


CONTENTS 

VOL_ .29. NO_ I 

President ..... . .......... 1 
Focus on the Faculty 

News .................................. ... 2 
Pitzer touted for combining' t~'ching and research; Benjamin 

Barber speaks at convocation; David Sadava initiates a class 

for staff; Sophomore Ranee Morales scores in Sagehen softball; 

Explore "love" at Alumni College on April 27. 

Development ... ..... ....................... 8 
Honor faculty with a gift to the Annual Fund; International 

programs supported by grants. 

Faculty ........... . .. . 
Dan Segal edits Cultural Anthropology, one of the nation's 

top journals in the field; Paul Faulstich shares readings on 

"Desert as Place." 

Features 
Recrafting a Tradition: Hopi Women Revive the 

Art of Basketry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Juan De Lara: Activist Scholar/Rhodes Scholar . 

Professor Halford Fairchild: 

Having a Voice-Making A Difference . 

Technology in the Classroom: Pitzer On-Line . 

Alumni 
In My Own Words: Tom Perls '82 . 

Alumni News .......... .. . 

On the Cover 

.. 10 

12 
14 

18 
.20 

.24 

.25 

Juan De Lara '96, Pitzer's first Rhodes scholar, has 

worked closely with faculty advisor Nigel Boyle and other mentors 

to develop a double major in sociology and labor studies. 

Vice President for College Advancement J. Terry Jones Editor Anna Ganahl Managing Editor 

Tere Strombotne Contributing Editors Sheryl Gorchow-Stuart, Elisabeth Duran, Tim Christian 

CoPY Editor Mary Edwardsen Editorial Assistant Carol Faubus Design Lime/Twig Printer Inland Litho 

A member of The Claremont Colleges, Pitzer College is a private liberal arts institu

tion committed to values of interdisciplinary perspective, intercultural understanding 

and social responsibility. Participant is published two times a year by the 

Communications Office and welcomes comments from its readers. Address letters to 

Participant Editor, Pitzer College, 1050 N. Mills Avenue, Claremont, CA 91711-6101. 

PHI NTE D O N I\EC't CLED P\PEH 



I 

PRESIDENT 

Focus on the Facultv 
of 

am proud to report that Pitzer College has again made national news : Senior Juan De Lara was cho 

sen to receive a Rhodes Scholarship to study at the University of Oxford in England; and Alexander 

Astin, a noted researcher on higher education, named Pitzer as one of the 11 colleges in the country 

rated outstanding in the areas of both teaching and faculty research. These distinctions may be no 

surprise to the Pitzer community, but they are important public tributes . 

No issue is more central to the current debate about the value of higher education than the relationship of 

teaching and research. Traditionally, the quality of our colleges and universities has been judged on the quan

tity of faculty research. In the past five years, it has become ever more clear that faculty members who are 

devoted to research as a top priority are not necessarily the most qualified to teach college students. We have 

not debated this either/or of teaching or research at Pitzer; it has been an unquestioned assumption that these 

two activities are equally important and inseparable. Yet, what ,ve have been taking for granted, according to 

Astin, is rare among colleges today. 

As I reflected on this recognition of Pitzer's uniqueness , I realized we have been honoring an often over

looked truth: knowing, and communicating that knowing, are inseparable acts. To communicate, to teach, one 

must know one's audience. The Pitzer faculty's desire and ability to learn who our students are - their worlds , 

countries, languages, neighborhoods-are the linchpins that hold together their teaching and research. 

Juan De Lara's election as a Rhodes Scholar is a grea.f achievement for Juan and, at the same time, a testi

mony to Astin's recognition of Pitzer. In this case, Nigel Boyle, Jose Calderon, all members of the sociology 

field group, and many other professors took time for Juan, finding him as important and exciting as their own 

research. Indeed, Juan and Nigel teamed up in an innovative course entitled "Labor and Politics" to examine 

labor unions and to seek more just conditions for workers. 

vVe are a privileged college-with professors like Nigel and students like Juan. ~~at a place! 

Marilyn Chapin Massey 

PI'I:sir/PIlI 
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N E VV S 

External Studies Print and Clay Project 
"Intercultural Geometries," a tile mural now installed in the Gold Student Center, is one of two projects 

recently completed as part of the Intercultural Perspectives Through Art project, funded by a grant from the 

National Association of Foreign Student Advisors (NAFSA) Cooperative Grants Program. International and 

American students were paired, and worked together on sets of six tiles and on linoleum block prints . The 

tiles were combined to form a mural, and the prints have been made into bookplates. The project was 

designed to promote intercultural understanding through the universal language of art. 

Alumni College 
Miss those stimulating conversations with 

Pitzer faculty and friends? Join alumni 

for the Second Annual Alumni College 

featuring faculty lectures and seminars. 

Alumni College takes place on Saturday, April 27, during 

reunion weekend and is open to alumni from all years. 

Explore this year's theme of "Love" through an interdis

ciplinary approach with Professors Mita Banerjee, Don 

Brenneis, Betty Farrell, Steve Glass, Glenn Goodwin, 

Kathryn Miller, Sheryl Miller, Peter Nardi, Ellin Ringler

Henderson, John Rodman, Barry Sanders, Susan Seymour 

and Michael Woodcock. The day promises to provide 

provocative discussions without the worry of an exam! 

I"oge 2 / r, "ill leI· '9,()6 



Ranee 1110rales '98 Mixes Sports, 
Academics and Social 
Commitment 
Pitzer sophomore Ranee Morales is used to tack

ling things head-on. So last year when this fresh

man "walked on" and won a starting position on 

the women's Sagehen softball team, those who 

know her well were not surprised. After all, 

Morales was a four-year letterman in volleyball 

and softball at Nogales High School in La 

Puente, Calif. 

The starting spot Morales won was center

field. Her new challenge for this season, 

which began on February 10, is a move to the infield 

as the starting shortstop. "I'm a perfectionist," says Morales. "I was really 

comfortable at centerfield. I'm going to have to work even harder now." 

Morales is optimistic about the Pomona-Pitzer team's prospects for th is year. "We 

have a lot of returning players, a great new coach and a positive attitude. I think it's 

going to be a great season," she reports. 

