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The grand finale to the 
Residential Life Celebration 
& Declication was a light 
show produced by Pitzer 
Trustee Mare Broidy '95. In 
addition to other sustainable 
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bio-diesel generator. 
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frmu the ED ITORS 

IN UPHOLDING Pitzer College's commitment to environmen
tally sound practices, we make every effort to incorporate into 
Tbe Parr:iciprmt and other publications rl1e sustainable usc of 
resources. As the editors of the College's alumni magazine, we 
have a responsibility to demonstrate d1at good design and envi
ronmental stewardship are compatible wid1 each other and arc 
beneficial to all. 

We have long used recycled-content paper and vegetable-based 
inks ro print The Pm--r:icipa11t and are pleased to announce d1at d1c 
magazine is now a Forest Stewardship Council certified publica
tion. The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an international 
nonprofit organization that brings people together to ftnd solu
tions d1at encourage responsible stewardship of the world's 
forestS. The FSC promotes environmentaiJy appropriate, socially 
beneficial and economically viable management of the world's 
forests and forest productS. 

FSC certification ensures that the paper used to prim this maga
zine contains fiber from well-managed and responsibly harvested 
forests that meet strict enviromnental and socioeconomic standards. 
T his certification process also audits d1e "Chain of Custody" of 
FSC-certificd productS through d1e printing process assuring d1at 
purchasing, inventory management and manufacruring protocols 
arc maintained and followed. For exan1ple, our printer, Dual 
Graphics, uses renewable and sustainable vegetable-based inks 
exclusive!)~ Certification pennies our use of the FSC logo solely on 
printed productS meeting d1e rigorous standards set by the FSC. 

Sustainable living is integral ro a Pirzer College education. As 
you read the stories in this issue, you will Learn how the College 
community is living itS motto: Provida Futuri-Mindful of d1e 
Fururc. We hope you will be inspired by the efforts made at Pitzer 
and by the responsibility we share to preserve and honor the Earth. 

Susan Andrews 
Editor 

Em ily Cavalcanti 
Managing Editor 



The paper used for The Participant is 25-per_cemyrecon~umer and 
25-percent postconsumer recycled paper. It IS pn~ted With vegetable
based inks and aqueous-based coatmgs that contam fewer volanle 
organic compounds than conventional inks. 
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FIVE YEARS Of TRANSFORMAT I ONA L LEADERSHIP 

Looking Back, Looking Ahead 
LAURA SKAN D ERA TROMBLEY B E l NG M LN D FUL O F OUR FUTURE 

AN ACfiON-PACKED FIVE YEARS of remarkable leadership sums up Laura 
Skandera Trombley's presidency at Pitzer College from 2002 to the present. Her 
accomplishments touch upon every area of the College from campus improve
ments, to academic program expansion, to fiscal g rowth, to institutional stature. 

Her presidency began with a resounding vote of confidence by the Board of 
Trustees who established a scholarship fund named in her honor for first
generation studentS. Her work at d1e College continues to attract the notice of 
the Pitzer commmuty, her colleagues and the media. Trombley was named one 
of five "rising star" college presidents for her dose connection with students 
and faculty and for being a leader who knows that moving ahead is about work
ing togerl1er. Nowhere is this better exemplified than in Trombley's leadership 
in d1e plam1ing and implementation of a five-year strategic plan d1at will be 
completed a year early. 

In five years, Pitzer College has soared in multiple areas. The endowment has 
more than doubled, sw·passing $ll0 million (an increase ofl44 percent) and 
included d1e largest gift ever received by the College; student applications con
tinue to break records ye.-uly; and d1e admission acceptance rate has moved 
from 56 percent tO 26 percent making Pitzer one of the most selective col
leges in the country. The College's fu-st-ever comprehensive can1paign fm
ished early exceeding rl1e $40-million goal; d1e recent $18-million 
Residential Life Project campaign also fitushed early and over d1e goal; and 
leadership, alumni and parent giving has increased dramatically. Pitzer 
College >vas ranked among d1e top fifty liberal arts colleges for rl1e fu·st 
time this year by U.S.News & mrld Report, and the College became d1e 
West Coast leader in adopting an SAT-optional policy in 2002. 

Highly focused, energetic and enthusiastic, Trombley has trans
formed ideas into action and affected significant change by working 
togerl1er with d1e Pitzer commLmit)~ To this end, Trombley uses a 
hands-on style of leadership for ease of accessibility and trans
parency to Pitzer's students. From Trombley's open office homs 
to talk about what is on d1eix minds to serving late night snacks 
wid1 her vice presidentS during fu1als week, smdents know that 
their president is genuine in her concern for d1ei.r education and 
future. She ardently believes that education best begins with a 

conversation between students and their professors, and that this 
exchange should continue long after rl1e studentS graduate from the 
College. 

For four of the five years, Pirzer students have been awarded the 
highest number of prestigious Fulbright Fellowships per capita 

Laura Skandera Trombley is Pitzer College's fifth president. 



among all colleges and universities in d1e country. The percent
age of students studying abroad has increased to 70 percent 
wid1 many students sn1dying in more d1a11 one destination. The 
doubling of overseas opportunities to more d1an forty domestic 
and international exchru1ge progran1s has been a major factor. 

The number of faculty members has increased during 
Trombley's tenure. She has focused on maintaining small class 
sizes, wid1 a 10:1 student faculty ratio to be reached by 2008-09, 
while strengthening faculty salaries and research fi.mds. 

A hallmark of her presidency a11d d1e d1cme of dus issue is 
the building of dtree new residence halls d1at are pending Gold 
LEED certification by d1e U.S. Green Building Council-the 
culmination of cow1dess hours spent by members from all 
Pitzer constituencies, especially d1e students. Wim the comple
tion of d1e second and mird phases of d1e Residential Life 
Project, Pitzer stands positioned to become the first college in 
me nation to replace all its residence halls with Gold LEED cer
tified buildings. 

Phase IT and ID of the Residential Life Project will include a 
new Media Studies facility, classrooms and senunar rooms. Other 
can1pus improvement projects include the renovation of Avety 
Auditorium and a new entryway to McC01mell Center. 

What has always fascinated people in and outside of acade
nua is Trombley's scholru·ly work on Mark Twain. A creative as 
well as a strategic thinker and an internationally renowned 

·' 

Twain scholar, she has plenty to say on the topic. Her discovery 
of one hundred lost Twain letters when she was a graduate stu
dent and subsequent twenty years spent as a Twain scholar was 
me subject of a 2005 front-page staty in me Los Angeles Times. 
She has recently completed her soon-to-be published fifth book 
titled Marlt Tivain)s Other l#Jman. 

Ever aware of me importance of community and civic 
engagement, Trombley is an active member of nwnerous local 
and national organizations including d1e Claremont Rotary 
Additionall)~ she is d1e vice chair of d1e Association of 
Governing Boards Council of Presidents and a commissioner to 
me Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WAS C). In 
2006 Trombley joined the American College & University 
Presidents Climate Commitment, a high-visibility effort to 
make campuses more sustainable. 

Articles have been written about and by Trombley that focus 
on balancing a high-demand lifestyle as a college president with 
d1at of being a mod1er to her son Spar key. In all of her roles
president, wife, mod1et; Twain scholar-her husband Nelson 
has been born a supportive as well as an active partner. 

As d1e College conmmniry nears its flft:ied1 anniversru·y in 
2013 and reflects on the numerous individuals who have con
tributed to its greatness, Lama Skandera Trombley will most 
certainly be among them. • 

-SUSAN ANDREWS, VICE PRESIDENT FOR MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS 
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around the MOU NOS 
-------- RECI::N .. •. I'PENINGS AT PITZER CO il f(,(; 

STUDENT AWARDS STUDENT AWARDS 

Coro Fellow 
NICK KISLING ER '07 HEA DS TO ST. LOUIS 

NICK IGSUNGER '07 was elected to 
participate in the 2007-08 Coro Fellows Program 
in Public Affairs. He is currently based at the Coro 
Leadership Center in St. Louis, Missouri, and 
will take part in a series of internships, inter
views, public service projects and seminars. 

Kislingcr, a self-designed major in 
organizational ecolog)~ created the 
Dining with Democracy lecrure series. As 
the student representative on the development committee of Pitzer College's 
Board of Trustees, the founder of the Prison Stress Management and 
Rehabilitation Training (SMART) Program at the Afficrbaugh/Paige Juvenile 
Camp in La Verne, California, and tl1e recipient of the Kallick Community 
Service Award, Nick was an innovative, enthusiastic and engaging student leader. 
As a Coro Fellow he hopes to build upon his skills with a career in public service 
as his goal. 

STUDENT AWARDS 

Rotary Ambassadorial Fellow 
MILAN BURKE '08 TO STUDY AT SWEDEN'S MALM6 UNIVERSITY 

Mll.AN BURKE '08 has been awarded a 2008-09 
RotaJ)' Ambassadorial Scholarship to Malmo University 
in Sweden by the Rotary Club of Windward Oahu. 

Burke completed a project on the Amazigh 
(Berber) indigenous language in public schools while 
srudying abroad in Morocco. While there, she traveled 

ro Sweden, where she found a surprising num-
ber of Middle Eastern immigrants and came 

to understand their fragile relationship witl1 
the Swedes. The tension opened Burke's 
eyes to the increasingly acrimonious atti
tudes and subsequently, increasingly austere 
laws, on inm1igration in Northern Europe. 

At Malmo, Burke will complete her master's degree in international relations 
or immigration and etlmic relations. Upon her rerurn, she will make a presenta
tion to the Hawaiian Rotarians on the immigration of Middle Easterners to 
Sweden. She plans to go on to a graduate program in law. 

6 THE PARTICIPANT 

Pearson 
Teacher 
Fellow 
LINDA LUNA '07 rEAC HES IN NYC 

LINDA LUNA '07 has been selected as 
a Pearson Teacher Fellow. She is among 
a select group of graduating seniors to 
become one of just twenty-four fellows 
across tl1e Unjted States. 

The Pearson Teacher Fellowsrup was 
created through a unique partnersl1ip 
between Jumpstart and Pearson to help 
passionate and dedicated college gradu
ates continue their efforts in achieving 
Jumpstart's n1ission of working toward 
tl1e da)' that every child in America 
enters school prepared to succeed. 

Luna participated in Jumpstart as a 
first-year and sophomore student at 
Pitzer and during her senior year was a 
Jumpstart team leader. A theatre major, 
Luna hopes to one day open a children's 
theatre company. She is eager to share 
her love of learning with children as a 
Pearson Teacher Fellow. 

Luna will be teaching preschoolers 
(ages three tO five) from low-income 
commUJ1ities in New York City using the 
skills she acquired during her four years 
at Pitzer. After completing her two-year 
Fellowship, Luna plans ro pursue a grad
uate degree in applied thean·e. 

~ Listen to Pitzer Podcasts at 
'f-J' www.pitzer.edu/podcasts 



Laura Beckerman '10, Sarah Ching '10, Jessica Shiu '09 and Chris Phillips '09 
help WASEDAexchange student Chie Tatsumi (center) move in. 

WELCOME WEEK 

A Brand N ew 
Hon1e 

Tarah Hines '11 and Emily Oliver '11 

STUDENTS MOVE INTO 

GREEN RESIDENCE H ALLS 

IN THE EARLY morning hours of August 30, the very fu·st smdent residents of Atherton 
Hall began opening their doors. Pitzer smdents and staff welcomed the newcomers and 
pitched in to help first-year students and their families with ~e move-in. ~ Se~tember, 
d1e last smdents to occupy old Sanborn Hall relocated to the1r new rooms 111 P1tzer Hall 
and d1e new Sanborn Hall. l"<ead more about student lift in the new residence halls on page 24. 

CAMPUS EVENT 

Sojourner 
Truth Lecture 
FORMER CONGRESSWOMAN 

CYNTH IA ANN MC KINN EY 

THE INTERCOLLEGIATE Department of Black Smdies of 
The Cla1·emont Colleges welcomed Cynthia Ann McKinney as 
the t\'lenty-dllid keynote speaker of the annual Sojourner Truth 
Lecture on October 11 at Pitzer College. McKinne)s an interna
tionally renowned advocate for human rights, votil1g rights and 

LIONS FOR LAMBS 

.• 

government accountabilit)~ was elected as the first African 
American congresswoman from Georgia. 

In her ftrst term as congresswoman, McKinney was appointed 
to me Armed Services Committee and the International Relations 
Committee. She sponsored the Am1S Transfer Code of Conduct 
to prevent d1e sale ofU.S. weapons to dictators. During her sec
ond term in 2004, she worked on challenging and conn·oversia1 
issues, including a critique of the 9/ll Commission Report and 
advocated on behalf of the victims of Hlll'ricane Katrina. 

The Sojolll'ner Trud1 Lecmre was established in 1983 and 
honors d1e achievements and conn·ibutions of outstanding women 
from d1e African Diaspora. The lectureship is spo11Sored by Pitzer, 
Pomona, Claremont McKenna, Harvey Mudd, Scripps and 
Claremont Graduate Universit)~ 
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Director and Curator of Pitzer Art Galleries Ciara Ennis 
welcomes visitors to the new Lenzner Family Art Gallery 
located in Atherton Hall. 

My aim as director and 
curator of Pitzer's art galleries 
is to create exciting and 
engaging contemporary art 
spaces that demonstrate a 
wide variety of aesthetic and 
narrative viewpoints. ' 

Clockwise from left Anne 
Noble, Antarctica: lndex/1, 
2003-06; Joyoe Campbell, 
Ice Ghoul, 2006; and 
Connie Samaras, VALIS 
Dome Interior, South Pole, 
2005-07 

8 THE PARTICIPANT 

PITZ£A ART r.AII.ERIES 

Q &A_ with Ciara Ennis 
D I RECTOR. & CURATOR. OF PITZER. ART GALLERIES 

This fall Ciara Ennis took over as director and curator of Pitzer College's art galleries 
inclttding the Nichols Gallery and the tteJV Lenzmr Family Art Gallery in Atherton Ha-ll. 
In additimt to this ·role, Ennis is teachhliJ a first-year semin.ar titled Cttrati11g: Past & 
Present atld will also teach Studi{) Practice during the summer session. Megmt Dattiels '08 
asked Ennis a Jew questions about her tl&JV job and art at Pitzer. 

What is yoW' educational background? 
I grew up in London and earned my bachelor of arts in painting at Norwich School of 
Art . After smdying painting at the Kw1stakademje Kadsmhe for t\vo years, I attended 
Central/St. Martins School of Art before pursu ing my master's in visual artS adminis
tt·ation, curating and commissioning contemporary art at the Royal College of Art. 

Which galleries have you worked for in the past? 
After graduating from the Royal College of Art, I went on to work as project coordina
tor (and later becan1e project director) at the Musewn of Contemporary Art, Los 
Angeles. I had the exn·aordinary oppornmity of working directly with Chief Curator Paul 
ScJU111mcl who taught me everything I know about cmating. I later worked as associate 
cmator at the Santa Monica Musetm1 of Art and for the past two years I have mrned my 
attention to hu-ge-scale thematic exhibitions at OCR/California Museum of Photography. 

What attracted you to Pitzer College & what do you hope to accomplish here? 
Because the galleries arc fairly new (the Lcnzner Fanlily Art Gallery opened in 
September of this year) they don't have much of a history, wruch is really exciting to 
me. I t presentS an incredible oppormruty and challenge to create a vibrant contempo
rary art program that not only exists within Pitzer, but also has irs own identity out
side the SCs. Pitzer is a unique environment. I've never worked in a place like this, 
where cvcLyone seems genuinely happy to be here, it's extremely rare. 

My aim as director and curator of Pitzer's art galleries is to create exciting and engaging 
contemporary art spaces that demonstrate a wide variety of aesthetic and narrative view
pointS. I strive to present exlubitions of the highest quality that uplift, educate and cl<aJ
Iengc, and to show art that increases the public profile of the galle1y and Pitzer through 
innovations and risk-taking. I want smdcnrs to feel that these galleries arc theirs and that 
they don't always have to go to L.A. to sec what is going on in d1e art world. 

NICHOLS GALLERY & LENZNER FAMILY ART GALLERY 

Antarctica 
NOVEMBER 17. 2007- JANUARY 12. 2008 

Taking place simultaneously at the Nichols and Lenzner Family Art Galleries, Antarctica 
will be the subject of the largest photographic exhibition ever shown at Pitzer College. 
This exhibition, the first cw-ated by Ciara Ennis at Pitzer, brings together the work of 
three e~traordinary artists: Joyce Campbell, Anne Noble and Connie Samaras. Their col
laborative work explores the subject of Antarctica, the coldest and most extreme conti
nent on Earth. Each artist's work approaches d1e subject with differing yet interconnected 
critical frameworks. The result is a rich u-ansculmral dialogue that seeks to serve as d1e 
de-exoticism of a landscape d1at has been romanticized, idealized and rendered epic. 



David H. Wells, Untitled (South Asia Project), 2006 

NICHOLS GALLERY 

Globalization: 
Choices & Changes 
SEPTEMBER 7 - OCTOBER 20. 2007 

... 

J\ •• • , 
T'\ . 

_.-.~-~ 

IN THIS EXHIBITION Annu 
Palakwmathu Matthew and David 
H. Wells '79 approach the topic of 
globalization in India in different 
ways. In The Virtual Immigrant, 
Matthew explores the fluidity of 
identity and the dislocation of caU 
center workers in Inrua who tech-Annu Palakunnathu Matthew, 

The Virtual Immigrant, 2006 
nologicaUy "migrate" during their 

workday. In The Newly Global and the Eternal, Dualities in 
South Asia, Wells investigates interactions between local cul
tme and globalization's forces for d1angc. 

LENZNER FAMILY ART GALLERY 

H utnanitas 
I N AUG U RA L EX H I B IT I 0 N 

SEPTEMBER 17 - OCTOBER 31. 2007 

Beautiful Nuns, 2006 

Fredric Roberts 

FOCUSING ON 
individual and 
collective identity, 
Fredric Roberts' 
photographs taken 
in India, Cam
bodia, Bhutan, 
Myanmar and 
Chi na explore the 
complex narratives 
and entwined rela

tionships between people and the places where they live. 
E:'I.'Uding compassion and unusual empathy, Roberts' pow
erful color \Vorks elegantly capture the disparate cultures, 
elaborate rituals and ever-shifting landscapes that he 
encountered along the way. 

.. 

The Speaker Series That Serves Up Open Discussion 
Between Students and Leaders for Social Change 

T H E PURPOSE of Dilling with Democracy is to facili
tate discussion, debate and dialogue about ill1portant con
temporary political and social issues in a participato ry 
atmosphere, and to brillg the leaders of today to inspire 
the leaders of tomorrow. After the lecture, the guest 
speaker continues the discussion with students, faculty and 
staff over an intimate di1111er. 

* 

OCTOBER 25 

THE YES MEN 
Criticizing the Powerful with a Middle Finger 
and a Smile 

Andy Bichlbaum and Mike Bonanno are rwo guys 
who couldn't hold down a job Lmtil they became reps 
for the WTO, George W. Bush, Halliburton, Dow 
Chcmkal and the U .S. federal government . Now 
they are the Yes Men, and they use humor, truth and 
lunacy to bring media attention to the local and global 
misdeeds of their unwilling employers. 

* NOVEMBERS 

ANTHONY PICO 
I Don't Give a%*#! What You Say, I'm Gonna 
Raise Hell: Surviving California Foster Care 

Anthony Pico has been advocating on behalf of 
foster youth since the age of fifteen. He speaks on 
various topics including mental health, youth involve
ment, policy implementation and permanency. 

* DECEMBER 6 

Will Parris h 
How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Oppose 
the Bomb 

Will Parrish has been the Nuclear Age Peace 
FOtmdation's Youth Empowerment Dit·ector since 2005. 
H e is a commwlity organizer, activist, researcher, writer, 
public speaker and facilitator. 

Join us on January 24 for John Hueston's lecture, 
"How I Trounced Ken Lay: The Timely Demise of Enron." 

