Cycling Connection, a recreational 
cycling club. Unck is survived by his wife, Liesel, and many family 
members and friends.

Virginia Richards Atherton, widow of John Atherton, Pitzer’s founding 
president, passed away in February 2011 at the age of 90. Atherton was 
an active member of the Pitzer community from 1963 through 2010. 
She invited the John W. Atherton and Esther Stewart Richard Scholarship 
recipients to her home for lunches and dinners, and attended the fall 
2007 opening of new residence halls, one of which was named in her 
honor. Atherton will be remembered as a wry conversationalist, wonderful 
hostess, fantastic bridge player, Claremont historian and beloved member 
of the Pitzer College community. She is survived by children John Jr., 
Thomas and Carolyn; grandchildren Anne, John, Jenne and Matthew; and 
great-grandchildren Esamine, Burdine and Adelle.

Share your accomplishments and milestones. Send them to alumni@pitzer.edu or Pitzer College, Office of Alumni Relations, 1050 North Mills Avenue,  
Claremont, CA 91711-6101. They may be edited for content and length.

Susan Hall Patron ’69.

Violet, daughter 
of Laura Moore ’99.

Matthew Turzo ’06.

Henry, son 
of Matthew 
Lewis ’82.

Charlotte, daughter of 
Stephen Piacentini ’02.

Book by Peter 
Mountford ’99.

Kevin Unck ’90.

Jackie Anker ’77.

Niccolo and 
Sofia, children of 
Dolores Roybal 
Saltarelli ’96.

Nate Adams ’08 and Liz Copland ’08 were married in August 2009.
Standing l-r: Jacob Adams ’78, Betsey Keeler Cheitlin ’78, Emma Norman 
’10, Ken Cheitlin ’78, Holly Carpenter ’08, Nicole Castagnozzi ’09, Sarah 
Farnsworth ’08, Daniel Chazin ’08, Ben White ’08, Paloma Sherman ’08, 
Ben Sargent ’08, Leslie Witherspoon Adams ’78, Janet Kavanaugh Bower 
’76. Sitting (l to r): Kevin Garvey ’08, Nate Adams ’08, Suzy Ackerman ’08.

Virginia Richards 
Atherton.

Geraldine 
O’Sullivan ’09.

Daughters of Marsha 
Palitz-Elliott ’73.

Nurjahan (Bruce) 
Boulden ’07 with her son Beau.

Hillary and ’09 
William Benham-
Baker ’09.

Casey Hood, along with 
Class of 2009 members.

Idris, daughter 
of Margaret 
Ogle ’02.

Yoon Jung Park ’86.
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Mosbacher ’72 Supports Pitzer Media 
Studies Program
Diane “Dee” Mosbacher ‘72 MD, PhD donated $1.5 million to 
establish the Mosbacher/Gartrell Center for Media Experimentation 
and Activism and the Mosbacher Fund for Media Studies at Pitzer 
College.

The Center, named for Mosbacher and her long-time partner Dr. 
Nanette Gartrell, will be located in Pitzer’s new Platinum LEED-
Certified mixed-use residence halls, scheduled to open in fall 2012. 
The Mosbacher Fund will support the Center’s guest speakers, 
workshops, film/video festivals, curriculum projects, community 
outreach and faculty/student research, among other activities.

Of her gift, Mosbacher said, “I’m thrilled that Pitzer College is 
involved in not only artistic filmmaking but filmmaking with purpose. I 
hope this program will allow students to experiment with filmmaking 
with an activism standpoint and learn how to successfully craft the 
message to reach its target audience.”

Mosbacher is the founder of Woman Vision, a nonprofit organization 
that promotes tolerance and equal treatment of all people through 
the production and use of educational media, including video. She 
directed and produced Straight from the Heart, which was nominated 
for an Academy Award. Mosbacher is also a practicing psychiatrist in 
San Francisco.

Ahmanson Foundation $1 Million Gift
Pitzer College was awarded two grants totaling $1 million from the 
Ahmanson Foundation in support of the College’s Media Studies 
Program. 
 
The Media Studies Program at Pitzer has been one of the fastest 
growing majors within the Claremont Colleges consortium. Since 
2004, the number of students majoring in the field has risen 150 
percent and the number of degrees awarded has increased by 
50 percent. The program houses 12 core and 25 affiliated faculty 
members, offers 70 courses per semester and operates a Production 
Center.

A state of the art space for the media studies program will be located 
in a new platinum LEED-certified multi-use facility that will open in 
fall 2012.

Generous Gift from Gloria Gold P’74
Gloria Gold P’74 donated $1 million to Pitzer, in support of the 
renovation of the Gold Student Center.

