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jr01n tbe EDITORS 

CHANGE IS a popular word this year, although it is not new to the 
lexicon of Pitzer College. John Atherton, the first president of the 
College, brought forth the notion that Pitzer's mandate is to "change 
the universe." 

Pitzer students initiate change on campus and in the community 
and continue tO do so as alumni by impacting the world as informed 
citizens and becoming what Mahanna Gandhi called " the change you 
wish to see tn the world." 

No matter what careers Pitzer graduates select-public service, law, 
teachil1g, social work, or nonprofit management, to name a few-they 
aspire to create a more hwnanistic and compassionate place for people 
to coexist and flow·ish. 

Social and political activism have long been a hallmark of d1e Pitzer 
experience. Students learn to question what seems unjust and inequitable 
as well as to expend the effort to passionately bring about meaningful 
change dwough collective action and grassroots organization. 

It is much easier to maintain the status quo than it is to compel 
change, but that is not the Pitzer way The stories of Pitzer alrn1mi and cur
rem students appearing herein offer only a small glimpse of the commit
ment and years of hard work d1at have driven change for a better world. 

Susan Andrews 
Editor 

Emily Cavalcanti 
Managing Editor 

NOTE: Student artwork featured in the 2007 President's Annual Report and Honor Roll Included mosaic tile 
work by Daniela Fleischaker Suarez '04 and a mural painting by Sonya Angelica Diehn '98. Additional artwork 
was completed by students In the Mixing It Up: Advanced Mixed Media and Ceramics course taught by 
Professor Emeritus of Art David Furman and Professor of Art Kathryn Miller. 



PRESIDENT'S colu1nn 

The Promise of Change 
CHANGE IS a state 
of being that colleges 
know well. Each year, 
new smdents arrive 
and seniors graduate. 
New courses are 
continually added to 
d1e curriculum, 
tenure-track faculty 
are hired and senior 
faculty retire. 

At Pitzer College, with our long-tin1e 
emphasis on interdisciplinarity and field group 
stmcmre, railier ilian the traditional model of 
separate disciplines and individual departments, 
change is actively encouraged and embraced. 
This should come as no surprise at an institution 
whose motto is Provida Futuri, Mindful of ilie 

' ' Pitzer students are 
not intimidated by change, 
instead, after experiencing 
a transformational educa-
tional experience, it is our 
hope as alumni they will 
utilize their talents and 
intelligence to transform 
their communities and 
their world to create 

positive change. ' ' 

Future. As Huck Finn might say, Pitzer College is a place where we are always looking 
around ilie next bend in the river to see what we will d iscover. 

Pitzer College is at its finest when educating students to become well-informed, 
global citizens, enthusiastic about leading intelligent, socially responsible lives. Pitzer 
smdents are not intim idated by change, instead, after experiencing a transformational 
educational experience, it is our hope that as alumni they will utilize their talents and 
intelligence to transform their communities and their world tO create positive change. 

In the most recent first-year sw"Ve)~ 93 percent of Pitzer students reported that they 
believe being a good citizen requires a responsibility to help others in need. Eighty-seven 
percent agreed d1at when they hear the phrase "social responsibility," their first linages arc 
about domg somethmg for others m me commmuty, outside of rl1e campus environment. 
Seventy-one percent of Pitzer seniors reported that it was essential that they work for social 
change in their careers, compared to 56 percent of seniors at theu· peer-group colleges. 

In these early days of sprmg, d1e word "change" is heard nearly every day in speeches 
delivered by presidential candidates, and I expect their rhetotic will be a constant ref:i.-ain 
as we move closer to the fall. Pitzer smdents are well prepared to create political change, 
with nearly 70 percent of seniors reporting that mey envision d1emselves as bemg politi
cally active beyond just voting. 

Hem-y David Thoreau recognized a centut-y ago mat no thing is more important 
than this present moment: "In any weamer, at any hour of d1e day or night, I have 
been anxious to lin prove d1e nick of time, and notch it on my stick too; to stand on 
the meeting of rwo eternities, the past and future, which is precisely the present 
moment; to toe that line." This is the moment when d1c promise of change can be felt 
perhaps a bit more keenly than usual, and we are at the brink of makll1g a decision 
that will profow1dly affect us as well as future generations. It is my hope that rllis is a 
time when all the finest talents of our Pitzer undergraduates and alumni will be 
realized as they work actively to achieve a better tomorrow. 

::f:k:~::.f'-7 
President1 Pitzer College 
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PITZER COLLEGE 
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TRUSTEES 
HIRSCHEL B. ABELSON P'92, President, Stralem & Company, Inc. 
BRIDGET BAKER '82, President, NBC Universal TV Networks Distribution 
ROBERT BOOKMAN P"07, Agent and Partner, Creative Artists Agency 
MARC D. BROIDY '95, Vice President Financial Advisor, Merrill Lynch 
DONNALDSON BROWN '82, Brooklyn, NY 
WILLIAM G. BRUNGER P'Ol, Internal Consultant, Continental Airlines 
CLAUDIO CHAVEZ '88, Partner, DLA Piper US LLP 
RICHARD D'AVINO P'lO, Vice President and Senior Tax Counsel, 

GE Capital and NBC Universal 
JORGE DELGADO, Manhattan Beach, CA 
SUSAN G. DOLGEN P'97, Access & Answers 
VICKI KATES GOLD, Los Angeles, CA 
DONALD P. GOULD, President, Gould Asset Management LLP 
JONATHAN P. GRAHAM '82, Senior Vice President and General 

Counsel, Danaher Corporation 
SUSAN E. HOLLANDER "79, Partner, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips 
JEFFREY M. JOHNSON, Operating Partner, The Yucaipa Companies 
DEBORAH BACH KALLICK '78, Executive Director, Government 

and lndustl)' Relations, Cedars-Sinai Health System 
ROBIN M. KRAMER "75, Chair Elect of the Board; Chief of Staff, 

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
JOHN LANDGRAF '84, President and General Manager, FX Networks 
TERESA LIM P'06, San Francisco, CA 
THOMAS H. MOORE '82. Newark, NJ 
JAMES E. ORLIKOFF "76, President, Orlikoff and Associates. Inc. 
ARNOLD PALMER, Senior Vice President, SMH Capital 
SHANA PASSMAN P"04 & P'08, Beverly Hills. CA 
ANN E. PllZER, La Jolla, CA 
RUSSELL M. PllZER, PhD, Professor, Department of Chemistl)', 

The Ohio State University 
PAULA PRETLOW P"08, Senior Vice President, Client Relations, 

Capital Guardian Trust Company 
SUSAN S. PRilZKER P'93, Chicago, IL 
MARGOT Lf.VIN SCHIFF P'90 P'95, Chicago, IL 
WILLIAM D. SHEI NBERG '83, Partner, The Bubble FactOI)' 
SUSAN NATHAN SHOLL '76, Chicago, IL 
T.D. SMITH P"07, President, Telluride Real Estate Corporation 
SHAHAN SOGHIKJAN '80, Managing Director, Panorama Capital 
LISA SPECHT, Partner, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips 
EUGENE P. STEIN, Chair of the Board; Vice Chairman, Capital 

Guardian Trust Company 
GERALD M. STERN P'07, Private Practice Attorney 
CYtffiUA TELLES, PhD, Associate Clinical Professor, UCLA School 

of Medicine 
JOHN N. TIERNEY, Law Offices of John N. Tierney 
LAURA SKANDERA TROMBLEY, PhD, President, Pitzer College 
ROBERT WILSON P'06, Retired Vice Chairman, Board of Directors, 

Johnson and Johnson 
CHARLIE WOO, CEO, Megatoys 
DEBRA YANG '81, Partner, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 

TRUSTEES EM ERITI 
ROBERT H. ATWELL, Former President, Pitzer College 
CONSTANCE AUSTIN P'78, Los Angeles, CA 
Ell BROAD P'78, The Broad Foundations 
HARVEY J. AELDS, PhD, P'85, Rabbi Emeritus, Wilshire 

Boulevard Temple 
PffER S. GOLD P'7 4, Los Angeles, CA 
PATRICIA G. HECKER P"76, St. Louis, MO 
BRUCE E. KARAlZ P'94, Los Angeles, CA 
MARILYN CHAPIN MASSEY, PhD, former President, Pitzer College 
MURRAY P~PPER, PhD, President, Home Silk Properties, Inc. 
EDITH L PI NESS, PhD, Mill Valley, CA 
RICHARD J. RIORDAN, Former Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
DEBORAH DEUTSCH SMITH, PhD '68, Professor of Special 

Education and Director, IRIS Center-West, School of 
Educational Studies, Claremont Graduate University 



.. 
EUROJ>EAN UNION CENTER 

OF CALIFORNIA 

In Print 
STUDENTS' RE S EARCH 
PAP E RS P U B L I S H E D 

TillS FALL RESEARCH 
papers written by Robbie Block 
'09, Jason Gorn '08 and Ricky 
Smith '08 were published in a 
book featuring rl1e best papers 
fi:om the Claremont-University 
of California Student 
Conference on rl1e European 
Union held last spring. 

More man forty Students 
fi:om eleven colleges and uni
versities presented papers at the 
conference. Papers written by 
Gorn, Smirl1 and Block as well 
as by Alexis Spcncer-Notabarrolo 
'07 and Jennifer Schmoll '09 
were selected as rl1e best on 
rl1eir respective panels . 

In addition to having their 
papers published, both Smith 
and Gorn received partial 
scholarships to attend me EU 
Studies Summer Program in 
Brussels, Belgium. 

4 THE PARTICIPANT 

).- Rival Models to 
Capitalism: Can the 
Nordic Model Survive 
the New Global 
Economic System? 

ROBBIE BLOCK '09 

).- The Impact of EU 
Oversight on 
Corporate Governance 
in the German Auto 
Industry 

JASON GORN '08 

).- Union Royale Beige 
De Societes de 
Football Association 
ASBL v. Jean-Mark 
Bosman: The 
Evolution of Labor 
Law in Professional 
Soccer and its 
Implications 

RICKY SMITH '08 

Dennis Trotter 
NAMED VICE PRESIDENT OF 
ADVANCEMENT 

DENNIS TROTTER began as vice president 
for advancement at Pirzcr College in Febn.1ar)~ 

Trotter brings to Pitzer a deep appreciation for and under
standing of a liberal arts education. He has held high-level 
administrative positions at private liberal arts colleges across rl1e 
country for more rl1an twenty years, most recently as vice presi
dent for enrolJmem management and marketing and dean of 
admission at Franklin and Marshall College. He has also served 
as a research and planning consultant working with trustees, 
faculty and staff in admission, advancement, marketing and . 
srudem services on higher education issues at colleges and uru
versities nationally. In addition to his adminisu·ative experience, 
Trotter has served as a board member and dedicated volunteer 
at organizations mat support needy fam ilies in his communi!:)~ 

Trotter earned an MBA from the University of Iowa and a 
BA fi:om Whitworth Universit:)'· 



The Center for Social Inquiry 
NEW INITI AT IV E CROSSES DISCIPLINARY AND ACADEMIC BOUNDARIES 

THIS DECEMBER d1e establishment of the Center for SociaJ Inquiry at Pit7..er College 
was announced with the Center's programming scheduJed to begin in the 2008-09 
academic year. 

During d1e past ten years Pitzer faculty members have raised the possibility of estab
lishing a social sciences institute, akin to, but in no way duplicating, the Humanities 
i nstitute at Scripps College. Given that sociaJ phenomena and social policy issues cross 
disciplinary and academic divisional boundaries, d1e Center will necessarily incorporate 
perspectives from the hu rmmities and naruraJ sciences. 

The Center will have a sustained thematic program for each year. During d1e Fall 
semester, the institute will host a one- or two-day symposium wim a hig h-profi le speaker 
to frame d1e d1cme fo r the rest of the year. In d1e Spring semester, me Center will com
bine a series of public inrellecruaJ events (guest speakers, films and panel discussions) 
on a bi-weekJy basis with an undergraduate course component. Juniors and seniors 
from aJI field groups will be invited to apply to be "junior fellows" in me Center. In 
addition, d1e Center will oversee planning of an Ailierton dinner each semester. 

"We arc delighted ro now be able ro realize dUs long sought goal," Dean of Faculty 
AJan Jones said. "The establishment of me Center will enhance Pirzer's ability to more 
deliberately fuse an ongoing public speaker series wim me curricuJar goaJs of d1e 
College. In particular, d1e fact mat student 'fellows' will have d1e oppornmiry tO enroll 
in a seminar that criricall)' examines the Center's public events will be a wonderful new 
addition to ilie Pitzer curriculum." 

Dan SegaJ, Jean M. Pitzer Professor of Aniliropology and Professor of Historical 
Studies, has been appointed to serve as the inauguraJ facuJty directOr of the Center. This 
directorship will rotate on a bi- or n·i-annuaJ basis and d1e Center's theme will change 
each year. Dean Jones commented d1at Professor SegaJ's own commitment to interdisci
plinary scholarship made him an ideal candidate to lead me Center in irs early years. 

The d1cmc for the Center's first year will be "Public H ealth and Food: Global 
Issues." Segal will also establish an advisory committee comprising Pitzer colleagues 
whose scholarsl1ip connects with the proposed theme. The committee will help in plan
ning the upcoming year's program. In the future, the College community will be 
invited to suggest themes for upcoming years. 

The Perfect Tune 
MATT EASTLING '96 AND HI S MOTI·IER 

DONATE A BABY GRAND PIANO 

ORIGINALLY A GIFT from his farner, John Easding, to his momer, Karla, for 
Chrisnnas in 1968, me Challen baby grand piano in Matt Eastling's family found a new 
home in tl1e Holden HaJI Living Room dUs Janua!")' A.fi:er learning of sntdents' requests 
for anod1er piano on Pitzer College's campus, Matt and his momer Karla graciously 
chose to donate tl1e piano in memory of John who passed away in 2000. 

"When we heard mat Pirzcr was looking for a piano, we d1oughr that it would be 
me perfect place for it tO go," Matt said. "We know my fatl1er wouJd be happy d1at our 
piano has found such a place where it will have a positive impact wid1in the student 
community of Pirzer." 

Left: Abraham (Jasper) Kosokoff '10 and Briana Lassig '10 enjoy listening to 
Kanae Takemoto '10 play the newly donated piano in the Holden Hall living Room. 

NEW INIT I ATIVE SUPPORTS 

CO MMUN ITY EN GAG EM ENT 
AND SOCIAL RESPONS I BI L I TY 

THIS SPRING me Center for C<tlifornia 
CulmraJ and SociaJ Issues (CCCSI) 
launched Changemakers, a new project to 
promote Pitzer College's sociaJ responsibili
ty eilios through advoca0~ action and social 
justice. Programs will focus on linking locaJ 
and globaJ as well as sociaJ and cuJrural 
issues in relation to students, f.:tcull:)\ staff 
and locaJ, commtmity-based organizations. 

1l1e project will work specifically to 
integrate community engagement pro
gramming within the first-year student 
ex-perience and support ilie new residence 
haJJs' sociaJ responsibility leaming commu
nity. Funding will aJso be available for fac
uJt)~ srudem or staff proposaJs for courses 
and on-going events d1at promote social 
responsibility and community engagement. 

The initiative began dlis spring wid1 a 
mondliy speaker series iliac focused on the 
tl1eme of"SociaJ Change Agents and 
Movements." On February 27, Belgian 
artist Johan Grimonprez presented and dis
cussed exn-acts from his film Dial 
H-J-S-T-0-R-Y (1997), an exn-aordinary 
visuaJ accmmt of terrorist sky-jackings from 
ilie '60s ro '90s. On March 11, University 
of Souiliern Califomia CriticaJ Studies 
Scholar David James and documentary 
filmmakers/ activists Dennis Hicks and 
Stephanie Waxman screened and discussed, 
Repressum, a documentary film made wid1 
and about me Black Panilier Party in L.A. 

Changemakers has been made possible 
tl1rough a generous gift, which will extend 
for tl1e·next tl1ree years, from d1e 
Weingart Foundation. 

WINTER 2008 5 



around the M 0 UN D S 

I JANUARY 31 I 

* CHALMERS JOHNSON 
"Can We End the American Empire Before It Ends Us?" 

Author and Professor Chalmers Johnson's lecture kicked off 
the Spring semester for the Dining with Democracy speaker 

series. Johnson has written numerous books 

I FEBRUARY 20 

AISHA S. AHMAD 

"Women in Afghanistan" 

including, most recently, tl1ree examina-
tions of the consequences of American 
Empire: Blowback, The Sorrows of Empire 
and Nen~esis: The Last Days of the 
American Republic. f 

Aisha S. Ahmad, a PhD candidate from McGill Universi t)~ dis
cussed her fieldwork in Afghanistan and led a discussion about 
ongoing women's se:..:ual secmity issues including rape, forced 
marriage and bride-napping in the post-Taliban period. The event 
was sponsored by Itihad: Middle Eastern Student Union and the 
Pitzer Feminist Coalition. 