All discussions take place in Avery Auditorium at 4 p.m . 
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a'I•O'ttnd the MOUNDS 

c· PUS EVENT 

Reading 
Annie)s Vflar 

PROFESSOR EMERITA JACKIE 

LEVERING SULLIVAN SHARES 

It ER FIRST NOVEL 

It seemed to me too many fol!Lr were awful sad and lonely or else 
angry about something> Iitle the war hadn)t truly ended. Little bits 
and pieces of it were still stucll in everybody1s craw tilee a tiny bit of 
fol? bone. Not nearly ettottgh to cholle you to death but enough to 
malle yout· throat raw. 

JACKIE LEVERING SULLfVAN, founder and director of 
Pitzer CoUege's Writing Center, celebrated the publication of her 
first novel,Annie)s llrftr (Eerdmans Books), with a reading, book 
signing and ice cream social at the Grove House on October 12. 

The novel, for children ages eight to twelve, begins one year 
after World War II. Eleven-year-old Annie worries about her 
father, who was declared missing in action, and her mother, 
who believes that her husband is dead. Then Annie's appendix 
burstS, and she is smck in the hospital for more than a month. 

During her stay, Annie getS an unusual visitor-President 
H arry S. Truman. Though everyone insistS he is a figment of 
her imagination, d1e president offers Annie the friendship and 
support she desperately needs. 

Annie faces more family tension when she is sent to recuper
ate at her grandma's house. Grandma has taken in a new ten
ant, Miss Gloria Jean Washington, a young black woman flee
ing discrimination and her own sad past. Annie's Uncle Billy, a 
bitter wwrr veteran, is furious because he doesn't want a «col
ored" so dose to home. 

CAMPUS EVENT 

PRIEC 
POLITICS OF RACE , IMM IGRATION 

AN 0 ETH NICITY COLLOQU I UM 

PITZER COLLEGE Associate Professor of Political Smdics 
and Chicano Smdies Adrian Pantoja and Claremont Graduate 
University Assistant Professor of Politics and Policy Jennifer 
MeroiJa led ilie Politics of Race, Immigration and Ethniciry 
Colloquium (PRIEC) held at Pitzer CoUege on September 28. 
PRIEC is an ongoing series of meetings that brings together 

10 THE PARTICIPANT 

With d1e help of Mr. 
Truman, Annie tries to under
stand her uncle's behavior, her 
father's absence and Miss 
Gloria's sorrow. She begins to 
realize some wounds of war 
never heal. 

During me reading, 
Levering Sullivan explained her 
creative process and why she 
chose to write the book. She 
initially began Amtie)s 1-#lr as a 
sto1y about a girl nying to help 
her family cope with the after
mad, of WWTI, but soon found 
that she was actually writing Founder and Director of Pitzer College's 
Amue's story to satisfy her own Writing Center Jackie Levering Sullivan 

curiosity about how the real 
Miss Gloria can1e to be such an important part of her f.unil)~ 

As a young girl Levering Sullivan spent her summers in Walla 
Walla, Washington, wid1 her grandmod1er and her housekeeper 
Gloria. Levering Sullivan would pass coundess hours with Gloria 
at the Corner Groce1y that was attached to her grandmod1er's 
house and going to the movies. "When I dose my eyes and d1ink 
about Gloria, I can still feel the soft touch of her hands cupped 
around my face," she said. 

During the '40s, a time when prejudice was commonplace, 
Levering Sullivan rccaUed how her grandmother ignored her 
neighbors' attitudes and gave Gloria, a black woman, a home 
and a job. Many years later, a conversation with her aunt rekin
dled the affection and admiration she felt for her grandmod1er's 
strength of character and she began to write. 

"Ths book started wid1 in1ages of my grandmod1cr and 
Gloria in d1c Corner Grocery. There were happy images, d1ough I 
know d1e time was not always so happy for aiJ of us," she said. 
''Later in the process, l was writing at a rime when we found our
selves in another war and I iliought dUs story nught resonate with 
young readers who have been touched by d1e conflict in Iraq." 

faculty and graduate students from the West Coast to discuss 
their research related to race, ethnicity and immigration. "While 
this conference typically meers at large research universities such 
as UCLA or USC, I invited the participantS to hold their meet
ing at Pitzer College," Pantoja said. "There was a general con
sensus mat d1is was one of me best PRIEC conferences and the 
participation of Pitzer students gready cono·ibuted to irs suc
cess. The participantS arc looking forward to a fitture meeting 
at Pitzer." 



NEWS 
PITZER COLLEGE IN THE HEADLiNES 

Learning from You 
The first college course entirely about, and primarily occurring on YouTube was taught 
by Professor of Media Studies Alex Juhasz this fall at Pitzer College. The ground rules 
were simple and few. All the classwork and assignments (reading, writing, viewing and 
video production) occurred on and about YouTube. Juhasz and her class caught the 
attention of the news media and were featured in numerous newspaper articles as well 
as television and radio broadcasts. Visit www.youtube.com/mediapraxisme to learn more. 

/P~I September 20, 2007 

~ CNN American Morning 
anchor Kiran Chetry 

interviewed Professor Alex Juhasz and 
Miranda Perry '08. 

YouTube Studies 

September 2, 2007 

September 28, 2007 

Professor Juhasz was 
interviewed on Fox and 
Friends weekend edition. 

Faculty members have experimented with posting lecnu·es and comse material online 
before, and some have argued that YouTube is a helpfuJ tool for academics, but the devo
tion of an entire comse to the Web site and the all-access pass Pitzer is providing puts the 
liberal arts college on another plane. 

"It's a class like I've never taught before and a class like I'm not certain has ever been 
taught before," JuJ1asz says during her introductory video. 

You'd expect that a professor teaching a class on and about YouTube wouJd be a huge 
booster of the site. But not Juhasz. She says she is '\mderwhelmed" and ''tmsatisfied" by 
much of the content, which she describes as spoofs of pop culture references d1at she just 
doesn't understand. 

Juhasz's main critique of the site is its architecture. Academics strive to make connections 
across disciplines, she says, but YouTube makes it difficult to provide context (often in d1e 
form of links), and to canyon complex conversations beyond d1e small space given for 
comments below the video. 

Still, as a professor of Media Studies, she says ignoring d1e site is impossible. lt1Stead, she 
wants students to draw d1eir own conclusions after spending a semester working entirely 
within the framework and constraints of YouTube . 

. • 

Ap Associated Press 

YouTube Goes Academic 

September 14, 2007 

Here's a dream-come-true for Web 
addicts: college credit for watching 
You Tube. 

Pitzer College this fall began offering 
what may be the first course about d1e 
video-sharing site. About thirty-five 
students meet in a classroom but work 
mostly online, where d1ey view YouTube 
content and post their comments. Class 
lessons also are posted and students are 
encouraged to post videos. 

Alexandra Juhasz, a Media Smdies pro
fessor at the liberal arts college, said she 
was "undetwhelmed" by d1e content on 
YouTube but set up the course, 
"Learning from YouTube," to explore d1e 
role of the popular sire. 

Class members control most of d1e class 
content and YouTube watchers from 
around d1e world are encouraged to 

comment, JuJ1asz said. 

She hopes the course will raise serious 
issues about YouTube, such as d1e role of 
"corporate-sponsored democratic media 
expression." 

You Tube is "a phenomenon rl1at should be 
smdied," student Darren Grose '08 said. 
"You can learn a lot about American cul
nu·e and just Internet culnu·e in general." 

This article also appeared in: 
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Pitzer Named One 
of Best Colleges 

Pitzer College was named as one of the best colleges i11 the 
United States by the 2008 edition of the Princeton Review's. 
The Best 366 Colleges. 

Pitzer undergraduates tend to be "passionate, creative, dynamic 
ru1d socially involved." Pitzer srudents possess a love of learn
ing and also enjoy a wealth of entertainment and enrichment 
options. A student is quoted as saying, "Pitzer is about con
standy questioning the status quo and the mainstream, con
standy thinking about better alternatives o r creative solutions, 
and constantly reevaluating the way you see yourself, your 
community and the world around you." 

Pitzer in Top 50 of Nation's 
Liberal Arts Colleges 
Pitzer College ranked forty-nint11 overall in the nation among 
liberal arts colleges in U.S.News & UVrld Report's 2008 edition 
of<1\merica's Best Colleges." Improving fi·om fifty-first place 
from ilie previous year, Pitzer's rmkings reflect continued 
strong placements in all categories, particularly a111ong 
academic qualit)', reputation, selectivity and endowment. 

"While we arc pleased iliat our college continues to perform 
well in the annual U.S.News & T#rld Report rankings, our 
Admission Office recommends tl1at prospective sn1dcnts 
explore their options on numerous levels beyond tl1e college 
ranking books," President Trombley said. "The right fit for 
prospective students trallSlates into matching ilie mission and 
core values of the college." 

Borrowed Voices Awarded Grant 
The California Council for ilie Humanities awru·ded a 
California Story Fund grru1t to the Borrowed Voices: Sharing 
the Stories of [ncarcerated Youth project sponsored by tl1e 
Pitzer College Center for California Culrural and Social Issues. 
The California Story Fund is an ongoing pro~ of 
California Stories, the Council's multiyear initiative tO connect 
Californians and foster understanding by uncovering personal 
and community stories tl1at tell the true story of Californ ia. 
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IHU.HO VAL&.aY 

DaUy Bulletin 

"Students Protest for 
Louisiana's Jena Six" 
September 21, 2007 

About 300 students at The 
Claremont Colleges joined the 
Jena Six demonsuators in spirit 
Thursday afternoon in a silent 
protest march across the five 
undergraduate campuses. 

Mary Beth Garber '68, a 
former Pitzer College 

RADIO ~ 

IN. K ·i·~-
.t ~ 

GooQ tor 

Sigr(§ls ~~ Make Go~d 
Neighborsi 

truStee, was 
interviewed 
for a Rndio 
l11k June cover 
story titled 
"Good Signals 
Make Good 
Neighbors." 

As president of me Southern 
California Broadcasters 
Association, she explained ilie 
virrual neighborhood d1at 
unjtes radio and its listeners. 

Bridget Baker '82, a 
Pitzer College trustee 
and BC Universal 

Networks Distribution presi
dent, discussed USA, the coun
ny's cop cable network, ru1d 
Disney's deal witl1 Cox 
Communications to prevent 
viewers from fast forwarding 
rnrough commercials witl1 
CNBC's Erin Burnett on May 8. 

Money 
Claremont: One of America's 
Best Places to Live 
August 2007 

Praising the city as a "tight-knit 
community with topnotch 
schools," Money magazine 
ranked Claremont No. 5 on its 
rumual list of "America's Best 
Places to Live." 

May 9, 2007 

President Trombley, a Mark 
1\vain scholar, was a11 l\TPR 
Boston guest for "On Point" 
and commented on d1e recent 
bookFi~m by Jon Clinch. 

VISI6N LATINA 

"La Muerte: Extension de 
Ia Vida para Latinos" 
July 25, 2007 

The Fact that dcatl1 is seen as ru1 
extension of life has its roots in 
i_ndjgenous culrures, bod1 tl1e 
Mayan and Aztec, shru·ed Mru·tha 
Barcenas, professor of Spanish at 
Pitzer College. "Remnants of 
iliese beliefs have stayed wid1 
us," added Barcenas. "Wirn tl1e 
imposition of Christianiry, deatl1 
is tl1ought of as l a process of 
going] toward the oilier life 
while one awaits the resurrection. 
This is a historical matter, how 
we now feel about death-a 
returning to life, a rebi.rtl1." 

BEY~ 
nu:BOOKS 

Pitzer College has been selected for ilie 
Beyond the Books' Gnide to Service-Leaming 
Colleges and Universities. Selected instirutions 
have demonstrated a significant track record 

of integrating community service witl1 academic sn1dy to enrich 
learning, reach civic responsibility md strengd1en communities. 

Pitzer Students Contribute 100,000 
Annual Service Learning Hours 
Pitzer College, a member of Campus Compact, contributed to d1e 
clocking of277 million hours in campus-organized service programs 
by 1,000+ institutions nationwide during me 2005-06 academic year. 



In this episode, which aired on September 24 on HGTV, the Begleys visited Pitzer 
College to see the new sustainable residence halls. President Laura Skandera 
Trombley took Ed Begley Jr. and Rachelle Carson around the buildings to show 
them all of the green features. From Dutch doors to cross ventilation in the rooms, 
Ed and Rachelle were impressed. 

lk NBC4 FOCUS ON 
PITZER COLLEGE 

Visit www.pitzer.edu/sustainability to read more & view video clips . 

. • 

NEWS 

"Colleges Create Eco-Friendly Dorms" 
August 31, 2007 

Pitzer College's environmentally friendJy 
residence halls were feamred on NP~s 
Marning Edition. National desk reporter 
Mandal.it del Barco reported on how some 
college students are demanding that can1pus 
housing be more environmentally responsi
ble. Del Barco interviewed President 
Trombley and several Pitzer students for the 
education segment. 

ito.s Angeles a!imes 
"Green Goes to School" 

August 23, 2007 

Smdents at Pitzer College in Claremont have 
moved into new dorms with garden rooftops 
and photovoltaic panels. New LEED-certi
fied housing will soon replace all the old 
dorms on campus, officials say, and rooms 
are cleaned only with green products. 

ito.s Angeles mimes 
"Public Enemy No. 1 ?" 
July 5, 2007 

Lawn, some researchers suggest, is more 
than a custom. They say humans are drawn 
to open, lush landscapes for safety and sur
vival. Lawns represent an oasis, albeit a 
denaturalized one, accorcling to Paul 
Faulstich, who teaches EnviroiUnental 
Sn1clies at Pitzer College in Claremont. He 
has wri tten that "lawns represent the 
metaphorical waterhole in the parched 
savanna." 

itos Angeles mimes 
"Universities Pledge to Go 
'Climate Neutral"' 
June 13, 2007 

Of the 284 institutions nationwide that 
signed d1e pact, thirty-seven are in 
California, inducting Pitzer College. 
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DEVIN ....... . 
VON STADE 

PORTLAND. MAINE 
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MEET THE C LASS OF 2 01 1 

TOP OF THE ] 
EAP 

THIS FALL Pitzer College welcomed 243 ne•v first-year srudents. They 
faced tough competition in securing their spots in the Class of20ll: Pitzer 
received 3,744 applications for the 2007-08 academic year, the largest mun
ber in d1e College's history, and onJy 26 percent of d1e applicants were offered 
admission. The eight first-year students profiled here are just a few of d1e 
amazing students whose achievements and personal convictions made mem 
stand out from d1e rest of the pool. Whed1er it's spuming fire, volunteering 
in Nepal or belti.I1g out lyrics on St<lge, these students' range of interests and 
goals are fascinati.I1g, and we know you will enjoy gettu1g ro know mem. 

WHOOSH. As sizzling flames weave arow1d his body and warm his 
sandy feet, Devin von Stade experiences the soothing, yet exhilarat
ing power of ftre-spinning. But for him fire-spinning is more than a 
hobby, it's a philosophy 

"Fire, like so many aspects of life, is never fuUy understood, never 
full y conu·olled, but through my experience with fire petformance I 

have learned that regardless of how wKonu·ollable an energy 
may appear to be, if you are willing to lead it, to move with 

it, you can direct it on a chosen path," D evin said. 
Devin's chosen path is to exanune the way life and 

people work by pursuing pre-med studies in human biol
ogy and physiology Likewise, he is fascinated by 
mechanics and built his own computer, so when one 
part malfunctions he knows exactly how to fu: it. This 

interest in the way tl1ings work also led him to volunteer 
at a wheelchair refurbishing center and to compete in the 

USFIRST Robotics competition. 
Acknowledging that his exposure to different cultures has 

played a significant role in his life and education so far, Devin 
hopes to build upon his diverse cultural experiences while at Pitzer. He 
has already u·aveled to South Africa, Thailand, Japan and Nicaragua, to 
name a few, and earned his scuba diving certification in Belize. 

Devin believes Pitzer is the petfecr college to carve our a balance of 
academics and student life. "Having a well of knowledge to pull from 
helps me in every activity I do," he said. "Whether it is sailing, writing 
a paper or just talking to someone new, I find that creating a broad 
range of experience is greatly advantageous." 

-EMILY CAVALCANTI 



ELIZABETH TESFAYE bid 
farewell to her parents and 
two big brod1ers, and vcn
nu·cd out of the closely knit 
conmmnity of Inglewood, 
CaJjfornia, to Claremont. 

Elizabeth's family emigrated 
to d1e U.S. fi·om Ed1iopia, 

and me transition to college has 
been particularly emotional. 

''Being d1e first in my fan1ily to attend 
college has always been 
my motivation to con
tlllue towards 11igher 
education," Elizabed1 
said. ''I'm pretty 
determined." 

Elizabed1 is a pre
med student and plans to merge her interest in psychology wim 
her medical ambitions. The freedom Pitzer offers its students by 

ELIZABETH 
TESFAYE ....... . 

l NG LEWOOO , CALIFORN l A 

JESSE MEISLER-ABRAMSON will be able to tell his grand
children how he drove to !ugh school in upstate New York fifty 
miles each way. And maybe it wasn't uphill both ways in a bliz
zard, but it was on free fuel. Witil rising gas prices and a 
heightened awareness of the environment, Jesse chose to con
vert his car to run on used vegetable oil. 

After watching an independent docwnentaty on global 
warn1ing, Jesse said to llinlself, "Wow, d1at is serious stuff. I've 
got to do something." He bought a used cat· and paid $1,500 
tO have it converted to rw1 on vegetable oil. Jesse went to a 
local restaurant that agreed to put their used vegetable oil into a 
fifty-five gallon drum he left d1ere. 

having educational objectives instead of general education require
ments was especially attractive to her in accomplisl1ing dUs goal. 

"I've always wanted to help people. I think today, medicine 
is more ' here you go, here's your medicine,' not d1e emotional 
and psychological part of it. I want to mix d1ese toged1er and 
see how much I can actually help someone." 

In high school, Elizabed1 co-fow1ded and was elected 
president of a group called Young Women of Unity that serves 
young women in tile conm1unity through health education, 
tutoring and fw1draisers for breast cancer. Elizabetil plans to 
join d1e Pitzer Feminist Coalition. 

''In EdUopian culture women are not identified as intelligent 
or capable of making decisions like men. Women are known to 
be submissive, passive, as well as compliant," Elizabed1 said . 
She learned in school dus was not her prescribed identity. 

"I becarne motivated to speak freely about my tiloughts and 
bel iefs. There were clashes between tile attitude and behavioral 
patterns I was raised to follow and the new possibilities I 
learned women were capable of accomplishing." 

- JESSICA SCHWARTZ '08 

"They just tilrow tile used vegetable oil in it for me. They 
would have to pay to get rid of it otherwise," Jesse explained. 
The conversion process takes minimal time and effort. ''In me 
basement of d1e restaurant, I hold open the valve and watch the 
used vegetable oil spew down and out of tile drw11 a11d into my 
five-gallon bucket. Then, 1 take d1e oil home to be filtered and 
stored in my family's garage. I just prn11p it into my car and 
drive. And it's free, which is d1e best part." •••••••• }ESSE 

MEISLER-
ABRAMSON 

The grease-car has become a hobby for Jesse-cooking is 
another. Jesse hopes to start a cooking club at Pitzer, as well 
as contribute to d1e Colleges' green community as a member 
of me Ecology Center. 

-JESSICA SCHWARTZ '08 

WOODSTOCK, NEW YORK 

.• FALL 2007 15 



AS THE OLDEST of three 
siblings, Maricela Ledezma 
has always aspired to be a 
sn·ong role model at 
home and in the commu
nity. Now as a college sru
dent she is lending her tal

ents to the J u.mpstatt pro-
gram, which helps prepare 

preschoolers for their futures. 
"In high school I did a lot 

of community serv
ice and nearly all of MARICE LA 

LEDEZMA ..... 
it involved children. 
I rutored at my 
library and volun-

LA HABRA, CALlFOR NIA teered at a duldren's 
art museum as well 

as volw1teered at a daycare center. When I heard about 
Jumpstart I thought it was a great opportunity:" 

Maricela discovered Pitzer through a college fair, and applied 
despite previous plans to go to a large w1iversity. She describes 
her visit, "1 just got this feeling that I belonged here. Eve1yone 
at Pitzer was really warm and passionate about learning." 
With plans to pursue a career in pedian·ic medical care, 
Maricela is enthusiastic about the Joint Science Center. She 
has also signed up for a nwnber of activities, from Capoeira 
to camping with Pitzer Outdoor Adventw-es, from salsa danc
ing to Pitzer's new surfing dub. 