Gold’s daughter, Melinda Gold Wiltsie ’74, attended Pitzer as a 
transfer student, and the Gold family’s long relationship with Pitzer 
began. Gloria’s husband, Peter Gold, joined the Pitzer College Board 
of Trustees in 1976, and served as chair from 1985-1991. Melinda 
served on the board from 1997 to 2003. The Gold’s daughter-in-law, 
Vicki Kates Gold, succeeded her, serving since 2006. 

The Gold’s many gifts to Pitzer College include funds for the Gold 
Student Center, which opened in 1995, the Peter and Gloria Gold 
Scholarship and the Peter and Gloria Gold Professorship. They also 
contributed a major gift to Phase I of the College’s Residential Life 
Project, which opened in 2008. 

Construction Begins on New Mixed-Use 
Residence Halls
In December 2010, Pitzer broke ground on four new residence halls, 
launching Phase II of its Residential Life Project. The new buildings 
will house 308 students, the Mosbacher/Gartrell Center for Media 
Experimentation and Activism, the Office of Study Abroad, seminar 
rooms, a digital photography lab, an art gallery and the Pitzer archives. 
It will also include a demonstration kitchen, three apartments for live-in 
staff, faculty-in-residence and a visiting faculty member. Study rooms 
and lounges, along with decks, balconies and other outdoor spaces will 
be incorporated.

Some of the sustainable features include collection and use of solar 
energy, a gray water reclamation system, low-flow water fixtures, 
drip irrigation and drought-tolerant landscaping. Before construction 
began, the College employed a botanist and a biologist to ensure the 
identification, protection and relocation of sensitive flora and fauna in 
the area. 

Once completed in 2012, Pitzer will be able to house approximately 
93 percent of its students on campus, up from 78 percent, and the 
College expects to be awarded a platinum LEED rating for the project, 
the highest designation possible. 

More information, architect renderings, floor plans and pictures can be 
found at www.pitzer.edu/offices/facilities/construction_projects. 

What’s new at Pitzer?

Elders-in-Residence Program
In February, the Community Engagement Center (CEC) at Pitzer 
launched the Elders-in-Residence Program, which was the brainchild of 
Pitzer students and local Native American elders. Each Friday afternoon 
during the semester, an elder is available to all students, staff faculty 
and community members to answer questions and offer support. The 
Pitzer campus sits on the ancestral lands of the Gabrieleno/Tongva 
Band of Mission Indians, and the region is home to several other Native 
American tribes.

Organized by Scott Scoggins, the CEC’s tribal liaison and urban 
fellow, spring 2011 participating elders included Julia Bogany of the 
Gabrieleno/Tongva Band of Mission Indians, Robertjohn Knapp of the 
Ohlone Bear/Seneca, Lorene Sisquoc of the Fort Sill Apache Tribe and a 
descendant of the Mountain Cahuilla of Southern California.

The Elders-in-Residence Program complements Pitzer’s Native Pipeline 
to College, which brings Native American high school students to 
campus for a three-week summer school course designed to prepare 
them for success in college, and its partnership with the Costanoan 
Rumsen Carmel Tribe, which works with tribal members to educate the 
community on their rich heritage.

Diane “Dee” Mosbacher ’72.Peter and Gloria Gold P’74.
Drawing of Pitzer’s new 
residence halls.

Elders-in-Residence Julia Bogany meets with students.
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Jonathan Zimmerman at a Munroe Center symposium.

Munroe Center Launches “Schooling in 
Mass Societies” Series
The Munroe Center for Social Inquiry (MCSI), directed by Daniel Segal, 
the Jean Pitzer Professor of Anthropology and Historical Studies, 
continued its programming in spring 2011 with “Schooling in Mass 
Societies,” a semester-long series of public lectures and related events 
on current debates about educational policy and the study of schooling.

Other events in the series included:

“The Birds, the Bees and the World: How Sex Education Encircled the 
Globe,” Jonathan Zimmerman, New York University

“Should Affirmative Action Be Based on Race or Class?” Richard 
Kahlenberg, the Century Foundation

“How Television Thwarted Busing for School Desegregation,” Matthew 
Delmont, Scripps College

“A New War on Poverty: On Equality and Opportunity in America,” 
Jonathan Kozol, The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid 
Schooling in America

Pictures and videos from MCSI events can be found at www.flickr.com/
pitzercollege and www.youtube.com/pitzercollege.

Green Bike Program Celebrates 
First Decade
Founded by students in 2001, Pitzer’s Green Bike Program (GBP) is 
student-run and promotes cycling, bike safety and sustainability at The 
Claremont Colleges. 

The GBP encourages eco-friendly transportation by organizing biking 
events, giving bike repair lessons and free access to bikes and bike 
tools. 