An environmental studies major, Morales' winning attitude on the field is also evi

dent in her academic life and career plans for the future. "I want to go straight to 

graduate school, either Humboldt State or the University of Washington," says 

Morales. "Then I'd like to work internationally in environmental studies-learn about 

different ecosystems around the world and how culture affects attitudes toward the 

environment. Then I'd like to be an activist lobbying Congress on environmental 

issues-and eventually an environmental advisor to a future president." 

And yes, Morales does see a place for softball in her future. She wants to play on 

club teams after college and maybe even coach Little League. (TS) 

We Ahvays Knew vVe Were on the Right Track 

Anew study names Pitzer one of the 

top 11 teaching and r~sLrch col 

leges in the country. The study, con

ducted by the Higher Education 

Research Institute (HERI) of the 

University of California, Los Angeles, 

places Pitzer in the company of Bard, 

Bryn Mmvr, Carleton, Colorado, Harvey 

Mudd, Occidental, Smith, Swarthmore, 

'\lheaton and 'Williams Colleges. 

The purpose of the study was two

fold: first to determine if it is possible 

for higher education institutions to 

emphasize both research and teaching; 

and second, if so, to discover what 

unique features allow those institutions 

to "have it both ways." 

The results suggest that Pitzer and 

other selective, residential, liberal arts 

colleges come "closer than any other 

type in the American system to achiev

ing a balance between research and 

students." (ED) 



Come Home to Claremont 
Attention, allllnnifrom the classes of1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986 and 1991: Your 

reunion weekend is just around the cornerl 

The dates are Fridax, Saturdax and Sundax, April 26 through 28, 1996. Mark 

xour calendar now and plan to attend this fonjilled weekend of filcult,Y lectures, 

campus tours of the new buildings, parties, class dinners and all-around merri

ment. 

Alumni.fr'Oln Pomona, CJl1C and Harvq Jl1udd will also be reunioning 

this weekend. Come see olel friends, make new ones, meet current students 

and visit old jwunts. 

Call the Alumni Office at 909-621-8130 for more iriformation or to vol

unteer YOlir help. 

Conflict Resolution: Pitzer Teams Up Wz'th the Public Schools 

Pitzer College and Garvey 

Intermediate School in 

Rosemead, Calif., initiated an 

innovative partnership fall semes 

ter to reduce 'conflict and inter-

ethnic tension at Garvey. 

Supported as part of a $45,000 

grant from Southern California 

Edison, Pitzer students worked 

program at Garve),. of Social Conflict in Schools and 

Twelve Pitzer students, compris- Communities," a sociology course 

ing a range of ethnic backgrounds, taught by Pitzer Professors Jose 

worked extensively over a three- Calderon and Betty Farrell. The 

month period with the Garvey stu- Conflict Resolution Project was 

dents, meeting weekly in sessions conceived in 1993 by Calderon 

at both Garvey and Pitzer. and Farrell, who initiated the pro-

Together, the students examined gram at three Alhambra, Calif., 

some of the obvious as well as high schools. (AE) 

with Garvey students to promote more subtle stereotypes and 

intercultural communication and prejudices which 

respect for diversity and to undermine social 

develop practical solutions, includ- cohesion, and devel

ing peer mediation. Additionally, oped the techniques 

Pitzer students worked extensively and skills of conflict 

with 25 seventh- and eighth-grade resolution. 

students, training them in conflict Pitzer students 

resolution techniques. These "con- participating in the 

flict managers" form the founda- program were 

tion of an ongoing peer mediation enrolled in "The Roots 
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Posters Chronicle Social Protest 

T 

i.,---

Local, national and international issues are depicted in an exhibition of posters entitled "Los Angeles: At the Center 

and on the Edge," on display through May 12 at Broad Center's Nichols Gallery. 

Reflecting the energy of people working for peace, justice and unity throughout the world, the posters address an 

array of political and social subjects of concern to Los Angeles artists of the last 30 years. They condemn the racism 

of the Japanese internment camps and the beating of Rodney King and protest U.S. interventions in Vietnam, 

Central America and the Persian Gulf. They also speak to AIDS-related issues, ecology and the rights of women, 

children, lesbians and gay men. While some were created by well known artists such as Robbie Conal and Yriena 

Cervantez, the majority were produced by emerging or under-recognized artists. 

According to Carol Wells, executive director of the Center for the Study of Political Graphics and co-curator of the 

exhibition, the posters depict a humanitarian and activist side of Los Angeles that is frequently overlooked. "Los 

Angeles is often seen as a fringe without substance, hype without heart," Wells said. "In reality, Los Angeles is a city 

of profound contrast and extraordinary vitality and creativity, and many Los Angeles artists, art collectives, art center 

and community organizations have made important contributions to political poster production over the last 30 years." 

The exhibition was organized by Michael Woodcock, professor of art, and Carol Wells. The exhibit is open during 

the regular business hours of the college. (MH) 
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OPENING THE DOOR TO THE IVORY TO\VEll 

D avid Sadava is accustomed to answering stu~

dent questions about the complex, cellular

level issues surrounding the growth and treatment 

of cancer tumors. It's his job. As professor of biol

ogy at the Joint Science Center of The Claremont 

Colleges and holder of the Pritzker Foundation 

Chair, he does this every day, both in the lab and 

the classroom. 

But being asked probing questions about cancer 

cells by a college maintenance worker or an office 

assistant is a new experience for 

Sadava- and one he welcomes. 

In fact this is an experience that 

Sadava orchestrated and is now 

promoting to other faculty at 

The Claremont Colleges. 

"Traditionally, faculty and 

staff in academe have operated 

in very separate worlds; there is 

a gulf between them that needs 

to be bridged. '¥hen I switched the focus of my 

research and teaching to cancer, and staff members 

found out I knew something about this disease, I 

began getting all kinds of questions. Staff members 

wanted more information than they were getting 

from their health care providers. The class was an 

obvious way to offer information and help connect 

these two campus communities ." 

To publicize the course, Sadava contacted The 

Claremont Colleges' personnel directors, who were 

eager to get the word out to staff employees. The 

response was overwhelming: the course, which was 

limited to 25 students, was fully subscribed on the 

first day of registration with a waiting list of 60. 

Students included physical plant employees, secre 

taries , a duplicating technician, security personnel 

and a communications director. 

"The class was a lot of fun to 

teach. These students were inter

ested and motivated. The atten

dance was excellent. I've taught 

non-science majors before, so 

gearing the material to the appro
priate level has been feasible ," 

says Sadava. 