* Dining with Democracy Series Event 

Listen to Pitzer Podcasts at www.pitzer.edu/podcasts 

6 THE PAR.TICIPAINT 

I FEBRUARY 21-23 

HEATHER FLORES 
Grassroots Gardening 

I FEBRUARY 21 

WANDA COLEMAN 
"Wanda's Wisdom, Wanda's Words" 

The Pitzer community joined together 
for dumer and a poeuy readil1g wid1 
Wanda Coleman. Known as d1e tmoffi
cial poet laureate of Los Angeles and 
"the L.A. Blueswoman," Coleman is d1e 
aud1or of nineteen books and d1e recipi
ent of numerous honors. The event wa~ 
funded by d1e Agnes Moreland Jackson 
Fund for Diversit)~ which pays tribute to 
the exu·aordil1:uy contributions Jackson 
has made to d1e cause of diversity 

Founder of Food Not Lawns, nationally renowned gardening 
insmKtOr and conm1tmity activist Reamer Flores conducted a 
series of hands-on workshops in Pitzer's o rganic garden as parr of 
d1e Reality of Food speaker series sponsored by d1e Campus Life 
Committee, me Pitzer Garden Club and d1e Ecology Center. She 
also shared in ec<:>logical gardening, petma_cu.ltu~"C dcsi¥} 
and 

SPRING SEMESTER I 

WRONG IS NOT MY NAME 

The Wmng Is Not My Name speaker series 
fearured cu.ltw-al critics, authors and artisrs who 
produce and theorize representations of race 
and sexuality in the black diaspora. During the 
Spring semester the series, sponsored by the 
Campus Life Committee, presented three guest 

speakers, a ftlm screening series and a srudenr research confer
ence. T he artists and intellectuals fearurcd in dUs speaker series 
addressed bod1 historical and conremponuy dialogues within 
Black Feminist and Queer Studies as well as engaged od1er 
myriad liberat01y social-political analyses and art practices. 



I MARCH 29 1 

LATINO ROCKABILLY FESTIVAL 

The evening, o rganized by the 
Chicano/ Latina Students & Alumni 
(CLSA), the Latino Srudent Union and 
the Cesar Chavez Commemoration 
Committee feant red custom cars, food 
and musical performances. 

I FEBRUARY 27 

* M-1 
"Hip Hop and the 
History of the Black 
Panther Party" 

M-1, aka Murulu Olugabala of the rap 
duo "dead prez," o rganized and became 
the local president of the Brooklyn 
Chapter of the National Peoples 
Democratic Uhunt Movement and the 
Malcolm X Grassroot~ Movement. 

I MARCH 11 I 

* PETER HART 
"Unscrewing the 
Spin: Fairness and 
Accuracy in Our Media" 

Harr is the activism director at FAIR 
(Fairness and Accuracy In Reporting) 
and the author of 17Je Oh &ally? Facror. 1 

I MARCH 27 I 

* JOHN HUESTON 
"Ken Lay Is Still Alive: 
Why Enron Still Matters" 

Hueston was the lead prosecutor with 
the Enron Task Force and has been 
recognized by F01··tune and /!merican 
Lawyer magazines. 1 

.. WINTER 2008 7 



around tbe MOUNDS 

PITZER ART GAL: .ERIES 

The Power of Seeing 
ARTISTS SEEK TO REPRESENT ANTARCTICA 

' ' You get a 
hint of something 

so large, so 
much more than 
our puny eyes 

can perceive that 
one runs scared 

for the tiny 
heated hut of 

the ego. '' ' , -
8 THE PARTICIPA~T 

JOYCE CAMPBELL, Anne 
Noble and Connie Samaras 
each srole a bed away from a 
scientist in Antarctica in the 
name of culrural production. 
Or, at least, that is how many 
scientists saw it. Noble 
explained how the entire conti
nent is devoted to science, and 
art is not seen the same way, 
despite the fact that both arc 
rooted in observation. 

"There is this idea that art 
just falls out of our fmgertips," 
Samaras said. "Scientists con
sider failure an integral part of 
research. Artists are conili
tioned to see failure as a fall 
from grace." 

Campbell and Noble traveled 
to Antarctica through ew 
Zealand fellowship programs, 
whereas Samaras was funded by 
the U.S. National Science 
Foundation. Campbell and 
Noble said the expectation is 
that the artists arrive, become 
ovetwhelmed and inspired for 
two weeks, d1en return home 
and majestica.Uy create. The Limi
tations on the photographers 
were numerous, from white out 
days, in whid) me world 
appears to be a blanket of white, 
to winds preventing the helicop
ter from leaving. All of these 
obstacles increased the already 
enormous pressme to produce. 

Each artist brought with 
her a personal perspective and 
mental photographic reality 
constructed of what Antarctica 
would look like. Each hoped to 
cha.Uenge the romantic heroism 
so often associated with the 
exu-eme South Pole. The artists 
looked at how to represent 
observation, attempting to 

capture the essence of the over
whelming landscape d1at a 
mere 10,000 people have seen 
since its discovery. 

Campbell approached her 
work from a sculptural back
ground, and used handmade, 
person-sized prints because 
dlcy required a physical 
involvement in development, all 
of which were designed to bring 
the visceral experience to her 
audience. The driving question 
in Noble's work was how a per
son comes to know a landscape 
through the photographic 

invigorated by the experience. 
Noble's approach was more 

sn-uctural, and sought ro chal
lenge the preconceived expecta
tions of her audience. She con
sidered d1e role of context in 
perception, in which without a 
scale to compare, the observer 
is prevented from nally seeing. 
Noble welcomed dlc white out 
days, and waited Lmtil she 
could sec very litde to begin 
photographjng. Observing at 
that point "became this long 
sustained poem of seeing," 
Noble said. 

Above: Joyce Campbell, Anne Noble and Connie Samaras 
Left: Joyce Campbell. Same Glacier. Antarctica (2006) 

medium. Samaras' political per
spective of the land showed 
how the world can be n1rned 
upside down by a trick of the 
light, a failure of the eyes. 

Campbell connected her 
work ro issues of environmcnta.l 
sustainabil iry, :U1d found 
Antarctica a logical place to 

approach dle climactic system. 
She strove to «harness the lan
guage of the nineteenth
century painting epitomized by 
Antarctica." On her last da)\ 
Campbell stumbled across an 
anthropomorphic skull emerg
ing from d1e icc that embodied 
her terror of what humankind is 
doing to the earth. 

"The screaming ghoul fig
ure was highly emotive, almost 
brashly terrifying," Campbell 
said. The harsh environment 
allowed her to face mortality in 
a general scnsc:-of herself, d1e 
species, and the enri1·e world
and was somehow able to be 

Samaras battled "photo 
chatter," and the realization or 
d1e emotional impact d1e expe
rience had on her, in addition 
to d1e expected physical one. 

''You get a him of some
thing so large, so much more 
d1an our puny eyes can per
ceive d1at one runs scared for 
me tiny heated hut of the ego," 
Samaras wrote in her journal. 
''It was really hard to see. l 
couldn't sec anything because I 
could see everything." 

The d1ree artists' work gives 
their auilience an opportunity 
to see observation, perception 
and representation challenged. 
As Samaras explained, there is 
no panorama, ''No matter how 
many pictures are strung 
together with d1e same sight 
line, they would never equal 
dle power of seeing there." 

-JESSICA SCHWARTZ '08 



iBush: 1,000 Words for Bush (2004-08) and I Witness (2005-07) 

LENZNEA FAMILY ART GALLERY 

Lizabeth Eva Rossof 
JANUARY 30 - MARCH 22. 2008 

Lowty -f.-· ... ,: . ' 

~:,.~~ :-.,~ 

ALUMNA Lizabeth Eva Rossof'95, 
who was featured in Takashi 
Murakami's 2007 selection of emerg
ing artists in GEISAI, Miami, creates 
experimental art that is playfully 
provocative and visually arresting and 
includes collaborative performance, 
public intervention and site-specific 
installations. 

Lizabeth Eva Rosso! '95 Rossof's I Witness (2005-07) 
employs the tmwitting collaboration of police officers and detec
tives versed in "composite drawing for law enforcement." 
Unaware of their real identities, the detectives create portraits of 
high-profrle political players based on Rossof's memOl)' and 
power of description. 

Similar!)~ I Bush: 1,000 vvords for Bush (2004-08) uses guile 
and daring to elicit genuine reactions from strangers when 
shown the official presidential portrait of George W Bush. 
Comprised of large-scale pop-colored posters that emulate 
Apple's hyper-seductive iPod marketing campaign, each poster 
displays one of the 357 responses made to Bush's image. 

NICHOLS GALLERY 

Spell: 
San deep 
Mulilierjee 
FEBRUARY 2 - MARCH 22. 2008 

KNOWN FOR his mural-scale, lushly 
colored paintings, engineer-turned
artist Sandeep Mukherjee concocted 
an exhjbition of paintings and 

drawings made specifically for the Nichols Gallery. 
Rcsn·icting his palette to black and white, Mukherjee's three 

massive horizontal works, that function in concert as well as 
singly, allude to the natural landscape but never conspicuously. 
The paintings pivot back and forth between the tangible and the 
ethereal, pushing and pulling between figmation and abstraction. 
The result is a tension betw·een the pastOral and fantastic that 
attracts viewers with its peculiar magnetism. 

Spanning three walls, each enormous panel-the largest 
measuring thirteen feet wide-is made from a translucent 
vellum material resembling n·acing paper. Mukherjee's 
meticulous process involves the use of acrylic ink that is paint
ed, blown and dropped upon the swface of the works before 
being removed and reapplied. A sculptural aspect is created as 
the veUtm1 is folded and creased into a series of pleats that 
weave their way across the smface in multiple directions sug
gesting a dissonant accordion. The effect produced-wide 
expanses of virgin vellum and fields of flat color with a jagged 
undulating smface--excites and confuses the tension of the 
surface, intensifying the kinship of the visual and the tactile. 

Founding Faculty Amphitheater 
THE FOUNDING FACULTY AMPHITHEATER just north of the new Sanborn 
Hall was completed in January The space accommodates more than 300 attendees 
for concerts, talks and other events. The amphid1eater's inaugural event was 

President Laura Skandera Trombley's St<lte of d1e CoUege address to parents and 
students during Family Weekend in February. 
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NEWS 
PITZER CO LLEGE IN TH E H EADLINE S 

"The level of pollution that China is creating 
will be devastating to these monuments." 

Ap Associated Press 

Melinda Herrold-Menzies, assistant professor of Environ
mental Studies, was quoted in a November 7 article t it led 
"Coal's Other Victim: China's History," which discussed how 
China's ancient sites like the Leshan Buddha (right) are 
threatened by air pollution and acid rain, mostly from the 
burning of coal. 

"It was great [ ... J to create a show that not only illustrated 
the success and efficiency of the residence 
halls, but also their beauty" 

LIVC DESIGN 
Vanessa Rundle '08 and Pitzer College trustee and 
alumnus Marc Broidy '95 were featured in a December 
article titled "Green Party," which discussed their 
production of a grand finale light show for the 
dedication of the new green residence halls. 

Bridget Baker '82 in the Top Quartile of 

Won1en in Entertainment Power l 00 

~PORTER 
The Hollywood Reporter recognized Bridget Baker '82, a 
Pitzer College trustee and NBC Universal Networks 
Distribution president, in their 2007 listing of the most 
influential female executives in Hollywood. 

''He's got a lower socioeconomic accent, the equivalent of our 
'redneck' accent, but these women drape themselves all 
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over hlln because of the way he tallcs
they think he's sexy." 

fiJSA Carmen Fought, associate professor of linguistics, 
'TODAY was quoted in a January 28 article titled "Celebrity 

Accents: It's All Very Tongue-in-Chic," in which she describes 
how Americans' bias for Brit-speak is illustrated in the British 
film Love Actually. 

~lJeNetu Dork ~ime6 
We're Friends, Right? 

February 10, 2008 

Professw of Sociology Pete1· Nm•di was quoted 
in the February 1 0 Su.nday edition of the 
New York Times in an article that focu.sed 
on friendships betJVeen athletes, and when 
the-re is a clash between conflicting values. 

Peter M. Nardi , who has written about 
heterosexual and gay male friendships, 
said the narurc of bonds could also vary 
depending on ethniciry, sex·ual orientation 
and social class. Gay men, for example, 
share issues of identity and disclose more 
to each o ther than heterose.xua1 men do. 

THE CHRONICLE 
of Hlgbcr Educatk>n 

In California, Two Small Colleges 
Abound in Fulbright Scholars 

October 26, 2007 

Pitzer was highlighted in an a1-ticle about 
Fulbright fellowships. 

El UN IVE RSAl. 

A Ia espera de 
'Panchocl6s' 

December 23, 2007 

Jose Calder6n, proftss()r ()!sociology and 
Chicano Studies, was quoted in El Universal, 
a Mexican newspaper, on the Pomona Day 
Lab<Jr Center and how day laboren celebrated 
the holid~s in. the US. 

'CWe began this tradi tion four years ago. 
Many immigrants who m·e not able to 
spend Christmas with their families back in 
Mexico become sad or depressed; our goal 
is to help them avoid these feelings . . . 
Especially nowadays when many of d1em 
m·e not able to go visit and return like 
before," indicated Jose Calderon, who is 
responsible for d1e project and is himself a 
descendant of immigrants. 



Residence Halls 
Receive Innovative 
Workplace Award 
The newly built sustainable residence 
halls at Pitzer College were awarded the 
2007 REmmy Innovative Workplace 
Award by CoreNet Global's Southern 
California Chapter. 

According to CoreNet, the award for 
Innovative Workplace was awarded to 
Pitzer College for what jurors called "an 
inspirational place of education through 
which many of our future leaders will 
pass." Another juror commented, "An 
innovative project Wee this has significant 

impact on sustainability because all of the students experience 
sustainable uving firsthand everyday." 

The criteria for the Lmovative Workplace Award include the ability 
to integrate innovative approaches into a project; incorporation of 
core values and branding into design solution; evidence of cost 
reduction and/or improved productivity in a new workplace envi
ronment; depth of sustainability in the project; and uniqueness of 
the space solutions. 

There were numerous nominees in this category including HOK, 
a global architectural firm; Gensler, a fmancial service company; 
and HMC Architects. Dean of Students Jim Marchant accepted 
the trophy at the December 6 ceremony held at the Warner Bros. 
Studio Lot in Embank, California. 
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Martha Barcenas-Mooradian 
Recognized in Mexican 
Business Magazine 
Visiting Instructor of Spanish Mard1a Barcenas

Mooradian vvas selected as one of 100 tead1ers of Mexican descenr 
who teacl1 at a U.S. Lmiversity by Mexico's business magazine Podcr 
Y Negocws. Since 2001, she has taught beginning and intermediate 
Spanish granm1ar at Pitzer College in addition to serviJ1g as d1e 
director of d1e Flercl1er Jones Language and Culrure Laborator)c 

Barcenas-Mooradian remains com1ecred with Mexico through her 
family and various projects. Currendy, she is collaborating with 
her sister on a sustainability project near Cordoba in an indige
nous vi llage of 400 people who have no access ro education or 
larger cities. "The fruits of education are amazing and results in 
wonderful consequences," she said. ''I work with indigenous com
munities in trying to make a better ufe for them and by providing 
d1em wid1 new opporrunities." 

.. 

Mary Beth Garber '68 
Named Broadcaster 
of the Year 
Mary Bed1 Garber '68, president of 
d1e Soud1ern Californ ia Broadcasters 
Association (SCBA), was named 
Broadcaster of the Year at d1e 2008 
national Radio Advertising Bureau 
convention. 

Garber has led the SCBA for ten years 
during which time the Los Angeles 

radio market has grown to be the largest in the world and the 
only one with annual revenues exceeding $1 billion. 

During her tenure, she has co-produced, in conjunction wid1 
Arbitron, d1xee behavioral studjes about media usage and created 
the concept of"The Virrual Neighborhoods of Radio." 

An early and vocal advocate of radio's contiJ1Ued importance as a 
twenty-first century medium, she has written and spoken through
out the country on d1e value of using radio together with the 
Internet to build stronger, more targeted marketing campaigns. 

Garber has received munerous honors during her distinguished 
advertising and broadcast career including the Genii AwaJ·d for 
Excellence in Radio from d1e American Women in Radio and 
Television, the 2007 Golden Buccaneer Award from PIRATES 
(Print, Interactive Radio and TV Education Society) for her phil
anthropic endeavors, and has been on Radio Infl magazine's list of 
"20 Most Influential Women L1 Radio" since its inception in 1999. 

A former Pitzer College n·ustee, Garber is on d1e BoaJ·d of Directors 
of d1ink(LA), the Executive BoaJ·d of d1e Los Angeles Media Market
ing Researcl1 CoLmcil, the Board of Trustees of St. Francis Hospital 
Fotmdation aJ1d the BoaJ·d ofVaJ·iety Children's Charity, Tent 25. She 
is a founding member of d1e L.A. ad indusny charit)~ AIEE 

THE CHRONICLE 
ol~l!docotloa 

At Pitzer College, Cinder Block 
Gives Way to Swimming Pool 

December 4, 2007 

The Chronicle of Higher Educationftatured Pitzer)s new residence 
halls as part of its ongoing ((jJuildings & Grounds» blog series. 

Pitzer College's new, 318-bed residence-hall complex is designed to 
achieve a gold rating in d1e U.S. Green Building Cotmcil's 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design progran1-an 
ambitious goal, to say the least. But its sustainable features aren't 
what you notice first on a visit. What you notice first .is how neatly 
d1e complex wraps arow1d an o lder swimming pool and smdent cen
ter dut are set amid attractive laodscaping. CompaJ·ed with Pitzer's 
original cinder-blodc dormitories, built in the 1960s, d1e new com
plex is a lm.wy resort. Read more at chronicle.comjblogsjarchitecture. 
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It's 6 a.m. as Suzanne Foster '00 pulls into the parking 
lot of HD Supply Repair & Remodel. She opens the 
black wrought iron gate that surrounds the Pomona Day 
Labor Center's trailer and makes her way to her office 
holding a steaming cup of coffee. After greeting workers 
and staff, Foster begins answering the phone and adding 
men's names to "the list" for possible employment. 