Launched by Joey Haber, Gus Porter and Fritz Rice, with support from 
Professor Albert Wachtel and funding from the EcoCenter, the GBP has 
been providing free loaner bikes and free/low-cost repairs for a decade. 
At the end of each semester, the GBP refurbishes bikes confiscated by 
Campus Safety and later raffles them at no charge. Students get free 
bikes and the bikes are saved from the landfill.

The GBP typically has between 12 and 20 active members who work in 
the shop, located between the Gold Student Center and Atherton Hall. 
They normally service about 10 bikes a day—the usual problem is a 
flat tire—and maintain a fleet of 10 day-use bikes and eight for Friday 
afternoon bike-polo matches.

President Trombley Paperback Released
On March 7, 2011, the paperback edition of Mark Twain’s Other 
Woman: The Hidden Story of His Final Years was released by Vintage/
Anchor. This is President Trombley’s fifth book.

Mark Twain’s Other Woman uncovers the carefully hidden truth of 
Twain’s last years and the vital role played by Isabel Von Kleek Lyon, 
his personal secretary. In Twain’s final decade, Lyon was his constant 
companion. She handled his finances and schedule, nursed him 
through illnesses, ran his household and traveled with him.
Yet, Twain forced her to marry a man she did not love, fired her, bought 
her a house and took it back, publicly denounced her and blackmailed 
her. Obsessed, Twain wrote about Lyon for hours every day.

Through Lyon’s hidden papers, journals and letters, Mark Twain’s Other 
Woman uncovers the secrets Lyon held—and Twain’s efforts to silence 
her—and details their close and ultimately destructive relationship.

The hardcover edition of Mark Twain’s Other Woman sold out, and 
President Trombley traveled the country speaking about the book and 
Pitzer College.

Ten Years of Center for Asian Pacific 
American Students 
Founded in 2001, the Center for Asian Pacific American Students 
(CAPAS) plays a vital role in campus life, contributing to the College’s 
social engagement and diversity.

Launched by students, CAPAS was assisted by a grant from the Irvine 
Foundation in 2002, and in 2003 founded its newsletter, annual open 
house and Asian Pacific American and Senior Recognition Dinner, 
among other programs that have continued.

Other CAPAS accomplishments include raising funds for tsunami 
relief in partnership with the American Red Cross, hosting the 
Fil-I-Am benefit for typhoon survivors and establishing the annual 
Filipino American History Month and Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month celebrations. In 2009, CAPAS was named one of the “Top Ten 
Colleges for Asian American Pacific Islander Students” by Asian Pacific 
Americans for Progress. CAPAS is directed by Stephanie Velasco 
Poserio. 

Said President Laura Skandera Trombley: “On behalf of the entire Pitzer 
community, I thank CAPAS for its many contributions, those from the 
last ten years and those to come.”

The CAPAS ten-year commemoration book and video can be found at 
pitzer.edu/capas.

President Trombley’s book. Green Bike Program headquarters.
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Three Shows at Pitzer Art Galleries 
The Pitzer Art Galleries, curated by Ciara Ennis, exhibited three shows 
during the fall 2010 and spring 2011 semesters. The fall exhibit, Bas 
Jan Ader: Suspended Between Laughter and Tears, was mounted in 
collaboration with the Claremont Museum of Art and brought together 
video, photography, installations and archived material of Bas Jan 
Ader, a conceptual artist. An award-winning documentary about Bas 
Jan Ader and a panel discussion was also held. This exhibit will travel 
to Museo de Arte Zapopan in Mexico in summer 2011.

Photographs can be seen at flickr.com/pitzercollege.

In spring 2011, the Galleries were home to two exhibits: Kimball 
1901- and Worker. Kimball 1901- featured stop-motion animation 
on video and silk-screen printed anagrams to create a portrait of the 
artist’s absent neighbor through a lifetime of her discarded books 
and abandoned parlor piano. Worker, by James Gilbert and Jennifer 
Vanderpool, was the fifth installment in the Galleries’ Emerging 
Artist Series. It paid homage to the artists’ mothers and their 
anonymous Los Angeles garment district counterparts in the 1950s. 
Performance-based, it included sculptural elements, video and audio 
and an anthropomorphic sculpture of used clothing.

Exhibit catalogues can be found at www.pitzer.edu/offices/galleries.

Worker at the Pitzer Art Galleries.

Bas Jan Ader at the Pitzer Art Galleries. Kimball 1901- at the Pitzer Art Galleries.

Event Wrap-Up
On November 3, the Claremont Colleges Entertainment Mafia 
celebrated their third anniversary with a gathering at the Downtown 
Independent Theater in Los Angeles. The event featured a talk and 
Q&A with John Landgraf ’84, president and general manager of FX 
Networks.

On November 5, the Latina/o Student Union held their Dia de los 
Muertos Benefit Dinner, featuring food, art, music and the group 
Danza Azteca.