Other faculty joining Sadava by 

offering classes to staff this spring include Pitzer 

President Marilyn Chapin Massey, .vho is teaching 

"Religion and Politics"; Scripps Professor Cheryl 

Walker, "American Short Story"; and Joint Sciences 

Professor Stephen Naftilan, who teaches "Introduction 

to Astronomy." (TS) 

1995-96 Convocation Address Delivered by Benjamin Barber 
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Artist Gigi Spratley Returns to Clarenlon t 
-

New York artist and Pitzer alumna Gigi Spratley '80 returned to her alma mater for a 

one-person showing of her work in the Salathe Gallery. 
After graduating from Pitzer, Spratley earned an M.F.A. from The Claremont Graduate 

School. Living in Los Angeles until recently, Spratley's work has been exhibited 

in numerous one-person and group shows at galleries throughout Southern 
California. She also has served as a guest lecturer at UCLA, the University of La 
Verne, California State University, Fullerton, and the San Francisco Museum of 

Modern Art. 
"Low Life," Spratley's show at Pitzer, featured 30 small paintings, 

often presented in groupings much like religious or computer icons. 
The works featured insects, jellyfish, weeds and other lower life forms 
that, according to the artist, "are considered, for one reason or another, to 

be undesireable neighbors in our immediate environment." 
This body of work, which Spratley has been developing since 1991, is in reaction to humanity's desire to "dominate 

the natural world." The artist observes, "We have attempted to wage war on those parts of nature which threaten our sur

vival or thwart our progress, while exalting those which inspire us or bring us pleasure." (TS) 

The James Irvine Foundation Grants 

Professors Nigel Boyle (sociol

ogy), Karen Goldman 

(Spanish), Alexandra Juhasz (film 

and video), David Furman (art) 

and Richard Tsujimoto (psychol

ogy) are the five Pitzer faculty 

who received Irvine Enterprise 

Awards this spring. These awards 

support faculty efforts to inte

grate academic course work with 

field experience . 

Boyle is using his award to 

extend the boundaries of the 

Pitzer campus into the offices of 

the labor organizations and advo· 

cacy groups where his "Labor 

Internship" students do field 

work. Boyle hopes to develop 

'Veb sites on the Internet for 

union locals and advocacy groups 

so students on campus can com

municate with these organizations 

via e-mail and real -time video and 

audio. This use of new technolo

gies will help support Pitzer's 

social responsibility goal. 

Goldman plans to facilitate the 

development of a new Pitzer 

External Studies site in Venezuela, 

the first one located in the region. 

Her award will be used to organize 

the curriculum, both at Pitzer and 

in Venezuela, and to make the 

progranl congruent with Pitzer's 

educational obj e titves. 
Furman continues his work 

with at-risk youths at the Ontario 

Youth Center, setting up and pro: 

viding ceramics activities, along 

with interns from Pitzer, three 

times a week. Thanks to the grant, 

he was al)le to purchase t"vo elec
tric kilns and potter's wheels to 

better equip the facility. 

Tsujimoto will use his aWaTd to 

develop a new course called 

Prtge 7 / II illle,' 1.'J.'J6 

"Asian Americans: Applied 

Psychology." The course will com

bine traditional academic methods 

with a required community service 

internship in which students will 

work with economically disadvan

taged Asian Americans. 

Juhasz has used her grant to 

develop a new course, "Video and 

Diversity," which teaches students 

how to use video technology in 

support of community activism. 

Pitzer students will root out the 

"isms" in their community: racism, 

sexism, ageism ancl classism, and 

document their findings on video

tape. The tapes ",rill be edited into 

a television program, in conjunc

tion with 12 other colleges spon

sored by PBS, designed to create a 

constructive public dialogue about 

diversity issues. (TS) 



DEVELOPMENT 

Katie Lawson Memorial Fund 

E stablished in 1973 by family and friends of Katie Lawson, the f'und 

awards stipends to sophomore and junior students who are chosen 

through an ann lal proposal competition. The awards support summer 

projects or senior-year independent study projects that have great social 

significance. 

Katie '73 was a psychology major who devoted much of her time to 

helping others: she tutored in the Riverside area, spent a year at the 

Deverelu School in Santa Barbara, and entered the Smith School of 

Social "Vork after graduating from Pitzer. She often expressed concern that other Pitzer stlldents might not be 

able to do similar "work for lack of transportation or living funds, and might miss opportunities to develop their 

own innovative projects. 

Fanlily and friends continue to support this special tribute to Katie and provide financial assistance to stu

dents who have chosen to help others. Should you wish to contribute, please contact the Advancement Office 

at 909-621-8130. 

Foundations Think Globally 

Pitzer's international programs will contain state-of-the-art, The 

got a boost froml:'wo New York- multi-media language and culture new grants 

based foundations. The Booth learning facilities. complement 

Ferris Foundation granted The Starr Foundation other recent founda-

$100,000 to complete funding for awarded Pitzer $100,000 to aug- tion grants for international CUI'-

the new Language and ment the c.v. Starr Endowed ricula and program development 

Culture Laboratory. Scholarship Fund. The addition from The Fletcher .Jones 

The laboratory, will support students who partici- Foundation ($100,000) and The 

located in Broad pate in the college's External William and Flora Hewlett 

Hall and opening Studies program in b'aditional Foundation ($71,000). 

this spring, medicine, based in Shanghai. 



College 
Endowment 
Grows 

Did you know that we are "neck-and-neck" with the California Institute of 

the Arts for the largest endowments in the nation for private institutions of 

higher education that were founded in the 1960s? 

At the close of last fiscal year, the market value of Pitzer's endowment 

was almost $30 million-great news for a college that recently celebrated 

its 30th anniversary. 

This accomplishment is due in large measure to the leadership of trustee 

Susan Pritzker (parent of Jobie Pritzker '93), who chaired a six-month 

endowment drive of close to $3 million, to the dedicated efforts of the 

board's Investment Committee (chaired by Hirschel Abelson, parent of 

Adam Abelson '92), and to the generosity of our alumni, parents and 

friends. (See the honor roll of donors in the fall 1995 Participant). 

Why is a healthy endowment important? Generated interest helps the 

college hold down the rate of tuition increases, provides student scholar

ships and yields funds for attracting the highest quality faculty. 