"Pitzer can be as big or as small as you want-I like that. 
Wid1 the SCs connected d1ere are so many opportmuties." 

- JESSICA SCHWARTZ '08 

A SEATTLE-AREA native, 
Mohanunad Nasir is a self
pronounced coffeehouse 
jwlkie who loves listening 
to music, san1pling new 
cuisine and watdllng inde

pendent films. He truly 
d11ives on all the city has to 

offer, but is also concerned 
about how to reconcile urban 

Jiving with d1e natural environment. 

MOHAMMAD 
NASIR .......... . 
BOTH ELL. WASH l NGTON 

"I am interested 
in issues of urban 
sustainability and 
energy conserva
tion. Evenmally, I 
would like to work 
with city planners 
and help to lobby 

for changes that encourage mban growth while also preserving 
and respecting the environment," he said. 
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SHAWN 

STUDENT ATHLETE 
Shawn Campas sn·ives to 
n·anslate his work educ on 
d1e adlletic field to his 
petformance in the class
room. "Being a member 
of a team has taught me 

that perseverance and hard 
work are essential ingredi

ents for success," he said. 
Shawn, who plays running-back, 

credits the cama-

. .... CAMPAS 
raderie with his Pitzer
Pomona football 
teammates wid1 easing 
Ius n·ansition into col
lege d)is fall as be 
adjusts to campus life 

NOVATO , CALIFORN I A 

and takes courses in nucroeconomics, psychology and Spatush. 
It is his first-yea~· senlinat· though that has really captured 

his interest. The comse, La Familia, which focuses on the role 
of the family fo r Latinos ljving in the U.S., has helped answer 
many of d1e questions he has about lus own family and their 
Latino heritage. "Before coming to Pitzer I didn't realize how 
beneficial a liberal a~·ts education could be for me," he said. 

Shawn, son of Shawn Cam pas Sr. '84, is proud to follow in 
his fad1er's footsteps. He shat·es, however, that his decision to 
attend Pitzer was entirely his own. After visiting the College, he 
was sn·uck by the diversity in the people he met and the opportu
tlities afforded by the SCs. In addition to playing on the Sagehen 
football teatn, Shawn also hopes to join d1e baseball teat11 in d1e 
spring and to get involved with Student Senate and PAct. 

- EMILY CAVALCANTI 

Mohanunad believes that his Pitzer education will keep him 
htm1ble and awat·e d1at life is not just about taking, but giving. 
The son ofPakistatli inmugrants, he witnessed the great sacri
fices his parents made to carve om a better life for their fatnily 
in the United States. ''I admire my parents' hat·d work and 
comminnem and how d1ey made d1e very best of the opportu
nities afforded to them here." 

Mohan1mad was d1e fu·st sibling in Ius fanUly born in d)e U.S. 
atld therefore fmds lus identity is somewhere in d1e nuddle 
benveen Pakistani and Amerieatl. As a Muslim, observing me 
mond1 of Ramadan, in patticulat·, has made him more aware of 
d1e privileged lives many Americans lead and bow we should be 
grateful for what we have, but also acknowledge and assist rl1ose 
a~·otmd the world who may be suffering. 

"Growing up in an enviroru11ent where iPods, cellular phones 
and receiving a car for your birthday are the norm, we seem to 
forget the millions who live off bread made fi·om grass, who a~·e 
orphaned, who don't have clean water, who don't have what we 
have," he said. "Rarnadatl has influenced me gready and allowed 
me to accept hat·dship in life, be appreciative and realize d1at 
d1ere is mucl1 worse beyond my bubble." 

-EMILY CAVALCANTI 



..... JYOTI 

GAUTAM 
HONOLULU, HAWAI I 

SINCE SHE was a child Sara Vander Zwaag has dreamed of 
petfonning on Broadway. She admits, whether it's acting, 
singing o r dancing, she is addicted co the stage and the rush 
of an audience staring back at her. 

"Through acting I explore d1e depd1 of my connection to 
others du·ough emotion. On stage I can sing as loud as I want 
vvid10ut fearing criticism," Sara said. "During dance I let d1e 
world sweep me away and leave aU concepts of reality on the 
ground." 

Sara knows d1at at Pitzer her artistic talents will continue 
to be nurtured. Impressed by the can1pus murals and artwork, 
she admires each student's cho ice to confidendy display 
his/her work for aU to see. A painter herself, Sara finds artistic 
expression a must. 

''I can't imagine my life without painting-where a simple 
coat of paint can forgive any nlistake, and a blenlish can quick
ly become a mark of beaut)~" she said. "When my paintbrush 
llits the palette, my brain instandy starts to sort itself out." 

Sara is eager to see the direction her art will take as Pitzer 
helps to expand her world view. "I look fmward to how the 
comses I take and d1e people I meet here will open my eyes 
to things I didn't notice before and make me a more well
rounded individual," she said. 

- EMILY CAVALCANTI 

.• 

BORN IN Kathmandu, Nepal, Jyoti Gautam and her family 
moved to Hawaii when she was two years old and she grew 
up "Americanized" as her parents would say. Sixteen years 
later she returned, alone, to her roots in Nepal and was over
whelmed with the drastically different way of life she encoun
tered. Yet her myriad experiences during this seven-week trip, 
including volunteering at a pre-primaty school, inspired a 
powerful revelation. 

«Helping Nepal is not a dury, but a choice and I choose to 
participate. My dream is to return to Nepal and start an 
organization d1at will teach d1e new generation the salience of 
peace, egalitarianism and charity," Jyoti said. "I choose and 
aspire to help Nepal be a counuy I want to revisit." 

With an interest in psychology and sociology, Jyoti found 
the college best suited to fmther her participatory role in soci
ety is Pitzer. "A certain kind of harmony exists at Pirzer- the 
College believes and hopes wid1 you to affect positive 
change," she explained. "Pitzer's openness gives sutdents free
dom, but also immense responsibility." Jyoti plans to continue 
her community service work by joining Claremont After 
School Programs (CLASP), a nonprofit organization that 
offers after school tutoring and mentoring for students from 
grades one through six. 

Jyoti finds that when she wants to focus on her own 
thoughts and goals, though, she hits the pavement. An avid 
runner, she has completed the Honolulu Marathon twice, the 
second time finishing eighth in her division. "For me running is 
a type of meditation, it helps me become more attuned co my 
individual self and my place in dlis world." 

- EMILY CAVALCANTI 

SARA ..... 
VANDER ZWAAG 
BRYN MAWR. PENNSYLVAN I A 
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BUILDING A 

FUTURE TOGETHER 
Before Pitzer College could begin building green, it had to get a little dirty. Since the 
College's new residence halls were to be constructed on a challenging piece of real 
estate- an old landfill-the first step was to unearth everything buried there prior to the 
'50s. Massive amounts of construction debris and soil were removed properly to 
revitalize the landscape and recharge the aquifer for the retention of storm water . .. 



What this initial challenge ar Pitzer demonstrates is that truJy green practices must go beyond 
the surface. Remnants of the past must be «dug up" and old ways and habits purged and trans
formed for the greater good of the land and each other. Creating a greener funtre is about high
performance buildings, drought-tolerant landscaping and alternative transportation, to name a few. 
Effective action to address the complexities of climate change must go beyond campaigns and slo
gruls ru1d identify specific targets for minimizing climate-altering gas emissions. 

The U.N. World Commission on Environment and Development has defined ''sustainabiliry'' as 
«development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of nlntre genera
tions to meet their own needs." Ever mindful of d1e future, Pitzer has always held the environment 
and a sustainable n1ntre as central concerns in its conunitment to environmental balance and social 
justice. The College recognizes that ru1y definition of sustainabiliry is complex and inherently interdis
ciplinal)~ encompassing nearly every aspect of life. In 2002 tl1e College Council formally adopted its 
Statement of Environmental Policy and Principles to integrate socially and environmentally conscious 
practices into college operations and tl1e education of its sn1dents. Action must be taken and Pitzer 
continues to lead me way wim tl1e conception and completion of tl1e College's environmentally 
friendly residence halls . 
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Built to the Highest Standards 

According to the Pew Center for Global Change, the energy 
services required by residential, commercial and industrial 
buildings produce approximately 43 percent of U.S. carbon 
dioxide emissions. Since most of the elecn·icit:y in the U.S. is 
generated by burning fossil fuels, the greatest conn·ibutor to cli
mate change, the construction of new buildings presents the 
perfect oppornmity to implement a comprehensive emission 
reduction strategy. 

Four years ago, a group of dedicated students, facu l t)~ staft~ 
trustees and administrators gathered in the Fatmders Room in 
McConnell Cenrer to discuss the College's vision for studem 
housing. From the beginning, the community engaged in a 
series of discussions about what practical din1ensions and envi
ronmental goals they wanted the buildings to embody, what 
they wanted them to stand for, and what kinds of integrative 
commnrut)' functions they wanted them to fulfill. "We were 
determined to imagine new buildings that would embrace our 
conmunnent to community and diversit)' and symbolize sus
tainabilit)r," President Laura Skandera Trombley recalled. "At the 
time, examples of environn1enrally sustainable buildings were 
still relatively rare and it was inspiring to take this first step in 
rethinking how our presence as the leading institution of con
science occupies and impacts the space that supports us." 

Tmning to the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), a 
coalition of leaders from across the building industry, Pitzer 
relied on the standards established by the USGBC's Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) to guide the 

Founded by Pitzer College students as part of a class 
project in 2001 , the Green Bike Program (GBP) seeks to 
counter Los Angeles' renowned car culture by encourag
ing bike riding. The GBP urges students and the community 
to rely on an alternate and low-impact means of transporta
tion by making bikes accessible for Pitzer students, faculty 
and staff and providing on-campus maintenance for all 
Claremont University Consortium bike riders. 

project. LEED's goal is to set a design guideline "to promote 
fuJJ building design, and to establish a market value for the green 
standard." LEED provides a tool (the Checklist) and a certifica
tion process to give some guidance and srrucn1re to "green" build
ing by establishing performance goals and indusny standards. 

The LEED process assigns points in six categories : 
Sustainable Site, Materials & Resources, Water Efficiency, 
Indoor Environn1ental Quality, Energy & Atmosphere and 
Innovation & Design Process. In addition to the energy and 
am1osphere requirements for a building, there are opportunities 
for responsible design that move beyond the energy focus, but 
which have energy implications. For example, in the Material & 
Resources category, 80 percent of the building materials were 
manufacnn·ed within 200 miles of the project site, wlucb 
reduced the amount of nonrenewable resources consumed for 
n·ansporration. 

Pitzer has designed and built Phase I of its new residence halls 
to the LEED Gold-level standard and upon completion of its 
three-phase construction project in progress, Pitzer will likely 
become the first college in the nation to have all Gold LEED-cer
tified halls. "Pitzer has the oppornmity, in launching into a green 
bui lding campaign, to really 'walk irs talk'-to experiment with 
cutting-edge technology, to demonstrate what is possible and to 
have sn1dents experience that we can live in more sustainable 
ways and enjoy it and do better in it," President and Founder of 
Natural Capitalism L. Hunter Lovins '72 said. "This is an 
incredibly exciting oppornmit)' for d1c College." 

At the end of each semester, Campus Safety confiscates 
abandoned bikes left on campus. Usually, these bikes end 
up in a landfill, but thanks to the GBP, they are refurbished 
and raffled off to students each semester at no charge. All 
students, staff and faculty from the 5Cs- not just GBP bike 
recipients-can bring their bikes to the shop for repairs. The 
GBP even makes use of unusable parts Qncluding every
thing from wheels, frames and pedals to nuts, bolts and 
washers) by giving them to art students to use in their work. 

The shop is currently located in the Holden Hall basement, 
but will soon have a new home next to the Gold Student 
Center, fulfilling a Sustainable Site credit toward Gold LEED 
certification for the new residence halls. 

For more information on the Green Bike Program visit www.pitzer.edu/student_life/gbp. 
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The Atherton Hall green garden roof system is an extension of the existing roof that includes 
a high-quality water proofing and root repellant system, a drainage system, filter cloth, a 
lightweight growing medium and plants. Among other benefits, green roofs help deal with 
stormwater runoff and reduce energy use by insulating buildings. 

Lighting can account for anywhere from 20 to 50 percent of a building's total energy use. 
Compact fluorescent bulbs are used throughout the halls and the amount of exterior lighting 
is minimal to reduce light pollution while still maintaining security. 

Photovoltaic (PV) roof panels provide fifteen kilowatts of renewable energy daily. PV panels 
absorb the energy of the sun and convert that energy into electricity. PV systems generate 
electricity without any heat-trapping gas emissions. They also generate power most 
effectively at times when power demand is usually the greatest-hot, sunny days. 

4 All of the residence halls are constructed of building materials made of recycled content 
including structural steel, concrete, gypsum board, carpeting and insulation. 

5 
6 

Green cleaning products are used by custodial staff for common rooms and these products 
are also available for students to use in their individual rooms. 

Rainwater percolates through the permeable asphalt. This process filters impurities before it 
reaches the stormwater system. The color of the sidewalks, stair~ases , entries and landings 
were all reviewed and selections exhibit the site's hardscape adherence to appropriate 
reflectance . 
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As Ann 
Rappaport 

and Sarah 
Hammond 

Creighton point 
out in their book, 

Degrees that Mntter: 
Cli1<nate Change wnd tl?e 

University, environmentally satmd build
ina- techniques are especially effective in a college or university set
tiJ~g, "where typically most of a college or wuversity's greenhouse 
gas emissions come from heating buildings, providing hot water, 
and generating elecrricit:y needed for cooling buildings.'~ The. cen
tral plant for the new halls, housed in Pitzer H:all, contams hl~h
efficiency chillers, boiJers and pumps that prov1de central heaong 
and coolino- to all four buildings. This plant will also provide the 
infi-aso1.1c~re tO power the nex't two phases of the Residential Life 
Project. Furthermore, photovoltaic roof panels provide fifteen 
kilowattS of renewable energy daily and Pitzer purchases power 
credits to support the development of green power. It is estimated 
that the new residence halls will consume 30.2 percent less energy 
as compared to buildings constructed to standard code. 

For Pitzer it was imperative that the residence halls not only 
be constmcted to d1c hio-hest level of sustainabiliry, but also d1at 

0 . 
they encourage community interaction. All of d1e halls' ex'tenor 
hallways face the center courtyard fostering a strong indoor-out
door relationship between srudents and the adjacent open 
spaces. Omdoor wood tliches on each floor encourage srudents 
to step out of d1eir rooms and chat wid1 friends. The smdy 
louno-es located d1rouo-hout all three halls offer some of the most 

0 0 

spectacular views of d1e San Gabriel Mountains and are a.lso 
great places to gather. The Lounges feature tables and cha1rs to 
accommodate group discussions and projects as well as comfort
able chairs to rela.x in while reading a good book. 

" We' re creating an environment in which living and learning 
are blending toged1er-it's tl1.JJy a living laboratOry for us," said 
Professor of Environmental Srudies PauJ Faulstich. The halls 
were desioned tO accommodate multiple uses. Atherton H all, 
for instan~e, includes an art gallery and studio, a m usic practice 
room, and a smart technology classroom. The Office of 
Admission has a new home in Pitzer Hall and two faculty 
members arc in residence in Sanborn and Atherton Halls. 

"Our great triumph is mat we have proven building at me 
hiohest level of sustainability is not a question of budget, but 
an° issuc of commitment," President Trombley said. "Pitzer is 
and aJways wi II be one of d1e most comnutted instimtions to 

.. 
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activism and idealism and these buildings will stand as a perma
nent testan1enr to om collective efforrs." 

A Revisioned Southern California Landscape 

Pitzer is siruated at me edge of the desert in a semi-arid 
environment and uses both imported water from the Feather 
and Sacramento Rivers in northern California as well as local 
water from Mount Baldy to support its campus. The city of 
Claremont receives approximately 4.2 billion gallons of water 
annually and Pitzer clain1s roughly 33 million gallons each year. 
The means of transporting water from not~ern California i~ a 
highly energy intensive process. In compa_nson to the 650 kilo
watt-hours it takes to transport one acre-foot of local water 
from Mount Baldy, it requires 2,580 kilowatt-hours to obtain 
one acre-foot of imported water from northern California. 

Built on an alluvial fan, d1e area regularly experiences water 
shortages and many surrounding communities have already . 
imposed severe water reso·ictions. As water becon~es scarcer, It 
is crucial to consider more efficient med1ods of usmg and 
acquiring water. 

In Spring 2005, Professor Emerims of Political Sn1djes Jack 
Sullivan and d1e students in Ius Politics of Water course com
piled a smdy on water conservation at Pitzer. Recognizing me 
opporrunity to be on me cutting-edge of ecological awareness 
and education mrough the implementation of water conserva
tion in me new residence balls, several class groups made early 
recommendations for indoor and outdoor water conservation 
efforts as well as waste water and stormwater management. 

Widl outdoor water consumption accounting for 70 percent 
of water usage in Southern California, the student group focus
ina- on outdoor water conversation encomaged me College to 
in~orporate landscaping, hardscape and irrigation systems that 
best fit d1e campus' senti-arid climate. For instance, d1e group 
encouraged the use of drought-tolerant native plants since they 
do not d1 reatcn the delicate desert ecosystem and can survive 
with little or no maintenance. 

The use of native plants is d1e fi rst step in xeriscaping, in 
which plants are grouped and planted in areas according to the 
lioht and water requirements of each. Xeriscapes also contain 
;ulch mat reduces dle evaporation of moisture from d1e soil 
and stormwater water runoff among other benefits. Another 
med1od for minjmizing stormwater runoff is me use of porous 
concrete and asphalt in hardscaping, thereby allowing rain to 
drain through the pavement and recharge d1e ground water. 

Many of d1esc class recommendations have now come to 
fruition \vith the completion of me new residence halls. Reduced 
site d isturbance has been aclueved by preserving a green belt 
area around d1e halls d1at is equal in size to the footprint area of 
the buildings. Many of the paths that connect d1e halls a1:e com
posed of permeable asphalt. Drought tolerant plants are mcor
porated into the landscape and irrigation is minimized by using 
a high-efficiency irrigation system and climate-based controllers. 

To coincide with its green building efforts, Pitzer has con
tinued Professor John Rodman's pJan to revision the entire 
campus landscape to be more akin to me natural environment, 



allowing for the conservation of resources 
and costs. Consistent with the master cam
pus landscaping plan, beginning in August 
many non-native and nondroughr-roleranr 
plants on campus were significantly trimmed 
or removed. Some removal areas have been 
reserved for student projects and other areas 
have been replanted with cacti, succulents 
and other drought-tolerant plants by 
Arboretum Director Joe Clements and his 
staff. 

Previous low-impact plantings have 
already saved significant amounts of water 
and costs at Pitzer. After a bed of perennial 
flowers in front of Broad Center was con
verted to cacti and succulents, water usage 
for that area was reduced by 80 percent. 
Similar! )~ the lawn of the President's house 
was replaced with desert plants in summer 
2005 and the water bill for the property has 
since decreased by 62 percent. 

Lead ing the Way 

Pitzer has always been a college that takes 
chances, being bold where others might 
choose a more conservative path. The three 
green residence halls stand as a collective testa
ment to the ColJege's progressive environmen
tal and community ideals. r or only docs 
Pirzcr's physical structure communicate these 
values, but the College's curriculwn continues 
to affect change in the world at large. 

The Environmental Studies field group 
has prepared students for g raduate work and 
careers in teaching, public policy and admin
istration, law, environmental sciences, inter
national affairs, and the non profit sector. An 
interdisciplinary program focusing on the 
interaction between the human and non
human components of the biosphere, 
Environmental Studies strives to apply the 
diverse orientations of the social sciences, 
humanities and physical sciences to environ
mental issues. 