By 8 a.m. she heads out to take one worker's wife and devel
opm~ntally disabled son to their appointment with a geneticist. 
The mother is very nervous and doesn't really understand what is 
going on, so Foster comforts her as she stmggles tO translate 
words like "chromosome." 

When they return to the Center, David is waiting there for 
Foster. Last April when he was riding his bike home arow1d 
noon, he was struck by a teenager who lost control of a stolen 
car dmiog a police d1ase. Now he has steel rods in h.is legs and 
uses a walker. David has brought one of his hospital bills so 
Foster can help him figure out how to pay the bill and apply for 
financial aid. 

Meanwhile, she continues to sign men up fo r work and 
answer the phone as employers call. Two new student volunteers 
arrive and she gives them a tom of the Center. By now it's 2 
p .m. and she n ies to sneak in a bite of her sandwich for lunch. 

through the Pitzer in Ecuador program where she implemented a 
literacy project in a rural community outside of Otavalo. 

"I was reading a lot of texts by Brazi lian educator and theorist 
Paulo Freire, who wrote about alternative education models and 
grassroots struggles," Foster recaJJed . "He maintained that every
one is a teacher and that learning can lead to empowerment as 
well as a personal and societal transformation. When I returned 
from Ecuador, I fotmd myself in a kind of Life crisis like many 
college students do and questioned what I was doing with my 
Life. I knew I was interested in workers' rights, literacy and edu
cation especially as these played out in Latin America, but I had 
no idea how this wou ld translate into a career." 

That swTtmer, with the help of Calder6n, Foster found her 
answer. After inquiring into sw11111er projects that might be of 
interest to her, Calder6n suggested the Pomona Day Labor 
Center and as Foster remembers that was when it aU "clicked." 

"With my subsequent work at the Center, I fotmd an intersec
tion of all of my interests- low-wage workers from Latin 
America who are struggling to defend their rights and are organ
izing themselves to improve their lives," Foster said. ''As a mem
ber of the Center's board of directors, Calder6n encouraged me 
to talk to the workers, ask them what they thought of the Center 
and what if anything they would like to see changed." 

T he Center, located in a business center west of downtown 
Pomona and east of the Corona Freeway, opened its doors in 
January 1998. A HD Supply Repair & Remodel store is situated 

' ' When I returned from Ecuador, I found myself in a kind of life crisis like many college 
students do and questioned what I was doing with my life. I knew I was interested in workers' 
rights, literacy and education especially as these played out in Latin America, but I had no idea 
how this would translate into a career. ' ' 

"Some believe that job centers should just be a source of 
employment and shouldn't provide any services or educ<ltional 
opportunities," Foster said. '1\nd that's tme, d1e main priority of 
the Center is work. However even wid1 employment as the 
ultimate goal, you still have to be responsive to people's realities, 
whid1 include going tO the doctor, tmderstanding how to pay bills, 
securing a roof over your head and learning English. Helping wid1 
these d1ings makes employment-bcttet· employmem,frcqucnt 
employment-possible." 

While Foster was hi red as executive di rector of the Pomona 
Day Labor Center in March 2007, her work wid1 d1e Center 
began several years before as a Pitzer CoLlege student. 

She felt the initial spark of interest in this field willie serving 
on the Student Worker Support Committee at Pitzer. Following 
an alterative spring break u·ip tO the United Farm Workers head
quarters in La Paz led by Professor of Sociology and Chicano 
Studies Jose Calder6n, Foster was furthe r motivated to become 
involved with workers' rights, unions and organizing and spent 
d1e swnmer participating in the American Federation of Labor 
and Congress oflndusu·ial Organizations' Union Sun1111er intern
ship program in Washington DC. She d1en smdicd abroad 

.• 

on the soud1 side of d1e business center and after employers pur
chase materials there they oftentimes proceed to hire workers 
who congregate in d1e parking lot. In 1997 the City of Pomona 
passed an ordinance d1at prohibited "the solicitation of or for 
work on any street or highway, public area or non-residential 
parking area;" however, thanks to a coalition of con1111uniry 
organizers including Pitzer students and faculty, the ordinance 
was amended and the Center designated as the only lawful place 
to solicit work in the city. 

One of the cot11111on threads that emerged from Foster's con
versations with the workers more than a year later dming the 
stUnmer of 1999 was their fi:ustration with researchers who had 
come and asked questions, but never returned to share or do any
tiling to help them. The workers noted that English classes had 
been promised to them, but since the Center's founding d1ey had 
not been offered. Foster continued to listen to and record their 
concerns that summer, and eventuaUy the workers suggested that 
she begin teaclung English comses. 

Driven to sec tlus promise fmally fulfilled, Foster and several 
od1er Pitzer smdents began investigating how to best teach 
English as a second language in a day labor center setting. 
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Recognizing that these were adult learners who did not necessarily 
have many years of formal education and may not be literate in 
Spanish, Foster and the other students interviewed different 
organizations such as the Coalition for Human Immigrant 
Rights of Los Angeles (CHIRLA) and the Institute of Popular 
Education of Southern California (IDEPSCA) to learn more 
about how these groups were working with day laborers in L.A. 
and implementing successful English programs. 

They decided to build a program modeled after these organi
zations and in the f.1ll of 1999, Foster and the other students 
began teaching the first English classes at the Center. This work 
then developed into the 
topic for Foster's senior 
thesis in which she con
cluded that teaching 
English to the workers, 
which some just consid
er a social service, actu
ally empowers them
allowing them tO talk 
with their employer, ask 
for a higher wage and 
better under rand their 
rights. 

her administrative experience with other day labor centers in 
L.A., her ability to work and communicate with diverse popula
tions, and her qualifications as a grant writer," Calder6n noted. 

Foster's foremost goal upon beginning as director has been to 
encourage workers to assume significant leadership roles in the 
Center. She continues tO strengthen d1e Center's worker board as 
well as encourage weekly meetings in which plans of action arc 
discussed for issues like immigration, heald1 and education rights. 
She has ensured that worker representation also remains reflected 
in the Center's fi.1ll-timc staff, which is composed of two staff 
coordinators who were day laborers, as well as an office 

coordinator who is from 
a day laborer family. 
Working wid1 the board 
of directors, Foster has 
been instrumental in 
creating a series of 
retreats to define the 
mission of the organiza
tion and to develop 
both short- and long
term goals. 

After graduating in 
2000, Foster continued 
her involvement with 
the Center for another 
year as an urban fellow 
for Pitzer's Cenrer for 
California Cultural and 
Social Issues (CCCSl ) as 

Suzanne Foster '00 (center), student volunteers from Pitzer College and Western University of Health 
Sciences and the Center's day laborers come together for a Saturday health clinic. 

Among the long
term goals, is the secur
ing of fi.mds to make the 
Center increasingly self
sufficient and less 
dependent on d1e City 
of Pomona. Foster has 
focused in particular on 
diversifying the Center's 

well as a board member for the Center, and went on to earn a 
master's degree in urban planning from the University of 
California, Los Angeles. Foster landed her first job with IDEP
SCA, where as a day laborer program manager, she learned how 
an organization is run, how ro supervise and how to create a 
budget, among many other ski lls. Next she coordinated the 
Coalition for Health and Justice for the south-L.A. nonprofit 
organization Community Health Councils and helped advocacy 
groups try tO prevenr the closure of King/Drew Medical Center. 

"While I really liked doing this work and believe in it, my 
heart kept calling me back to the day laborers," Foster recalled. 
'1. shared these feelings with Jose, who I had continued to stay in 
touch with, and he suggested that I start helping our with writ
ing grant proposals part-time at the Center. I began attending the 
Center's monthl)' board meetings again and that's when I was 
invited to apply for the executive director position." 

As one of four candidates, Foster was not only selected for 
the position by the board of directors, but also by worker leaders 
who were part of d1e interview and hiring process. The workers 
remembered Foster and her years of service at d1e Center-they 
trusted her. "Suzanne was chosen for this position because of her 
past history of working wid1 the Center while a smdem at Pitzer, 
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funding with grants from 
private foundations. Most recendy, a gram she wrote resulted in 
$50,000 in funding for operational pm-poses. A.nod1er change 
Foster has instituted is the allocation of the workers' weekly dues 
intO a fund that they alone manage. "I encomage them to think 
big," Foster said. "They have these funds wid1 which they could 
create any business or project of their d1oosing, not what some
one else tells them to do." 

Foster has also ensured that English continues to be caught at 
d1c Center, wid1 classes being offered six days a week for approxi
mately four hours per da)~ She continues to strengthen the 
Center's tics tO area colleges such as Pitzer so that both the work
ers and college students may benefit from the advances service
learning programs make possible. Through their volunteer work at 
the Center, Pitzer students Like Stephanie Hyland '10, who began 
tead1ing English there as part of Calder6n's Social Stratification 
course, arc able to apply what d1ey learn in the classroom to the 
realities faced b)' the workers as well as the Center's staff. 

'~er my course ended, and my papers were written, I asked 
the workers if they would like me to continue teaching and d1ey all 
agreed," Hyland said. "I have learned a lot about myself, as I build 
relationships with those who come and go from the Center. More 
often d1an not, d1c men have a nnn1ber of things to teach me." 



Hyland continued, "We always try to share stories and opinions 
with one another. Suzanne has taught me a great deal as well. 
Sometimes she helps out with the classes, giving input or helping 
to explain a concept. But most importand); she has taught me 
how to make do with what I have, whether it be one student or 
twemy, one pen or fifteen." 

In addition to providing a space for the workers to fmd 
employment and take ESL classes, under Foster's direction the 
Center has continued to evolve into a place where the men can 
organize and participate in citizenship drives, health clinics, pil
grimage marches and immigrant rights advocacy efforts. 

Despite the incredible progress that has been made during tl1e 
Center's first ten years, one of the greatest challenges that Foster, 
the workers and the Center currently face is the economic down
turn being felt across the U.S. and especially in Southern 
California's building and real estate markets. Analysts maintain 
tl1at such a decrease in the construction and housing industries 

While Foster will be the first to admit that there is a lot of 
work to be done and that her "to-do" list is ever increasing, she is 
inspired by the workers and devoted to making tl1e Center a 
place were they always feel safe and welcome-a place where they 
can ask questions and get answers they trust. 

"Once I get to know people, I feel a responsibility to stay 
with them in the struggles they face," Foster said. "It may get 
overwhelming for tl1em and me because some obstacles seem 
insurmountable, but there still remains a tremendous amount of 
hope and that's what keeps us going. Everyone here feels like 
things have to change someday What it really comes down to is, 
we arc fighting for a fundamental civil rights issue: the freedom 
to look for work. After what tl1esc men and their families have 
risked and left behind, how can we allow tl1em to be persecuted," 
she continued. 

In watching over the years as Foster volunteered as a student 
at the Center, researched her senior tl1csis and then rcnm1ed to 

' ' It may get overwhelming for them and me because some obstacles seem insurmountable, 
but there still remains a tremendous amount of hope and that's what keeps us going ... . What 
it really comes down to is, we are fighting for a fundamental civil rights issue: the freedom to 

look for work. ' ' 

has not been seen in at least twenty-five years. Builders have 
slowed new construction because they are unable to sell existing 
properties; local homeowners cannot afford to hire contractors 
for remodeling and instead many opt to do the work themselves; 
and real estate agcnrs trying to sell foreclosed homes do not have 
the resources to make any improvements. 

"The economy has just flatl ined," Foster said. '1\nd tmfortu
natcly any shifts in the economy are most severely felt by day 
laborers. Whether it's working my way through tl1e Yellow Pages 
or using an online resource, I contact nwnerous construction 
companies, contractors and real estate agencies each day but tl1cy 
just laugh and say 'Are you kidding me? I'm not even working, 
how am I going to hire somebody else."' 

One worker, Conrado, recognized how the Center helps with 
morale, but after two weeks witl1out work he begins to question 
how he and his fu.mily arc going to live if he doesn't find employ
ment soon. Foster and d1e Center are tt)ring to address dlis by pro
viding additional services like job u-aining, but even that is compli
cated. It is difficult to find insouctors who have the tight skills sets, 
speak Spanish and arc also familiar with d1e day laborer population. 
Furthetmorc, all of the men have different skill levels and many arc 
weary of training because it increases competition among them. 

Another worker, Roberto, noted that in addition to the 
decline in the economy, day laborers arc also vulnerable to 
changes in government as these most often result in immigration 
reform. With the presidential elections approaching, day laborer 
Simon observed that employment has slowed. 

.• 

Gregorio, Oswaldo, Executive Director Suzanne Foster '00, Jose and Lead Coordinator 
Juan Medina 

assume a leadership role as a Pitzer alumna, Calder6n believes her 
example trul)' reflects what community-based research, teaching 
and learning is all about. "From tl1e very beginning Suzanne's 
passion for immigration rights advocacy was evident as she nam
rally implemented a style of work with the day laborers that 
treated tl1cm as equals," Calder6n said. "She is now part of a site 
d1at is not onl)' building leadership among immigrant workers, 
but is also empowering smdenrs in working alongside day labor
ers in implementing projectS that mutually influence and benefit 
their fumrc lives." • 

-EMILY CAVALCANTI 
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Making a 

Difference 
at 

the 

~ 
VOTE 
~ 

For Andra Belknap, Elena Fanjui-Debnam and Dan 
Mitchell, supporting their candidates' bids for the 
White House means more than just slapping on a 
clever bumper sticker or wearing a campaign T-shirt. 

These Pitzer College students, who interned in the offices of 
Senator Barack Obama, Senator Hillary Clinton and Senator 
John Edwards, participated in on-d1e-grotmd efforts to push 
each candidate closer to the 2008 democratic presidential nonli
nation. These internships are greatly sought after by college stu
dents across me cow1tty and are outstanding opportunities to 

engage students in tl1e political process. From door-to-door 
voter canvassing to interacting wim campaign experts, our stu
dents broadened meir educational experience and took a step 
closer to a career in politics, government, public policy or law. 
Their participation in mese campaigns is especially critical as me 
candidates seek to capture me attention of young voters. 
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Obama'08 
BarackObama.com 

Andra Belknap '09 
Hometown: Ojai, California 

Major: Political Economy Minor: Spanish 
College Activities: Student Senate, Model U.N., Students for 
Responsible Consumer Spending 
Career Aspirations: Public Service, Policy Advocacy 

Last summer I worked as a research intern at Obama fo r 
America headquarters in Chicago. During tl1e past semester, I 
interned witl1 tl1e Obama for America Finance Office for the 
Southwest Region in Los Angeles and also served as the voltm
teer coordinator for tl1e Claremont Chapter of Sn1dents for 
Barack Obama. 

What I have come tO realize through working on tlus cam
paign is that I can only devote myself fully ro causes that I tru ly 
believe in. There is work to be done on tl1is campaign 24/7, and 
during the summer it was an honor to give all of my time to it. I 
also .learned how to apply me writing, analytical and research 
skills developed while at Pitzer in tl1e real world and under a 
significant time crw1ch. 

I am so proud to be a part of this campaign, and have had 
some ina·ediblc experiences dming tl1e course of tl1e past six 
montl1s tl1at I will never forget. I feel as if mis is a campaign d1at 
will go down in lustOLy as somed1ing tt·uly amazing. In !lis speech
es, Senator Obama often says mat tllis campaign is built upon 
"ordinaty people doing excraordll1at)' things.'' It sounds like a typi
cal piece of campaign rhetoric, and normally I would take it as just 
a good sotmd byte, but I've really seen it happen. I've seen people 
who have never been engaged in politics before come to om cam
paign headquarters cvety day for full days of directing telephone 
calls, people showing up to rallies and waiting in massive lines on 
a11 unprecedented scale to see Senator Obat11a speak. Tlus cam
paign is not only about winning an election, but revitalizing a tired 
electorate, and I cannot believe it, but I am seeing it happen. 

I would not have devoted so much time and energy if I did 
not feel iliis was absolutely criticaL I would not have spent the 
last six months of my life working on tl1is campaign; I would 
not have walked door-to-door tlu·ough the snow in Iowa; I 
would not have shouted myself hoarse in Nevada; I would not 
have spent my summer making spreadsheets in Chicago; I 
would not have made COLmt.less phone calls, if tl1is campaign did 
not mean everything to me. 

I will never forget when d1e news networks called the cau
cuses for Senator Oban1a while I was working in Imva. I was in 
the midst of observing my precinct caucus when I received word 
from the campaign in the form of a text message. I felt in that 
moment d1at all of my work, and all of the work of d1e cam
paign as a whole, had paid off exponentially. I believe that when 
we won tl1e Iowa caucuses, we changed history 
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Elena Fanjul-Debnam '10 
Hometown: Raleigh, North Carolina 
Major: Political Studies 
College Activities: Lacrosse, Student Senate, 
Student Activities Committee, Model U.N., 
Democrats of The Claremont Colleges 
Career Aspirations: Politics and International 
Relations, Law School 

Last swnmer I worked eleven-hour days, six days a week at 
the John Edwards National Headquarters in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina. The work was extremely challenging at times, but the 
experience was invaluable. I learned about communication, con
stituent support, networking and working as a team. Bur most 
importantl); I learned what it meant tO be personally invested in 
the success of a candidate. By the end, I was truly passionate 
about John Edwards: the man, the candidate and the campaign. 

1 worked on the Young America for Edwards program as 
one of a four-member group. We developed the program from 
the ground up, by reaching out and listening to key youth lead
ers. I wrote quite a bit during my campaign internship in the 
political department. My writing skills improved tremendously 
as I learned to quickly express my ideas concisely and persuasive
ly. I was also taught the importance of brainstorming in groups 
and then promptly taking action. 