Plans are Underwav for 
01 

Planned Giving Progranl ; , 
,J. 

Pitzer will be obtaining a license necessary to issue charitable gift 

annuities for our alumni and friends. Like th e other Claremont 

Colleges, Pitzer will afford another opportun ity for our loyal supporters 

to make a meaningful contribution to the college, with the additional 

benefit of receiving an income stream. , \ T e anticipate that the program 

will be up and running by September . , Vatch for fur ther information. 



F A C U L T Y 

BOB \LI~I~HT' s (psychology/ 
emeritus) recent publications 
include "The Achievement of 
Eminence: A Longitudinal 
Study" in "Beyond Terman" 
(Ablex Publishing Co.); "The 
Contribution of Early Family 
History to the Achievement of 
Eminence" in "Talent 
Development" (Ohio 
Psychology Press); and 
"Madison Avenue Comes to 
Academe" in the Creative 
Research Journal. Albert co
chaired and presented a paper 
at the American Psychological 
Association's convention last 
August in New York and has 
been invited to give a talk at 
the University of Kansas next 
September. 

DESERT AS PLACE 
at Navy Pier, Chicago; U.S. Art 
Fair '95 in San Francisco; "30 
Ceramic Sculptors" at the 
John Natso ulas Gallery, Davis, 
Calif. ; the L.A. Modernism 
exhibition; "Contemporary 
American Ceramics" at the 
Bank of America Gallery in 
San Francisco; and the 8th 
Annual L.A. Art Fair. 
Furman's work is featured in 
the newly published I-larry N. 
Abrams book, "Tools as Art. " 

by Paul Faulstich, professor of environmental studies 

" BLUE DESERT" I f 

Charles Bowden 
"THE DESERT SMELLS LIKE RAIN" 

Gary Paul Nabhan 

"AUDUBON SOCI ETY FI ELD GU I DE-DESERTS'~ 

James McMahan 
"THE DESERT READER" 

Peter Wild 
"DESERT SOLITAIRE" 

Edward Abbey 

Learn about cultural ecology and desert philosophy. Explore 

human relationships with arid lands, and how these rela-
tionships are expressed through various cultural mediums, 

including art, world view and subsistence patterns. From 
shaded river canyons in the American Southwest, to the 

\ICI'~L BO) LI~ (political stud
ies) is teaching his first 
"Gennan Across the 

CU~\ \ \. COOI)\\ I \ (soci
ology) will conduct a special 
plenary on C. \Vright Mills at 
the annual meetings of the 
Pacific Sociological 
Association in Seattle this 
spring. At the same meetings 
he will organize and preside 
over a session, "Teaching 
Humanistic Sociology 

scorching "Red Center" of Australia, learn about desert Humanistically." Goodwin also 
Curriculum" course and ecosystems and investigate how human populations explain will organize a session on 
"Labor Internship ." Internship and express their existential situations in these habitats. humanistic sociological theory 
students will be placed with for the fall 1996 meetings of The above texts are the key to your journey. 
labor unions, worker advocacy the Association for Humanist 
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jects in this service -learning course . Boyle also arranged to He ·wrote the lead chapter, "The Sociological Imagination: 
have the AFL-CIO Organizing Institute hold its inaugural From Personal Troubles to Public Issues," for "The Student's 
Faculty Conference/Training Session at Pitzer in January. Companion to Sociology" (Blackwell Press, England) due out 

P \ l I, F \ l LSTI Cli .j!) (environmental studies) presented a 
paper, "Designer Genes: Notes on a Natural History of Social 
Living," at the Third International Ecocity Conference in 
Senegal. Faulstich currently teaches a new course, "Ecology, 
Community and Design," which is geared toward envisioning 
and creating an ecologically sound future . 

I) \ \ II) Fl B'\L \ \ (art) continues a rigorous exhibition 
schedule. His ceramic artwork was featured recently in 
"Manifestazioni Internationali Della Ceramica" in Faenza, 
Italy. Nationally, his work was included in exhibitions at the 
\Vustum Museum of Fine Arts, Racine, "Vis.; "Influence and 
Inb.'ospection, Pacific T\T\V Ceramics" at the Corvallis Art 
Center, Ore.; "Cosas Preciosas" sponsored by the Yuma Fine 
Arts Association, Ariz.; "Sculptural Objects/ Functional Art" 

later this year. 

\LE\ .Il II \SZ (film and video) published "AIDS TV: 
Identity, Community and Alternative Video" (Duke University 
Press, Durham, N.C., 1995) and "Knowing Each Other 
Through AlDS Media" in "Late Editions," edited by George 
Manars (University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1995). Juhasz 
produced a feature film, "The \Vatermelon \Voman," directed 
by Cheryl Dunye, funded by NEA and currently in post-pro
duction, and she is in production on a documentary, "Cutting 
Edge: The History of Feminist Film & Video." 

H () \ \ LJ) \ I \ (: \ l L \ ) 's (linguistics) book "The Social Art: 
Language and Its Uses" came out in paperback this spring. 
Macaulay published a paper, "The Adverbs of Authority," in 
the journal English \;\,Torld-\Vide and presented two papers, 



"Ayrshire as a Linguistic Area" at the conference on New 
vVays of Analyzing Variation in Language at the University of 
Pennsylvania and "The Radical Conservatism of Scots," at an 
international sociolinguistics conference in Portugal. 

J () E P \ rI. I-. E rI. (East Asian thought) presented a paper, 
"I-Iistoricizing Gender Representations: Artistic Images of 
Japanese Zen Nuns of the 13th and 14th Centuries," at the 
conference "Images of'\;\fomen in Japanese Culture" at the 
University of Chicago. 

LlSS \ PETEHSE\ (writing) was honored for 10 years of 
service on the Claremont Unified School District Board of 
Education last fall . Petersen was on a panel, "Marketing the 
,\;\friting Center," at the National vVriting Centers Association 
Conference in St. Louis. 

\ \\ STI{()\IBEI{C (sociology) is spending three-and-one
half months at sea teaching three courses, "Medical 
Sociology," "vVomen at '\;\fork" and "Population and Society," 
through the University of Pittsburgh's Semester at Sea. 
Course material and assignments will be geared to· the coun
tries and regions students and faculty will visit, including 
Venezuela, Brazil, South Africa, Kenya, India, Vietnanl, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong and Japan. 