Students in the Theory and Practice in 
Environmental Education course part icipate 
in the Leadership in Environmental 
Education Partnership (LEEP) and have the 
exciting opportunity to reach elementary 
school children from diverse backgrounds 
about ecology and environmental concerns 
in the Claremont community During the 
Spring 2007 semester, students in the 
Build ing Sustainability course compiled and 
presented a class assessment of Pirzcr's 
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Bamboo is the fastest growing plant in the world-growing as fast as 47.6 
inches in a 24-hour period. It is able to reach maturity in about four years, 
compared to the typical twenty-five to seventy years for commercial tree 
species in the U.S. Bamboo tolerates extremes of drought and flooding , 
generates more oxygen than trees, and is considered a critical element in 
the balance between oxygen and carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 

Nature's most sustainable resource, bamboo, is grown without pesti
cides or chemicals, is 1 DO-percent biodegradable, and is naturally 
regenerative. Bamboo is planted and grown on fami ly-owned farms that 
have been in agricultural use for generations. None of the fiber comes 
from tropical forests. 

Bamboo fiber is softer than the softest cotton, has a natural sheen to 
the surface and feels similar to silk or cashmere. Unlike other anti
microbial fabrics, which require a chemical treatment, bamboo fiber 
clothing is naturally antimicrobial and requires no harmful chemicals. It 
contains an agent, "bamboo kun," that prevents bacteria from cultivat
ing on it. Bamboo apparel is comfortable and thermal regulating. 

Beginning at the Residential Life Project Celebration and Dedication in 
September, Pitzer College has begun selling bamboo t-shirts with the 
College's wordmark on the front and tree logo on the sleeve. The t-shirts, 
made from 70-percent bamboo and 30-percent organic cotton, are avail
able in both men's and women's sizes small, medium, large and extra
large for $14 each. Women's t-shirts are available in orange, natural and 
black and men's in natural and black. 

Visit www.pitzer.edu/store to purchase yours today. 

sustainabili ty efforts and made recommendations for further initiatives. A num
ber of sn1dems also study at Pi t7..er's Firestone Center for Restoration Ecology in 
Costa Rica, established in 2005. T he program features local coUaborative 
resource management, a focus on human and tropical ecolog)~ the study of 
reforestation and sustainable agriculture/permaculrure practices, and community
based education including intensive language and culture studies. 

"What we have created in our external environment has now been extended 
to our internal environment in ow· residence halls," President Trombley said. 
"This is truly a defining accomplishment in Pit7..er's history and its future." • 
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ALEC LENTZ '08 is 
currently a senior at 
Pitzer College majoring 
in political economy. 
He is one of seventeen 
first-year mentors. He 
has been a member of 
the Pitzer-Pomona 
track and field team for 
the past two years, a 
Pitzer Model United 
Nations team member 
for three years, and 
actively participates in 
On The Loose, the SC 
outdoor club. This year 
Alec is also participat
ing in the marathon 
club and Studio 47, a 
SC filmmaker's club. 
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ife in our 

green 
hom e 

First-year student Eric Dauenhauer strolls down the exterior hallway of 
the new Sanborn Hall on his way back from an afternoon Media Studies 

class. As the Santa Ana winds tousle his hair a bit, Eric notices that the top-half 
of Terra Michalowski's Dutch door is open and he pokes his head in. "Hey, you 
wanna go to dinner later?" he asks. "Sure, I'll stop by your room in a bit," she replies. 

The architect's idea of incorporating Dutch doors was well received by the entire Pitzer CoUege commu
nity and this feature is perhaps the best example of the buildings' green and community features uniting. By 
swinging open the top half of d1eir Dutch doors, students not only allow for increased cross ventilation and 
thereby less energy consumption, but they also invite fellow classmates to say "hello" while stiU maintaining 
a level of privacy. 

Witb the opening of the new residence halls, Pitzer has entered a new era of irs relatively short exis
tence, paving the way for a bright furure built upon its strong social and environmental values. Yet when 
it comes down to measuring the results of this long-tin1e-in-the-making project, it's all about the students 
and d1eir experiences. As a senior and first-year mentor who lives in the new complex, I would like to 
share what the buildings' g1'eenness really means to us and highlight some of my observations of how sru
dent life has changed . 

A building can only be as environmentally friendly as is appropriate for irs use. In the case of d1e new 
Atherton, S;mborn and .Pitzer Halls, I think d1at a good balance was reached between implementing 
green features and satisfying students' needs and lifestyles. As a matter of fact, most of the green fearures 
are incorporated so well that they have seamlessly become a part of our daily lives. For instance, if a win
dow inside one of the rooms is opened, the air conditioning automatically shuts off. Featur·es like this 
demonstrate that it's not hard to change the way buildings are constructed while still retaining the same 
levels of ltL'\'lU)' and functionali ty. 

Speaking of luxur)~ I would like to stress what an improvement these residence halls are for students' daily 
lives. First, they are aesthetically pleasing. Gone is the bland, white-walled military barrack look of d1e old 



Sanborn Hall. Students admire Atherton, Sanborn and Pitzer Halls' colorfully-painted walls and doors, a 
style that reflects well against our desert landscape. Nearly evety time I show people around they exclaim, 
with a twinge of yearning in their voices, "Wow, this place looks Like some sort of resort hotel!" 

They are not roo far off from reality. After all, it can be easy to forget about midretms and homework 
assignments when lounging by the pool on a warm, sunny da)~ surrounded by the new halls, watcl1ing 
your friends walk along d1e outdoor 
hallways on d1eir way ro join you. 
Had enough sun? Hop down to the 
lower level of the Gold Student 
Center right behind you and get a 
workout in at d1e newly-improved fir
ness center. Time to cat? The dining 
hall is just around the corner. 

Even more important than dra
matic improvements in luxury, d1e 
new residence halls have created an 
improved social climate for the first
year class. The long profiles of 
Atherton, Sanborn and Pitzer Halls 
and their rectangular placement 
arOtmd d1e Gold Student Center 
allow one to see nearly every hallway 
of the od1er buildings and the entire 
inner courtyard from most places 
within d1e complex. This facilitates 
fluid movement and interaction 
an1ong students who Live in each hall. 
Furd1crmore, d1e hallways feanu·e 
inward-facing benches, providing a 
great place for sntdents to hang out. 
The addition of approximately 
twenty-five naturally-lit common 
study rooms throughout the new resi
dence halls adds to the community 
feel and function. A.nod1er drastic dif
ference is d1e addition of the faculty
in-residence program, raising student
faculty interaction to a new level. 

The new residence halls arc also 
helping to further push the quality and 
diversity of the srudenr body. They are 
a major selling point: for bright, moti
vated prospective students who share 
Pitzer's environmental and social val
ues. My mentee Pablo Veliz '11 even 
rold me that the new residence halls were d1e tipping point in his decision to come here rather than anod1-
er top-tier liberal arts college. 

It's one d1ing ro preach sustainability and anod1er to practice it. Of course, Pitzer has been practic
ing sustainability in many different forms for decades, bur these new residence halls are the most visible 
and dramatic proof d1at we are serious about our commitment to me environment, and people arc tak
ing note. The recent storm of media exposure mat the College is receiving is excellent for spreading the 
word about us and what we are all about, helping open up the pool of potential applicants. It makes 
me feel great to say that I live in one of d1e country's first soon-ro-be Gold LEED certified residence 
halls, and I know that this sentiment is shared among my fellow students living here as well. • 

-ALEC LENTZ '08 

.. 

Photo 1: First-year students Janice 
Cho, Helen Weeks and Sky Urian chat 
in their Sanborn Hall room. Photo 2: 
Office of Admission tour guides Emma 
Perlmutter '09 and Randy Gomez '08 
get acquainted with the green features 
of the new residence halls, including 
the Dutch door. Photo 3: Students 
engage in a discussion in one of 
Atherton Hall's study lounges while 
other students enjoy the rooftop deck. 
Photo 4: Students relax at the Gold 
Center pool. 
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RESIDENTIAL LIFE PROJECT 

2};)ecaatib &. CC~tib 
With a backdrop of the San Gabriel mountains and gorgeous Southern 
California weather, the completion of Phase I of Pitzer College's Residen
tial Life Project was celebrated on Monday, September 24, 2007, in the 
interior courtyard of Pitzer's three new residence halls. A large crowd of 
students, facu lty, staff, alumni and community members were joined by 
envirmunentalists Robert Redford and Ed Begley Jr. to celebrate d1e 
official opening of these beautiful and sustainable buildings. 

The College's new residence halls were named in honor of: Flora Sanborn, 
wife of the College's founder Russell K. Pitzer; John W Atherton, d1e 
fmmcling president of Pitzer College and his wife Virginia; and Kenneth S. 
and Jean M. Pitzer, two of d1e College's earliest benefactors and son and 
daughter-in-law of Russell K. Pitzer. In addition to celebrating d1e 
College's commitment to sustainability, this event honored the d1ree lead 
donors who made these dedications possible: the Pitzer Fan1ily FoLmda
tion, led by the grandchildren of Russell K. and Flora Sanborn Pitzer; 
Susan and N icholas Pritzker P'93; and Peter and Gloria Gold P'74. 

In addition to Redford and Begley Jr. , speakers at d1e event iJ1cluded 
President Laura Skandera Trombley, Pitzer College Board of Trustees 
Chair Gene Stein, Professor of Environmental Studies Paul Faulstich '79 
and Convenor of Student Senate Ben Kramer '08. The event culminated 
with a laser light show of texture and color planned and executed by 
trUStee and alw1u1us Marc Broidy '95 in coUaboration wid1 Vanessa 
RundJe '08. 

Pitzer's new buildings are expected to earn Gold LEED certification from 
the U .S. Green BuildiJ1g Council, the highest ever awarded for residence 
halls. 



Jacob Brooks '09 enjoys a buffet-style dinner made from organic and 
locally grown foods. In addition, all of the event's cups, plates, napkins and 
utensils were biodegradable and were composled, along with food waste. 

·' 

• 
Pitzer trustee and alumnus Marc .I Broidy '95 and Vanessa Rundle '08 

.r- prepare for the grande finale light 0: show. A feature story focusing on ; 

• their efforts appears in the Decemb 
issue of Live Design. ~ ., 
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Cameron Kinslow '11, Carmen Blatt '11, Terra Michalowski ' 11 and Eric Dauenhauer '11 



Karla Davenport '11 watches the evening's festivities from a Sanborn Hall hallway niche. 

KENNETH 5. AND 

JEAN M. PITZER HALL 

Pitzer College Trustee Emeritus Peter Gold 
and his wife, Gloria, have tirelessly supported 
the College for over three decades, sinoe their 
daughter Melinda was a graduate of the Class 
of 1974. The Golds have provided extraordi
nary leadership and shown their dedication to 
the mission of the College in many ways, 
induding naming the Peter and Gloria Gold 
Student Center on campus and by creating an 
endowment for the Peter and Gloria Gold 
Professorship. Most recently, the Golds made 
a lead gift to the new Kenneth S. and Jean M. 
Pitzer Hall in honor of the Pitzer family's 
legacy at the College. 

Pictured at left the Gold and Pitzer families. 

JOHN W. AN D VIRGINIA R. ATH ERTON HALL 

In 2005, then-Board Chair Susan Pritzker (right) pledged a gift to pay tribute to the College's 
founding president, the late John W. Atherton, and his wife Virginia (left) by naming a new 
residence hall in their honor. President Atherton was called to lead the College in 1963 and 
aided by Virginia, he created an academic environment where faculty and students were 
empowered. 



FLORA SANBORN HAU 

Pitzer College was founded in 1963 by Russell K. Pitzer, a California citrus magnate, philanthropist and 
visionary. The first residence hall on Pitzer's campus, Sanborn Hall, was named in honor of Flora 
Sanborn, Russell Pitzer's wife, in recognition of her lifelong interest and involvement in education. The 
original Sanborn Hall will be demolished this year to make way for a new Joint Science building, but the 
Pitzer Family-ted by Flora's grandchildren Russ, Ann and John-generously enabled construction of a 
new Sanborn Hall by providing major funding from the Pitzer Family Foundation, established by their 
parents Kenneth S. and Jean M. Pitzer. Currently, both Russ and Ann Pitzer serve on Pitzer's Board of 
Trustees and continue their family's legacy of supporting outstanding education. 

·' 

A MINDFUL 

MOSAIC 



Professor Leda Martins leads Tara Beatty )08 
Berkowitz )08 on a research 

edition to Brazil where they examine the 
ly lives of the Macuxi and learn how these 

indigenous people live in the Amazon. 



Seu Jeronimo's home was a beautiful structure made 
of wooden poles and walls layered with palm fronds. 
The dirt floor was tightly packed and protected by a 
high thatched roof. The surrounding grass had been 
burned to keep the yard clean. Just off to the side 
there was a well and a palm-frond structure for show
ering. The sun beat down on everything. 

'Mer I arrived at my host family's home in the Macuxi vil
lages of Bogueidio and surveyed my SU1TOW1clings, I kept wait
ing for something to shock me," 't1ra Beatty '08 recalled. 
"When would they do something that I would be alarmed by? I 
waited and waited and nothing ever happened. Over time I 
learned that the Macuxi are made up of individuals who each 
have a story, a family and a daily pattern," Beatty said. "I sup
pose I would have said that before, but now I really know it." 

Indeed, n·acking the daily patterns of the Macuxi was the cmx 
of the research project. Led by Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
Uda Martins, Beatty 
and fellow Pitzer 
College student Marcus 
Berkowitz '08 traveled 
to Brazil during the 
Fall 2006 semester to 
investigate the nuances 
of the Macuxi's day-to
day lives in relation to 
their natmal resources. 

For this key ecological area, the future of biodiversity in the 
Amawn lies in the hands of indigenous peoples like the Macuxi. 

The Macuxi 

The Macuxi, a Carib speaking people, are agriculnu·alists 
and hru1ters who live in d1e Mount Rorairna region of the state 
of Rorai.ma in Brazil's Amawn Rain Forest. Tlus area is in the 
nord1east of the state near Brazil's border with Guyana and 
Venezuela. Not including d10se who live in mban centers, d1erc 
are approximately 20,000 Macuxi in Brazil and approximately 
10,000 in Guyana. Rad1er than living in the forests, d1ey prefer 
to use the forest for gardening and hunting pw-poses only and 
build meii· houses in d1e open spaces of the savanna. 

In d1e 1940-SOs me Macuxi territory was heavily colonized 
by private catde ranchers who erected fences at will and took 
possession of enormous properties that either encompassed 
Indian villages or severed Indian villages from d1eir gardens and 
hunting territories in the forests . Since d1e ranchers were at 

Supported by a 
National Science 
Foundation grant, 
Martins and the stu
dents joined the 
efforts of the Brazilian 
Institute of Environ
ment and Renewable 

From right to left: Assistant Professor of Anthropology Leda Martins, Marcus Berkowitz '08, Tara Beatty '08 and 
Scripps College Visiting Assistant Professor of Anthropology John Norvell 

odds wim many of me 
Macuxi's traditional 
htmting practices, 
which included bru-n
ing d1e savannas to 
push the a11imaJs in 
different directions 
where hunters would 
be waiting, me ranch
ers went to great 
lengcl1s to maintain 
complete control over 
me land. As a result of 
these conflicts, the 
rancl1ers, wiili the 
assistance of the army 
and state police, and 
impwuty of me local 
government, waged a Namral Resomces, 

which planned to conduct a smvey of d1e social-econonuc 
aspects of du·ee Macuxi villages and d1eir use of natmal 
resources. Those villages, Bogueirao, Aningal and Mangueira, 
which are located around the ecological reserve of Maraca, 
served as me control sample for d1eir project. 

Martins, Beatty and Berkowitz concentrated in particular on 
how the Macuxi's hunting practices and what they ate was 
indicative of d1eir relationsllip to the natmal environment. By 
inquiring into the Macuxi's hw1ting patterns, mey were also 
able to examine larger questions such as how me market econo
my of me surrounding towns and me presence of catde ranch
ers affected me Macuxi's use of natural resomces. 

Since these Macuxi villages are part of a large pottion of the 
unstudied and largely unmanaged Guyana Shield forest-savanna 
transition, StUdying the indigenous peoples' living habits is cmcial 
to the preservation of the land and its resources. The area, which 
varies from dry savannas through wet forests to motmtainous for
est habitats, represents one of the last wilderness areas on Earth. 

.• 

campaign of intinudation and destruction against me Macux:i. 
Beginning in me 1960s me Macuxi organized a fight for 

d1eir rights and to expel the ranchers. After more than dlirty 
years of sn-uggle, indigenous peoples including the Macuxi cele
brated the final recognition of d1eir tide to their ancestral land 
of Raposa Serra do Sol in the northernmost Brazilian federal 
state of Rorairna in 2005. Brazilian President Lula signed me 
presidential decree d1at assigned a territory measuring nearly 2-
million hectares tO 15,000 indigenous Brazilians. The research 
conducted by Martins, Beatty and Berkowitz occurred in small 
Macuxi territories outside dus large reserve where d1e presence 
of catde ranchers is still felt. 

Preparation for the Fie ld 

"You have to understand mat mese students did something 
mat is so difficult-to go to me Ama.wn and live and do research 
among Ama.wtuan Indians is exn·emely complicated- legally, 
politically and logistically," Mrutins said. "The MaCtLxi. tenitory 
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was the last large territmy to be recognized by the Brazilian gov
ernment and it was one of the most controversial territories in 
Brazil. There was enormous political pressure not to demarcate 
the territory. So what we did was vety precious." 

T he first obstacle Beatty and Berkowitz had to overcome 
was physically entering the cow1t1y with an appropriate visa. 
With assistance from Vice President of International Programs 
Carol Brandt and the Pitzer Study Abroad program, an 
exchange agreement between Pitzer College and the Federal 
University of Roraima (UFRR) was signed, which granted 
Beatty and Berkowitz undergraduate students visas to study and 
conduct supervised research in Brazil. 

Once Beatty and Berkowitz arrived in Rorainla in July 
2006, they immediately began working on their fluency in 
Porruguese and resided with host families in the town of Boa 
Vista. They spent approximately two months in Boa Vista 
acquiring proficiency in Portuguese and familiarity with region
al issues. During this time Martins and the students started 
working on the specific anthropological methodologies to be 
used i.n the Macuxi villages. 

Martins and the studentS began to plan d1e survey in the d1ree 
Macuxi villages in September, and in October they made their first 
trips to the villages to obtain pemussion from the leaders and vil
lage members to conduct the research. Due to internal politics 
within the villages, Martins had the studentS conduct research in 
Boqueirao and Aningal, wlule she worked alone in Mangueira. 

The Interviews 

As Martins drove them into Boqueirao for the first tin1e, 
Beatty and Berkowitz admit d1ey were terrified. They had 
packed their suitcases carefully with outdoor gear like 
quick drying zip-off pantS, but they still had no idea what 
awaited them. Their first srop was the house of the village 
headman. He greeted them with a toothless grin as they piled 
out of the uuck and invited them to sit on benches in front of 
his house. "My stomach was aU knotted up and it seemed like 
evetything was taking so long, but I soon learned that time 
runs at a different speed here," Beatty said. 

Beginning in Boqueirao, the studentS stayed with Macuxi 
fanUlies, each smdent in a different household for three weeks. 
Beatty and Berkowitz were paired with studentS from the local 
school who accompanied d1em on most of d1e research activi
ties, including interviews and household visitS. The co
researchers gread y assisted the Pitzer srudents, helping them 
understand d1e Porruguese spoken by d1e Indians, finding the 
houses to visit (Macuxi commwlities tend to spread out over a 
large area) and integrating them into d1c conunmuty. 

In Aningal, d1e arrangements were different. The students 
were not paired wid1 other smdents from d1e village since d1e 
school was in recess. They did not stay in family households, 
but rather stayed in d1e center of the village for one week. The 
core of the research plan, however, was d1e same: d1ey divided 
the households among d1emselves and visited each tO conduct 
the interviews in d1e same way as they had done in Boqueirao. 