We built an interactive Web site page and rewrote key issues 
to be youth-friend!)~ We also made toolkits to teach and aid 
campus leaders in forming and maintaining a Young America for 
Edwards chapter. We brainstormed and enacted strategies that 
made the campaign and its supporters more socially responsible. 
We participated in a youtl1 conference where we networked and 
discussed how to be successfully active on college campuses. 

Our internship e.xtended beyond the doors of om depart
ment. I also gained valuable experience in fundraising, on the 
Internet and with the administrative aspects of a cantpaign. On 
Fridays, I attended brown bag lunches where staffers expounded 
upon their past experiences-both inside and outside of politics. 

During my internship, I gained not only a great deal of politi
cal ski lls, but I also learned tl1e ins and outs of a political career
information tl1at will undoubtedly help me in the years to come. 
I hope that it will make my job searching experience easier and 
wi ll help me get the best job for me and my circumstances. It has 
made me consider going into other fields before joining a cam
paign professionally to acquire skills that will make me an asset. 

I will forever be grateful for this expctience and never forget my 
dars on d1e campaign. There is an air about campaigns- an 
excitement, an urgenq~ a srrong sense of pride and responsibility
something d1at you can only feel by being immersed and it creates a 
strong bond amongst the stafi It is not that this feeling was surpris
ing- it was just unknown. I never guessed d1at taking a job for 
d1ree months would leave me feeling emotionally invested in a can
didate and the issues. I t has profoundly affected my view of the 
world. 
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Dan Mitchell '08 
Hometown: Palo Alto, California 

Major: Political Studies 
College Activities: Democrats of The 

Claremont Colleges, Student Senate, Student 
Investment Committee 
Career Aspirations: Public Service 

I applied and was accepted co work initially for Friends of 
Hi!Jm·)~ Senator Clinton's Senate re-election campaign. Shortly 
afte r I began working, the senator launched her Presidential 
Exploratory Committee. Luckil)~ I had placed myself in the right 
place at the right rime working for d1e right people. 

Tllis internship taught me so much more about d1e political 
process and everyd1ing that goes into a national campaign. 
Specificall); this inrernship has taught me to be meticulous and 
efficient in everything from writing to resem·ching. P.a)~ng atten
tion to the details is critical as everything comes toged1er in the 
end toward our shared goal of electing Senator Clinton president. 

Living and working in WashingtOn DC was a tremendous 
experience. I enjoyed a front-row seat observing how the gov
erning process works, its triumphs and failures, and also an in
depth look at how we choose who governs us. Mter working in 
tl1e center of politics, 1 am aware of so many more opportunities 
that exist for young people looking to make a difference in 
America tllrough public leadership, from working on Capitol 
Hill to campaigning across the country tO lobb)~ng on K Street. 
This experience has opened my eyes to all of these possibilities. 

More man anything, I have learned the importance of truly 
believing in yom cause and candidate. Campaigning is hard 
work, and often it is not gk:lmorous, but if you believe passion
ately in the end goal, the work becomes fi.m. 

Teamwork is also essential. One of the main reasons l had 
such an enjoyable and successful experience is because of the 
opportunity to work and learn from an outstanding group of 
professionals-some of the best in their field. 

Before interning, I was perhaps a little cynical of the entire 
political process. Often people have negative perceptions of 
those who work in politics that are simply not true. This canl
paign is composed of a great group of people dedicated to turn
ing this country around and improving the lives of all 
Americans. It is not just about winning, although that is obvi
ously preferable, it is about changing the discussion back toward 
Democratic ideals, and working towm·d positive change for this 
country 

Senator Clinton is a terrific candidate. She has the experi
ence, knowledge and talent to be a magnificent president. When 
I met her, she was warm, friendly and sincere. T have been 
extremely inlpressed with her energetic attitude and genuine 
interest in what each voter has to say. 
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THE 

necessary 
Students demonstrate through their scholarship and actions that 

change in their local communities can and must happen. 

After a Girl Talk session at Garey High School, Meredith Abrams '1 0 and Milan Cook '1 0 unfolded 
thirty-n ine anonymous notes. They had invited the girls to brainstorm for ten minutes and write down 
their concerns on the topic: violence. Abrams and Cook thought their responses might be focused on 
questions of mental abuse. Instead they discovered twenty of the thirty-n ine notes indicated personal 
experience with physical abuse and relationship violence. 
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"It was verv difficult 
to know that behind the 

innocent, beautiful faces of these 
young women were individuals 

being hit by their fathers, d1eir mod1ers, 
d1eir boyfi·iends," Abrams said. "The Pitzer 

in Ontario program provided me with d1e 
guidance and support I needed to belp give this 

muted population a voice on these ropics." 
Co-founded ten years ago by Pitzer College Dean of 

Faculty Alan Jones and Marfa de Lourdes Argi.ielles, now profes
sor of education and Cultural Studies at Claremont Graduate 
University, d1e Pitzer in Ontario program creates a space in 
which to acrualize d1e CoUegc's ed1os of social responsibility and 
community engagement. Under the direction of the Center for 
California Culrural and Social Issues (CCCSI), the program seeks 
to articulate Pitzer College's vision of uniting social responsibility 
and academic rigor by having srudents co-partner with local 
community members in the production of knowledge. These 
community partnerships include the Pomona D ay Labor Center, 
Camps Affierbaugh-Paige, Homework Enrichment & Reading 
Outreach (HERO) and Prototypes, among many others. 

As a component of CCCSI, d1c Pitzer in Ontario program 
provides a curricular connection so srudents engage wid1 com
munities on an interactive and experiential learning level and also 
connect this to methods for applied research. As students in d1e 

·' 

Pitzer in Ontario progran1's courses, Social Change Practicum, 
Qualitative Research Methods and Critical Community Studies, 
Abrams and Cook's work at Pomona's Garey High School repre
sents o ne of four new partnerships established last fall by CCCSI 
Interim Director Tessa Hicks and Pitzer in Ontario Director 
Susan Phillips. The other new partnerships formed include the 
Division of Juvenile Justice at the H erman G. Stark Youth 
Correctional Facility in Chino, Inland Congregations United for 
Change in San Bernardino and the Center for Community 
Action and Environmental Justice in Riverside. 

What srudents interning with these organizations found is 
when it comes to digesting large theoretical concepts and d1e 
importance of conducting community-based research, the Pitzer 
in Ontario program's model of learning provided them wid1 d1e 
crucial framework for understanding how to best affect positive 
change widun each of the unique con1111w1ities they worked. 

"I think community-based, participatory research is a critically 
important frontier in traditional research and our students are at 
me helm of it. It allows them to really get working in communi
ties on intense issues of exploitation, marginalization, racism and 
sexism, as well as community development, empowerment and 
rights," Hicks said. "These are really messy, complex issues that 
you can't understand fi·om just reading a textbook. You have to 

interact with people who are different than you, have different 
ideas than you and participate in an exchange d1at is both imel
lecmal and also very personal and political." 
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"Girl Talk" and Garey H igh School 

After putting up posters al l over school, Abrams ;md Cook 
recalled how they and the other peer counselors had reserved only 
a small classroom expecting ten to fifteen girls to participate in the 
first meeting of Girl Talk. At 3 p.m., however, nearly seventy girls 
lined up outside the door. "Tc was completely overwhelming, but 
probably the most exciting moment for me in d1e program 
because it really showed that we were addressing a need and peo
ple were responding," Abrams said. 

In listening ro the stories the yOtmg women at Garey High 
School shared, Abrams and Cook learned that most of them des
perately wanted ro create a safe, supportive space for dealing wid1 
the intense sociaJ issues d1ey faced such as the dating of older 
men and pressuxes to have sex. T herefore, for d1eir Social Change 
Practicum comse internship, they attended two weekly peer 
counseling classes and co-created and led Girl TaJk, a weekly 
after-school program for adolescent femaJes. 

Abrams and Cook's supportive roles in each Girl TaJk session 
was to facilitate a canclid conversation in which students could share 
their personaJ experiences and opinions about such topics as rela
tionships, violence, drugs and sex. In adclition, they invited represen
tatives !Tom locaJ, outside support agencies so students knew where 
to nun for infom1ation or help that was not offered in the school. 

As Abrams and Cook worked to foster an environment of 
mutual exchange bet\¥ccn themselves and d1e students, they 
began to understand more about d1c enormous challenges d1csc 
fourteen- to seventeen-year-old girls faced. Abrams determined 
that her own research muse concentrate on identifying why so 
many young women arc involved in what appears to be serious 

"Their dependence on Girl TaJk as a source of accurate infor
mation on the issues they face blew me out of d1c water," Cook 
said. 'We shared a lot of ourselves with d1e girls and tried to be as 
open with d1cm as possible instead of shying away from d1e ques
tions nobody else would answer. My hope is d1at these girls will 
become educators d1emselves and help inform d1eir peers, younger 
children, and even adults, about the best way for them to cope 
wid1 a given situation." 

Abrams and Cook observed that once the girls began to voice 
their concerns and seek guidance during d1e weekly Girl Talk con
versations, the girls' views began to change. They rook a step 
back, looked closely at why things were the way they were. Some 
ended dangerous relationships and others made progress in griev
ing and coping with issues of fanUliaJ abuse. Beyond d1e personal 
growth of each of the giJ·Is and how this will affect d1eir fi1turc 
encounters, Abrams and Cook noted d1e importance of d1e girls 
seeing how t\VO groups from completely different backgrounds 
can come coged1er to achieve a common goal. 

"These girls and a lot of youm out there arc encouraged to talk, 
talk, taJk, but d1ey arc never given the resources to take action," 
Abrams said. "We sat down and asked them what they hoped to 
gain from an after-school program and they actually saw their ideas 
fashioned into a successful finaJ product. I think d1is experience as a 
whole has changed their oudook on what they're capable of doing." 

Buddhist Meditation an d the Division ofJuvenile Justice 

While going abroad to immerse oneself in a different culmre 
can be fulfiiJing, the Pitzer in Ontario program holds that it is 
equally as word1while to look around the corner of one's own 

' ' We shared a lot of ourselves with the girls and tried to be as open with them as 
possible instead of shying away from the questions nobody else would answer. ' ' 

and oftentimes abusive relationships. By interviewing the girls 
about d1eir relationship experiences, Abrams uncovered d1c extcr
naJ factOrs at work that were beyond d1e control of the indivi
duals involved. ParemaJ attin1des, educational environment and 
me accepted social vaJucs and conduct within the instirution all 
played a critical role in shaping d1c foundations upon which these 
young women's relationships were built. 

Cook focused her work on d1e large number of teen pregnan
cies at Garey, which has the second highest rate in California. 
Despite d1is staggering statistic, when Cook asked the girls about 
the sex education programs offered by the school, d1ey responded 
d1at wid1 the exception of"hcaJd1 week," none existed. Noting that 
much research shows a positive correlation between d1e ages d1at a 
mod1cr and daughter experience d1cir fu-st pregnancy, Cook recog
nized the urgent need to break this pattern at Gare}~ She listened 
tO dle girls' feedback and learned mrough Girl TaJk how tO begin 
developing an effective program for educating young women 
about sex and an overall healthy lifestyle. 
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neighborhood and get to know anomer culture's different way of 
d1inking and looking at the world. New Resources student and 
psychology major Gerald Johnson '10 found himself expanding 
l:lls knowledge on Buddhist traclitions while working with the 
wards at the Division of Juvenile Justice's (D)J) Herman G. 
Stark facility in Chino. For his internship he was invited to help 
develop a weekly Buddhist medication group at d1c facility The 
DJ]'s Asian population is approximately 2 percent and previously 
no services had existed for Buddhists or d1osc interested in learn
ing to meditate. 

Since the group was newly formed, Johnson and the men ini
tially taJked du·ough some conilicting ideas about d1c direction me 
sessions should take and decided what Johnson was capable of pro
viding as d1e group's facilitator. Jolmson himself is not a Buddhist 
and the wards were all from clifferent Buddhist traditions, so d1eir 
greatest task was to fmd a level mcclium for all. Once this was 
achieved, their sessions generally came to be comprised of a begin
ning meditation, discussion of a Buddhist concept, open discussion 



about their concerns and what Johnson could do for them. 
"One ward Kim is venr curious about God: What do I tb.ink , , -) 

about God? Do r pray?," Johnson said. "We talked about the 
concept of identity and moving forward and I talked about. the 
Buddhist concept of identity and the difference between bemg 
guilty and being unskillful. We went into this rich conversation 
and for that one moment Kim dropped the wall and showed me 
who he really is. He is pretty fierce and he is known for being 
such, but there is still a human being in there." 

Rad1er d1an tell d1em they are \.vrong and he is right, once 
Johnson o-ot to know each man and tmderstood what frustrated 

0 . 
him he asked if the ward would like to learn how to deal W1d1 a , 
particular issue successfully and shared his knowledge. "Initially d1ey 
are suspicious of any new people entering and offering solutions," 

Johnson noted. "In d1eir world people need to prove d1emselves, 
and volunteers are no exception." 

Since his research project focused on collecting the men's indi
vidual narratives wid1 d1e hope of ascertaining d1e underl)ring pat
terns d1at have formed d1eir world views, Johnson had to work to 

earn their tmst. As me wards spoke of their religious, eduuc and 
cultural histories, he likewise disclosed the same information and 
o-radually they began to listen to each od1er. 0 

Having been a vollll1teer in d1e Department of Corrections for 
ftfi:een years, Johnson is quick to acknowledge he doesn't have a 
messial1 complex and he doesn't believe he is personally going to 
save any one person's soul. What he did try to do through each of 
me meditation sessions and while holding personal interviews was tO 
"plant seeds" as be put it. . 

"I mink you stick yom hand out and when mey take tt, they tc<ke 
it. And any time you put your hand out to someone and mey take it 
d1at's a benefit to d1e greater good," Jolmson said. "Increasing e\ri
dence supports d1e fact d1at restorative justice is actually much more 
beneficial to us as a society d1an retributive justice. I have a very per
sonal w1derstanding d1at people "vho are incarcerated are not neces
sarily i.nhwmu1. I dunk sometimes no one has ever told d1em what's 
right in a respectfill way." 

.• 

Interracial Youth Violence and I nland Congregations 
United for C hange 

One of d1e tenets of the Pitzer in Ontario program is mat stu
dents do not just engage in a charity model of change, but rather 
become actively involved wid1 conu11unities. Students look at how 
d1ese commtmities are and can be empowered to address social jus
tice issues and in turn how d1ey fit imo dus effort. Tlus level of 
involvement is exacdy what attracted Pomona student San1 Hanft 
'10 to the program. "When I heard about me Pitzer in Ontario 
program, it sounded unlike anydll.ng else offered at other colleges. 
The extent to wluch it emphasizes commmlity involvement reaches 
far beyond any other program," Hanft said. 

Prior to Hanft's arrival as an intern, Inland Congregations 
United for Chano-e (ICUC) had assembled quantitative research 

0 d. d1at found, among od1er things, 78 percent of students surveye m 
San Bernardino had experienced violence in d1eir schools and 85 
percent of students indicated d1at programs were needed to address 
racism. The next step for ICUC was to collect qualitative research 
and d1at is where Hanft and Scripps College student Laura 
Schreiner '09 entered d1e pictme. They were able to take what d1ey 
learned in d1eir Qualitative Research Med1ods course and direcdy 
apply it at d1e research site by sitting down wid1 students and talk
ing \\rith d1em about d1eir indi\ridual experiences with violence. 

''It wasn't just Laura and I, we were helped by d1e students 
involved in ICUC, mey were our co-interviewers and we talked 
about d1e results toged1er," Hartfi: noted. ''It really was a partnerslup. 
It wasn't just us going in and doing researd1 on d1ese kids i.n San 
Bernardino; mey were really participants in me research, not just 
research subjects. We did san1ple interviews and men came back and 
flushed out what worked and what didn't and we revised together." 

After speaking wid1 all types of students, Hanft and Ius co
researchers observed the extent tO wlu ch students felt alienated by 
meir schools and desired more respect. "Most instances of violence, 
bod1 between distinct races and with a single race, arise out of d1e 
students' desire for respect and dignity amongst a society that largely 
denies them any validation of d1eir self-worth on account of their 
race and socioecononlic status," Hartfi: said. 

As a result, many students have internalized the racism and 
oppression d1ey suffer on a daily basis and have grown tO see 
memselves as inherendy violent. Growing up in the U.S. where d1e 
typical pad1 to success is defmed as going to school, getti•~g good 
grades, securing a !ugh-paying job and becoming a consp1cuous 
conswner, these students appear to be channeling d1eir anger and 
frustration wid1 the impossible natme of aclueving d1is drean1 at 
each oilier and especially at those belonging to a race od1er d1ru1 
d1eir own. 

''It's not enough, however, to simply show students d1e prob
lem," Hanft said. "They need tools to ac!Ueve change placed imo 
meir bru1ds. They need empowerment." Such tools for change and 
empowerment may lie in me very conversations Hrum and his co
reseru·d1ers initiated since these discussions encouraged srudents to 
begin recognizing that their current situation doesn't have to remain 
a fact of life. Once d1ey began talking about the issues, Hanft noted 
me myriad ideas mey had to help improve ilieir conmmnities. 
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Ideas such as the need for more parks, basketball courts and recre
ation centers; a need for better school programming that truly 
engages the student demographic; and after-school activities, espe
cially support groups in which they could voice their concerns and 
build relationships wid1 students of other races. 