S \ LL'l I{ \S I-.() FF (sociology) presented a paper with co-

author Richard Sundeen (USC), "Trends in Volunteering: 
Analysis of a Decade," at the annual meeting of the 
Association for Research on Nonprofit Organizations and 
Voluntary Action in Cleveland. Raskoff, along with Sundeen, 
also received a grant from the Aspen Institute to research the 
role of secondary schools in promoting community service in 
Southern California. 

B \ R H'l S \ \ I) E HS (history of ideas and English) published 
his book "Sudden Glory: Laughter as Subversive History" 
(Beacon Press) last fall . 

IH 1)1 \ (lLTI (sociology) was a commentator for a panel, 
"Finding the Future in the Past? New Questions About the 
Early History of the Automobile," at a meeting of the Society 
for the History of Technology in Charlottesville, Va. 

\\ I'~H \ I'~H \\ \R \lBlH \ \ (history/emeritus) has been asked 
to contribute entries on Holland and Belgium for the Yale 
Holocaust Encyclopedia to be published by the Yale 
University Press. 

U l H \ \ \ I L I) I~ \T I L \ L (history) presented a paper on nurses 
in colonial southern Africa at the American Historical 
Association meetings last fall and is working on a book about 
German "vomen and colonialism, 1884-1933. 

DAN SEGAL APPOINTED "CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY" EDITOR 

Dan Segal, associate professor of anthropology and historical studies, was recently named editor of the scholarly journal 

Cultural Anthropology, one of the pre-eminent international journals in socio-cultural anthropology. Segal, only the third editor 

in the journal's 10-year history, has mapped out a number of goals. "Cultural Anthropology is unusually involved in cross-disci

plinary issues and debates," he says. "I would like to see [the journal] extend its past openness to other disciplines and build a 

broader audience for its authors." 

Segal launched a new, experimental section , "In the News," which consists of articles featuring discussions of topical sub

jects in the context of ongoing ethnographic and historical research. The idea is to enable ethnographers to offer alternative 

perspectives on issues deemed newsworthy by the mass media. 

"I think it is crucial to keep in mind that the primary way we communicate with a broader public is through teaching," says 

Segal. "Articles from 'In the News' will help us respond to student interest in connecting anthropology to the world around them." 

In keeping with his well-known enthusiasm for exploiting available technology, Segal plans to take full advantage of cyberspace. 

Use of the Internet, for instance, will simplify the article review proee~s', replacing international phone calls and mailings with elec

tronic communication. With the assistance of several work-study program students, 

Segal has already set up World Wide Web pages for the journal and will keep all manu

script records in a database, with plans to index all previously published articles on-line. 

Segal will edit Cultural Anthropology for four years, with a possible renewal for 

two more. He follows scholars at Rice and New York Universities. The arrangement 

is similar to the appointment Professor of Anthropology Don Brenneis held while 

editor of American Ethnologist from 1989 to 1994, when the mantle passed to fac

ulty at Harvard. 

"Historically," says Segal, "such journals have generally been located at major uni

versities ... Pitzer is distinctive as a small college in being asked not once, but twice, 

to house international scholarly journals." 
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RECRAFTING A TRADITION 

Hopi Women 
Revive the 
Art of 
Basketry 

T
he ceremony occurred in 
late October. In the north
eastern Arizona high desert, 

only a hint of autumn and a 
few clouds filled the open sky. Then the 
storm began. An aluminum cookie sheet 

hurtled toward the ground, followed by a 
cheese grater, and a plastic measuring cup. 
At the shower's height, the air filled with 

kitchen items, rising high and falling into the 
outstretched hands of the jostling crowd. "You 

have to stay alert to avoid getting hit," says Professor 
Sheryl Miller. The rain of gifts concludes tl1e Hopi 
Basket Dance, a day-long initiation ceremony of the Lakon 

Society, a Hopi women's society of basket makers. Not surpris
ingly, most prized among the falling sundries were the hand-woven 
baskets made by the initiates and their sponsors. PHOTOS BY SHERYL MILLER 

Miller, Pitzer professor of anthropology, has been studying Hopi baskeDY for 12 years . In her visits to tl1e villages of 
Second Mesa, she has watched the ceremony's cuhninating shower of gifts increase to a virtual downpom, indicating a 
resurgence of women who are learning the Ixaditional art of baskeuy ' Vhen Miller saw her first Basket Dance, she recalls 

about 50, mostly older, women dancing. In October she counted 110 women dancers, including some 55 
initiates. "The oldest echelon, who were dancing 12 years ago, aren't dancing now," she adds. One 

reason for the change is that baskets, long cherished for their u'aditional wortl1 and utili~y, can 
command hundreds of dollars in tl1e burgeoning collector's market. 

"vVhen I started my research on Hopi basketry, I u'ied to meet and talk to as many basket 
makers at Second Mesa as I could," Miller says. "I looked for older women, daughters, grand

daughters, and I found a wide network of friends ." Miller also found tl1at basket making 
seemed to have skipped a generation of women. This seemed lU1USUal. Baskeu,), has been a 

valued tradition on Second Mesa for generations. Plaques, which are flat round u'ays, serve as 

a type of social currency, according to Mil~er. They are given as gifts or as paybacks for favors 

/ rendered. Most plaques circulate tl1roughthe village, pass-
ing to many owners in a complex system of reciprocity that 

By Sheryl Gorchow-Stuart 
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affIrms kinship ties and helps maintain 

harmony within the village. 

"Vomen's crafts are specialized by 

mesa, Miller explains, because 

most Hopi women spend their 

lives in the village where they 

were born. Hopi villages on 

First Mesa and Third Mesa 

specialize in pottery and 

wicker basketTY, respec

tively. Second Mesa 

women use a coiling 

technique for basketry. 

Constructed of indige

nous yucca and galleta 

grass , the coiled bas

ket designs emerge 

from colors natural to 

the plants and through 

vegetal dyes. 

In ITaditional times, almost all Hopi 

women in Second Mesa villages made 

these baskets. However, in the 1950s 

enthusiasm for learning the time-con

smning art fell dramatically. Through 

the 1970s, the fInan cial return on bas

ketry was minimal. A basket, which 

can take several weeks of work, com

manded a modest market price of $ 1 

per diameter inch. Some women 

began to fInd work in teaching, con

struction and public administration. 