While in Boqueirao and Aningal, the srudenrs' daily routine 
began with waking around 5:30a.m. and visiting two or mree 
households in d1e morning before people left their houses to 
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garden, hunt or fish. The smdent~ retmned for lw1cb and to rest 
in d1e early afternoon. They would go out again to conduct 
interviews in d1e late afternoon when the fanlilies remrned home. 

Beatty and Berkowitz noted, with a smile, that the interviews 
ranged anywhere from forty-five minutes to eight hours. 
Berkowitz remembered one interview in which he chatted with a 
man for two hours, ate peccary, took a nap, peeled manioc and 
cut sugar cane, alJ willie he tried to incorporate his questions and 

gradually gain the uust of his interviewee after nearly eight hours. 
What was the MacLLxi's sense of humor like? How much 

eye-contact should they make? At first d1e students felt impa
tient and wanted tO plow through d1e interview questions, but 
with Martins' guidance d1ey Learned to adjust d1eir expecta
tions. They had to slow d1e pace of the interview and adapt to 
the cultural intricacies of each household. Martins urged d1em 
to a enjoy bowl of farinha and milk, when offered by a fanlli)~ 
or try bananas from their gardens. One method Beatty used to 
establish a more relaxed manner was pulling a small piece of 
d1atching from a home's roof and playing wid1 it whenever 
possible to keep her hands occupied. 

"By watching Professor Martins' example, we were able to 
learn the tempo of conversation wid1 the Indians," Beatty said. 
ccwe learned how to make an .interview flow: when to change 
me order of questions and when to ask for more detail. This 
close work with a faculty member gave us much more confi
dence in om own work. She was able to bring the theoretical 
aspects of and1ropology to life." 



The Survey 

At first these twenty-year-old American srudents with basic 
Portuguese language skills felt awkward asking villagers 
whether they preferred anteater tO armadillo. To them this 
seemed like a fair question, but they soon learned that it was 
not. No one in their right mind ate anteater, but everyone 
loved armadillo. Yet, they still asked the question to probe if 
anteater had ever been eaten in the past. 

Clockwise from left: A Boqueirao 
elder teaches Marcus Berkowitz 
'08 how to fashion a fan that every 
village family has and uses for 
their fires.; Tara Beatty '08 inter
views a villager in Aningal.; 
Berkowitz interviews an Aningal 
man about his eating habits using 
a series of native animal cards.; A 
Boqueirao community health 
agent and her daughters make a 
casava root product called farinha, 
which is the staple food of the 
people.: Beatty and Berkowitz with 
Beatty's host family in Boqueirao 

The biggest challenge for the students was crafting a survey 
that acknowledged such obvious preferences, prioritized 
research interests, and combined questions in a non-repetitive 
fashion that stilJ captured the vat·ious angles of all parties 
involved. Were they hunting the same animals as their parents? 
Which animals did they previously think tasted terrible, but had 
now assimilated into their diets as other animals disappeared? 

"We certainly learned how to work within serious research 
constraints when formulating our questions," Berkowitz stated. 
"We only had so many questions that could be asked, because 
otherwise the participants might get restless and not answer the 
questions as well as possible. We had to cover a variety of top
ics and at the san1e time be culturally sensitive to the Macuxi's 
knowledge of Portuguese and level of comfort when discussing 
certain issues," he said. In order to solicit genuine answers, 
ratl1cr tl1an coaxing their interviewees, the students aimed to be 
as creative and specific as possible with their questions. 

Together they constructed a ten-page survey in Portuguese 
that gcneralJy asked what resources the Macuxi relied on from 

.. 

the Amazon. In addition, they used a series of thirty-two cards 
with pictures of different animals and went tl1rough one by one 
and asked which the Macuxi ate and which they didn't. They 
also drafted questions that probed the Macuxi's taboos regarding 
food. The Macuxi have a spi ritual connection to food, chat is 
they believe tl1at alJ animals in narure have a father/mother. 
Macuxi shamans stilJ connect with these spirits to attract and 
expel certain kinds of animals from tl1e territory. For the MactL'ci, 
tl1ough, their spirintality is very difficult to talk about. They 
keep their beliefs very private and cringe from sharing them for 
fear tl1ey will lose the support of Cl1ristian groups. 

The Results 

"I discovered how fascinating researd1 is," Beatty continued. 
"Research is really about going out there and living something, 
loving it and caring about it. And figming our how you can make 
that interesting and applicable to otl1er people's lives." 

In Swnmer 2007, Martins and the smdents remrncd tO 
Roraima to share meir research witl1 the MaCtLx.i community. 1l1ey 
put together a database in Spring 2007 and meticulously coded 
tl1c data collected in d1c surveys. TI1ey had not yet drawn final 
conclusions from d1eir data upon remming to Brazil, bur they 
considered this an opportunity for the Macuxi to respond to the 
data and to help clarify any points of confusion. 1l1c most impor
t.-'tnt component to returning was tl1at they had promised to pres
ent the results, and it was crucial for them to follow through. 

"The fact tl1at we went back will set a precedent for how the 
Macuxi deal wim future researchers," Martins said. "Even 
d10ugh we worked in only tl1ree villages, I mink tl1e word will 
spread throughout the axea. 1 believe we established a new his
tory of how to best work wid1 indigenous communities." 

This fall Martins and tl1e students have been conducting a 
careful, cotTelative analysis of tl1e data and arc begimling to draw 
interesting conclusions about the Macuxi's use of natut·al 
resources. For example, for the Macuxi tl1e manner in which 
hunting takes place and the spirimal practices undertaken therein 
are spoken of differently based on each individual's faith. Those 
MaclLxi of either Protestant or Catholic faiths speak of tl1e spiritu
al act of hunting differently. Most Protestant MactLx.i admit they 
no longer ask permission from the "guardian" or spirit of cad1 
animal species to hunt and mcir spirimallink to the forest see111S 
to be disappearing. Cad1olic Macuxi, on me otl1er hand, have 
found their faith more accommodating of their traditions and 
many continue to seek tl1e permission of tl1e animal spirits to 
hunt. 

Results such as these fir inro tl1e larger debate regarding 
indigenous peoples and their relationship tO the nan1ral envi
rolm1ent. From the '60s until the mid '80s indigenous people 
were seen as tl1e saviors of the rainforest and its nawral 
resources, but by the late '80s indigenous people began to be 
seen as destrO)'ers of the envir011ment. Some researchers con
cluded that indigenous people would exploit their environment 
for personal gain as soon as they had the opportunity. So it is 
witl1in this highly polarized debate rl1at Martins hopes their 
conclusions will conn·iburc and offer a more balanced, realistic 
account of what tl1e relationship entails. • 

-EMILY CAVALCANTI 
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Our desert curator 
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It is 9rF under the sun's sweltering gaze in Claremont, but this does not deter Joe Clements, 
director of Pitzer College's arboretum, from enthusiastically extolling the merit of succulent 
plants and drought-tolerant landscaping. 

For many of us, xeriscape (a landscape approach that uses drought-resistant 
grasses and plants, efficient watering systems and proper maintenance practices) is 
a relatively new term. But for some like Joe, who formerly served twenty-two 

years as the curator of the desert garden at the Huntington Botanical Gardens in 
San Marino, California, it has long been a lifestyle. "Cacti are reaUy growing in pop

ularity. People have latched onto the idea that they look good all year round," Joe was 
quoted recently as saying in tl1e Los Angeles Times. 
Since Joe's arrival at Pitzer in 2001, ilie campus landscape has become increasingly 

•··--~desert-like and distinctive among lush pnmed yards in a commmuty of Jacaranda 
tree-Lined streets. 'Titzer has more man mirty families of succulents of 

which there are at least forty representatives (genera) from the aloe and 
agave fanUlies alone. We have many Mediterranean natives as weU as 
some endangered species. The Hw1tiJ1gton Botanical Gardens may be 

ilie only otl1er place in California iliat has forty or more," Joe said. "The 
campus is sprinkled with plants from every continent except Antarctica." 

Walking tl1rough tl1e Pitzer campus, Joe points out ilie mtmdane and ilie not so 
mundane succulents mat live among us and provides born ilie Latin and ilie nick
names of each. As I tried, to no avail, to jot down notes to remember each, Joe 
casually mentioned that mere are approxin1ately 20,000 vruieties of succulents. 

Agave americana mediopicta f. alba 



"I have always spent a great deal of time 
in the local deserts and have a true apprecia
tion for succulents as a desert geologist," Joe 
said. "Succulents are special plants d1at have 
had to adapt to desert conditions as demon
strated by their spines." 

Many of us, especially those who hail 
from other parts of the country, generally 
dUnk of cacti as tall or round green plants 
with dusters of spines (some of which have a 
foreboding look and a do-not-touch fa<;ade). 
Yet, flowering cacti come in all shapes, sizes 
and a range of spectacular colors. The Pitzer 
can1pus contains Pink Clouds, Fairy Dusters, 
Blue Paloverdes, Birds of Paradise, Boojum 
Trees and rosette-shaped succulents-to name 
only a few of the many water-saving wonders 
that surround us. 

"Om goal is to create a sustainable campus 
with a mixture of natives, succulents and Mediterranean-type plants," Joe said. "These plants are drought tol
erant, sustainable and water-wise. As our stock continues to build over time, it will become less costly to 
replenish these plants." 

On another heat intensive day, I visit d1e L.A. Cow1ty Fair to listen to Joe give a public presentation on 
how to propagate succuJeots d1rough cuttings and seeds. Those in attendance quickly take note of Joe's 
expertise and delight in his knowledge and casual conversational approach in front of an audience. They want 
to know what to plant, how to plant, and when to water a succulent garden . Their questions are answered 
and they leave inspired to create or enhance a little drought-resistant magic of tl1eir own. 

Joe cwTently serves on the national board of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America and is listed as 
a consultant in t11e Sunset l*stern Garden Book. • 

-SUSAN ANDREWS, VICE PRESIDENT FOR MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS 

did you know? 
• Many cacti have spines that are modified leaves 

and a specialized organ called an areole. 

• Some cacti look similar to rocks and some have 
spines to protect them from being eaten. Mammillaria geminispina 

'Pincushion• 
Calliandra californica 
'Fairy Ouster" 

Echeveria hybrid 

• The succulent named Sempervivum ("Live Forever") 
comes from Eastern Europe and can survive temperatures well below 0°F. 

• Tequila comes from a type of agave that exists on our campus-the Agave tequilana. 

• Water is stored in a cactus' stems, leaves and roots. 

• Some succulents can survive without water for up to two years. 

• Succulents often assume a shape, such as a ball, to store up water for that "Rainless Day." 

• All cacti are succulents, but not all succulents are cacti. 

• There are a number of succulents, Haworthias, Baby Toes, Peperomia and Lithops, to name a few, that 
actually have clear windows on their leaf tips to store as much light as possible. 

• Saguaro cacti can grow to more than thirty feet tall and can store as much as one ton of water. 
Some succulents can be smaller than one inch in diameter . 

. • 
FALL 2007 31 



A 
balance 

of environment 

A cloud of sawdust descends upon my head as I find 
myself supporting a ladder where my friend Patrick is 
precariously perched with a running chainsaw five 
meters in the air. 

How ctid I go from a small liberal arts college to hop
ping from farm-to-farm doing manual labor for room and 
board in New Zealand? Some may say that a BA will do lit
tle more than make you a hit at parties, but for the young 
wayward soul it does heaps more. As Pitzer graduates we 
journey out in the world to change it for the better. We are 
encouraged to make a difference in society. 

Many people are familiar with the program dubbed 
WWOOF, the acronym being pronounced Like a dog bark
ing stands for Willing Workers on Organic Farms. It is 
through this host network that Patrick Leue '06, Clu-is 
Prochnow '06 and myself have fow1d ourselves lending 
helpful hands to a variety of environmentally friendly New 
Zealanders. The WWOOF network is designed as an organ
ic farm exchange. WWOOFers give a half-day of labor in 
whatever capacity the host needs and in rerum receive room 
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psyche 

and board-in many ways it's a skills as well as culm.ral 
exchange. The benefits are endless, as your experience 
depends entirely upon yom interaction witl1 the family 

In our experiences, work may last anywhere between 
two and six hours. Sometin1es you work w1til the job is 
done, and otl1er times you spend the entire morning listen
ing to a lonely farmer share his thoughts about hot houses 
and organic certification. More blessing than bmden, the 
work often adds something new to your repertoire, perhaps 
a crash course in construction skills or feigning knowledge 
of proper pruning techniques. Whetl1er famjJy farm or large 
scale, most hosts operate as organic. Maintaining tl1e envi
ronment is important here as well, and thus the term "sus
tainable" is often discussed. 

I do not intend to rub fellow enviromnentalists the 
wrong way, but the term sustainability is oftentimes rnistm
derstood these days. Sure, we would all like to be able to 
maintain our oamral resomces, but it seems no matter what 
we try to do, Mother Nan.u·e still suffers. Eftorts to utilize 
our natural gifts for progress will almost always destroy eco
logical stability, yet it is our duty to rnininUze our impact. 



Aha! Tllis is why I'm here. I'm sick of reading about theol')~ debating amongst namralisrs and arriving at 
dead-end conclusions. I came here to stand at the front lines of what should be a global fight to retain the 
few resources that remain. Well-known environmental educator David Orr derived two contraSting theories, 
technological and ecological sustainabilil)~ as necessary for a ecologically minded sociCI)' to preserve and sup
port irs natural gifts. T11c technological approach seeks to use experts and agreements to slow our desouction 
of the environment, whereas the ecological slant explores altematives to our am·cnt catastrophic course. 

It is this second ideology that drew me to WWOOF in New Zealand. My desire to sec alternative 
practices and harmonious living has proven 
fruitful. Learning the importance of gum
boors and drying time for cement were our 
first lessons, but cono·ibuting to the 
lifestyles of people living with namre 
instead of against it has been the most 
important lesson. The hands-on ecological 
approach tO simple living can be found 
everywhere in New Zealand. It seems that 
most New Zealanders recognize the envi
ronmentaJ threat and arc actively involved 
to stop the dcso·uction of the planet. It has 
been this host network that has opened up 
our eyes to a more important way of living. 

Our first hosts were based on an off
the-grid cooperative in the north of 
Coromandel. No power lines invaded the 
700 acres of the sancmary and all homes 
were romantically lit at night by solar 
power. Untreated water from a fresh spring 
and tea heated over wood stoves at night kept our bodies hydrated. In the glory days of the co-op, we were 
told a garden flourished upon the hillside. As an increasing nw11ber of people settled the land, however, 
d1ey began to take more pride in their own gardens and focused communal energy on native bush rehabili
tation. Today little community is found because it is just too difficuJt to find work our in d1e country. 

When we o·avcled soud1east to Opotiki, a family of d1rec welcomed us to their home. The husband was 
a small-scale organic farmer and proponent of organic certification for d1ose practicing, but not able to 
afford it. They maintained a healthy lifestyle with narw·e both in business and at home. It was stunning how 
much he reused; all his produce was shipped in boxes otherwise destined for waste bins. 

The farm where I write this doubles as a spa for wealthy wine lovers in the area. Here in 
Marlborough, where the October winds couJd tip a cow, we see the unformnate impact of aesthetics on 
our local environmcnr. Linda claims to be organic, but uses Round-Up on her driveway. She maintains 
d1at a certain level of aesthetics is needed on her farm for clientele, and though there arc other methods 
to remove weeds, this is one thing that Linda refuses ro sacriftce. I know, it seems conrradictO!)~ but 
quandaries like this persist. How can someone be environmentally conscious, but still usc dangerous 
weed controllers? This is a balance each of us must achieve. 

After weeks of hard labor (and many more to come), I have come to regard New Zealand more like 
the latter host. They strive for a healthy relationship wiili narw·e, but struggle to rethink practices like 
farmed pine forests and flocks of sheep mat will destroy the land. Yet there are pockets of alternative 
memods mat exist here, just like in the U.S., in which people think green and live accordingly 

Buying local!); designing with narw·e, reviving native flora and fauna, and conserving water arc some 
major examples of what many pride themselves upon these days. But during the past few weeks I've focused 
less on my interest in environmentalism and more on the purpose of living. It has boiled down to one sim
ple oudook and Patrick put it best on this quest: People are too concerned with IJoJV they live, and not why. 

We need to ask ourselves why we are living. The enviro1m1ent is not a separate entil)~ but a part of our 
being-it nurtures us from birth and provides us with everyd1ing we need to survive. Many Americans, 
however, arc consun1cd merely with how they live and are not willing to sacrifice certain ltemries. Yet, liv
ing a sustainable life should not be about loss, it should be about discovering how empowering it is to 
have an impact upon the world. We must achieve a balance with onr environment and psyche. We must 
step back from our lives, prioritize our values and live in a way that appeases our conscience, both 
socially and individnalJy. • 

-ALEX PAGE '06 

·' 

Alex Page '06, Palrick Leue '06 
and Chris Prochnow '06 wear 
dust masks for bone carving to 
protect themselves from 
breathing in bone fragments. 
Maori and other Pacific 
Islanders have a long history 
with bone carving and the three 
have been leaming the Cfafl. 

ALEX PAGE '06, an 
English and World 
Literature major, was 
awarded a 2006 
Fulbright teaching 
fellowship to South 
Korea. While at Pitzer, 
Page taught outdoor 
education to fifth- and 
sixth-graders as part of 
Pitzer's Leadership in 
Environmental 
Education Partnership 
(LEEP) program. 
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What's 
on 
our plates? 
How often do you walk through the produce section of your local supermarket 
and note where the apples were grown? or the broccoli? or the peaches? You 
may be surprised to learn how much of what you are eating is grown thousands 
of miles away. 

According ro the WorldWatd1 Instirute, a think 
tank based in Washington DC, food in the United 
States now travels between 1,500 to 2,500 miles 
from farm to table, as much as 25 percent farther 
than two decades ago. Rather than being picked 
early so it can be transported great distances, locally 
produced food retains the intense flavor that comes 
from being picked at the height of freshness and 
also helps reduce the immense an1ount of non
renewable resources used tO transport produce. 

At Pitzer College it is no secret that the key to a 
dramatically flavmful and environmentally sound meal 
is harvesting ingredients locally and in fact the College 
does so right on irs campus. In 1994, Professor John 
Rodman and a dedicated group of volunteers created 
the Pitzer organic garden. A portion of d1e Mead Hall 
parking lot was jack-hammered and soil was filtered to 
transform the space. Rodman taught principles of sus
tainable agriculture and d1e project encouraged 
College community members to become more con
nected with the source of their food. 

In 2006 Pitzer's organic garden was expanded tO 

include an area no rth of d1e orange tree grove. With 
the help of several communjry garden work days 
and ten tons of compost donated by Vons grocery 
store, the new expansion offers a communal grow
ing area as well as individuals plots. 

Pitzer students, facult)~ staff and conunuruty 
members produce a vast and varied array of food, 
flowers and herbs. Community gardeners harvest 
extra produce and herbs from their plots each week 
and share it with the communi[)~ 
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Above: The Pitzer community enjoys locally grown fOOd as part of Bon Appetil's Eat Local 
Challenge on September 25. Below: Executive Chef Archie Escobar prepares a vegetable stir 
fry with ingredients that were grown ninety miles from Pitzer's campus. 



The Shakedown Cafe Managers: Dane Pollock '08, 
Gabe Guerrero '08, Alden Towler '08, Josh Lipkowitz '08 
and Fred Beebe '08 

To support the organic garden, devoted sntdents collect food waste from preparation 
and post-preparation in McConnell Dining Hall to create nutrient rich compost. 
Approximately three-hundred pounds of food waste per day are diverted from the dining 
hall and several times each week compost piles are made by combining food waste with 
organic matter and tbe correct amount of moisture. Instead of relying on synthetic fertil
izers that yield negative production and transportation effects, organic compost provides 

the ecosystem necessary to grow nuo·itious 
food while also decreasing the demand for 
landfill space. 