Mira Lorna Village and the Center for Community Action 
and Environmental ] ustice 

Similar to her fellow students in the Pitzer in Ontario pro
gram, Maris Findlay '10, a self-designed major in Urban Sntdie , 
strove du·ough her research to ensure that the stories of marginal
ized citizens were heard. Her internship wid1 d1e environmental 
justice group Center for Commun ity Action and Environmental 
Justice (CCAEJ) in Riverside had her chronicle the stories of 
Mira Loma Village residents. 

Comprised of 101 homes and surrounded by d1e 60 freeway, 
railways and industrial parks, Mira Loma Village (MLV) has the 
worst air quality in the nation. Its predominandy Latino resi
dents suffer from numerous ailments including chronic bronchitis 

and asthma. Previously occupied by dairy farms and wineries, 
community members in MLV have watched as the development 
of industry mushroomed around them during d1e last five years. 
While CCAEJ has prevented the construction of six warehouses 
since 2006, the community remains completely choked by indus
try and there is current!}' a proposal to build an inland port on 
one of the last pieces of open land. 

"J wanted to give a voice tO members of mis conlt11unity SO 
their humanity did not become lost in d1e terrifying quantitative 
statistics that demonstrate the impacts of pollution on community 
health," Findlay said. "My research aimed to convey d1e informa
tion that community members themselves wanted heard, rather 
than what researchers and scientists viewed as necessary" 

In addition to organizing materials for community meetings 
and going door-to-door ro encourage d1e participation of resi
dents, Findlay assisted in the compilation of a needs-based survey 
to determine what MLV believed to be the most critical concerns 
about their community. Based on her field notes, she identified 
several recurring themes amongst the accounts shared by the 
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citizens: pollution/ traffic, health impacts, politics, struggling 
economies and a sense of helplessness. 

Lilly, a MLV resident who lives on Urbana Street ncar the 
intersection of Iberia Street and Etiwanda Avenue, said her com
munity is just "too noisy, too polluted, a.nd d1e dirt comes in any
where." Findlay wrote in her field notes: 

"Lilly has lived in MLV for thirty-four years .... Her two 
children, bod1 sons, suffer from mental illness. Aside from dus, 
they both have asthma and experience symptoms at least once a 
week .... Lilly too, has developed allergies, sinus problems and 
recurring headaches in just the past five or six years. While I sit 
and speak to Lilly, her }'Otmgest son, Ricky, is having problems 
breailiing today and I can hear the strain in his inhalations now 
that he is right next to me." 

Since their community has become so undesirable, residents 
have fow1d it nearly impossible to sell their homes and many can
not afford to move elsewhere. According to Findla)~ MLV residents 
arc victims of environmental racism who have been systematically 
excluded from environmental decisions that severely impact their 
well-being. Community members such as Lilly believe the reason 
the warehouses were constructed around them was "more or less 
because it is a Hispanic community'' and many powerful commwu
ty leaders asstm1e d1is popuJation will not fight back. 

Anod1er resident, Sam, stated that "If we were all well 
informed the world wou ld be a different p lace," and that is pre
cisely what Findlay hopes ro have accmately exposed by dctaiJiJ1g 
the injustices mis population must endure. 

Moving Forward 

While d1ese students and their internships with four new com
munity partnerships represent only a small sampling of sntdents' 
efforts in the Pitzer in Ontario program, they are illustrative of the 
incredible academic and personal investments each student has 
made toward affecting positive change on a local level. In fact, save 
for two students (one of whom is studying abroad this spring), all 
of those involved in internships and research during the Fall semes
ter expressed a heartfelt desire to continue d1eir work. Professors 
Hicks and Phillips in ntrn created a new Advanced Researd1 
Practicun1 course that will provide students wid1 a class forum in 
which to find support and dialog for the issues they encounter as 
they continue on in another semester of community-based research. 

Abrams is currently applying for grants to secure long-term 
fimding for the Girl1hlk program at Garey and to establish addi
tional programs for male students. Cook plans tO make Girl Talk a 
nationally accredited after-school program branching out ro od1er 
sd1ools du·oughout d1e U.S., beginning vvid1 d1e Chicagoland area 
near her home. Johnson hopes to further investigate the wards' per
sonal narratives and any possible links wid1 being d1ildrcn of war or 
trauma. In conjunction witl1 his fellow ICUC researchers, Hanft is 
working wid1 sntdents to tranSform his research into an eight-page 
report dley can share with the local govemment. Finall}~ Findlay is 
continuing to tackle issues of environmental justice b)' writing policy 
proposals on the zoning of indusny to help ensure that unjust situa
tions such as those found Ln Mira Lorna Village arc eliminated . • 
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How did the formation of 
KKOOM come about? 

Our path to creating IG(OOM 
began with our Fulbright 
fellowship experiences as volun
teers at an orphanage in Gun1i, 
South Korea, called 
"Samsungwon." Having suc
cessfully raised funds for adcti
tional supplies for the orphan
age from our friends and family, 
we statted talking about the 
needs of the other orphanages 
and group homes in Korea and 
what we could do to help. 
Thus, in 2007 we created the 
NGO, Korean Kids & 
Orphanage Oun·each Mission 
(KKOOM), so we could con
tinue to help Samsungwon and 
also e.xpand to other orphanages 
in Soud1 Korea. IG<OOM 
means "dream" in Korean. 

What specific challenges do 
these children face and how 
will KKOOM help improve 
their lives? 

The biggest challenge ilie chil
dren face is not having the 
same opportunities, especially 
in terms of education. Most 
parents send d1eir children to 
hagwons or after-school acade
mies to supplement d1eir edu
cation. While Samsw1gwon 
children do receive sponsor
ships to hagwons, iliere is not 
enough money or scholarships 
for all of d1em. When we vol
unteered and held classes at 
Samsungwon, we taught sup
plemental English classes to 

.. 

Q&A PROFILE 
Leanne Stein '05 explains how she 
helped establish the Korean Kids & 
Orphanage Outreach Mission to 
enrich the lives of children living in 
orphanages and group homes. 

help reduce that gap. 

KKOOM seeks to enrich the 
lives of these children by pro
viding educational materials, 
new experiences and special 
progranuning. We see what we 
have been able to do tO help 
the eighty-nine children at 
Sa.msun~von and want tO 

expand this effort. 

Since the organization's 
founding in September, what 
has been achieved already? 

Even though KKOOM was 
just established in September, 
we have already raised more 
d1an $5,000 to continue to 
support Samsungwon and to 
branch out. 

In December we organized a 
Clu·istmas party at 
Samsungwon where twenty
five current Fulbrighters 
pitched in to help wid1 d1e 
party and to cook a spaghetti 
ctinner and French toast break
fast. Each child received gifts 
sent from American donors 
and they made holiday thank
you cards to honor KI<OOM's 
"360° giving'' philosophy. We 
believe d1at you should be able 
to see your gifts home to 
fruition, and as Fulbright fel
lows we understand the impor
tance of cultural understanding 
and learning. We hope clu·ough 
programs Like these we help 
cl1e orphanages and group 
homes, and also raise aware
ness and teach donors more 

about South Korea. 

What are KKOOM's goals? 

We have big dreams. We would 
like to be able to sponsor clUl
dren to go to hagwons and cre
ate more after-school programs. 
We want to be able to provide 
suppott tO cl1e youth after cl1ey 
leave and statt d1eir own Jives 
and encomage them to continue 
post-high-school education. We 
want to provide an e.xchange 
program for some of the 
d1il.dren tO come visit the U .S. 
for two weeks. We want to 
serve their needs, whatever 
those may be, so that their lives 
can be as rich and full as any 
other Korean clUld's. 

How did your Pitzer education 
lead you to and prepare you 
for this work? 

Perhaps the most in1portant 
d1ing I learned at Pitzer was 
d1at I could make a ctifference 
in a community Sometimes aU 
ilie problems one sees in the 
world seem Like too much to 
fLX, too much to handle, too 
much to be bothered with. Bm 
at Pitzer I gained cl1e confi
dence and the skills to initiate 
change, and the realization that 
every little effort helps. 

We arc a global world, a global 
commtmity, and om actions 
affect everyone. I know without 
a doubt cl1at I would not have 
studied abroad in Botswana, 
would not have applied for a 
Fulbright, and would not have 
thought I could help statt an 

NGO without my four years at 
Pitzer. My Pitzer education set 
the smge that allowed me to 
receive a Fulbright. 

Throughout my fourteen 
months in Korea, Pitzer influ
enced every interaction, con
versation and choice I made. 
Ald1ough it is bard to pinpoint 
exactly what part of my Pitzer 
experience and what part of 
my Fulbright year led me to 
help create I<KOOM, it is all 
undoubtedly connected. 

What inspires your work? 

The time I spent volunteering 
at Samsungwon during my 
Fulbright was my favorite part 
of each week. The kids took 
me completely into meir lives 
and worlds. They taught me 
Korean and about Korea- cl1ey 
grew to oust me. They gave 
me so much, if not more, man 
I gave tl1em. The kids inspire 
me, inspire all of us involved in 
I<KOOM to create more 
opportunities for mem. 

What advice do you have for 
those interested in pursuing 
this same type of work? 

Believe in yourself Opportunities 
come to cl10se who seek them 
and sn·ive to help make a dif
ference. None of us involved in 
I<KOOM realized d1ree years 
ago how big we could get, 
how much money we could 
raise, how much we could do. 
It all started because we needed 
money for cl1e educational pro
grams we were rwming, and it 
tmned into a dream to expand 
to help other orphanages and 
group homes. So my advice 
may seem simple, but I think 
d1at if you trust in yourseLf and 
believe in what you are doing 
you will find d1at opportw1ities 
will present cl1emselves, many 
times opportunities you ctid 
not even realize were mere . • 

For more information visit 
www.kkoom.org. 
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As chairman for Lawyers without Borders and a representative of the 
American Bar Association to the United Nations, Houston Putnam Lowry '76 

knows that systematic change requires attention to detail, but more 
importantly the courage to stand up for your beliefs. 

Houston Putnam Lowry '76 is an anomaly: he is a man who loves his job. Lowry is a lawyer serving 
as one of five American Bar Association (ABA) representatives to the United Nations in New York; he 
privately practices law for the firm of Brown & Welsh in Connecticut; and he is chairman of the Board 
of Lawyers Without Borders. 

"I have the world's best job-representing these organizations-because I can get out there and voice concerns that 
no one else feels comfortable mentioning," Lowry said. "I can take a position just because it's a principled position . I can 
say 'hey, torture is a bad thing,' 'human rights arc good' and 'we shouldn't discriminate agajnst women' and I don't have 
to compromise. This is an intrinsic human right." 

Lowry is serving his sixth year as an ABA representative to the UN, but considers his work with Lawyers Without 
Borders to be even more important. T he organization provides training to lawyers and judges internationally, serves as a 
resow-ce for cotum·ies without technological advances like those in the United States, and conducts research on ongoing inter
national issues such as orphans of AIDS in western Afi·ica. It puts the legal systems of other counuies on the world stage. 

"Since our reportS are not generally public, but are shared with the governments of the courtS we enter, we have the 
opportunity to observe closed trials," Lowry said. "For the most part we fllld that d1e gualjty of judging and legal services 
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is higher if someone is sitting in the back of the room watching, 
to remind people that dus is not a simple conversation occmring 
in the dark ofd1e night." 

Those reminding entities in the comrrooms make comments 
and point out problems that are observed in a way that may not 
be as high profile as an orgaruzation like Amnesty International, 
but allows for greater access and responsiveness. 

His freedom of political agendas allows Lowry to stand up 
and point out the gaps and flaws in legislation as a lawyer, ar<d as 
a citizen, sometimes showi ng up to proceedings wid1out a client. 
Lowry stays informed by reading, at minimum, the tide and pm
pose of every bill introduced in the Connecticut state legislature. 

The world is rw1 by d1ose who show up, and when he fmds 
an interest, Lowry is d1ere, commenting on drafts to make sure 
legislation does not have Lmintended consequences and is techni
cal enough to cover all d1e bases, practicing reducti01usm ar1d 
pragmatism for bottom-up swttegies. 

"Sometimes I represent the Bar· Association, and I go in and 
argue with people when we disagree with the logic of their posi
tion ... I do this because I have an inter-

up" with him. Pitzer had not yet developed a formal Student 
Senate. "There was no government other than the large collective 
1ve and me large town meetings,'' said Lowry. "It was anachronis
tic, working things out as a whole community." 

Such experiences are similar to those facing Lowry in his em
rent position, navigating interests and poli tical philosoplues in 
international organizations and meetings. Committee work lends 
itself to learning how to interact witl1 others. "I guess you eat 
with a ktlife and fo rk, try not to tell someone they are stupid in 
another language, listen to tl1em and try to figure out why they 
are reacting a certain wa)~" Lowry said. "You are trying to under
stand what principle tl1ey are attempting to fi.trtl1er and see if 
tl1ere is a way to reach a combination that will fi.u-tl1er botl1 of 
your principles. I t's not simply a win or lose process." 

Graduating from Pitzer with a BA in psychology and PoliticaJ 
Studies, Lowq remembers his adviser, Professor John Rodman, 
as a positive influence on his college experience. Lowry laughed 
as be recalled that Rodman bad reportedly told someone mat he 
could not see how his advisee would ever succeed in politics 

est in the proposal that was made," 
Lowry said. 

As a result of his tendency to "show 
up," Lowry has conu·ibuted to the join
ing of the party to the convention d1at 
eliminates racial discrimination, torture, 
and d1e par·ty to the United Nations 
covenant on civil and hwnar1 rights. 

' ' It's a system of justice 
so it doesn't work impeccably 

when Lowry was ar11ong tl1e least politi
cally adept individuals Rodman knew. 
"You know, it's probably u·ue," admitted 
Lowry. "And I have not quite figured out 
why I am so successful at lobbying, other 
thar1 I do lobby for what I view as good. 
I don't do it for pay. I'm not a gun for 
lure. I lobby because I have an interest." 

"When I started off, these things 
seemed dreadfully obvious," said Lowry. 
"Now, people are going 'oh, that wasn't 
dreadfully obvious!' and we've fe<ed a few 
things." 

The analytical thinking Lowry believes 
is useful in law may be likened to comput
er programnling. "Generally in the interna
tional coJmnunity, the success of the body 
in accomplishing its work is directly pro
portional to how technical the work is," he 
stated. While at Pitzer, Lowry served as a 
computer consultant, which allowed him 
to approach problems in ways he came co 

every time. That's the differ
ence between justice and a 
system of justice. You have to 
make sure you investigate the 
specific circumstances and 
make sure you don't lump 
different things together 

Leonar·d Levy was one of Lowty's 
professors for the history of constimtional 
law, and Lowty appreciated me high 
standards he held for his students. '1\t one 
point, Levy wrote 'yom writing style is 
suited for a cracker-bar-rel column in a 
rural daily' and it may in fact, only be suit
ed for tl1at," Lowry adnutted. "I am not 
going to write the great American novel, 
but it seems to have done okay for me." when there are ways to In representing d1c ABA, Lowty usu
ally attends UN Commission on 
International Trade Law proceedings and 
keeps an eye Out for issues in which his 

distinguish. ' ' 

realize were not me norm. H e added that critical evaluations ar·e 
crucial in international legal matters, and can be vety political. A 
semi-serious joke in Jus field is tl1at one person's terrorist is anotl1er 
person's freedom fighter. 

''It's a system of justice so it doesn't work impeccably evety 
time," said Lowry. "That's d1e difference between justice ar1d a 
system of justice. You have to make sure you investigate d1e spe
cific circumstances ar1d make sme you don't lump different things 
together when there are ways to distinguish." 

Lowry fondly remembers Pitzer College for the space stu
dents are given to voice their opinions and present alternative 
proposals to me adnlinistration. He served on the Boar·d of 
Trustees budgetaty committee, and as he remembers, they "put 

.. 

legal expertise may serve to develop better 
solutions, particularly when political tmderstanding may faU short. 

"We receive a text and talk about it. Yon n·y to make a com
ment tl1at doesn't violate tl1e policy of the organization you arc 
representing at the time, or be so vituperative tl1at you offend tl1e 
people you are talki ng to," Lowry explained. "There can be some 
navigating, ar1d because I'm not vet")' politically adept, it can be 
vety interesting." 

Considering long-term goals for Ius work, Lowty does not 
presume to know. ''I'm not sme d1ere is an end gan1e," Lowry 
said. "To improve things. It's a process, it's not a goal mat you 
ever reach." . 

- JESSICA SCHWARTZ '08 
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PITZER FACULTY 

BOOKPLATE 

Television at the Movies 
Cinematic atzd Critical &spouses to 
American Broadcasting 

Tracy B iga MacLean, academic direcror of 
Intercollegiate Media Studies, and her co-author Jon 
Nelson Wagner have a tmiguc approach to the study of 
television. They view its history and reception not only 
through important articles about the medium, but also 
through analyzing how Hollywood auteur cinema has 
commented on television over the decades. TeieJ,isiou at 
the Movies argues that the sntdy of televis ion is a crucial 
aspect of understanding our recent and conremporaty 
culture, and it provides an illuminating point of entry 

for students and researchers in the field. 
Continuum, 2008 • 240 pages • $29.95 

An Introduction to the Sociology 
of Work and Occupations 
Contimtity and Change in the 13vmty-First Centu.ry 

Rudi Volti, professor emerituS of sociology, introduces 
students to highly relevant analyses of today's industrial 
and post-industrial society by connecting work and occu
pations to the key subjects of sociological inquiry
social and technological change, race, ethnicit)~ gender, 
social class, education, social networks, and modes of organization. 
The text provides useful analysis of a broad range of topics, covering the 
changes in the world of work from hunting and gathering to today's 
Information Age. Featming a broad range of topics, this book provides crucial 
insight into how Life and work arc evolving in the twenty-ftrst cennu1~ 
Pine Forge Press, 2007 • 296 pages • $49.95 

Protogaea 

Protcgaea, an an1bitious account of terrestrial JustO!")~ was 
cenn-al to the development of the earth sciences in d1e 
eighreenm cennuy and provides key philosophical 
insights into the unity of Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz's 
mought and writings. Even though Protogaea has lan
guished in its original Latin for centULies, now Andre 
Wakefield, assistant professor of histOI)~ and Claudil1e 
Cohen offer me first English translation of mis centr-al 

t~'t in natw-al philosophy and natural histOI")~ 

University of Chicago Press, 2008 • 204 pages • $55.00 
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PROFESSOR BILL 
ANTHES 

Receives 
Graves Award 
BILL ANTHES, assistant professor of art 
histoty, has received a Graves Award for 
2007-08. The Graves Awards, admirustcred 
at Pomona CoUegc, under d1e auspices of 
d1e Ametican Council of Learned Societies, 
honor "outstanding accomplishment in 
actual teaching in me humanities by 
younger facult)' members." The award 
allows )'Otmger faculty ro undertake 
research to develop new courses. 