In the 1980s, an ethnic arts movement 

inspired serious collectors to pay top 

dollar for the best qualil), and creative 

work. Demand rapidly grew for the 

basketry common to Second Mesa vil

lages, and Hopi women's interest in 

basket making revived. 

Mill er 's research suggests that the 

consume r market has had little signifI

can t impact on the art of basketry, 

though perhaps the quality has 

improved at the upper end. In review

ing century-old desig11 elements at 

major museum collections and nevver 

design elements popular at Second 

·Mesa, the anthropologist has queried 

basket makers about the design 

changes over the past 100 years . 

While designs have gained and lost 

popularity among the Hopi, the 

underlying reasons for designs have 

remained the same. "Hopi artwork has 

a cultural integTity and relevance to 

their own lives," she says. Today's 

designs are overtly pictorial, repre

sentingthings relevant to the Hopi, 

such as a turtle, which symbolizes 

water - a precious element to desert 

farmers. "You won't fInd Mickey 

Mo use in a Hopi design," Miller com

ments. Buyers fInd the pict-ures more 

accessible tl1an the older geometTic 

representations, but this is more inci

dental tl1an intentional. "The buyer's 

demand is not enough to force a 

design change," Miller says. 

The collectors ' market has led to 

the rapid increase in basket makers, 

which, in tmn, is helpi§lg Hopi women 

maintain their status against contem

porary pressures. In traditional Hopi 

society, women held a relatively high 

social status, owning proper ty and liv 

ing in maternal households with their 

extended fanlilies. Husbands would 

join a household through marriage 

and would leave the household only 

througl; divorce or death. Today, 

lVliller notes that more Hopi are 

choosing to live as nuclear fanlilies. 

Many older women, who expected to 

be at the center of their families , are 

living alone. The new arrangement 

diminishes women's traditional 

power. These women were born into 

one culture but are grovving old in 

another culture, Miller adds. 

,\Thile the money from basketry 

helps preserve women's status, it can 

create tensions in a society that values 

reciprocity and devalues individual 

gain. One woman, for example, sold a 

single large basket and bought a new 

truck with her earnings . This show of 

wealth resulted in some hard feelings 

in the village. 

Membership in the Lakon Society 

helps ease these potential problems. It 
provides a place for all women to 

maintain tlleir social integTation in 

Hopi village life, and it provides a 

group sanction for baskeb.y If a basket 

maker does not join, Miller observes, 

she would be viewed as stealing fTom 

her own culture for personal gain. The 

Lakon Society ensures that the Hopi 

ethic of reciprocity preseveres through 

occasions such as tlle Basket Dance. 

The annual Basket Dance initiation 

entails a great giveaway of gifts, a shar

ing of wealth. An initiate must have a 

sponsor to join, who makes for her a 

special plaque to use at the ceremony. 

In return, the sponsor receives a gift 

from the initiate. Throughout the four

year initiation period, membership 

entails a huge fInancial investment. 

Each initiate must throw many hun

dreds of dollars worth of gifts, includ

ing plaques. Many of the plaques 

thrown at the ceremony eventually 

enter tlle ethnic arts market. By pre 

serving Hopi values of reciprocity, cul

tural validation , village integration and 

redisb.'ibution of wealtll, the Basket 

Dance, and basketry in general, 

affIrms how Hopi women past and 

present sustain Hopi society. 



Juan De Lara 

Activist Scholarl 
Rhodes Schoar 

By Anne Elmajian 



They came to honor "one of their own." 

Maintenance workers and housekeepers joined 

faculty, family, students and staff at Pitzer's 

McConnell Living Room because one of their 

own had made it: not because he left behind 

who he was or where he came from, but 

because of who he was and where he had been. 

Noone at Pitzer College should have been 

surprised at the many service workers who 

joined in the December reception to honor 

Juan De Lara, Pitzer's first Rhodes scholar. 

After all, in his sophomore and junior years, 

Juan was instrumental in organizing and 

mediating on behalf of the workers, including 

those employed by the college's food,;service, 

winning important concessions and, in the 

process, gaining their friendship and respect. 

Prtge I.) / II I"lel' If).'}(; 

hese workers , 

invisible to too 

many eyes, are at 

the heart and 

soul of who Juan 

is . "I see my 

mother [a hospital housekeeper] 

in their faces . Or my father [a 

mechanic], or any of the neigh

bors' friends and relatives I 
grew up with," says Juan. 

The seventh of eight children 

born to immigrant farm laborers, 

Juan spent much of his child

hood working in the fields with 

his parents. ' \lith Spanish as his 

first language, Juan attended 

Coachella Valley High School 

and is the first in his family to 

attend college. 

From his first days on cam

pus, Juan De Lara stood out. 
"Juan was a firebrand," relllelll

bel's his academic advisor Nigel 

Boyle, assistant professor of 

political studies, "but never a 

Johnny-one-note. Juan was 

tremendously effective - and 

dang:erous - because of his abil 

iLy to tie together a tremendous 

desire for social change with a 

tremendous intellectual drive. 

"From my first class with him, 

back in his firs t semester, it was 

obvious that he was destined for 

great things. Since that time, I've 

watched Juan have a huge 

impact on every institution he 

has come into contact ·with. 

These impacts have mostly been 

highly beneficial to the institu

ti.ons ," notes Boyle. 

Nigel first began thinking 

about the Rl10des Scholarship 

during Juan's sophomore year. 

By that time Juan had already 

been involved in numerous on-



change them." 

Referring to his efforts on behalf 

of the maintenance workers, Juan 

says, "That was not just an intellec

telal game or pursuit. That was 

about real people, about whether or 

not people would have the means 

to feed and clothe their families." 

"Real people" were at the heart 

of another of Juan's many cam

paigns: the recent fight against 

California's Proposition 187. "That 

was all about Juan's family, his 

communi!)" the workers he had 

struggled with," said Calderon. 
"·While he ultimately lost that 

Referring to his efforts on behalf of the maintenance workers, Juan says, "That was not 

just an intellectual game or pursuit. That was about real people, about whether or not 

people would have the means to feed and clothe their families." 

campus and community outreach 

activities , was an outstanding stu

dent, and headed the Pitzer 

College Student Senate . 