The Second Annual Mini Festival of Recent Asian American Films 
was held on November 5-6. Organized by students in the “Asian 
Americans in Media” course, taught by Associate Professor Ming-
Yuen S. Ma, the festival also featured discussions with filmmakers.

The Second Annual Costanoan Rumsen Tribe 5K Race was held on 
November 6. Co-Sponsored by Pitzer’s Community Engagement 
Center, the race benefited the Costanoan Rumsen Wellness Center in 
Pomona. The race was followed by a festival featuring performances, 
food and information booths.

On November 11, Dr. Michael Tobias, president and CEO of 
the Dancing Star Foundation, gave a talk on “Thinking About 
Sustainability: Ethics, Economics and the Biology of Nations” and 
screened the documentary Hotspots. Tobias is the recipient of the 
Courage of Conscience Award and the Parabola Focus Award.

Throughout the fall 2010 semester, the Fletcher Jones Language 
and Culture Lab presented “Food on Film,” a bi-monthly screening of 
cinematic perspectives on food. Films screened included Like Water 
for Chocolate, Eating Raoul and Eat, Drink, Man, Woman.

On November 29, Cecilia Garcia, a Chumash medicine woman, gave 
a lecture and demonstration on “The Healer and Healing Plants: A 
Creative Relationship.” 

Shihan VanClief, a National Poetry Slam champion and three-
time National Poetry Slam Finalist, performed at Pitzer College on 
November 30. VanClief was featured on six seasons of HBO’s Def 
Poetry Jam, and appears in SP!T, a documentary about spoken word.

On December 2, Jim Hoste, professor of mathematics, spoke on 
“How I Built My First Guitar.” Following the discussion, he gave a 
mini-concert on the guitar he built. This “Expand Your Mind” event 
was organized by Faculty-in-Residence Daniel Segal, the Jean Pitzer 
Professor of Anthropology and Historical Studies.

On January 20, the Munroe Center for Social Inquiry (MCSI), directed 
by Daniel Segal, the Jean Pitzer Professor of Anthropology and 
Historical Studies kicked off its spring 2011 series, “Schooling in 
Mass Societies” with “The Birds, the Bees and the World: How Sex 
Education Encircled the Globe” with Jonathan Zimmerman, professor 
of education at New York University. It was followed on February 
1 with “Current Issues in Research on the History of Schooling.” 
On February 8, Pedro Noguera, the Peter L. Agnew Professor of 
Education at New York University, speaking on “Creating the Schools 
We Need.” On March 1, Shalini Shankar discussed “Style and 
Language Use Among Youth of the New Immigration,” and on March 
8, Richard Kahlenberg, senior fellow at the Century Foundation, 
spoke on “Should Affirmative Action Be Based on Race or Class?” 

Pictures and videos from MCSI events can be found at www.flickr.
com/pitzercollege and www.youtube.com/pitzercollege.

On January 24, the Pitzer Literary Series, organized by Assistant 
Professor Brent Armendinger, brought Sesshu Foster to campus. 
Foster received the 2010 National Book Award, the 2009 Asian 
American Literary Award for Poetry and the 2006 Believer Magazine 
Book Award. He is the author of World Ball Notebook, Atomic Aztex 
and City Terrace: Field Manual and teaches in East Los Angeles.

On January 24, the Community Engagement Center presented 
“Promote American Indian Access to Higher Education!” which 
gathered activists to develop strategies and take action promoting 
higher education for Native Americans.

On January 26, “Rethinking the War on Terror: Gender, the Law, 
Immigration, State Terror and Economics” was held in cooperation 
with the Intercollegiate Women’s Studies Program of the Claremont 
Colleges and co-organized by Professor Joseph Parker. This was the 
first in a series of events, which included discussions and/or film 
screenings on “Gender and the War on Terror,” “Legal Issues and the 
War on Terror,” “State Terror in Honduras,” “The War on Terror and 
Immigration” and “The Economics of the War on Terror.” 

On January 28, “The Politics of Race, Immigration and Ethnicity 
Consortium,” co-organized by Professor Adrian Pantoja, was held, 
featuring research by eleven scholars from around the country.

On February 1, Pitzer welcomed Amy Wilentz, author of The Rainy 
Season: Haiti—Then and Now to discuss “Haiti After the Earthquake.” 
She is a long-time contributor to The Nation and teaches at the 
University of California Irvine.

On February 3, alumni and members of the Class of 2011 gathered 
to network and socialize. The event featured alums with careers 
in media, community activism, the environment, public service, 
education and public health. See the photos at www.flickr.com/
pitzercollege.
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On February 9, Edgar Heap of Birds, artist and professor of Native 
American studies at the University of Oklahoma, joined the Pitzer 
community for a Visiting Artist Lecture.