Anthes proposes to develop a course 
d1at examines how local/indigenous artists 
become part of d1e global, contemporary 
art world through me exanlples of native 
North American and Soum Afii.can artists. 
Wim the support of the Graves Award, 
Anthes will travel in Soud1 Afi·ica, sntdying 
d1e emerging conrempora1y art world in 
this newly democratic, multiracial nation. 

"My experience at Pitzer has encour
aged me to further develop a comparative 
and global focus in m)' teaching. 
Contemporary South African artists, since 
the dismantling of Apartheid, have 
stepped into d1e international art world," 
And1es said. ''1 am eager to bring this 
material more fully into my teaching of 
contemporary art history." 

Most recently, Anthes published an 
article titled "Learning from Fo>..'Woods: 
Visualizing tl1e Mashantucket Pequot 
Tribal Nation" in the Spring 2008 issue of 
.Americmt India11 Q;mn:erly. He was also 
elected to d1e Native American Art Sntdies 
Association's Board of Directors for 
2007-09. 

This is the third Graves Award for 
Pitzer since 2003: Carina Johnson, assis
tant professor of history, received the 
award in 2003 and Andre Wakefield, 
assistant professor of histOI")\ in 2005. 



Martha Barcenas-Mooradian, visiting 
insu·uctor of Spanish, gave a presentation 
titled "Current Theories of Adult Second 
Language Acquisition" for the American 
Association of Teachers of Spanish and 
Pormguese. She also published an article 
titled "The Church, Immigrants and a 
Program in Pomona" in the August 10 issue 
of The Tidings. 

Carol Brandt, vice presi
dent for international 
programs, gave a presen
tation titled "Sharing the 
Pain: Conflict Resolution 
Toward Intercultural 
Education" for the 
Council on International 

Educational Exchange in Toronto, Canada. 

Jose Calderon, professor 
of sociology and Chicano 
Smdies, gave a presenta
tion tided "Immigration: 
Influences on Family, 
Individuals and 
Education" at Pepperdine 
University's Graduate 

School of Education and Psyd1ology 
Diversity Council's speaker series on 
Multicultural Issues Impacting Community. 
He gave another presentation titled 
''Engaged Scholarship and Faculty 
Development" at the Conference on 
Co1mecting Commtmities: The University 
and Multi-Etlmic Civic Engagement, A 
Soutl1ern California Regional Symposium 
at the University of California, Irvine. 
Calder6n also discussed the political analy
sis of 2007 issues and tl1e Latino vote for 
tl1e radio show Despierta Ya Campesino. 

Emily Chao, associate professor of antlu·opol
ogy, presented a paper titled "Reinventions of 
the Past: Cultural Heritage and Tomism 
Development in Lijiang" as part of a panel 
on development in China's interior at me 
American Antl1ropological A<;sociation 
Meeting held in Washington DC. 

.. 

Paul Faulstich, professor 
of En vi ron mental 
Smdies, gave an invited 
keynote lecmre titled 
"Campus Susrainability: 
Crafting a Green 
Strategic Plan" at 

Otterbein College in Ohio. He gave anoth
er presentation at the Australian Fulbright 
Scholar Seminar at me University of 
California, San Diego. Faulstich was also 
appointed to the Board of Directors of tl1e 
California Wilderness Coalition. 

Carmen Fought, associate 
professor of linguistics, 
presented a paper titled 
"I'd Better Schedule an 
MRI: The Linguistic 
Construction of 'White' 
Etlmicity>' at tl1e New 
Ways of Analyzing 

Variation conference in Philadelphia. 

Judith V. Grabiner, Flora 
Sanborn Professor of 
Mathematics, presented a 
paper titled "It's All for 
tl1e Best: Optimization in 
Eighteenth-Century 
Science" at tl1c national 
<Uu1ual joint meeting of tl1c 

Mamematical Association of Ame1ica and the 
American Matl1ematical Society in San Diego. 

Brian L. Keeley, associate 
professor of philosoph)~ 
was interviewed by Steve 
Karesh '97 in December 
on the topic of conspiracy 
for XM Radio 130-
POTUS '08. He also 
organized a weeklong 

series of talks, tutorials and discussions on 
''Neurophjlosophy, Neuroetl1ology and tl1e 
Senses" for tl1e CF Neuroscience 
Programme at tl1e Instituro Gulbenkian de 
Ciencia in Lisbon, Portugal. 

Jim lehman, professor of 
economics, participated in 
me panel focusing on 
increasing FTA leverage 
particularly in South Korea 
and Soud1east Asia for me 
Competitive Regionalism 
Conference held at USC. 

David leland, adjunct 
assistant professor of psy
chology, published an 
article titled '~terior 
Cingulate Cortex and 
Benefit of Predictive 

FACULTY notes 

Cueing on Response Inhibition in 
Stimulant Dependent Individuals" in the 
January 15 issue of Biological Psychiatry. 

lee Munroe, research professor of antlu·o
pology, published an article titled 
"Response to Ember and Ember's 'Climate, 
Econiche, and Se:x.'uality: Influences on 
Sonority in Language"' in me December 
issue of American Anthropologist. 

Jackie Levering-Sullivan, 
founder and director of 
Pitzer's Writing Center, 
presented a workshop 
titled "Yow1g Writers 
Writing" at me Charlotte 
S. Huck Children's 
Literatme Festival at me 

University of Redlands. She will also be 
part of tl1e faculty at a writers retreat spon
sored by the Southern Califomia Society of 
Children's Book Writers and Illusu·arors. 

laura Skandera Trombley, president, pub
lished an article titled "Mark Twain'sAnnus 
Horribilis o£1908-1909" in the winter 2008 
issue of Anwican Literary Realism. She 
delivered an invited lecture, "Mark 1.\vain's 
Am1us Hmribilis of 1908-1909 ," at the 
Center for Mark Twain Smdies in Elmira, 
New York, on September 19, 2007. 

Dana Ward, professor of 
Political Studies, pub
lished a chapter on Elisee 
Reclus and Piotr 
Kropotkin and tl1e origins 
of anarchocommtmism in 
tl1e edited voltU11e, New 
Perspectives on Anarchism. 

(Lexington Books, 2008). He also gave a 
presentation on tl1e Anarchy Archives online 
resource at tl1e "Scholarly Collaboration and 
SmaU Colleges in tl1e Digital Age" meeting 
held at Pomona College. 

Phil Zuckerman, associate 
professor of sociolog)~ gave 
a presentation tided 
"Secularity in Scandinavia" 
at the Religion in tl1e 
1\venty-First Century con
ference in Copenhagen, 
Demnark. 
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FROM HIS OUTRAGEOUS wardrobe 
and love of cars to his impassioned lec
mrcs in economics, Professor Han•ey 
Borwin has become one of Pitzer 
College's mosr legendary faculty members. 
For forty years, Harvey inspired countless 
studenrs ro study economics by transform
ing a complex subject into one that was 
accessible and exciting. 

A dinner was held recently in Harvey's 
honor to commemorate his retirement 
from Pi t7..<:r last year. Seventy of Harvey's 
fi·iends and family, faculty, past studenrs 
and even three of his own high-school 
classmates attended tl1e gala event hosted 
by Ron Burkle and his daughtet; Carrie, 
also a big fan. The gathering was held in 
the Burkle's guest house, already deco
rated in a '70 theme with smoky mir
rored spaces, sparldy chandeliers and 
beaded window coverings-all very 
"Harve)~ '' Guesrs drank Harvey 
Wallbangers and Tequila Sunrises and 
dined on grilled cheese sandwiches, ham-

' (; We knew that he loved 

mat as his smdents we all love Harvey and 
feel mat our Lives have become better 
because of him. We knew mat Harvey 
loved each of us as his own children, as 
pan of an ever increasing extended famil)~ 
not for him to possess, but for him to nur
nu·e and guide and let go when the time 
was right." 

Tracy envisioned a way for Harvey's 
students to honor his legacy and make a 
difference to funu·e economics studems as 
well. Wim her lead gift, tl1e College was 
able to establish the Endowment, which 

each of us as his own children, will enhance me senior-year experience for 
students studying economics.The fund will 
provide monies for a speaker series, small 
group discussions and field trips, and an 
award for the finest mesis. Contributions 
to me Endowment have reached more 
tl1an $177,000 coward a $200,000 goal. 

as part of an ever increasing 
extended family, not for him to 
possess, but for him to nurture 
and guide and let go when the 

time was right. ' 5 One of me many highlighrs of me 
evening included an auction of one of 
Harvey's famous shirts, wim proceeds 
benefiting me Endowment. Plans are 

burger sliders and tomato soup, in addition ro more current fare. underway to make mis auction an annual event in conjunction 
wim Alumni Reunion Weekend. Stay tuned-you too could own 
one of Harvey's shirts! 

Alumni, faculty and friends who could not attend the celebra
tion in person sent letters of congratulations and good wishes, 
which were compiled imo a memoty book for Harvey. In me 
words of Tracy McDonald '82, lead donor and founder of the 
Harvey Borwi n Endowment for Economics, "It is no accident 
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For more information on how to make a gift or pledge, 
please e-mail marilyn _ray@pitze1:edu or call the Office of 
Advancement at (909) 621-8130. 



Jim Lehman. Harvey Botwin. Janet Steeper P'98, Carrie Burkle '98 

"His seminar in Contemporary 
Economic Issues engaged 
math-phobes and econ-phobes 
alike, and made enthusiasts 
-and sometimes even 
majors-out of them." 

-Jim Lehman, 
Professor of Economics 

Louise Thornton '68, Stew Suchman, Nancy Bushnell '69 Tracy McDonald '82, Maureen Lynch '77, Debra Warfel Harvey Botwin, Bruce Ross '72, Randy Ross '76 

"I was one of those students that you inspired to understand that economics was not such a 
complex subject after all - but was indeed a subject that was accessible and exciting to even the 
most 'economically uninitiated' of students!" 

-Christine Maxwell '72 

"I appreciated and admired the 
time and effort you put into your 
lectures, and their great integrative 
approach, as well as your 
willingness and ability to cross 
disciplines to broaden these ideas 
and concepts." 

-Dave Colman '05 

.• 

Mark Scher '75, Sue Feniger '76, President Laura Skandera Trombley 
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International Programs 
UPDATES ON PITZER COLLEGE'S STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 

Record Number of Pitzer Smdents Approved 
to Study Abroad 

In the coming year, more than 200 srudems will be studying abroad in 
thirty countries on fifty-four programs. Th.is will move the CoUege rap
idly toward 75 percent of its graduating class having srudied abroad
one of the highest rates of participation in the nation. Destinations for 
ow- srudent sojourners include Argentina, Australia, Botswana, 
Cameroon, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, 
Ecuador, England, Finland, France, German% India, Israel, Ital)~ 
Japan, Jordan, Latvia, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, 1 ed1erlands, Russia, 
South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, and Turkey. 
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,... A Very Favorable Exchange Rate 
Joining Pitzer's thirty-seven international exchange programs for 2009-
10 will be new university partnerships in Essex, England; Cairo, Egypt 
and Dakar, Senegal. This year fifty-five students from abroad have 
come to Pitzer on exchange from twenty-one countries, including 
Afghanistan, Ausu·alia, Botswana, Brazil, Canada, England, Finland, 
France, German)~ Italy, Japan, Korea, Morocco, the Nemerlands, 
South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, 
Turkey, Vietnam, and Uzbekistan. 

Cairo, Egypt 

A World of 
Languages at 
Pitzer 

Through d1e fifteen 
languages represented 
by Pitzer's sixty-six 
international students 
from nineteen coun
o'ics, Pitzer has 
expanded the range of 
language experiences 
available to smdents 
before or after srudy 
abroad beyond me lan
guages taught regularly 
in Claremont. This 
semester Tmkish, Zulu, 
Setswana, Finnish, 
Viernan1ese, and 
Uzbeki represent Less 
Commonly Taught 
Language (LCfL) 
smdy possibilities. 

Pitzer in Nepal 
The Pitzer in Nepal 
program successfuJJy 
completed its first semester 
back in Kathmandu with 
students studying the 
development of Nepal's 
new secular democrac)~ 
The Pitzer in Nepal Health 
Hospitality progran1, estab
lished in 1986 to provide 
healm care and education 
for poor Nepalis from 
remote villages who have 
serious illnesses or injuries 
but no access to healm 
care, continues to provide 
valuable health care intern
ships for Pitzer smdents 
and reciprocity ro our host 
communities. Well over two 
mousand Nepalis have been 
served by d1e program. 



I NTERNATlONAL p1·ogrn111s 

~ Geographical Information 
Systems Mapping Completed 
at the Firestone Center 

In December, Professor of Biology 
Donald McFarlane (Joint Science), 
Professor of Geology Richard Hazlett 

Professor of Biology Donald McFarlane (Joint Science), Professor of 
Geology Richard Hazlett (Pomona College), Vice President for International 
Programs Carol Brandt (Pitzer College). Keith Christenson (wildlife biologist, 
volunteer) and Warren Roberts (Gis-Honnold Library) 

(Pomona College), Keith Christenson (wildlife biologist, volunteer) and Warren Roberrs 
(GI5-Honnold Library) transported sophisticated Geographic Information S)'Stems (GIS) gear and 
traditional tape, clinometer, and pole technology down steep slopes and up slippery stream beds to 
add the last of 4,904 data pointS to a GIS map of the Firestone reserve in Costa Rica. The data can 
now be used for spatial analysis to predict land and soil changes not only for d1e Firestone property 
as it restores, but also the lands and streams of neighboring properties in irs watershed, thanks to 
derailed satellite imagery purchased by Honnold Library for the Firestone Center. 

~ Field Research Opporrunities Increase in Ecuador, Botswana and China 
The Pitzer in Ecuador university-based program has been redesigned as an undergraduate field 
research program to meet the needs of the growing number of Pitzer studentS with advanced-level 
proficiency in Spanish and interest in Andean Studies, including learning Quechua, a widely spo
ken indigenous language of d1e Andean region. The emphasis on conducting community-based 
research continues in Pitzer in Borswana and Pitzer in China, which have both added field meth
ods courses specific to those culn1ral conte.ns as a way of deepening the Pitzer undergraduate 
abroad research experience. 

.. 

~ Sara Farooqi '08 
Wins Fellowship 
to Kobe, Japan 
through New 
Collaboration with 
Kobe Women's 
University 

For d1e second year in a 
row, the H yo go 
Earthquake Memorial 
Research Instimte for the 
Twenty-first Cennu·y 
(HEM2l), a new d1ink
tank established in Japan in 
association with the World 
Health Organization, is 
providing a full scholarship 
for a Pitzer student to par
ticipate in irs International 
Summer School in August 
2008. Studies will focus on 
the role of local govern
mentS and citizens toward 
the formation of a frame
work of cooperation in the 
Asia-Pacific region around 
issues of human security 
and multiculmral symbio
sis. The scholarshjp was 
established to celebrate the 
new collaboration in inter
national education between 
Pitzer College and Kobe 
Women's University 
(KWU). Current!}~ eleven 
sntdenrs from KWU arc 
studying abroad in "Pitzer 
in Claremont" right here 
on campus, enjoying 
homesrays with American 
families and volw1teer 
internships in Claremont 
organizations while study
ing English. 
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PARENT progrants 

LET'S GO GREEN was a fitting theme for 
this year's Pitzer College Family Weekend 
and Fourth Annual Scholarship Auction. 
More than four hLmdred parents and fami
lies flocked to d1e campus tO enjoy organic 
food, tour the green residence halls, bid on 
unique auction items and most especially, 
recotmect with their Pitzer students. 

The Weekend kicked off Friday after
noon with tours of the new green residence 
halls by Dean of Students Jim Marchant 
and a panel discussion featuring alumni 
from various professional fields answering questions about career opportunities. The 
Claremont Colleges' a cappella group, "The Claremont Shades," serenaded families pool
side at the Welcome Reception d1at evening. 

On Saturday, families had the chance to enjoy Pitzer faculty-led discussions. President 
Laura Skandera Trombley also offered her State of d1e College address in the newly built 
Founding Faculty Amphitheater. 

Sunday's parent-student field u·ips gave families an opportunity to explore the L.A. 
area wid1 a visit to the Musew11 of Tolerance or a service at the historical First African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Those who elected to stay on campus were u·eated to a 
series of films produced by Pitzer smdents and faculty. Other discussions during the 
weekend covered topics such as study abroad, graduation preparation and fellowships. 