Another group of enviro1m1entally con
scious Pitzer students also started the 
Shakedown Cafe, a student-run eatety on 
campus, which serves onJy organic and 
locally grown foods. The Shakedown 
opened in Spring 2007 in the Gold Student 
Center and now petfectly complements tl1e 
green and community aspects of tl1e new 

residence halls tl1at surround it. 
Along with wholesome food, the 
cafe's managers also strive to make 
eating at the Shakedown a true 
experience in art, music and discus
sion. Anotl1er favorite destination 
for delicious food is tbe Grove 
House kitchen, which offers a daily 
menu of homemade lw1ch entrees, 
sandwiches, bagels, freshly baked 
cookies, coffee, tea and an assort
ment of fresh juices. 

Furthermore, Bon Appetit, the 
management company tl1at runs the 
McConnell Dining Hall, issued an 
"Eat Local Challenge" on 
September 25 and tl1e College 
community was quick to rise ro tl1e 
occasion. As a cook stirred the 
brightly colored organic beet and 
vegetable stir fty with ingredients 
from Tamai Family Farms in 
Oxnard, Caljfornia, ninety miles 
from campus, Pitzer's students, fac
ulty and staff moved through the 
lines to savor this and many other 

Brian Dolphin '09 performs in the Shakedown Cafe located in the Gold Student Center. lunch selections made completely of 
food from witlun a 150-mile 

.. 

radius. Bon Appetit has also estab
lished a company-wide initiative called "Farm to Fork." The goal is to offer seasonal and regional prod-
ucts from local farmers on a daily basis and to indicate these items on menus so individuals may specifi
cally choose dishes featuring local ingredients. 

By making a concerted effort to grow and constm1e local and orgatuc food, the Pitzer community is 
helping to sustait1 the Earth and its resources as well as the health and well being of each individual. • 

-EMILY CAVALCANTI 
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WELCOME TO 

PITZER'S NEW FACULTY 
This fall, as Pitzer College's faculty continues to expand, the College welcomed three new tenure-track faculty members: Erich 
Steinman (Sociology), Emma Stephens (Economics) and Rachel VanSickle-Ward '99 (Political Studies). Rachel is the second Pitzer 
graduate to join the faculty after Professor of Environmental Studies Paul Faulstich '79. 

What is your proudest achievement in your career thus far? 
Envisioning and creating a collaborative course with members of 
the Makah Indian Nation of Washington State. As the grey 
whale came off the endangered species list in the 1990s, the 
Makal1 prepared to resume their traditional practice of whaling. 
They also have a treaty in which the U.S. promises to respect 
their right to whale. As the Makah prepared to whale, they 
received a tremendous racist and, reall)~ colonialist backlash, 
.including death threats. In dus context, I spent a year develop
ing a relationship wid1 the tribe as well as with people involved 
in American Indian issues at the institution where I was teach
ing. The following year, I taught a course examining Indian 

rights and ilie racialized reaction to d1e 

'' Pitzer is a perfect frt for me. The freedom to be innovative inside and 
outside the classroom, to promote interdisciplinary discovery, to encourage 
and support students' own passions and interests, to grapple with messy 
but incredibly stimulating intellectual and moral questions, are all central 
components of my ideal job. I've taught big lecture classes at a large 
university, and small seminars at another elite university, and Pitzer is 

Makah whaling. It involved meeting with 
members of ilie Whaling Commission, the 
Tribal Chair, elders, the teacher who oversaw 
the building of rl1e canoe, some opponents of 
d1e whale hunt, U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration scientists and 
oiliers. The meetings with d1e Makal1 took 
place during a field research trip on d1eir 
Neah Bay reservation (on d1e most north
western tip of rl1e forty-eight continuous U.S. the perfect mix of innovation and tradition for me. '' 

Education: PhD, Sociology, U!uversity of Washington; MA, 
Sociology, University of Washington; BA, Government and 
International Affairs, Augustana College 

Current Courses Taught: Indigenous Peoples of ilie Americas: 
Colonization, Identity, Resistance; Alternative Modes of Social 
Organization; and Sociology of Law: Power, Rights and Change 

Research Interests: Social movements; political sociology; 
culture; institutional ilieory, law and society; American Indians 
and indigenous people; race and ethnicity; public policy; and 
sexuality, sexual orientation and gender 
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states). The issues were complex and fascinat
ing, and I know it really changed many of my 
students lives. I taught the course twice. 

What are your hobbies/interests outside of academia? 
My singular favorite activity is dancing. I'll dance to all kinds of 
music. I enjoy a form of modern dance called contact improvi
sation, where small numbers of people move roged1er and 
explore movement, connection and creativity. I t's challenging 
because of ilie oilier people involved-you never know what 
iliey are bringing. It makes me more aware of what I am bring
ing to a dance at any particular time. • 



'' I am thrilled to be back at Pitzer. As a Pitzer alumna, I know how 
active students are in defining their education here, and how they thrive 
in an environment where they are valued, challenged and encouraged. As 
a professor, I am excited about teaching and conducting research at an 
institution that places such a premium on intellectual rigor, social respon-
sibility and participatory learning. ' ' 

'' Pitzer's faculty and students are very inter
nationally oriented. Being a member of the com
munity here will provide me with a very stimulat
ing research and teaching environment that I think 
will greatly benefit my professional development. 
The economics field group is also very talented 
and supportive of my research agenda. ' ' 

~ J .......,. 

Education: PhD, Economics, Cornell University; MA, 
Economics, Cornell University; BSc, Physics, McGill University 

Current Courses Taught: Principles of Macroeconomics and 
Development Economics 

Research Interests: Welfare of subsistence fanners in developing 
countries; Links between credit market frictions and small hold
er marketing patterns; impact of social networks on technology 
adoption; and income dynamics, economic hisrory and simula
tion modeling 

What is your proudest achievement in your career thus far? 
In graduate school, I was heavily involved in an imerdiscipli
nary project designed to address poverty among rural small 
holder farmers both from an economic and biophysical 

.. 

Education: PhD, Political Science, University of California, 
Berkeley; MA, Political Science, University of California, 
Berkeley; BA, Political Smdies and English, Pitzer College 

Current Courses Taught: Introduction to Public Policy; 
Research Methods in Political Smdies; California Politics; 
and Women in Politics 

Research Interests: Public policy; American politics; California 
and state politics; women io politics; and constimtional law and 
legal politics 

What is your proudest achievement in your career thus far? 
Coming back to Pitzer. 

What are your hobbies/ interests outside of academia? 
I am a pop culmre junkie and enjoy live theater, movies and cml
ing up with a good New Yorker article. I also love the outdoors 
and cheering on Sacramento and Bay Area sportS tean1s. • 

perspective. For my part, I participated io building a simulation 
model arow1d tlus approach and was responsible for sharing the 
model witl1 researchers in Kenya, where me project was based. 
I feel mat we developed a sophisticated research tool that was 
also of great practical use for people in the field. I was proud to 
be part of a such a project tlut had these characteristics, wluch 
are sometimes difficult to achieve simultaneously in research on 
development. 

What are your hobbies/interests outside of academia? 
I like to cook, bike to work, travel and go to live sporting 
eventS, especially ice hockey (I am from Toronto). • 
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FACULTY notes 

PROFESSOR LEAH LIGHT 

Receives Prestigious 
Research Award 

Professor of Psychology Leah Light received the 
2007 Baltes Distinguished Research 
Achievement Award from Division 20 
(AduJthood and Aging) of the American 
Psychological Association (APA). A Pitzer 
College facuJty member since 1970, her areas of 
expertise include human mem01y and cognition 

with a specialization in memory and aging. 
The Baltes Distinguished Research Aduevcment (DRA) Award, sponsored by 

d1e Margret M. and Paul B. Baltes Foundation, is Division 20's most prestigious 
award. It has been established to honor researchers who have made exceptional theo
retical and empirical contributions to the psychological science of aging. Light was 
presented wid1 a plague and a monetary award at the annual APA convention in 
August and will deliver me Baltes ORA Award Address at next year's convention. 

"The Pitzer faculty are justifiably proud of the life aclllevements of d1eir colleague 
Leah Light and wish to extend to her d1eir congratulations on me occasion of her 
winning the prestigious Baltes award," Dean of Faculty Alan Jones said. "Her on
going cono·ibutions to d1e study of human memory in d1e context of aging are signif
icant and noteworthy and her commitment to productively engaging undergraduates 
in her research-progran1 has been an inspiration to all of us," he continued. 

Light has previously served Division 20 of the American Psychological 
Association as president (2004-05), secretary, member-at-large and chair of student 
awards. She is a fellow of the American Psychological Association (Divisions 1, 3, 
20), me Association for Psychological Science and the Gerontological Society of 
America. She served as editor of Psychology ar~d Aging, a jou.rnal of me American 
Psychological Association, from 1998 to 2002, and is currently a member of tl1e 
APA Publications and Communications Board. 

Advanced Calculus 

eMYSTiFieD 
BY PROF E SSOR DAVID BACHMAN 

David Bachman, assistant 
professor of mathematics, 
published Advanced Calculus Demystifted with McGraw
Hill in June 2007. Beginning wid1 an overview of func
tions of muJtiple variables and d1eir graphs, dus book 
covers the fundamentals wid1out spending too much 
time on rigorous proofs. Next, d1e text moves through 
more complex topics including partial derivatives, mul

tiple integrals, para.meterizations, vectors and gradients, so students will be able to 
solve difficult problems with ease. They can also test themselves at the end of evety 
chapter for calculated proof mat d1ey're mastering mis subject. 
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Bill Anthes, assistant pro
fessor of art history, was 
an invited lecnu·er for the 
18th Annual Oscar Howe 
Memorial Lecture on 
American Indian Art at 
the University of South 
Dakota. He also gave a 

lecture and graduate seminar as a visiting 
scholar at me University of Arizona School 
of Art. Anthes was an organizer and presen
ter for a session titled "Keywords for Native 
American Art History/Criticism" at me 
Native American Art Studies Association 
Conference. He presented a paper titled 
'1\cee Blue Eagle, Traveler" at tl1e 
Soumwest Art History Conference XIX. 

Jennifer Armstrong, 
assistant professor of biol
ogy, has published articles 
in Biochemistry and Cell 
Biology, Current Protocols 
in Essential Laboratory and 
PloS Biology. Armstrong 
also received a National 

Science Fatmdation Rill grant for her proj
ect titled '1\.nalysis of me role of CHD l in 
chromatin structure and transcription." 

Sumangala Bhattacharya, 
assistant professor of 
English and World 
Literature, participated in 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities one
month summer seminar 
titled '1\daptation and 

Revision: The Example of Great 
Expectations" held at the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. 

Nigel Boyle was named 
Peter and Gloria Gold 
Professor of Political 
Studies. He also gave a 
presentation titled "The 
Institutional Capacity of 
me Irish State: 
Development Planning, 

Wrastructural Planning and Training Policy 
1987-2007" at me Political Studies 
Association of Ireland conference. 



Jose Calderon, professor 
of sociology and Chicano 
Smdies, published an 
article titled "Operation 
Remrn tO Sender: A 
Historical Pattern of 
Immigration Raids" in 
the July-August issue of 

Relay: A Socialist Project RevieJP published in 
Toronto, Canada. He gave a presentation 
for the Leadership Sin Limites progran1 at 
the University of Georgia. Calder6n was 
the keynote speaker at a banquet sponsored 
by tl1e Pueblo United for Economic Justice 
Building Leadership through Organizing. 
He was also a panelist for two sessions 
titled "The Politics of Immigration Raids" 
and "Teaching Connections: Critical 
Pedagogy, Multiculm ralism and Service 
Learning in Diverse Communities" at the 
American Sociological Association confer
ence. He has been appointed a member of 
the program committee for the association's 
2009 conference. Calder6n was interviewed 
about the immigration rights movement 
for the program Etifoque Lati110 on KPFK. 

Scot Gould, professor of 
physics, published an 
article titled "Tensile 
Properties of Silk from 
Endemic New Zealand 
Spiders" in Textile 
Rcsearc/1 ]ot~mal. 

Judith V. Grabiner, Flol"a 
Sanborn Professor of 
Mathematics, gave two 
talks titled "Mathematics 
for tl1e Liberal Arts" and 
"Why Did Lagrange 
'Prove' the Parallel 
Postulate?" at the 

Mathematical Association of America (MAA) 
annual meeting. She is also serving on a 
MAA committee to prepare an official poster 
on women in mamematics. 

Ethel Jorge, associate pro
fessor of Spanish, pub
lished an article titled 
"Community-based 
Spanish Language and 
Culmre Program" in me 
edited volume First-Year 
CWit Ettgagement: Souttd 

Foundaticns fin' College, Citizc11ship at1d 
Democracy (Ne1v Yorll Times and The National 
Resouxce Center for tl1e First-Year Experience 
and Smdents in Tt·ansition, 2007) . 

.. 

Brian Keeley, associate 
professor of philosophy, 
presented invited com
mentary on Casey 
O'Callaghan, "Cross
modal Illusions and 
Perceptual Content," for 
me Society for Philosophy 

and Psychology Annual Meeting. 

Milton Machuca, assistant 
professor of Spanish, gave 
a presentation titled ''A 
Conversation about 
Language Teaching and 
Social Justice" at tl1e 
American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish and 

Portuguese Annual Meeting. 

Jessica McCoy, assistant 
professor of art, had an 
art exhibition mis fall 
titled "Dreams" at the 
Fanny Garver Galler)' in 
Madison, Wisconsin. She 
was also a finalist to pres
ent her design proposal 

for me Metro Expo Line in Los Angeles. 

Peter Nardi, professor of 
sociology, was inter
viewed as part of a panel 
discussion on the recent 
Senator Larry Craig scan
dal for KNPl~s show 
State of Nevada. 

Adrian Pantoja, associate 
professor of Political 
Smdies and Chicano 
Smdies, published an arti
cle wim Louis DeSipio 
titled "Puerto Rican 
Exceptionalism?: A 
Comparative Analysis of 

Transnational Ties Among Puerto Rican, 
Mexican, Salvadoran and Dominican 
Migrants" in the August 2007 issue of 
Latino Politics: Idmtity, Mobilization a11d 
Represmtatwn. He gave a talk titled 
"Patterns in Aumorizcd and Unaumorizcd 
Latin American Immigration to the United 
States" for the League of Women Voters in 
Pasadena and Claremont. 

Claudia Strauss, professor 
of anthropolog); pub
lished an article titled 
"Blaming for Columbine: 
Conceptions of Agency in 
me Contemporary U.S." 
in Current Attthropolcgy. 

Andre Wakefield, assistant 
professor of histol)~ pub
lished two articles in edit
ed volumes: "The Fiscal 
Logic of Enlightened 
German Science" in 
Knowledge and Its Mailing 
in Early Modem Europe 

(University of Chicago Press, 2007), and 
"The Practical Enlightenment: German 
Cameralists and Yankee Economists" in 
Jenseits der Diskurse (V.1ndenhoeck & 
Ruprecht, 2007). Wakefield presented papers 
at me annual meetings of the History of 
Science Society, me Gem1an Smdies 
Association and me American HistOLical 
Association. He has also been invited to 
present a series of lectures nC-'\'t summer on 
"Science and State in Early Modern 
Germany'' at me Ecole des Hautes Emdes 
en Sciences Sociales, Paris. 

Rudi Volti, professor emer
irus of sociolog)~ pub
lished a review of the 
movie Cars in the spring 
issue of the ]oumal of 
Transport Studies. 

Michael Woodcock, 
professor emerims of art 
and Creative Smdies, 
exhibited his artwork at 
three shows: "Locus One" 
at me Claremont Museum 
of Art, "The 19m Los 
Angeles Printmakers 

Sociel)' Exhibition" and "East in Eden" at 
Cal Poly Pomona. Woodcock's work has also 
been recently added to the permanent collec
tion of the Claremont Museum of Art. 

Kathleen S. Yep, assistant 
professor of sociology 
and Asian American 
Studies, published an arti
cle titled ''InteUecnJal 
Praxes and tl1e Politics of 
Analyzing Sport" in 
Sociolcgy of Sport journal. 
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I NT ERN A Tl 0 N AL progt·anzs 

LOLLY BECK PANCER '09 & 
SPRINGSONG COOPER ' 09 

Benjamin Gilman 
International 
Scholars 
LOLLY BECKPANCER '09 and 
Springsong Cooper '09 were awarded 
Benjamin A. Gilman International 
Scholarships for Fall 2007. Beck Pancer is 
pmsuing the School for International 
Training (SIT) program on Public Health 
and Community Welfare in Salvador, 
Brazil. Cooper is studying on the Pitzer 
in Datjeeling: Nepali Studies program in 
Kalimpong, India. 

Beck Pancer has 
created a self-designed 
major in Global 
Health and Social 
Justice at Pitzer and is 
minoring in Spanish. 

She believes aU 
human beings are part of a single world 
community <md the artificial border Lines 
that separate us should not divide us. "I 
will live this philosophy with my home
stay fanlilies by developing personal con
nections and opening my mind and my 
heart to learn from them and see the 
world from their point of view," Beck 
Pancer said. ''I will work alongside disad
vantaged commtmities to develop the 
agency necessary for them to affect the 
positive change they wish to see." 

Cooper is an 
International and 
Inrerculnu·al Studies 
major with an interest 
in conflict resolution. 

"While studying 
abroad, I feel it is nec

essary to jwnp wholeheartedly into a new 
culture and to accept that one may have 
to step out of his or her comfort zone," 
Cooper noted. '<uncomfo rtable experi
ences of unfamiliarity are good for per
sonal development and allow one to gain 
a more thorough tmderstanding of new 
cultures," she said. "This can be an intim
idating experience but is always reward
ing and enriching in the end." 
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Preguntando Nuestro Derecho a Turismo 

CAITLIN PIERCE '09 debuted her doctunentary, 
Preguntando Nuestro Dencho a Turismo (Questioning Our 
Right to Tourism), at the 2007 Niche Film Festival in 
Portland, Oregon, in August. While completing the Pitzer in 
Ecuador: Intensive Language and Culture study abroad pro
gram in Spring 2007, Pierce created tl1e film as part of her 
independent study project. 

''I am interested in hw1un rights and social justice issues, and I wanted to 
uncover tl1e real story behind community tomism in Ecuador. My original ques
tion was: How do tourists justify their presence in the commw1ity?" Pierce 
explained. "It was very interesting to explore how values change within the com
munities witl1 the introduction of capitalist culture. Before money, no one is poor. 
The poor only exist in a capitalistic cultuxe," she said. 

Pierce decided to make a flim because she was drawn to tl1e accessibility of the 
medium. She interviewed approximately twenty tourists in tl1e indigenous market 
and focused on indigenous communities arol111d Cotacachi, which is nortl1 of 
Otavalo. Pierce credits tl1e "rural experience" component of the Pitzer program 
witl1 helping her make contacts within the commLU1ity and conduct interviews 
witl1local families. 

"Pitzer has helped me think about everytl1i11g I do and tl1at each person affects 
tl1ings-tl1at it is our choice whether we want to affect things in a positive or neg
ative way," Pierce said. She is majoring in antl1ropology and Media Studies as welJ 
as minoring in production and Spanish. 

Namaste, Dumelang, Hola, Ni Hao & Ciao 
FROM PITZER'S STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM DIRECTORS 

This July the directors of the Pitzer study abroad programs gathered in Claremont for a conference titled 
"Releasing the Imagination: Study Abroad for the Liberal Arts and Sciences." Front row: Margie Donahue, Nepal; 
Maria Lubensky, Ecuador; Carol Brandt, Claremont; Elena Feboli, Italy; Jamie Francis. Claremont; Isabel Aguello 
Chaves, Costa Rica; Franca Mora Feboll, Italy Back row: BB Shrestha, Nepal; Xiaomei Wang, China; Amelia Gonzales, 
Italy; Michael Donahue, Claremont; Moagisi Mogalakwe. Botswana; Ghris Lubensky, Ecuador; Milton Machuca, 
Claremont; Daniso Mokgwathi, Botswana; Neva Barker, Claremont; Soo~a Kayastha, Nepal 



PITZER 
COLLEGE 

fa mil~ 
Weeken 

& Schola rship Auct ion 

tJ(2008 

SAVE THE DATE! 
februar.sJ 15-18 

All parents and families of Pitzer 
College students are invited to cam
pus for this annual event. Family 
Weekend offers a wonderful oppor
tunity for parents and families to 
spend time with their sons and 
daughters while engaging in lec
tures and other exciting activities 
with Pitzer faculty and staff. In con
junction with Family Weekend, the 
Fourth Annual Scholarship Auction 
will be held on the afternoon of 
Saturday, February 16. 