On February 9, the 2011 Spanish Language Film Series was 
launched with a screening of Novia Que Te Vea. Other films shown 
in the series include El Norte, The Visitor and Nueva Yol, Maria Ilena 
Eres de Gracia, La Ciudad, Machuca and Volver.

On February 11, the Second Annual Pitzer International Extravaganza 
was held. Organized by the Office of Study Abroad, the dinner 
brought together Pitzer study abroad alumni, new domestic and 
international exchange students and Pitzer faculty and staff.

On February 18, Pitzer welcomed parents and family members to 
campus for Family Weekend. Events included a student photography 
exhibit, a state of the college address by President Laura Skandera 
Trombley, “Parent College” sessions and a walking tour featuring 
Pitzer’s sustainable landscaping. Find pictures at www.flickr.com/
pitzercollege. 

On February 19, Pitzer hosted an exclusive production of Steve 
Allen’s “Meeting of Minds,” featuring Charles Shaughnessy P’12 (The 
Nanny) and Barbara Bain (Mission: Impossible).

On February 23, Pitzer welcomed Juan de Lara ’95 to discuss 
“Remapping Social, Economic and Racial Justice in Inland Southern 
California.” He is an Andrew Mellon Teaching Fellow at the University 
of Southern California and a Rhodes Scholar.

On February 25, the 2011 Nonprofit and Public Service Career Fair 
was held on the Pitzer campus. Open to all 5-C students, the Fair 
welcomed employers like the American Red Cross, City Year, the Fund 
for Public Interest, Green Corps, the Peace Corps, the Housing Rights 
Center and the US Department of State.

On March 2, Casey Scieszka ’06 returned to campus to discuss 
and sign her book, To Timbuktu, which chronicles her travels as a 
Fulbright Fellow and beyond.

On March 7, Pitzer welcomed Vanessa Hidary, the “Hebrew Mamita,” 
for a spoken word performance followed by an open mic session. 
This event was sponsored by the Feminist Coalition, Hillel, Social 
Activities Committee and the Jewish Student Life Committee.

On March 9, Chef Kristine Kidd discussed and signed her book, 
Weeknight Fresh & Fast: Healthy Meals for Every Night of the Week 
and offered a special menu from the cookbook.

On March 10, Angelica Salas of the Coalition for Humane Immigrants 
Rights led a discussion on “ICE Raids and Latina Immigrant Workers,” 
sponsored by Women’s Studies, Chicano Studies and the Campus 
Life Committee.

On March 15, Pitzer alumni and friends gathered in Seattle, WA for 
food, wine and conversation at the home of David Neubert ’88 and 
Natalie Neubert.

On March 26, the Fourth Annual Rockabilly Festival was held on 
campus, organized by the Latina/o Student Union.

Meeting of Minds performance.

2011 Nonprofit and Public 
Service Career Fair.

2011 Family Weekend.

Amy Wilentz.

Fourth Annual Rockabilly Festival. 

See more pictures of these events and others at Flickr.com/pitzercollege. Videos of some events are available at YouTube.com/pitzercollege. 
For more information on Pitzer events and news, please visit www.pitzer.edu.

Pitzer Mixer.

Dia de los Muertos gathering.

Pitzer alumni and friends 
gathered in Seattle.
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Faculty Publications 
Bill Anthes (art and art history) co-authored Reframing Photography: 
Theory and Practice, published by Routledge.

Brent Armendinger (English and world literature) co-authored “A 
la Recherche d’Rechercher: Six Collages,” which appeared in Court 
Green and authored “This Is What I Have Been Made For” published 
in Volt.

Michael Ballagh (Office of Study Abroad) co-authored “The
Ethnorelative Engineer: Culturally Immersive Study Abroad Programs
for Engineering Students,” published in the Institute of International
Education Networker.

Martha Barcenas-Mooradian (Community Engagement Center)
wrote “La Faz Social de un Huracan: Un Modelo de Opresion, Turismo
y Lucha en Cancun” in Genero en la Epoca de la Globalizacion:
Miradas desde el Mundo Maya and “Leadership from the Bottom:
A Case Study of the Women of Matlaquiahuitl” in Women of Color:
Taking Their Rightful Place in Leadership.

Nigel Boyle (political studies) wrote “What Soccer Teaches Us About 
Europe, and What European Studies Teaches Us About Soccer,” 
published in Connections: European Studies Annual, the journal of the 
Rocky Mountain European Scholars Consortium.

José Zapata Calderón (sociology and Chicano studies) published 
“Perspective-Taking as a Tool for Building Democratic Societies” in 
Diversity and Democracy: Civic Learning for Shared Futures.

Carmen Fought (linguistics) wrote “Contact and Ethnicity,” published 
in The Handbook of Language Contact.