Rhodes nominees are judged on 

the basis of their intellectual attain

ment, character, potential for lead

ership, and the energy to use their 

talents to the fullest. This year, 

more than 1,000 men and women 

applied from the U.S .; just 32 were 

selected for the prestigious two

year scholarship to Great Britain's 

Oxford University. 
"I never doubted whether Juan 

was ready for the Rhodes 

Scholarship," says Boyle. "Rather, I 

wasn't sure that the Rhodes Trust 

would be ready for Juan!" 

In fact, the goals of the two insti 

tutions' Pitzer and Rhodes, are 
remarkably similar, especially in 

their drive to develop tomorrow's 

leaders. Both institutions, too, 

share a belief that academic learn-

ing and a sense of social responsi 

biliLy can go hand-in -hand and can, 

in fact, strengthen one another. 

"Juan's passion to help his com

munity is coupled with a pragma

tism that has pushed him to search 

out the most effective tools to 

achieve his goals," explains his 

other faculty advisor, Jose Calderon, 

professor of sociology and Chicano 

studies. Jose credits Pitzer's unique 

learning enviromnent and its inte

gration of social responsibility into 
the curriculum with "giving Juan 

the tools he needed and then allow

ing and encouraging that passion to 

be utilized." 

Juan explains, "Growing up in a 

poor, working-class immigrant 

fanlily, I was always aware of the 

constant stTuggle against racism , 

inequality and social injustice . 

Pitzer has given me the language to 

identify these issues, to make sense 

of them, and to do what I can to 

struggle, he and some of his fellow 

students had a m<0or impact on the 

campus as a whole. They forced a 

lot of the students - and the fac

ulLy- to look at this issue in real 

life terms ." 

Boyle further notes that Juan 
exemplifies another of Pitzer's 

most unique and valued featelres : 

its emphasis on interdisciplinary 

learning. "The breadth and depth 

that Juan brings to his learning are 

remarkable, and they are exactly 

the qualities that set him apart 

from others. He wi.ll drop some of 

his poetry into the middle of an 

analysis of the National Lal)or 

Relations Board or discuss Chicano 

literateLre in the middle of an essay 

on German citizenship law. From 

·women 's studies' to chemistry to lit

erature, Juan infuses the classroom 

with these varied perspectives ." 

Both Boyle and Calderon per

ceive Juan's achievements to be a 



validation of Pitzer's commitment 

to social responsibility. "Pitzer gave 

Juan the tools and resources to 

make a difference. But Juan's expe 

rience outside of Pitzer, within the 

community, is what brings those 

tools to life," explains Calderon. 

"To really make an impact in the 

world, you can't have one without 

the other. " 

That belief underpins Juan's 

desire to be a "scholar activist. " 

Says Juan, "I have tw·o great 

desires - one for intellectual learn

ing and discourse, and the second 

for organizing to empower others. 

,Vithout translating theory into 

practice, there's no point to learn

ingthetheory. " 

Juan expects to get plen l)' of the 

latter at Oxford University. "It is the 

intellectual crossroads of the world. I 

will have the opportLUuty to engage 
in conversation with some of dle 

brightest people in the world." He is 

particularly anxious to learn of the 

progressive political, labor and social 

movements of Europe, which should 

add immeasurably to ills dual m~or 

of labor stuclies and sociology. 

Maintaining the connection 

between academic learning and 

taking action ~will be the key to 

Juan's fULure success, says 

Calderon. "Juan intuitively seems 

to know what many others never 

grasp," he explains. "You don' t 

have to be a spectator in life . 

Instead, you can be a participant. 

You can make a difference . By our 

writing, by our speaking, by our 

teaching, vve can be a part of his

tory.\Ve can make an impact. , Ve 

can change lives. " 

Clearly, Jose , Nigel and other 

professors and teachers along the 

way have changed Juan's life. That 

mentoring relationship is one of 

the things that most attracted Juan 

to Pitzer. "I didn't want to be one 

of 500 students in a huge class

room," says Juan. He was also 

100lGng for a college that would 

allow him to establish relationships 

with his professors. "In those early 

days of my freshman year, it made 

a tremendous difference to me to 

learn of Jose's similar background; 

he immediately understood what I 

was going through, and how very 

foreign Pitzer was to me." 

That influence cuts bodl ways, 

says Boyle. "Increasingly, I regard 

Juan as a colleague rather than a 

student. In fact, I will be drawing on 

his expertise for much of this 

spring's 'Labor and Politics' course." 

If there is one lesson that Juan 

wants others to t:1ke from his expe

rience, it is that his story really 

should not be all that exceptional. 

"There are a lot of lGds out there 

just like me, with just as much 

potential. But, inherendy, the sys

tem doesn't let them through. 

Instead, a lot of barriers get thrown 

in their way. I had a lot of lucky 

breaks, but luck shouldn't have any

thing to do with it. 

"My work is all about making it 

possible for other lGds to 'break 

through ,'" says Juan. "But Pitzer 

and other institutions also bear a 

great responsibili ty to reach out 

and to make higher learning and 

college more accessible. That 

awareness and that commitment 

must be there if we are really to 

change our world ." 

Says Juan, "I have two great desires-one for intellectual learning and discourse, and the 

second for organizing to empower others. Without translating theory into practice, there's 

no point to learning the theory." 



By Patricia Yarborough 

Having a 
Making a 

Voice
Difference 

Professor Halford Fairchild 

T
here are convictions, and 

there is commitlnent. 

Halford H. Fairchild, Pitzer 

associate professor of psy

chology and Black studies, has the 

courage of both. 

His convictions are evident as a 

social psychologist, educator, author, 

editor and leclurer. 

His commitment has led him to 

live, as he did while growing up, in 

central Los Angeles. Fairchild and his 

wife, Denise, who has a Ph.D. in 

urban planning and works for a com

munity-based development corpora

tion, have a 4-year-old son, Marcus. 

An older son, Jeffrey, 26, is currently 

involved in finding his own course in 

life, although father and son commu

nicate frequently. 