This year's Scholarship Auction was an enormous success raising a record-breaking 
$75,000 to benefit d1e Parents Association Scholarship Fund. The enthusiasm and gen
erosity of rl1e parents, students, alumni and friends who donated and bid bod1 online 
and at me live event were overwhelming. A performance by "Midnight Echo," a Pitzer 
smdent a cappella group, brought the evening to a festive close. 

Family Weekend was the culmination of many hours of planning, preparation and 
production by volunteer parents, smdents, alumni, faculty and staff. We sincerely rl1ank 
you for your support and look forward to next year's event! 
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Clockwise from top left: Stephen Shortall '10 (back left) 
and Yasi Razvan '1 0 (front center) with their families; 
Jan Cairns '10 with his parents Jim and Vanna; Students 
and parents enjoy a field trip to the historical First African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in L.A. with Professor of 
Psychology and Black Studies Halford Fairchild.; !lyssa 
Kauffman '11 with her parents Gary and Catherine; Family 
Weekend and Scholarship Auction parent volunteers 

Mark Your 
Calendars 
May 7: Final Day of Spring Classes 
May 17: Commencement 
August 27-29: Parent Orientation 
September 2: Classes Begin 



Share your accomplishments and milestones with 
Pitzer College alumni by sending your Class Note to: 

Pitzer College, Office of Alumni Relations, 1050 North Mills Avenue, Claremont, CA 
91711-610 l or e-mail altmmi@pitw:edtt. 

Please make sure tO include your full name (including maiden name) and class year 
along with your updates, announcements and/or photos. Your Class Note wiU be edited 
for content and length. 

Lynn H illyard (Hailey, ID) gradu
ated fi·om and then attended the 

University of Colorado. She got married, 
moved to Sun Valley, Idaho, and had rwo 
chiJdren. Now remarried, she lives on a 
farm and is a photographer and writer. 
Lynn would Jove to hear fi·om old friends, 
particularly Kitty Gillen '68. 

Cru·oUne Reid McAllister's (Redlands, CA) 
daughter Liz is a member of Pitzer's Class 
of 2009 and is majoring in Environmental 
Studies. She will be studying abroad in 
Costa Rica during the spring semester and 
has just finished three seasons playing soc
cer for the Pitzer-Pomona Sagehens. 
Caroline has spent many enjoyable days 
back in Claremont as a loyal fan. Recentl)~ 
she spent Thanksgiving in Providence with 
Iris Levine Shuey '68, Carol L. Carden '68, 
Jennifer Kiddie '68 and Taffy Squires 
Madden '67. (See photo on page 39.) 

70 Guu Moritz Gr iffin (San Luis 
Obispo, CA) continues to paint and 

quilt. H er latest project is a banner for the 
D owntown Association of San Luis Obispo 
celebrating the beautiful creek (and fish) 
tl1at winds through the center of rown. 
Visit her Web site at ww1v.ghtizmt:.com. 

7 Ramelle Cochra11e Pulitzer 
(Winston-Salem, NC) recently 

opened up an art gallery. Visit 
wwrv.hawthorneart.com for more information. 

7 5 Lynn Mirisch Rogo (Los Ati!Jeles, 
CA) has had many changes in her 

life. Both of her parents passed, L)rnn and 
her husband sold their home and moved 
into a high-rise condo. Their daughter Lisa 
is in an ob-gyn residency in ew York Citr 
Their youngest daughter Marcie graduated 
from Penn and is working in [ YC. Lynn 
and Mark have built a real estate business 
and are in tl1e top 100 amongst Coldwell 
Banker agents in Soutl1crn California. 

Karen Singer (Philadelphia, PA) recently 
received me Atllena Power Link Award. The 
award gives her a specially chosen corpo
rate advisory board's services free of charge 
to help build her business. 

Anne Turley (Los Angeles, CA) had a visit 
from her Claremont Graduate University 
roommate, Jan Longfellow King '74, fi·o m 
Washington for the dedication of the new 
green residence halls. (See pboto 01t page 39.) 

Karen Hochman Brown '79 

CLASS notes 

Sherwood Best '73 
RECE IVES CALl FORN lA STAT E 

UNIVERS ITY ' S OUTSTANDING 

PROFESSOR AWARD 

SHERWOOD BEST '73, a leader in 
special education in California wim 
expertise in physical and healtl1 impair

ments, received 
me Outstanding 
Professor Award 
from California 
State U niversity, 
Los Angeles. The 
annual awards 
primarily recog
nize excellence in 
teaching, along 
wim citing signifi

cant achievements in scholru·Jy inquiry 
or creacivit)~ professional activities and 
service to me campus and communit)~ 

Sherwood, wbo earned a BA in psy
chology at Pitzer College, is cmrently 
professor of education in me Cal State 
L.A.'s Division of Special Education 
and CoUllseliog-Cbarter College of 
Education. She is me aumor of 
numerous joumal articles, book chap
ters and tl1e only te>.'tbook of its kind 
in me tield of physical and health 
impairments. Among her many 
achievements, Sherwood traveled tO 

Bangalore, India, in 2004 tO help 
establish an early intervention pro
gram for infants and young chiJdren 
witl1 special needs at the Vydehi 
Instimte of Medical Rehabilitation. 

S I STERHOOD OF PASADEN A J EW I SH T EMPLE & CEN TER WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

Sisterhood of Pasadena Jewish Temple & Center (PJTC) ha selected Karen Hochman Brown '79 as their 
Chay'ay Olam (Woman of tl1e Year) honoree for 2007-08. 

.. 

Karen has served in a variet)' of positions at P)TC including Publicit)~ Torah Fund Vice President, Executive 
Vice President and most recently Sisterhood President for the years 2005-07. She has been a member of tl1e 
choir for tl1irteen years. Karen currently serves both the temple and Sisterhood chairing their Commmucations 
Committee and is me art director and an editor for The Flame, tl1eir monmJy newsletter. 

Karen, who majored in art at Pitzer College, is pursuing a career as a digital a1:tist and continues to enjoy 
painting and drawing. 
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These poems by Maurya 
Simon '80 map the familiar, 
sometimes astonishing, and 
always complex world of 
her native San Gabriel 
Mountains, as well as 
nearby Los Angeles, with 

its cultural richness and 
social/ political tensions. The collec
tion investigates and fathoms our 
most profound relationships with 
time, nature, love and death. 

Red Hen Press, 2008 • 104 pages • $18.95 

m~~mt\\ A Boy Named Beckoning 
The 1hu Story of Dt: Carlos 
Mlmttzttlllll, Native 
Ameriro11 Hero 

In this children's book Gina 
CapaJdj '06 reveals 
rhrough her words and 
illusn-:ttions rhe remark

able life of :t Native American boy 
named Wlssaja, or "Beckoning," who 
was kidnapped from his Yavapai tribe 
and sold as a sl:tve and evenmally 
became a doctor and leader for his 
people, calling out for their rights. 
Carolrhoda Books, 2008 • 32 pages • $16.95 

Surprise Motherhood 
A Guide to Utlexpccted 
Adult Prtgi/IIIICJ 

In her first book Ophelia 
Liza Austin-Small '00 tells 
her own story and d1c sto-
ries of od1er women who 
have faced unplanned 

pregnancy as adult, professional 
women. Wirh extensive infonnation 
about options, paternit)~ career issues, 
postpartum depression, finances and 
more, Surprise Motherhood is the only 
reference of its kind. 

Lulu, 2007 • 193 pages • $20.95 
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Steven Fenton '92 
ELECTED TO THE BEVERLY HILLS 

BOARD OF EDUCAT I ON 

With Gary and Linda Briskman P'05 chairing his steering com
mittee, Steven Fenton '92 was elected to the Beverly Hills Board 
of Education in November 2007. According to a local newspa
per, he won by the widest margin in d1e Board's history. Steven 
and Ius father Frank are the fi rst fad1er-son rean1 to serve the city 
of Beverly Hills at the same time. Frank currendy serves on the 

city council and bccan1e vice mayor in March. 

"T've seen firsthand how our schools shape our lives as individuals, families and as a 
communi[)~" said Steven, himself a p roduct of the Beverly Hi lls public school system. 
"I truly believe that great schools make for g reat communities." 

Over the years, he has remained involved in the cit)"s schools b}' founding the Beverly 
Hills Athletic Alumni Association. Likewise, having played on the Pitzer-Pomona 
baseball team fo r four years, Steven is an enthusiast of Sagehen sports and believes he 
owes a lot of his success to his experience at Pitzer. He currently co-sponsors the 
annual Pitzer Athletic Dinner and endowed the Judie and Frank Fenton Athletic 
Leadership Award in honor of his parents. 

7 Lynn Gallag her Sacco (*nttwa, CA.) 
manied Victor Tanner in July 2006. 

They met while jitterbug dancing and contin
ue to dance weekl>~ Victor is a computer con
sultant and Lynn teaches math to high-school 
students wid1 learning disabilities. 

7 Sylvia Lee.!fhompson (De Forest, 
WI) was o rdained as a pastor of d1e 

Evangelical Lutheran Churd1 in America 
(ELCA) and now serves a small church, 
Spring Prairie Lud1eran Church, ncar 
Madison, Wisconsin. She and her husband 
arc living in a one hundred-year-old parson
age and :tre enjoying country life. She feels 
especially blessed to be there because her 
grandfather was pastor at the same church 
fi·om 1919 to 1954 and her mother was 
raised in the house where she now lives. 

79 Regin a Meister (Los Angeles, CA) 
lives wid1 her life partner in West 

Los Angeles, along with their two dogs 
and a cat. Regina is relishing all the good 
in her life; working on her novel; and 
enjoying meaningful work. 

Fredric Paul (Sau Frrmcisco, CA) is publish
er and editor-in-chief of bMighty.com, which 
offer technology information for small and 
midsize companies. 

J anet Suslick (Bromma, Sweden) is a jom
nalist at the ]oumal of the Swedish Dental 
Association in Stockholm's Old Town. Her 
sons Joakim and D aniel are fourteen and 
almost thirteen. She recendy n1rncd fifty. 
Look up Janet on Facebook. Ruth Abney 
'79 and Ellen J annol '79 can also be found 
there. (See photo on pngc 39.) 

84 Stephanie Mandel-Austin (Pemt 
Valley) CA) has a very busy job as 

marketing manager for a namral foods 
cooperative grocery store and has a sixteen
year-old daughter. 

Q 1:.. Peter Dunay (New Yorll, NY) is a 
"J fund manager living in New York 

and Los Angeles. 

8 Dave Neubert (Neu' Yorll, NY) says 
that in addition to his blog at 

ThePanelist.com, bttp:f/thepanelist.comfblogcat
egory/Ncuberts _Trades/ he was just picked up 
by The Buffington Post: http:jfwww.huffing
tonpost.com/david-neubertfa-protest-against
chevron_b_68120.1Jtml. Of his writing, David 
says, "1 bet my professors at Pitzer who had 
to suffer through my papers never thought 
I'd end up being a writer/commentator." 



89 Stephanje Milner (New York, NY) 
works for Kaplan providing free 

after-school math and English programs 
to New York City public school students. 
She also sntdies printmaking at the Art 
Students League of New York. She and 
her boyfriend of many but not nearly 
enough years take baseball trips every 
swnmer. Next year they are planning on 
Chicago, Milwaukee and Miru1esora. Any 
talcers? Andy Harrison '89 and Dave 
Bmkett '89: This means you! 

David Straus '90 
ALUMNUS' M ED l A COMPANY 

EXPANDS AUD I ENCES FOR 

FESTIVALS AND F l LMMAKERS 

David Su·aus '90, CEO and co-fotmder of 
Wirhourabox Inc. , announced that the 
Internet Movie Database (IMDb) has 
agreed to acquire his worldwide media 
company dedicated to advancing inde
pendent film and connecting artists 
with audiences. 

Co-founded in 2000 by Straus and Joe 
Neulight, Withoutabox empowers all 
stakeholders in the independent film 
arena, fi·om aspiring and established film
makers to fi lm festival organizers and 
audiences. "For eight years, Withoutabox 
has enabled ftlmmakers and festivals to 
reach the widest audience possible," 
Straus said. ''Now, they will be able to 

connect directly ·with the 50 million film 
lovers who visit IMDb each month." 
Withoutabox will continue to function as 
a stand-alone operation based in the Los 
Angeles area. 

92 Josh Berkus (San Francisco, CA) 
took a job with Sun Microsystems 

in 2006, and now travels the world pro
moting tl1e open source database system 
PostgreSQL. His wife Kris Ashley (PO 
'95) left HarperCollins recently to start 
her own freelance editorial service: 
lllWJJ,_belvede·reedit.com. Josh launched a 
food blog: WWJvjuzzychefo~;g. 

.. 
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Michelene Esposito '85 
& Deborah Bogen '90 
ALUMNAE WR IT ERS RETURN 

TO S H ARE T H E I R CRAFT 

This fall Pirzer College alumnae Michelene Esposito 
'85 and Deborah Bogen '90 returned to campus to 
lead \VOrkshops witl1 cuLTent students as well as to 
read from tlleir latest works at the Grove House. 

Michelene Esposito '85 (standing) leads a master 
class on writing fiction. 

Michelene's master class on writing fic
tion was held in November and was tl1e 
second of four master classes sponsored 
by Pitzer's Writing Center. She pub
lished her ftrst novel, Night Diving, in 
2002 and her most recent novel, 
1Wermaid, was published in 2007. After 
earning a BA from Pitzer, Michelene 
went on ro receive an MA and PhD in 
clinical psychology from the Cal ifo rnia 
School of Professional Psychology In 
addition to the workshop, Michelcne 
also had a readi ng at the Grove House, 
where she fondly remembers participat
ing in readings as a student herself 

"It was so fun to return to Pitzer and sec how things have changed-and stayed the 
same," Michelene said. "I so enjoyed tl1e opportunity to lead the fiction workshop. 
The students were talented and entl1usiastic and so respectful of each otl1er. There 
was wonderful diversity in the group. It was an honor to have the chance to teach 
at Pitzer." 

In December, Deboral1 read fi·om her 
work Landscape with Silos, winner of tl1e 
2005 X.]. Kennedy Poetry Prize and a 
2004 National Poetry Series finalist. Her 
poetry can be found in Shenandoah, The 
Gettysburg Review, Field, Margie and 
Poetry In-ternational. 

Returning to me Grove House and a 
room full of students and old friends was 
especially poignant for her as it was tl1e 
setting for tl1e start of her writing life 
when poet Doug Anderson taught a writ-
ing workshop mere. "I took my first real Professor of English AI Wachtel introduces Deborah 
poeuy steps in me Bert Meyers Poetry Bogen '90 for her poetry reading at the Grove House. 
Room-my book u-tliy began in that 
room," Deborah recalled. The next day she gave a workshop in Professor of 
English Al Wachtel's Introduction ro Creative Writing class where she noted "the 
talent and entlmsiasm tl1e students displayed lifted me up." 
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A Warm and Fuzzy Campaign 
PITZER ALUMN I AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS DONATE BLANKETS AND ONES l ES 

Born out of requests fi·om Pitzer College 
alumni ro have meaningful opportunities to 
demonstrate d1eir values for service to d1e 

"Pitzer's alumni arc w1ique. They don't 
just \.Vant to socialize. They want 
d1eir activities to have meaning and 
tbis project did just that," said 
Director of Altu1U1i Relations Jean 
Grant. "Many alumni have asked 

communiry, they and other conunLulit:y mem
bers donated more man two htmdred blankets 

and onesies to the Black Infant Heald1 program in 
Pomona, California, in December. us to continue doirtg projects such 

as this and we plan to continue 
Black Infant H eald1 was created to reduce infan t mortaliry and 
morbidiry ill Mricao American communities d1roughout 
California. The program meets the needs of African American 
women who fall below me poverty line and consists of forty
five women who are provided baby dod1ing and od1er items 
as well as menrorirtg and support for good parenting. 

our efforts ro bve out what we 
believe as a conun nnity." 

For Claire Milan1 '92 par
ticipating in d1is drive 
was important because it 
allowed her to share me 
blessings she has been 
given. "I do a lot of serv
ice work, part icularly 
du·ough my faith com
muni()~ and remember 
how much it meant 
when Hurricane Katrina 
evacuees here in Austin 

Expectant 
mothers 

Gortney, Mona, 
Jasmine and 

lkeila are 
grateful for the 
donations that 
will help them 

prepare for 
their children's 

arrivals. 

Chrystian Dulac (Lawndale, CA) 
aunowKes d1e birth of his son, Lucas 
Quentin Dulac on September 1, 2007, in 
Torrance, California. Cluystian and his wife 
Sandra have been married for more man 
two years and bve in d1e Manhattan Beach 
area. They are very happy and would love 
to hear from past friends. 
JVWlv.pl.ayenigma.com. (See photo on page 39.) 

93 Kate McCauley N itti (Fulton> 
MD) and her husband have been 

married nearly ten years and have been 
together for almost thirteen. The couple 
has two daughters: Brooke, age iliree, and 
Paige, age two. They currendy reside in 
Maryland. Drop Kate a line on Facebook 
or at KateMcl @aol.com. 
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Jadin enjoys playing on his blanket. 

received donations from far away," Claire 
said. "I liked d1e opportunit)' to help our wid1 a tangible need 
like d1is blanket and onesie drive even from a distance." 

Andrew Starbin (Tujunga, CA) and his 
wife Amy will welcome a son in March 
2008. 

94 Mitch N wnark (Brunsrvick, MA) 
is currendy visiting assistant profes

sor of history and Asian Smdies at 
BowdoiJ1 CoiJege. Mitch happily announces 
d1at he and Yael Reuben of Mtm1bai, India, 
were married on November 11 and that 
Kier Deleo '93 and his wife Chrissy attend
ed me wedding. Mitch looks forward to 
stayirtg in touch wid1 friends from Pitzer. 
His e-mail address is mnumarh@gmail.com. 