Judith Grabiner (mathematics) wrote A Historian Looks Back: 
The Calculus as Algebra and Selected Writings, published by the 
Mathematical Association of America. She also authored “How To 
Teach Your Own Liberal Arts Course,” published by the Journal of 
Humanistic Mathematics. Best Writing in Mathematics, 2010, included 
Grabiner’s article “Why Did Lagrange ‘Prove’ the Parallel Postulate?”

Mary Hatcher-Skeers (joint science) co-authored A Pocket Guide to 
Biomolecular NMR, published by Springer-Verlag.

Melinda Herrold-Menzies (environmental analysis) authored 
“Reading the Tea Leaves—Interpreting the Meaning and 
Significance of China’s Climate Commitments: Blog Review of China 
Environmental Law and the Green Leap Forward,” published in Asian 
Politics and Policy.

Ethel Jorge (Spanish) authored “Assessing the Value of a 
Community-Based Approach to Language and Cultural Learning: 
A Longitudinal Study,” published in the Journal of Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning.

Alexandra Juhasz (media studies) authored Learning from YouTube, 
a video book published by MIT Press.

Jesse Lerner (media studies) wrote “Nuevo Documental Mexicano,” 
published in Mexico Imaginado: Nuevos Enfoques Sobre el Cine (Trans)
nacional.

Ming-Yuen S. Ma (media studies) co-authored “Specters of Memory: 
An Artist Statement (Displaced)” in Hong Kong Screenscapes, 
published by the University of Hong Kong Press.

Ronald Macaulay (linguistics, emeritus) authored Seven Ways of 
Looking at Language, published by Palgrave Macmillan. His chapter, 
“Dialect,” was published in Change: Pragmatic Perspectives.

Milton Machuca (Spanish) completed A Country Auction Study Film: 
Reflexive Musing, a documentary co-directed with Jay Ruby (Center 
for Visual Arts), distributed by Documentary Educational Resources 
(DER).

David Moore (psychology) co-authored “Neural Re-Use as a Source 
of Developmental Homology” published in Behavioral and Brain 
Sciences and “Mental Rotation of Dynamic, 3-Dimensional Stimuli by 
Three-Month Old Infants” published in Infancy.
 
Lee Munroe (anthropology) wrote “Following the Whitings: The 
Study of Male Pregnancy Symptoms,” published in the Journal of 
Cross-Cultural Psychology. He co-authored “John Wesley Mayhew 
Whiting: A Biographical Memoir,” which appeared in the National 
Academy of Sciences Memoirs. His review of the Handbook of Cultural 
Developmental Science appeared in Ethos.

Daniel Segal (anthropology) authored “Sempre Fedele al Genere 
Umano,” published in Contemporanea. Rivista di Storia dell ’800 e del
‘900.

Susan Seymour (anthropology) published “Environmental Change, 
Family Adaptations and Child Development: Longitudinal Research 
in India” in the Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology. She wrote a 
commentary, “Who, How, What & Why? Re: Mothering as Everyday 
Practice,” published in Ethos.

Erich Steinman (sociology) authored “Obama Administration Policy 
Toward American Indians and Tribal Nations” in the Journal of Race 
and Policy and “Sovereigns and Citizens? The Contested Status of 
American Indian Tribal Nations and their Members” in Citizenship 
Studies.

Laura Skandera Trombley (English and world literature) authored Mark 
Twain’s Other Woman: The Hidden Story of His Final Years, released as a 
paperback by Vintage in March 2011.

Albert Wachtel (creative studies) wrote “Rapaccini’s Daughter,” published 
in Masterplots, and “Modernists,” published in Critical Survey of Poetry. 
“Oresteia,” “Electra” “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf” and “Dubliners” were 
reprinted by Masterplots.

Phil Zuckerman (sociology) wrote “Atheism and Society,” published in 
Open Questions: Diverse Thinkers Discuss God, Religion and Faith. His 
essay, “Imagine No Religion,” ran in the Huffington Post.

Faculty Achievements
Bill Anthes (art and art history) was invited to lecture at the Department 
of American Studies and Native American Initiatives at the University of 
Notre Dame. His talk was entitled “Edgar Heap of Birds at Home and 
Abroad.”

Brent Armendinger (English and world literature) presented 
“Disappearing Acts, or Unbelonging in the Archive” at the Association of 
Writers and Writing Programs Annual Conference.

Michael Ballagh (Office of Study Abroad) presented “Igniting Change:
The Goals of Foundation Funding to Institutions of Higher Education
in the US” at the Association for the Study of Higher Education Annual
Conference.

Mita Banerjee (psychology) launched a blog, “Childmuse,” covering 
academic views on developmental psychology.