Family Weekend will begin with a 
Welcome Reception in Pitzer's new 
green residence halls on Friday, 
February 15. The bulk of the week
end's programming will take place on 
Saturday beginning with registration 
at 9 a.m., followed by a series of 
Parent College lectures with Pitzer 
faculty and an afternoon conversa
tion with President Trombley. 
Sunday's programming includes field 
trips led by Pitzer faculty and staff to 
areas near L.A. There are no formal 
activities planned for Monday, 
February 18, but all parents are 
encouraged to attend regular Pitzer 
classes with their students. A full 
schedule of courses will be provided 
during registration. 

For more information & a complete 
schedule of events visit 

, www.pitzer.edu/family _weekend . 

.. 

Above: 2006-07 Parents Association Scholarship 
Fund Recipients: Kimani Calnek '10, Elizabeth 
McAllister '09 and Edwin Gomez '08 Below: 
Anne and Thomas Ludlow and their daughter 
Allie volunteer at the 2007 Scholarship Auction. 

PACK YOUR Residential Life Project 
Celebration and Dedication Green Bag T" for 
some sensational shopping at our 
Scholarship Auction held during Pitzer 
College's Family Weekend this Februaty! 
This popular parent event supportS om 
community's scholarship fund, which opens 
doors for those who need some financial 
suppon-and as proud Pitzer parents we 
know the value of a Pitzer education. 

As a former director of admission, I know the in1portance of having adequate 
funding for scholat·ships; there are always more qualified students than monies 
available. Pitzer's Cocktail Party and Scholarship Auction is a lively and fun way to 
raise scholarship flmds as well as to have an oppornmity to meet and mingle with 
students, facult)~ staff, other parents, and President Lama Skandera Trombley. 
Music, California wine and hors d'oeuvres are yams to enjoy while you stroll the 
silent auction tables and bid madly on yom favorite live items. 

I volunteered for the Parent Leadership CowKiJ for the simple reason that our 
daughter, Allie, loves Pitzer. Pitzer has allowed her to make personal connections 
witb professors who have broadened her ability to learn md question, design a 
cmriculum that meets her needs and have interaction with a dynamic, diverse stu
dent population. I chose to chair the auction committee because I want to see om 
scholat·sbip fund grow. Your participation will help make Pitzer a better place by 
offering more and larger scholarships. 

The auction committee is looking for unique items that all of us would Like to 
bid on. In particular, we would appreciate items that we can package into g reat 
get-aways or must-haves for the home. What you m ight think is a sn'lalJ item can 
put the fmishing tOuches on a11 outstanding auction opportunity. Please feel free 
to offer us an item d1at you feel has value. 

If you should have any questions concerning d1e 2008 Scholarship Auction or 
Family Weekend, please do not hesitate to contact me at sbcaanne@hotmail.com or 
Director of Parent Progratns Tanya Johnson-Ruffin at tanya _Johnson-rujfin@pitzer.edu.. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Ludlow P' lO 
2008 Scholarship Auction Chair 
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ALUMNI REUNION 
WEEKEND 2007 

Photo 1: Sheri Tsukamoto '03, Ariel Gordon '03 and Kent Lee '02 
Photo 2: Front Row: Janine Warhurst Slueter '72, Oori Schnitzer '75, Nanine 
Warhurst Jones '72, Marsha Palitz-EIIiot '73 and Holly Ochi Hidinger '72 Back Row: 
Bruce Ross '72 and Oorie Parsons Giragosian '71 Photo 3: Erica (Pressberg) 
Chase '06 perfonns at the International Food and Music Festival. Photo 4: Louise 
Beaudette Thornton '68, Sara Wood Smith '66, Tom Moore '82, Harriett Crosby '68, 
Robyn Newkirk '69, Ann Lawson Bilodeau '69, Nancy Johnson Hill '69 and Nancy 
Bushnell '69 Photo 5: Tom Freund '93 performs at the International Food and 
Music Festival. Photo 6: 2002 graduates celebrate their five-year reunion. 



m any alumni will tell you that 
d1eir favorite part of the 
Summer Celebration Alumni 

Reunion Weekend on July 20-22 was 
staying overnight in Holden Hall. After 
all, it was d1e place they called home not 
so long ago. O ne word describes our 
weekend-magical. 

The celebration began on Friday night 
with the Founders Room transformed into 
a jazz club featuring Professor Emeritus 
Lew EUenhorn's P'82 jazz band, martinis 
and twinkling tea lights. At the Welcome 
Back Dinner, Harriett Crosby '68 was hon
ored with the 2007 Distinguished Alumni 
Award for her lifetime of commitment to 
social and political justice. 

On Saturday, we learned Qi Gong and 
Tai Chi and toured the John R. Rodman 
Arborenun and the Grove House wid1 
Arborenun Manager Joe Clements. We 
sipped champagne to Joaquin Calderon's 
'99 fabulous Latin band and were 
inspired by President Laura Skandera 
Trombley's State of the College address. 

At noon we nibbled civilized 
VictOrian-era treats and discussed the 
Gilded Age with Professor of History Stu 
McConnell and President Trombley. 

The afternoon was filled wid1 stimulat
ing topics from Professor Barry Sanders' 
"What I Did Last Summer" to Professor 
Phil Zuckerman's "Society without a God" 
and Professor Mita Banerjee's "Themes of 
Development in the Harry Potter series." 

Later we toured the new residence halls 
wid1 awe on our faces and pride in our 
hearts. In true Pitzer style, the evening was 
like Kohoutek all over again with five great 
alwnni bands playing on the Mounds well 
into the night. We enjoyed frosty margari
tas, crispy tacos and a delicious buffet of 
international food. The starlit California 
sky made the night spectacular. If you 
missed the Green Parrot After-Party in 
Holden, you missed out on a classic piece 
of Pitzer history reborn. 

VISIT WWW.PITZER.EDU/ ALUMN I 
TO VIEW A PHOTO SLIDE SHOW 

OF THE WEE KEN D. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
ALUMN I WEEKEND 2008 

JUNE 6-8 

·' 

ClASS notes 

Share your accomplishments and milestones with 
Pitzer College alumni by sending your Class Note to: 

Pitzer College, Office of Alumni Relations, 1050 North Mills Avenue, Claremont, CA 
91711-6101 or e-mail alumni@pitzer.edu. 

Please make sure to include yow- full name (including maiden name) and class year 
along with your updates, announcements and/or photos. Yom Class Note will be edited 
for content and length. 

69 Carolyn Feuille (Nevada City, CA ) 
and her husband, Bob Murley, are 

living between San Francisco and their new 
horne in Nevada City, in the heart of 
California "Gold Commy." She hopes to 
locate other Pitzer almnni in the area. 

Dima Norcross McWilliams (Los Angeles, 
CA) and her husband James, as well as Jim 
and Lucia Watkins Peny '71, are pleased to 

annom1ce the marriage of their dUldren 
Cyms McWilliams and Saral1 Pen1~ Cyrus is a 
lead computer animator at Day 1 Studios in 
Chicago, and Sarah is an attorney and college 
insm.ICtor. On their honeymoon in Belize, the 
couple was forced to evacuate their hotel due 
tO Hurricane Felix. Now recovered, they will 
remember this as a great family story. 

71 N ancy Hawver (Pmtland, OR) has 
been working for IKEA North 

America on d1e opening of the first IKEA 
in Oregon and is very happy to be part of a 
global company. She also enjoys the trees 
and plants of Santa Barbara and works with 
botanical gardens. 

73 Betsey Colemm (Indian Hills, CO) 
u·aveled to Thailand and Vietnam 

for five weeks this sun1111er to study cmrent 
challenges d1rough best practices in educa
tion at both the elementary and secondaty 
levels as part of d1e Fulbright-Hays 
Seminars Abroad Program. 

75 Curtis Schaeffer (Alexandria, VA) 
has been working in Bolivia for the 

past three-and-a-half years managing a 
democratic initiative project. 

Anne Turley (Los Angeles, CA) recendy 
visited with her ftrst-year class roommate, 
Julia Porter '75. Julia and her husband 
John Griffith (CMC), who now reside in 
Nattick, Massachusetts, visited Claremont 
for a tour of Pirzer and the other 
Claremont Colleges with their daughter, 
Caroline. A.lme enjoyed spending time with 
Julia and her family in Laguna Beach, 
California. (See photo on page 47.) 

8 3 Zoe Sheli Sameth (Berheley, CA) 
pe1formed in Temporary Illusion 

(excerpt from Taste of Enlightenment) last 
May at the Julia Morgan Center for the Arts 
in Berkeley, California. Her petformance 
garnered accolades through the Bay Area 
Theau·e Critics Circle Special Recognition 
Awards and won first place for Best Acn·ess. 

85 Margaret N issenson H ayward 
P'll (Santa Barbam, CA) is ver)' 

excited because her daughter, Olivia 
Hayward is a first-year student at Pirzer this 
year. She will be d1e eleventh member of 
her family to attend a Claremont College. 
Margaret would love to hear from Pitzer 
alumni at mhayJVard4@aol.com. 

• • Be a Career Adviser to Pitzer Students 
Are you in a job or career that would be of interest to students or fellow alumni? Would you like to help 
Pitzer students connect with the working world or help other alumni with their career transitions? If so, 
consider becoming a Career Adviser. You can assist in a variety of ways depending upon your time, avail
ability and interests. You might serve as a resource for other job seekers, provide informational sessions 
and mock interview opportunities, or visit the campus to speak with Pitzer students. Fill out a Career 
Adviser form online at www.pitzer.edujofficesjcareer_servicesjform_emai/ersjcareer_advisor.asp or con
tact Career Services at (909) 621-8519 or at careerservices@pitzer.edu. 
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86 Neil Norton (Decatur, GA) recently 
visited Professor Emeritus Allen 

Greenberger in Chicago, Illinois, where tl1ey 
visited Frank Lloyd Wright homes, Chicago 
neighborhoods, parks and more. Neil has also 
fmmd his "own little bit of Pitzer in Decatur, 
Georgia, where all ideas arc accepted as long 
as you are willing to implement them." 

07 Brannon Wheeler (Davids(mville, 
C MD) met with Shi'i Shaykh from 
Iraq during a trip to the Center for Middle 
East and Islamic Studies at tl1e U.S. Naval 
Academy (See photo on page 47.) 

8 Pamela Larsen (Hood River, OR) is 
enjoying life wirl1 her two daughters 

Sofie (6), Fiona (3) and husband, Rob. Wid1 
much excitement and anticipation, t11ey are 
planning to relocate to China for two years. 

go Jared A. Holum (Lake Oswego, 
OR) is a parmer in an accounting 

fum and has mree boys: ages eight, six and 
fifi:een mont11.s. He has been married to his 
wife Julie for nearly fourteen years. 

91 N icole Bernheimer (Brooklyn, NY) 
gave birth to daughter Alice on 

February 12. They recently moved to 
Brooklyn, New York. 

Bryan G ibb (Washington DC) was hired as 
tl1e new director of education and training 
products at tl1e Association of Financial 
Professionals (AFP) in Washington DC. He 
also serves on me AJumlli Association 
Board of Directors as tl1e vice president of 
the Alunuli Fund. 

Molly Schaffer (SantaM.onica, CA) recent
ly had a role on NBC primetime TV show, 
The Black Donnelo/s. She plans to continue 
her work in tl1eater, television and fiLm. In 
September, she married Michael Balsley in 
Santa Mo11ica, California. Her son Ben 
started kindergarten this fall. 

Mailani Cook Veney (Lincoln, l:lE) has 
been quite busy with her husband, tl1ree 
kids, two jobs and earning an MBA. She 
has also starred a new technology company, 
Heated Concrete Solutions, LLC. "Pitzer 
was a great launching pad for my life!" 

92 Amity Sandage (Santa Cruz, CA) 
and family enjoy living in Sanra 

Cruz, CaLifornia. Her husband Koen works 
at the Monterey Bay Aquarium while Ami!:)' 
decided to take a break from work to spend 
more time with tl1ei.r son Sage (5), and 
daughter Tara (2). Her Nepali sister, 
Pabi.tra, fi·om the Smdy Abroad program of 
Falll990, visited her Last year. 

5 Cbau Phan (Reseda, CA) was mar
ried in August and plans tO reside in 

Long Beach, California. "Go Sagehens!" 

Kate Post Spitser (Vmice, CA) and her hus
band Andrew Spitser welcomed tl1eir baby 
girl, Maya Jean, on Jw1e 19 at Cedars-Sinai 
Hospital in Los Angeles, Califonlia. After 
spending the last twelve years working on 
various TV shows, most recently witl1 FOX's 
MADtv, Kate plans tO take a break and 
focus on raising her new daughter. 
(See photo on page 47.) 

~ ~ 

~ ~}u :·r~~O RT T H E 2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8 P J T Z E R AN-NUAL FUN b ·~~ ~ 
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Why give to the 
Annual Fund? 
AN IMMEDIATE IMPACT: 

The Annual Fund allows alumni, parents, 
and friends to make an immediate impact 
on current students, faculty, and staff, 
enhancing all aspects of academic and 
campus life. 

FOUNDATION AND CORPORATE SUPPORT: 
Annual Fund alumni participation is a frequently used factor that is weighted 
heavily by foundations and corporations when determining whether or not to 
support Pitzer. Every gift to the Annual Fund is instrumental to tl1e College 
receiving substantial contributions from local and national corporations and 
foundations, making a greater impact than you may realize. 



Calling 
All Energy 

PITZER:S EFFORTS TO BEITER pro
tect our environment should come as no 
surprise to anyone affiliated with this 
institution. Since the school's conception 
in the socially tmbulent 1960's, Pitzer 
has consistently taken a socially responsi
ble approach to both its operations and 
to the education of its students. Indeed, 
social responsibility is one of six educa
tional objectives established by the 
College, and over d1e years the school's 
efforts to emphasize dus objective bas 
garnered Pitzer national acclaim from the 
likes of Mother jones Magazine, Diversity 
Digest and t11e National Wildlife 
Federation, just to name a few. 

of its kind environmentally friendly resi
dence halls. 

As a 1991 graduate of Pitzer's 
Environmental Studies progran:1, I gleam 
with pride over the fact mat the CoUege 
has voluntarily chosen tO make the envi
ronment a priority. I also have a strong 
inkling d1at most of me Pitzer's graduates 
tend to foUow suit. I know d1at in my 
personal life, I have taken voluntary steps 
to reduce my environmental footprint by 
making energy-conscious choices in the 
products r buy, building a worm com
posting box in my backyard, replacing 
eve1y bulb in my house wid1 a compact 
florescent buJb, and driving a hybrid car. 

As a 1991 graduate of Pitzer's Environmental Studies program, 
I gleam with pride over the fact that the College has voluntarily chosen to 
make the environment a priority. 

In recent years, Pitzer has once again 
"stepped up to tl1e plate" in a big way to 
take aim at an old, but rejuvenated social 
issue-environmental sustainabiJity. 
Fueled by concern over global warming, 
the government, d1e media and d1e pub
lic are once again concerned about me 
future of our natural world. But willie 
the political debate over what to do 
about human impact on the global envi
ronment drags on, Pitzer and its students 
have taken action with a progressive 
agenda to promote environmental sus
tainability. The school has adopted "The 
Statement of Envimnmental Policy and 
Principles," has implemented composting 
and can1pus xeriscaping, developed the 
Green Bike Program, and, in its most 
crowning achievement, opened tl1e first 

.. 

T hese are values that my Pitzer education 
helped instill in me. 

Unformnately, not everyone, including 
our own governmental leaders, bas 
demonstrated the leadership mat Pitzer, its 
students and its graduates have on d1e 
issue of environmental sustainability. 
Indeed, given tl1e oppottwuty to develop 
real, honest and binding strategies to cut 
energy constm1ption and protect our envi
ronment, om governmental leaders seem 
to have opted instead for gimmjcks aimed 
at distracting the public fi·om an utter lack 
of political initiative to get us out of the 
global envixonmental mess we find om
selves. Take for example d1e federal gov
enunent's cartoon "Energy Hog" 
designed to discourage the public's energy 
use (www.energyhog.org) or the State of 

in 111-j' OlV1t W 0 RD S 

California's "Flex Your Power" advertise
ments mat seek to persuade individuals to 
spend their own money to replace home 
appliances (lVWJJJ.jjpower.org) . These cam
paigns seem to place d1e blame for global 
warming squarely on the shoulders of d1e 
American public. And while tl1e guilt we 
should all feel for our over-conswnption is 
clearly justified, the effect of these govern
ment campaigns is probably dose to nil in 
the overall sd1eme of global energy use. 

So while d1e voltmtaty efforts of 
socially nunded instimtions and individu
als certainly must be applauded, given 
the likely seriousness of d1e current envi
ronmental simation (and even if you only 
believe half of the science out there on 
global warming, it is serious), more must 
be done. It is imperative that the public 
vehemendy react tO me government's 
torpid policymaking. Indeed, it is time 
for Pitzer faculty, staff, students and 
altumu, as well as all socially n'linded 
"energy hogs" to fight for government 
policies dnt, among od1er dungs, man
date that all existing public facilities, and 
all new private and public consu·uction in 
California incorporate tl1e type of envi
ronmentally friendly measures that were 
voluntarily implemented on our campus. 

It has been twenty-five years since 
Professor Paul Shepard asked d1e ques
tion, "Why does society persist in 
destroying its habitat?" Paul at the time 
had one answer-society is mad. Well, 
tl1e actions of some of us suggest tl1at 
d1is madness has not completely taken 
over. But for those of us stiJJ sane, the 
call is dear-convince our leaders to 
change course once <U1d for all. Let us, 
Pitzer, once again heed dus call. 

Mike Harris '91 is an 
environmental attor
ney with the South 
Coast Air Quality 
Management District 
in Los Angeles. He 
cmrendy serves as vice 
president of nonunat

ing and strategic planning on Pitzer's 
Altumu Board. In Spring 2008, he will be 
a visiting assistant professor of law at the 
Vermont Law School, the counny's fore
most environmental law progran1 . 
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Q . What influence has a Pitzer education had on your 
• career choice and your professional interests? 

We were encouraged to create our own majors, so I 
combined comparative anatomy and physiology with 
Darliel Guthrie, psychology courses and physicaJ antlu·o
pology with Bob Sharer and culruraJ antlu·opology with 
you. I then joined Sharer's archaeologicaJ dig in El 
SaJvador where I became fascinated with Latino urban life, 
which led to my doctoraJ fieldwork on medical systems 
(Culture, Politics and Medicine in Costa Rica) and later pub
lic space (On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and 
Culture) in Costa Rica, and housing and community 
(Children of the Urban Poor, wid1 F. E. Johnston) in 
Guatemala. Living in a ruraJ hacienda witl1 barbed wire 
and a guard later emerged as a chilling image in my 
research on gated comrmmitics (Behind the Gates: Life, 
Security and the Pursuit of Happiness in Fortress America). 

The interdisciplinary focus nurtured by Pitzer faculty 
also led to my participation in tl1e PhD program in med
ical andtropology at University of California, Berkeley, and 
my cun-ent position in tl1e PhD programs of environmen
tal psychology, antl1ropology and Women's Studies at the 
Graduate Center of the City U niversity ofNew York. My 
ftrst job at University of Pennsylvania was in multidiscipli
nary landscape architecture and regionaJ plaruling, city 
pl<uming and antl1ropology. Crossing disciplinary bound
aries has provided the ability tO contribute to conversa
tions where anthropologists are usually not heard. 