97 Sara D. Forest Kampen 
(Morehead Cit)J NC) married Major 

Stephen M. Kampen (Marine Corps) on 
October 6, 2007, upon his rermn from 
Iraq. 

99 Devon Bowers (Voorhees> NJ) 
served in d1e Peace Corps in West 

Mrica from J anua1y 2005 to March 2007. 

Raquel Rivera Hoyt (Shennan Oaks) CA) 
recently moved back to Southern California 
from Chicago, wid1 her husband Ben Hoyt 
(PO '00.) She is living in Sherman Oaks 
and working as a program manager for 
Johns Hopki ns Universiry's Center for 
Talented Youtl1. 

00 Nicholas Cassidy (San Diego) CA) 
is now me proud owner of a J mis 

Doctorate degree. He says, "Happy New 
Year to aU, and feel free to write!" 

Suzanne Foster (Pasadena) CA) happily 
anoatmces her marriage to Jose Esquivel 
on Mar<;h 6, 2007, in Pasadena. (See photo 
on page 39.) 



FIITEEN YEARS AGO I was a high
school smdent sweeping the floors of 
Coachella's City Hall. A year later my 
friend and I found ourselves videotaping 
the city council meetings for extra sum
mer money. Nowadays I am not that 
handy with a broom or even a camera, 
bur I still walk the same halls and attend 
the same city council meetings with that 
same fi·iend-he as the mayor and I as 
the city attorney for Coachella. 

Ninety-six percent of the city's popula
tion is composed of Me>..i.can immigrants. 
Coad1ella is a young community where d1e 
median age is nventy-six and visitors can 
better navigate themselves by speaking 
Spanish d1an English. The city is approxi
mately thirty-nvo sguare miles and is locat
ed in Riverside Cotmty, California; it is d1e 
easternmost city in the region collectively 
known as d1e Coachella Valley. 

Coachella is located 120 miles south
east of Los Angeles and 100 miles north 
of the Mexican border. Known as the 
"City of Eternal Sw1shine-Gateway to 
d1e Salton Sea," the city has traditionally 
been a rural, agriculnual, family-oriented 
community in d1e desert and one of d1e 
state's fastest growing cities. 

The commtmit:y's green fields feed the 
country. With everything from dates to 
grapes growing year ronnd, most resi
dents have contributed to this richness of 
American agriculmre. Although many 
have faced d1e reahty of social, political 
and economic deficienc)~ Coachella's his
tory of resistance and struggle is ahve and 
well in its residents. This experience has 
also etched the city's name into history 
books by providing a backdrop for d1e 

.• 

organizing drives of the United Farm 
Workers (UFW) since d1e '60s. 

Coming fi·om Coachella, I joined the 
past and future generations of farm
worker children who entered universities 
with a deep conviction and passion to 
make our community's struggles relevant 
to others. Pitzer was the college that pro
vided the environment and space to help 
make this change. From organizing wid1 
the UFW, to collaborating wid1 Pitzer's 
community members, od1er smdents and 
myself continued dus commitment to 
d1ange our own condition and me daily 
condition of od1ers. I transferred tlus 
comnutment of commwuty empower
ment from Pitzer, to Jaw school, and now 
to my eturent position. 

As me city atrorney, I have been 
thrust into a new role representing tl1e 
City on aU legal matters. Some days, I 
advise the City on tl1e public bidding 
process, contract negotiations or pending 
litigation. On od1er days, I work on 
issues mat directly i.mp.act residents' Eves. 

This has allowed me to work witl1 tl1e 
City on adopting a resolution against fed
eral imnugration policy that criminalizes 
Lmdocumented immigrants and d1eir loved 
ones; working on me adoption of a reso
lution against me war in trag; as well as 
drafting a letter to Congress calling for 
comprehens.ive, just and humane immigra
tion reform. When tl1e conm1uJ:lity com
plained mat tl1e local police were ques
tiotling residents about meir legal status, 
d1e City put a stop to tills even at d1e dis
pleasure of tl1e cmmty sheriffs department. 

This desire to take local government to 
d1e con1111Lmity is also exemplified 

in 1ny own WORDS 

during d1e city cmmcil meetings when I 
translate the meetings for the non-English 
speakers in the audience. Moreover, the 
City also distributes its literature in 
Spatush a11d offers Spatush classes to its 
employees so tl1ey can better serve tl1e 
city's Spanish-speaking residents. 

The City's commitment to making 
government relevant to all d1e residents is 
also very crucial since the city is experi
encing tremendous growth. CoacbeiJa 
has been one of d1e fastest growing cities 
in tl1e state for tl1e past several years. The 
city's population, now at 42,000, has 
grown by about 50 percent within me 
last seven years. If left unchecked, tl1is 
growd1 will n·ansfonn Coachella witl1out 
taking into accoLmt d1e dynanucs of tl1e 
commw1ity or tl1e human capital of its 
residents. 

The recent slowdown in tl1e residen
tial real estate market has been a blessing 
in disguise for balancing tl1e city's futme 
growd1. This is providing tl1e City an 
opportw:lity to develop a11d implement a 
plat1 and vision which ensures tl1at 
growtl1 and development occm on favor
able terms. The plan allows tl1e City to 
balance growth and responsibly develop a 
commwlity tl1at benefits all of its resi
dents, wiUJe at me same tin1e incorporat
ing tl1e city's long and rid1 lustory of 
imnligration and commUIUt)l. 

As cit)' attorne)~ I now have another 
oppornmity to create change mrough a 
different form of sweeping at Coachella's 
City Hall. Ir is a privilege I do not take 
lightly • 

Carlos Campos '99 is 
an associate .in tl1e law 
practice of Best Best & 
Krieger LLP. A double 
major in Political and 
Labor Smdies while at 
Pitzer College, Campos 
joined the firm after grad

uating from the University of California 
Hastings College of the Law and focu~es 
primarily on local government law atld civil 
litigation·. He was appointed as cit)r 
attorney of Coachella in Mru·d1 2007. 
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0 Deidre Schupbach Dietz 
(Albuqtm·que} NM) graduated 

from the University of ew Mexico 
School of Medicine this past spring and is 
now an intern in the UNM Family and 
Community Medicine Residency 
Program. She recently married Rob, who 
is in the ONM MD/PhD program. She 
would love to hear from Pitzer folks: 
dedietz@salttd.tmm.edtt. 

Julia Nemon (Sa11 Diego} CA) moved 
from Washington DC back to Southern 
California to manage humanitarian assis
tance and develop a project in Mrica for 
Project Concern International. She has 
just returned from Zambia and Borswana 
where she was working primarily with 
orphans, children and people affected by 
HIV/AIDS. 

02 Mia Floisand (Napa} CA) is 
happy to announce her recent 

graduation from Southwestern Law 
School and admission to the California 
Bar. (See photo on page 39.) 

Josina Morita (Chicago1 IL) was recently 
recognized by the Chicago-based 
Community Renewal Society as o ne of 

Yuisa Gimeno '02 
HER LETTER TO THE ED ITOR 

PUBLISH E D IN L.A. TIME S 

their "35 under 35 ," a list that highlights 
the in1portance of fresh voices in the fight 
to eliminate racism and poverty by recog
nizing emerging leaders. 

0 C hase T hornhill (Claremont} 
CA) happily announced his June 

2007 marriage to Scripps a lumna Lauren 
Wildberger '03 in U kiah, California. (See 
photo on page 39.) 

0 J Adam Hutchison (La Paz1 

Bolivia) is currently working with 
the Quipus Culn1ral Fotmdation and 
organizing a conference for Lati n America 
on electrical garbage and creating a new 
recycling program. Adam and friend 
Haruuh recently u·avelcd to Sorata, at the 
base of mountain, Illampu. 

05 Alison Gray Skinner (Tacoma} 
WA) and husband Charlie Skinner 

are pleased to annow1ce the birtl1 of tl1eir 
son Kaiden William Skinner on 
September 25, 2007. 

Yuisa Gimeno '02 submitted a Letter to the 
Editor in response ro me LA. Times' December 
31, 2007, article on Ted Hayes and the anti
immigrant Minutemen Project. Her letter was 
printed in the January 7, 2008, issue of the Times. 

Yuisa has been active in immigrant righrs, abor
tion righrs, anti-war and many other movementS 
in Los Angeles since graduating fi·om Pitzer. 
Currently, she is presidenr of the L.A. chapter of 
Radical Women (nmnv.mdicalwomm.org) and was 
recently appointed as the new assistant manager 
of tl1e Screen Actors Guild's Affirmative 
Action/Diversity Department. "It's been a great 
experience in developing my leadership as a fem
inist of color and doing critical community 
organizing," Yuisa said. 

Yuisa Gimeno '02 organized with 
feminist groups, labor unions and 
immigrant rights coalitions to protest 
the anti-immigrant Minutemen Project 
presence at the U.SJMexioo border 
in the town of Calexioo, California, in 
September 2005. 

Visit JVJVlll.latimes.comjnewsjopi~~ionjlettersj to read the full text of Yuisa's letter. 

38 THE PARTICIPANT 

~ ~ 

MEMORIAM ../ 

1968 
Nancy Hornblower Rice, 
Coronado1 California (04/7/07). 

1969 
Elizabeth (Liza) 
McKown Williams, 
Omcord} Califamia 
(10/27/07); BA in 
sociology; elemen
tat)' school read1e1; 
entrepreneur and 

I 

\ r 

" 

computer systems programmer/analyst; a 
founder of the Pitzer Orange County 
Book Club; while under hospice care 
completed the Wellncss Community's 
13.1-mile Avenue of the GiantS n.m. 

1974 
Joe Charles "Smokey" Hall, Clovis, 
Cnlifomia (12/ ll/07); BA in sociology; 
spent thirty years as an educator in the 
Fresno Unified School District. 

1985 
Chandre Kipps 
Nicholas, Altadena, 
Califomia. (10/ 11/07); 
BA in English; founder 
and creative director of 
Lime Twig Group in 
San Marino, California. 
Professor Emeritus Barry Sanders who 
knew Chandre well, said, "Life amused 
Chandre-in the best sense of that word. 
She got it. Long before a lot of other 
people, she caught on and it made her 
smile. I think we call that wisdom." 

2004 
Blake Bigler , Bend, 
Oregon (12/ 12/07), at 
age 25; BA in 
Environmental Smdics; 
played piano and 
drums with the band 
"Evergreen 
Playground;" enjoyed 
boating, biking, rock climbing and skiing. 

Read memorial statements shared by alumni 
and friends at www.pitzer.edu/alumni. 
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class notes PHOTOS 

Photo 1: Chrystian Dulac '92 with his wife Sandra and son Lucas Quentin (see Class of '92) • Photo 2: Lexi Spencer-Notabartolo '07, Nini Dedalamazishvili, Sesili Verdzazde, Dato 

Shervashidze and Sandro Gabisonia who is also one of the hosts of the television debate show Kedeli ('the wall' in Georgian). (see Class of '07) • Photo 3: Janet Suslick '79 is a journalist at the 

Journal of the Swedish Dental Association in Stockholm, Sweden. (see Class of '79) • Photo 4: Mia Floisand '02 at her graduation from Southwestern Law School (see Class of '02) • Photo 5: 

Suzanne Foster '00 and her husband Jose Esquivel were married on March 6, 2007, In Pasadena, California. (see Class of '00) • Photo 6: Marco Saenz '88, Shannon Coggins '03, Tamara 

Keefe-Do '06, Luis Martinez '86 and Bruce Brown '98 were members of an alumni career panel that discussed "What I Wish I Knew Then That I Know Now: Preparing for Success after Pitzer' 

during Pitzer's Family Weekend 2008. • Photo 7: Jan Longfellow King '74 and Anne Turley '75 celebrate the dedication of Pitzer's new green residence halls. (see Class of '75) • 

Photo 8: Jennifer Kiddie '68, Carol L. Corden '68, Caroline Reid McAllister '68, Iris Levine Shuey '68, and Taffy Squires Madden '67 celebrate Thanksgiving in Providence. (see Class of '68) • 

Photo 9: Chase Thornhill ' 03 and his wife Lauren Wildberger '03 (Scripps) were married in Ukiah, California. Surrounding the newlyweds from left to right: Carrie Bean '03, Dave Feigan '03, Jane 
Kruchko '03 and Will Cipes '03 (see Class of '03) 
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CLASS notes 

Alumni Lead Mural 
Projects from 
Coast to Coast 
Cecilia Ribakoff '05, voltmteer services 
coordinator for L.A. Family Housing, 
collaborated with 2006 Pitzer CoUege art 
graduates Katie Ryan and Daniel Ingroff 
on a mmal project in the Boyle Height'> 
neighborhood in East Los Angeles. Katie 
and Daniel designed the mural using 
their knowledge of archaeology and nam
ral h.istot;r. Inside each washing machine 
is an archaeological stratigraphic diagram, 
graphically representing d1e layers of his
taty that lie below the community that is 
contcmpora1y Boyle Heights. In 
September 2007 approximately sixty vol
tu1teers from L.A. Housing, neighbor
hood residents, d1e WiUiam MmTis T.1lent 
Agency and Pit7...er alumni joined together 
to create the mural. 

"For us at L.A. Family Housing, putting 
up this mural represented creating a safer 
transitional living space for our families 
who are fighting to get out of homeless
ness," Cecilia said. "In addition, what 
made iliis expetience so enjoyable was the 
fact d1at, after basically living together at 
Pitzer, Katie, Daniel and I fed off each 
other's srrengd1s to make the project 
even more powerful." 

Last year during her second year as a 
New York City Teaching Fellow at a 
Bedford-Smyvesant school, Rebecca 
Pfeffer 'OS organized d1e painting of a 
mmal, which she hoped would be a 
helpful project for her students, a.ll of 

07 Matd1ew Berry (Nm Rochelle} 
NY) is renting a villa iJ1 Tha.iland 

a11d eagerly hoping for many visitors to 
grace him with their presence. 

Lisa R ojas (Claremont, CA), Pitzer's Green 
Urban Fellow, has been recently appointed 
to d1e City of Claremont's Sustainability 
Task Force. 
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Katie Ryan '06, Cecilia Ribakoff '05 and Daniel lngroff '06 collaborate on a mural project funded by a community 
beautification grant in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of East Los Angeles. 

whom were diagnosed wid1 eid1er emo
tional disturbances or autism. Rebecca 
and her students discussed the ways that 
d1ey could conu·ibure to cleaning up 
their own neighborhood and they real
ized that painting a large and colorful 
mural was a great first step. The sm
dents chose the d1eme of"Working 
Toged1er We Can Clean Up Our World" 
and decided to paint the solar system. 
They spent mond1s learning about d1e 
planets, stars and tl1e moon through 
research project<; and films as weU as 
drawu1g up blueprints for the project. 

The project earned d1em first place in a 
New York City-wide competition and an 
award of $6,000 to be used for desper
ately-needed computer equipment. 
"Perhaps more importantly," Rebecca 
noted, "I was able to pass on some of 

Lexi Spencer-Notabartolo (Ibitis; Republic 
of Georgia) has u'lken on a vatiety of side proj
ects in addition to her primm·y research on 
Georgian public opinion and N tiTO acces
sion as a Fulbright sd1olat·. She taught a 
political geography course tided American 
Lat1dmarks at a w1iversit:y there and served as 
an election monitor in me January 2008 snap 
presidential elections. She has also been 
working wid1 a domestic Georgian NGO on 

Rebecca Pfeffer '05 guides one of her students in the 
creation of their school's mural in New York City. 

tl1e values that I gained at Pitzer to 
children who will hopefully be able to 
do the same." 

various projects relating to human rights. She 
recendy appem·ed wid1 d1e participants in a 
television debate progran1 where she acted as 
a debate expert at1d provided commenraty 
Based on her debate experience at The 
Claremont CoUeges, Lexi is working with 
me existing debate progratns there to found a 
Tbilisi Union and genera.lly provide support 
to the debate programs already in existence. 
(See photo on page 39.) 
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Soni Strandell '08, 
IIana Heller '08, 
Megan Daniels '08, 
Zoe Unruh '08, Laura 
Cantekin '08 and 
Sarah Stalk '08 
cheer on the men's 
basketball team as 
they face Occidental 
College in the first 
game of the NCAA 
tournament. 

MEN'S SWIMMING & DIVING 
6·3 Overall, 5·2 SCIAC 

The men's swimming and diving team fmished their season with <Ul 

excellent performance at d1e SCIAC championships, placing durd at 
d1e conference meet and dllid overall in me SCIAC standings. Erik 
Petersen 'll knocked six seconds off his preliminary time to cap
ture the 200-meter fly from lane eight. Petersen's 1:57.42 was 
over a second faster man the rest of d1e competition, and gave 
the Sagehens their first alJ-SCIAC performance of d1e meet. 

WOMEN'S SWIMMING & DIVING 
8-2 Overall, 6·1 SCIAC 

The women's swimming and diving team finished third at the 
SCIAC championsrups. However, since the Sagehens ended with a 
better dual meet record dnn Redlands, the teams tied for second 
overall. The 200-meter medJey relay, which included Christine Bell 
'08, broke d1e College's record set in me event last year with a time 
of 1:51.55. Bell aJso finished second in the 100-mcter breaststroke. 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 
4-21 Overall, 3·11 SCIAC 

The women's basketbaiJ team finished on a high note, defeating 
CaJtech 83-58 at home. A solid showing from d1e underclassmen 
this season sets Pirzer-Pomona up for big d1ings in d1e year to come. 
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