Martha Barcenas-Mooradian (Community Engagement Center)
presented “Connecting Local-Global Communities through Revitalization
and Re-Valorization of Indigenous Knowledge: The Case of Pitzer
College (California), Santa Maria la Alta (Puebla) and Temixco (Morelos)”
at Community University Partnerships: Bringing Global Perspectives
to Local Action. She also presented “Revitalization and Preservation
of Indigenous Knowledge through Engaged Pedagogies: A Nahuatl
Pilot Program Connecting Southern California and Puebla” and
“Preserving Oral Wisdom Traditions through Literature and Community-
Based Approaches: The Role of the Community in Academia” at the
American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese Southern
California Chapter conference. Additionally, she presented “Indigenous
Communities Across Borders and Languages” at the Tribal Nations,
Indian Communities and Higher Education Collaborations Conference.
She is a member and officer of the Board of Directors of Crossroads and
serves on its Education Committee.

Tim Berg (art) curated the 67th Scripps Ceramic Annual and spoke 
on “Just for Fun.” He exhibited his sculpture at Art Palm Beach and at 
Littlest Sister, Spinello Gallery.

Nigel Boyle (political studies) gave the keynote address, “Through a 
Soccer Prism: What World Cup and Champions League Soccer Teaches 
Us About Contemporary Europe,” at the Rocky Mountain European 
Scholars Consortium Annual Conference. He organized and will lead 
a teacher institute at the Claremont International Studies Education 
Project, with Michelle Dymerski, the Project’s director. The teacher 
institute will include nine workshops and talks on “The World Since 
1863: World History Through a Soccer Prism,” “Soccer Cultures and 
Contemporary California” and Soccer as a Vehicle for Social Change.” 
Boyle will lead some of the institute attendees on a study-tour of 
Germany during the Women’s World Cup.

Emily Chao (anthropology) presented “Capitalizing on Ethnicity: Agency 
and the Recirculation of Marginality in China’s Southwest” at the 
American Anthropological Association.

José Zapata Calderón presented “Essential Dimensions and Enhancing 
Practices of Democratic Engagement” at Civic Learning and Democratic 
Engagement at the Department of Education in Washington DC and 
“Trends in Immigration Rights Organizing” at Walk in My Shoes: An 
Immigration Conversation Conference. Additionally, he was named to the 
advisory board of the MIT Community Innovators Lab.

Paul Faulstich (environmental analysis) continued his appointments 
on the Fulbright National Screening Committee: Australia, and on the 
editorial board of Rock Art Research. He was awarded a $10,000 
grant from the William Waterman Jr. Memorial Fund in support of the 
Leadership in Environmental Education Partnership (LEEP) at Pitzer 
College. Additionally, Faulstich was appointed to the Australian Research 
Council, which advances Australian research and innovation.

Carmen Fought (linguistics) presented “Language and Ethnicity in 
Disney” at the 39th New Ways of Analyzing Variation (NWAV39).

Sarah Gilman (joint science) presented “The Effect of Temperature on 
the Feeding Behavior of the Intertidal Snails Nucella Ostrina and Nucella 
Lamellosa” at the Western Society of Naturalists Annual Meeting. The 
poster was co-authored with students.

Judith Grabiner (mathematics) was appointed to the Haimo Teaching 
Award Committee by the Mathematical Association of America.

Melinda Herrold-Menzies presented “Critical Environmental Problems 
Facing China Today” at the National Committee on US-China Relations 
Town Hall.

Ethel Jorge (Spanish) was invited to curate a special issue of Hispania: 
“The Scholarship of Community Engagement,” focusing on experiential 
learning linked to the community, service learning, volunteerism related 
to language learning, languages for special purposes and related topics.

Jesse Lerner (media studies) participated in a panel discussion of 
Fernando de Fuentes at the Autry National Center, and presented 
at the Cine a Contracorrienta Conference at the Centro Cultural 
Contemporaneo Barcelona, the Teotihuacan: Media and Power in 
the City of Gods Conference at the Freie Universität Berlin and the 
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Gifts to the Annual Fund provide financial 
assistance to deserving students who would 

otherwise not be able to pursue a Pitzer College 
education. For Pitzer to continue to be a leader in 

higher education and an example to the world, we 
need your donation.

 
If at least 35% of alumni and parents make a gift 
to Pitzer by June 30, 2011, the Board of Trustees 
will celebrate the achievement by contributing an 
additional $100,000 to support current students.

 
The power to positively impact student life at 

Pitzer is in your hands.

Make your 2010-11 Annual Fund 
contribution today!

 
Visit www.pitzer.edu/onlinegiving or call us 

toll-free at 877.357.7479.

Support the 2011 
Pitzer College 
Annual Fund. 
Transform 
the world.

Reframing 
Photography: 
Theory and 
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co-authored by 
Bill Anthes.