Q . Perhaps you recall that when you were a senior, I 
• had you read Marvin Harris' Rise of Anth·ropological 

Theory, a book much maligned in anthropology. Has it 
harmed you in any way? 

The only harm might be that I developed an intoler
ance for history and eilinography that does not expose its 
tl1eoretical claims and for turgid

1
anthropological writing. 
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SETHA LOW '69 is president-elect of the American 
Anthropological Association, the world's largest professional 
organization of anthropologists. After Pitzer, Setha completed 
a PhD program in medical anthropology at University of 
California, Berkeley. In the years since, she has successfi11ly 
instinJted several cross-disciplinary programs, carried om sig
nificant antlu·opologicaJ research, and written voluminously 
about her work. She is currently at the Graduate Center of 
the City University of New York, where she continues to 
emphasize the interdisciplinary perspective that was, and to 

tlus day remains, a major component of a Pitzer education. 

Research Professor of Anthropology Lee Munroe was ~-ecently 
in touch with Setha and engaged in the folloHJing Q&A 
session with het: 

But I aJso learned that I prefer a public anthropology tl1at 
addresses contemporary problems. The focus of my 
American Anthropological Association presidency will be 
"engaged antl1ropology,>' wluch I hope to promote 
through a Conunission on World Antltropologies, an ini
tiative for teaching anthropology K to 12 and increasing 
inclusion for practicing antl1ropologists. 

Q : What are your plans for future research? 

As director of the Public Space Research Group, I am 
completing an etlmographic study of middle-class co-ops in 
New York City. The project began when European col
leagues asked why I tl1ought tl1at private gated conununi
ties reinforced exclusion and increased social isolation 

) 

when co-ops-also a form of private governance-are per
ceived positivel)Z We are finding tl1at co-op residents feel 
s.afer tl1a11 gated residents because they live witl1 "people 
like themselves," but rl1ey also shru·e some of the negative 
aspects of gating. Moral minimalism, an increase of"laissez
faire" racism and a lack of representation contribute to co
ops not being necessarily more democratic places. 

I an1 aJso wri ting a book tided Toward an Anthropological 
Theo~y of Space and Place based on my past fieldwork. I 
argue that antltropology reqtlircs an embodied theaty of 
space and place, as well as one that traces the social produc
tion a11d sociaJ construction of places. It draws upon my 
work on plazas, pru·ks (Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space 
and Cultural Diversity, witl1 D . Taplin and S. Scheld), priva
tiz.:'ltion of public space (Politics of Public Space, with N. 
Smith) and on the new emotions of home. 

My latest project, however, is taking me in a new direc
tion. In Pitzie style, I have become a ceranuc artist witl1 a 
Web site (wwJVAntm·oa1-t.net), galleries (The Crazy Monkey, 
and New Centmy Artists), and a new circle of artist friends 
on tl1e East End of Long Island. I thinl< it is tlus career rl1at 
will cru·ty me into a dista11t fumre where I hope my inreUec
tuaJ, emotional a11d aestl1etic taJents will blend. • 



PHOTO POLICY 
Digital photos should be 300 dpi in resolution or a print of 
the photo can be mailed. All original photos will be returned. 
Please be sure to identify everyone in the photo. Photos 
are selected based on quality and space availability. 

class notes PHOTOS 

Photo 1: India Hernandez, daughter of Robert Hernandez '06 and his wife Dana, has fun with the Residential Life Project Celebration and Dedication Green Bag r M invitation. • Photo 2: Jake 

Reid '01 and his wife Jasone Serrano were married in a fifteenth-century castle in Frias, Spain. (see Class of '01) • Photo 3: Devon Kaiser '00 and her husband Steven Farley were married in 

Pasadena, California. (see Class of '00) • Photo 4: Maya Jean, daughter of Kate Post Spltser '95 and her husband Andrew (see Class of '95) • Photo 5: Brannon Wheeler '87 with Shi'i 

Shaykh in Iraq (see Class of '87) • Photo 6: Anne Turley '75 and Julia Porter '75 at Laguna Beach (see Class of '75) • Photo 7: Megan Ogle '02 and her husband Noor Dphrepaulezz were 

married in the Angeles National Forest. (see Class of '02) 

96 Peter Harper (La Verne, CA.) had a 
sculpture exhibition titled "An 

Uneasy Calm" presented by Rico Garcia 
Fine Art and tl1e Wildgift Movement in 
September. 

97 Alexis Akagawa (Minneapolis, MN) 
works at the Minneapolis College of 

Art and Design (MCAD) and Walker Art 
Center in Minnesota as the international 
student adviser and off-campus studies pro
gram coordinator. Through her position at 
MCAD, she successfully lobbied the 
Minnesota State Legislatme for a bipartisan 
resolution supporting the importance of 
international education in building a strong 
economy, broadening world views and fos
tering diverse college environments. 

.. 

98 Alisa Ruby (SantaMonica, CA.) 
resides in Santa Monica with her 

fiance, Dr. Isaac Bash. She has a psy
chotherapy practice in Beverly Hills and is 
a regular coltmmist for LA. Family 
Magazine as well as a doctoral candidate, 
completing her dissertation for her PsyD. 
Through her cmrent work, Alisa specializes 
in singles issues, couples coLmseling, addic
tion recovety, eating disorders and positive 
psychology. 

99 Brendan Karg and Zelinda Welch 
'00 (Redondo Beach, CA.) , Pitzer 

College sweethearts, plan to marty July 19, 
2008, at the Pacific Unitarian Chmch in 
Rancho Palos Verdes, California. Brendan 
is a practicing studio artist as well as a 

ceramics, sculpn1Ie and surfing teacher at 
Palos Verdes Peninsula High School. 
Zelinda is a student at the University of 
Southern California Marshall School of 
Business and is working at Sharp 
Elecu·onics Solar Energy Solutions Group. 

0 0 Devon Kaiser (West Los Angeles, 
CA.) was married on September 15 

to Steven Farley, a Pomona College gradu
ate. In attendance were several Pitzer 
College alwnni, including Nick Standlea 
'01, Jessie Franzetti Standlea '01 and 
Sabrina Abu-Hamdeh '00 . Devon is a clini 
cal psychologi§t specializing in psychologi
cal assessment and Steve is completing his 
general smgeq residency at UCLA. 
(See photo above.) 
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Michael Martinez (Laguna Beach, CA) 
and wife Julia welcomed new son, Lucas 
Jeremiah Martinez, to their family on 
Mother's Da)~ At 8 lbs. 11 oz., Lucas is 
"healthy and growing like crazy." Michael is 
currently working at First American 
Corporation as a project manager. 

01 Jake Reid (Pat-tland, OR) wed 
Jasone Serrano on July 7 in Frias, 

Spain, at a beautiful fifteentl1-cenmry castle. 
(See photo on page 47.) 

Meghavi Shah (Monterey Bay, CA) now 
lives in Monterey Bay where she teaches 
first grade elementary classes and loves it. 

01) Alina Bennett (Columbus, OH) is 
r currently completing her second 

year toward her master's degree in Women's 
Studies at The Ohio State Universit)' Tlus 
past spring and summer she was a presenter 
at tl1e M ultiple Perspectives Disability 
Conference and tl1e National Women's 
Studies Association Conference. Most 
recently, Alina had a book review published 
in tl1e fall issue of Disability Studies Quarte~·ly 
(!PJVW.dsq-sds.m;g) . 

Megan Ogle (Glendale, CA) married Noor 
Dphrepaulezz on July 7 in the Angeles 
National Forest. The couple cmrently Lives 
in Glendale, California, and plans to move 
back to Megan's childhood home in Maui. 
Megan teaches kindergarten with Joey 
Booty '02 at New Heights Charter School 
in South Los Angeles, Califo rnia. 
(See photo on page 47.) 

QeQ'B D ISTING U ISH ED 

ALUMNI 
AWARD 

03 Elizabeth Angelini (North~idge, 
CA) will teach this fall for 

Califonua State Univers i l:)~ Nortl1ridge's 
special education program. To accommo
date her new scheduJe, she wiJI depart from 
her position at the H elp Group 
Organization as a substitute and teacher's 
aide and says, "The experience has been 
unbelievably rewarding and challenging. 
Teaching yow1gsters with autism and see
ing them progress as a resuJt of dedication 
and encouragement from the educatOrs 
gives me great satisfaction." 

Mark Polintan and Andrea Williams 
(Pueblo Tlliest, CO) were engaged in August 
after seven years of dating. Andrea and 
Mark live in D enver, Colorado, witl1 their 
two dogs, Buddy and Bella. Andrea recent
ly completed her master's degree in social 
work and is working as a family tl1erapist 
for a local nonprofit. Mark is a global 
wealtl1 manager fo r Morgan Stanley. They 
plan to wed in summer 2008. 

04 Michael Lissner (Berkel&)~ CA) has 
been promoted to the assistant 

manager of Data Systems at Contra Costa 
County Employment and H uman Services 
D epartment, Community Services Bureau. 

05 Ben Kane (Littleton, CO) married 
Lydia W ingo in June. Ben is in his 

tl1ird year of divi1u ty school at Vanderbilt 
University and is a youth minister in 
Nashville, Tennessee, at a Presbyterian 
church. 

06 M atthew 'Thrzo (Cape M.ay Cout"t 
H ouse) N]) graduated from tl1e 

H opkins Nanjing Center, China, and will 
be working at Shanghai-based street wear 
company, Eno. Matthew would love to 
have visitors in China. 

Harriett Crosby '68 Jenniphr Goodman '84 L. Hunter Lovins '72 Debra Yang '81 

This award, the highest honor bestowed upon a graduate, will recognize an alumna/us who 
has brought honor and distinction to Pitzer College through her or his outstanding achieve
ments . The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes: work an alumna/us has done in the com
munity, service to her or his alma mater, and occupational achievements an alumna/us has 
accomplished through her or his career. . - . • • • call (909) 621-8130. 
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PITZER ALUMNI~ 

BOOKPLAT~ 
~ . .----·••'•Y•• .. .,..• ' •' 

365 D ays to Enlightenment 
Daily Reflections for Spiritual Gro111th 
rmd PrqlJress 

This book by Ayamanatara 
(Shirley Brown) '90 is for all 
levels of seekers. The goal of 
this multidenominational 
guide is to help people along 

meir path, make them more com
fortable in their own skin, and, ulti
mately, help them create a conscious 
connection with the Divine. 
Hunt Press, 2007 • 376 pages • $19.95 

Teaching Students 
w ith Special Needs in 
Inclus ive C lassrooms 

Using tl1e A-D-A-P-T 
model as a mnemonic, 
problem-solving 
approach, and an 

instructional guide, tlus rext by 
Deborah Deutsch Smith PhD '68 
and her co-autl1ors promotes tl1e 
mougbtful practices and adaptations 
tl1at have been proven as tl1e most 
effective means to reach hard-to
reach students. 
Allyn & Bacon, 2007 • 656 pages • $95.00 

ALSO BY DEBORAH 
DEUTSCH SMITH '68 

Introduction to 
Special E ducation 
Sixth Editi{Jn 

With Mafti~~ a 
Difference as its 
central theme, tl1e sixth 
edition of this bestselling text recog
nizes tlut more than ever before, 
educators have the opportunity and 
abil.ity to make a real difference in 
the educational experiences of meir 
students with d isabilities. 

Allyn & Bacon, 2007 • 624 pages • $106.00 
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IN M EMORIAM 

Yolanda Retter '70 
ACTIV I ST, ARC HI V I ST AND SC H OLAR 

YOLANDA REITER '70, an activist, archivist and 
scholar who devoted the last four decades to raising the 
visibility of lesbians and minorities and preserving their 
histOL1~ died August 18, 2007 at her home in Van Nuys, 
California, after a brief illness. 

"Yolanda was SULTOw1ded by the women she chose and 
was very peaceful- deservedly so. Everyone knows she left 
a legacy," Yolanda's longtime partner Leslie Golden 
Stampler said. "She left many with broken hearts but 
hopefully not broken spirits. Vety few people are without 
a Yoli StOly to tell. No one would say 'Yoli, who?"' 

After graduating from Pitzer College with a degree in 
sociology, Yolanda worked briefly as a prison guard at the 
California Instimtion for Women in Corona and managed 
a halfway house for displaced women in Los Angeles. 

"When it was close to her g raduation, Yolanda told 
me that she planned to work as a guard at the California 
Instimtion for Women," Madeline Pinsky Wall<er '73 
recalled. '1\.t first I was taken aback, thinking what a 
tough simation she was putting herself into. T hen I 
d1ought, if anyone can do it, Yolanda can. I m ink of d1at 
as a summaty of her life- if Yolanda set her mind on 
something, she would get it done. I'm glad I had a 
chance to know her." 

Yolanda also learned cabinetmaking at1d became a 
Licensed airplane mechatuc before remrning to school in 

the '80s to earn master's degrees in Libra.ty science and 
social work from d1e University of California, Los 
Angeles. At d1e University ofNew Mexico, she received a 
doctorate in An1erican Studies. 

YohUJda was a pivotal advocate for lesbians during the 
eat·ly years of d1c L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center. She helped 
orga11ize lesbian histoty repositories at the University of 
Soud1ern California, University of Califonua, Los 
Angeles and in West Hollywood. For d1e last fom yeat·s, 
she was me librarian and archivist for d1c UCLA Clucano 
Studies Resource Center, where she was instrumental in 
expanding holdings related to Latinas as well as lesbian, 
gay, bisen1al and transgender people. 

A memorial service was held on September 29, 2007, 
at Metropolitan Conununity Church in West Hollywood. 
"I was there out of respect for and in recognition of d1e 
an1azing way her life exemplified Pitzer College values: 
scholarship, freedom, creativity, leadership and social 
responsibility," Lami Devine '71 said. "Yola.t1da Lived d1ese 
things. She really made a mark, and an important one." 

Morgan Stewart '70 (formerly Matylynne Slayen), a 
close friend of Yolanda's, shared these words d1at Yolanda 
wrote before her surgery: "Don't fantasize, don't catastro
pb.ize, don't even publicize. As d1e Beatles (and otl1ers) 
have put it, all you need is love. So send plenty of that. 
Keep it spirimal." • 

Donations in Yolanda's memory may be sent to: The Yolanda Retter Fund, 

.. 

cjo Law Offices of Karen M ateer, Esq., 618 South Lake Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91106 

JOIN US FOR SPRING 2008 CHAPTER EVENTS 
INCLUDING LOS ANGELES. HAWAII, NEW YORK, SAN FRANCISCO & MORE! 

From networking act ivities to gatherings with Pitzer professors, social events to educational 
opportunities, dinners and private tours, the Pitzer Alumni Association sponsors chapter 
events that are held across the country and around the world. Join us at an event near youl 
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FOOTBALL 
With a standing of2-6 (1-5 SCIAC), the Sagehens played 
each game competitively, defeating Lewis and Clark and the 
University of La Verne. For a yatmg squad, the Sagehens 
have done well d1anks to quarterback Jacob Caron 'll and 
cornerback Eddie Pickett '08. 

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALl 
The Sagehen volleyball team finished the season at 12-11 and 
7-7 in SCIAC. Ruchi Patel '10 was one of two Pitzer
Pomona players named to the AU-SCIAC First Team. 

MEN'S SOCCER 
The men's soccer team ended the year with a 5-12-1 overall 
record and a 4-8-l si,xrh place conference finis h wid1 two 
players named ro the AU-SCIAC Second Team. 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 
A yow1g Pitzer-Pomona women's soccer sguad fmished 
with an 8-6-2 overall record, and a 5-5-2 conference record. 
Fielding a team with ten first-years and seven sophomores, 
the Sagebens took fifth place in the SCIAC regular season . 
Three Sagehens were honored with All-SCIAC selections, 
including Angie Martinez '09 who took home Ali-SCIAC 
Second Tean1 honors. 

MEN'S & WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY 
The men's team tied for third in conference with a 4-3 record 
and two runners were named to the AJl-SCIAC Second Team. 
The women's team finished fourth in SCIAC with a 4-3 
record with two runners joining the AU-SCIAC First Team. 
Pitzer-Pomona mnners on the AJJ-SCIAC teams competed in 
the NCAA West Region Meet in Pordand. 

50 THE PARTICI'PANT 

Ruchi Patel '10 prepares to return a serve during a garne against Cal Lutheran. 

Max Reed '11,Andy Russell '09, Eddie Pickett '08, Jacob Caron '11, Robert McNitt '11 and 
Bobby Montalvo '10 



Heading into the SCIAC Championships the 
Sagehens stood at 14-17 overall and 6-l in confe.r
ence losing only to Redlands in a tough 10-9 battle. 
Facing Redlands again in the championships, the 
Sagehens were victorious, winning 13-10. Tllis was 
the first men's water polo SC!l\C championship win 
since 1980. Pitzer students on the team include S,ran 

.Bertm ~10, Grant Cooper '09, Mark D'Avino '10, Jason Henshall '10, MichaelMueting '08, 
pavid:Rudolph '10, Eric Salassa '08 and Matthew Ward '11. -
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NEl L PAT EL '07: 
W ILLAMETTE BEARCAT 

Neil Patel '07 has gone from being a 
student athlete to coaching them. Patel 
was hired as the head coach for the men's 
tennis team at Willamette University. 

Patel graduated fi·om Pitzer with a BA in 
economics and Political Studies, and honors 

in both majors. He played for the Pitter-Pomona tennis team 
for four years, placing # 1 in doubles and #3 in singles play. In 
2007 Patel was Division ill Doubles All-American and finished 
the season ranked # 10 in the country in doubles. He was also 
named Pitzer's Most Outstanding Male Athlete this spring. 
"My years on the team really changed my life," Patel said. 

One moment in particular that stood out for Patel was last 
year wben the Sagehens played Pacific Lutheran College. 
«They came down ro the 'Hen House' and we went our there 
and demolished them 7-2," Patel said. «It was an old-school 
Sagehen sromp and it was amazing to see our team rise up 
against a higher ranked team." 

Patel sees his age proximity to his players as an asset, help
ing him relate to their concerns as athletes and sntdents. «I 
can understand the pressures of going to an academically clul
lenging school and trying to balance that with a sport," Patel 
said. «r think Pitzer allowed me to have that experience and 
now I can better understand my players." 

-JESSICA SCHWARTZ '08 

DAVI D KNOWLES '07: 
WO LFENB UTTEL DUKE 

David Knowles '07 signed with the 
Wolfenbi.ittel Dukes to play professional 
basketball in Germany's Second Division 
Pro B league. Knowles, who plays point 
guard, began regular season with d1e 
Dukes in September. 

"Playing pro ball here in Germany is great because in this 
particular city and area it is basketball that is more popular than 
even soccer," Knowles said. Wolfenbi.ittel is located in north cen
tral Germa.t1)~ approximately ftfty miles cast of Hanover ru1d two 
hours west of Berlin . 

Knowles is gratefi.tl for the oppornmity he had to play on 
the Pitzer-Pomona basketball team and believes that this experi
ence greatly prepared him for a professional basketball career 
after college. "Having a chance to be guided by Head Coach 
Charles Katsiaficas changed my perspective on the game and 
made me a better player and potential coach myself," he stated. 
Knowles, who was named team M VP, received the Judi ru1d 
Frank Fenton Athletic Leadership Award this spring and previ
ously received the 2005-06 Daley Athletic Achievement Award. 

A Political Studies major and sociology minor, Knowles 
notes tl1at his Pitzer College education provided him with a 
"level-headed" perspective by which to approach his experi
ence abroad. "I believe Pitzer has stirred in me a desire to take 
advantage of this sintation by learning as much as possible
soaking up the cultural experience and using it all to further 
myself and my ability to contribute positively tO our global 
society," he continued. 

Knowles' current career goal is to continue playing basket
ball for as long as possible and to learn foreign languages. 
Eventually, he would like to coach basketball or start his own 
sports agency or management group made up of friends ru1d 
fellow SC graduates. 

-EMILY CAVALCANTI 



PITZER COLLEGE 

Read more on page 23 about 
Pitzer College's new bamboo 
and organic cotton-blend t-shirts. 
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Green Wear 

Available in Men's & Women's Sizes Small, Medium, Large and Extra-Large 
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