Mark Twain’s 
Other Woman by 
Laura Skandera 
Trombley.

Alternative Projects Conference at the University of Southern 
California. He lectured on “Modernism’s Ruins: Appropriations of 
Ancient Mesoamerica” at the Getty Research Institute. Lerner’s 
work was exhibited at the International Film Festival Rotterdam, the 
Antimatter Film Festival in Canada, the Morelia International Film 
Festiva in Mexico, the DeYoung Museum in San Francisco, and 
at San Francisco State University, and was a part of Vanguardia 
Estridentista: Soporte de la Estetica Revolucionaria at Pinocoteca 
Diego Rivera in Mexico. Lerner also was awarded an Andy Warhol 
Foundation/Arts Writers Grant.

Ming-Yuen S. Ma (media studies) participated in a panel discussion 
on issues of Asian Pacific Islanders in cinema, organized by API 
Equality. His work was exhibited at the Los Angeles Gay and 
Lesbian Centeras part of “Queeries Vol. 2” as well as in 2010 
Xcentric at the Center of Contemporary Culture of Barcelona. Ma’s 
was interviewed for “On the Loose: FREEWAVES and 20 Years 
of Media Arts,” a book and DVD. He served as a respondent on 
the panel “Asian Gay Circuits: Rerouting Media, Mobilities and 
Intimacies” at the Eighth Crossroads in Cultural Studies Conference.

Milton Machuca (Spanish) organized and presented “A Country 
Auction: Then and Now,” an invited roundtable session (Visual 
Anthropology) at the 190th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association. He also presented “Upe! Of GIS and 
Oral History in Baru, Costa Rica” at the International Place Lunch 
and Conversation Program at Claremont McKenna College.

Jessica McCoy (art) exhibited “Au Naturel: Nude in the 21st 
Century” at the Clatsop Community College Art Center in Astoria, 
OR and “Dollhouse” at ARC Gallery in San Francisco. She also 
presented “Neighborhood Reconstructed” at Mosaika Studio in 
Montreal, Quebec.

Kathryn Miller (art) exhibited “Seduction and Discord in the Frozen 
Dinner” at Davidson Library at the University of California Santa 
Barbara. Her work was included in Trespass: A History of 
Un-Commissioned Urban Art published by Taschen Books.

David Moore (psychology), along with colleagues from Scripps 
College and Claremont McKenna College, was awarded a three-
year grant from the National Science Foundation. Additionally, 
he received another grant from the National Science Foundation 
to organize an international workshop. Moore also spoke on “On 
Heritability and ‘Inheritability:’ How Behavior Contributes to Genetic 

Expression” at a meeting of the California Association for Behavior 
Analysis and on “The Epigenetic Revolution: Changing Views of 
Biopsychological Inheritance, and What It All Means for Society” at 
the UCLA Center for Society and Genetics.

Peter Nardi (sociology, emeritus) writes a regular column for Miller 
McCune’s online magazine.

Joseph Parker (international and intercultural studies) spoke on 
“Gendered Subaltern Practices Trouble Democratic Claims” at the 
National Women’s Studies Association National Meeting.
 
Daniel Segal (anthropology) presented “Some Thoughts on 
Tocqueville’s Vision of the Trajectory of Human History” at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association and 
“Economic Knowledge, Capitalist Mythologies—Regarding Supply 
and Demand, for Instance” at the Eisenberg Institute for Historical 
Studies at the University of Michigan.
 
Rudy Volti (sociology, emeritus) chaired the panel “Technology 
across Borders” at the Society for the History of Technology 
Conference and served as the discussant.

Albert Wachtel (creative studies) will conduct a seminar on the 
fiction of James Joyce at Universitat Koblenz-Landau from May 16 
to June 11, 2011.

Andre Wakefield (history) participated in “A Roundtable Discussion 
of The Disordered Police State by Andre Wakefield” at the German 
Studies Association Annual Meeting. He was invited to present 
the papers “Leibniz and the Universal Local” at the Earth Sciences 
Global Workshop at York University in Toronto and “Matter, 
Mechanism and Monads” at the Alchemy and Economy Workshop 
at the Huntington Library in Pasadena.

Phil Zuckerman (sociology) presented “Atheism, Secularity and 
Societal Well-Being” at the Center for Inquiry, “Samfund Uden Gud,” 
at Ega Gymnasium in Denmark, “Religion in Denmark and the USA” 
at Viby Gymnasium in Denmark, “Why Is Denmark So Irreligious” at 
A.P. Møllers Gymnasium in Germany, “Contemporary Apostasy” at 
the University of Aarhus and “Atheism and Religion in Denmark” at 
Folkeuniversitet in Denmark.

Seven Ways 
of Looking 
at Language 
by Ronald 
Macaulay.
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