"I would most like to live in 

Hawaii," Fairchild admits, "but I 

would feel guilry. In part, it is con

n ected with my commib.nent to stay

ing in touch v'lith real people and real 

problems." The professor admits tllat 

this is not always easy. ""\Ve bought a 

new car. Someone broke the window 

and took what tlley could." The inci

dent, Fairchild says, "renews my com

mib.nent to activist scholarship. W e 

have to make stTuctural, systemic 

changes so tllat people don't have to 

steal from their neighbors. " 

A 46-year-old native Californian, 

Fairchild isllie youngest of tllree chil

dren of an Afi'ican American fallier 

and an Asian American mollieI'. His 

parents, Flipper and Yuri Hosoi 

Fairchild, who met at a usa dance in 

Honolulu in 1943, were featured five 

years ago in a Los Angeles Times story 

on the complexities of relationships 

between Asian and Mrican Americans 

and their racially mixed marriage. 

The younger Fairchild, who has 

been at Pitzer since 1993, holds a 

Ph.D. from the Universiry of:Michigan, 

a master's degree from California State 

Universit)" Los Angeles, and a bache

lor's degree in psychology n'om 

UCLA. A former assistant professor 

of psychology at UCLA, Fairchild 

was a research psychologist at the 

UCLA Center for Language 

Educaton and Research, has lectured 

inllie Black Studies Department at 

California State Universit:y, Long 

Beach, and the Pan African Studies 

Department at California State 

Universit)" Los Angeles. 

Although he says that he has not 

been at Pitzer long enough to sense 

any significant changes in student atti

tudes, Fairchild finds tlle students in 

the five classes that he is currently 

teaching "uniformly talented and 

highly motivated. " Some, he says, are 

"quite brilliant. I have a lot to learn 

from the students here. " 

Fairchild explains that there are 12 

major areas within the field of psy

chology. "Social psychology is the 

study of behavior within a social con

text." His interests are in intergroup 

relations and race relations. A strong 

proponent of black studies, Fairchild 
cites scholar Carter G. vVoodson, who 

wrote in 1933 that the mis-education 

ofllie Negro is a mis-education of 

everyone. 

A former national president of The 

Associali on of Black Psychologists , 

Fairchild has no illusions aJ)out his 

own field when it comes to opportu

nities for persons of color. "There are 

a complex set of issues. Education 

has been an area that has been his tor-



ically denied. Some of these old laws 

die hard. Even though the laws have 

been dismantled, the practices have 

not." Fairchild points out that literacy 

is a major hurdle. "The numbers are 

cut into a third before the end of high 

school. Then there are competing 

professions . Health - everyon e wants 

to be a doctor - education, business, 

law. Moreover, the opportunities to 

pursue graduate training are very 

thin. Another element is that psychol

ogy as a discipline has more than its 

share of racism." 

That is particularly evident, 

Fairchild believes, in such works as 

"The Bell Curve" (1994), written by 

Charles Murray and Richard 

Herrnstein, and, although popular, 

widely criticized in scientific circles 

for inferring causal relationships from 

what are essentially correlational data. 

During a discussion of the book on a 

KSPC radio program earlier this year, 

Fairchild pointed out that Murray and 

Herrnstein are essentially represent

ing old ideas that reflect the "school 

of scientific racism." He adds that the 

book is an example of racism with 

political and ideological motives. 

'What has the tone of discussion 

been on Claremont campuses about the 

controversial work? "There have been a 

variety ofresponses," Fairchild replies, 

"but for the most part, the scholarly 

commlUuty has treated 'The Bell Curve' 

with well-deserved criticism." 

Improvement could corne in the 

field of psychology, Fairchild advises, 

through several steps. One would be 

diversification of the profession and 

"voices of reason to debunk racism. 

Getting more people of color involved 

is the minimum." He says that recent 

developments, such as attacks on 

affirmative action, have been discour

aging. He has defined the 1990s as a 

"In many respects the integration 

of Black history as well as other 

disciplines in Black studies into 

the public discourse can be viewed as a 

rescuing of the intellectual integrity of the 

entire society." 

conservative, reactionary time when 

racist ideas, reactionary social policies, 

and rebuilding and re-structuring 

inequality "are given a lot of air time 

... and the stamp of legitimacy. 

""Vhat challenges me more is my 

own pursuit of having a voice that 

makes a difference in the world," 

Fairchild says. He observes that the 

economic well-being of the citizenry 

of this country h as declined in the last 

20 to 30 years. V\1henthat occurs, 

Fairchild notes, "people scapegoat 

vulnerable groups." 

One of Fairchild's avenues toward 

making that difference in the world is 

his work as the editor of Psych 

Discourse, the monthly news journal 

of the 1200-member Association of 

Black Psychologists. The ptiblication 

has a circulation of 1,300 worldwide, 

"from South Mrica to Santa Barbara." 

A compilation of articl on theoreti

cal and empirical research, along ,.yjth 

cOlnmentary, service announcenlents, 

listings of recent publications, job and 

intern opportunities, and announce

ments of conferences and news items 

on members, the journal, Fairchild 

says, "is a labor of love." 

"In many respects," Fairchild says, 

"th e integration of Black history as 

well as other disciplines in Black stLld

ies into the public discourse can be 

viewed as a rescuing of the intellectual 
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integrity of the entire society. So 

much that we know about the world is 

lies, myths and distortions that have 

extolled the virtues of one group at 

the expense of others." 

In his world away from work, there 

are different configurations to 

Fairchild's life. He enjoys running, 

anywhere from two to 10 miles, 

depending on the time available, three 

or four days a week. He plays racquet

ball and has a passion for chess that 

carries over to a weekly class that h e 

teaches at a center for inner-city 

youth near his home. He played in the 

North American open chess tourna

ment this winter. 

,.vith his young son, the soft-spoken 

professor says that he likes to get on 

his hands and knees to "share the 

view" from his son's level. The two 

spend time together at Marcus' new 

computer as ·well. He and his wife, 

Fairchild says, are making a commit

ment to do more traveling, both with 

their son and together. "I find myself 

changing," Fairchild says, "I feel that 

the most important thing is family." 

Even in an oftentimes discouraging 

world, Hal Fairchild has an aim for 

the future. "I think we have to recog

nizethat we have a continuing charge 

to make America what America is 

supposed to be." And he adds, "The 

human population is really one race. " 



It 

I PITZER ON-LINE 

ust a few decades ago, the connection between technology and students was not a close one. Students 

might learn computer programming languages or they might construct mathematical models using 

terminals connected to a remote mainframe. Very few people could envision a day when students 

would be demanding Internet hook-ups in their dorm rooms and e-mail would become a preferred 

method of communication. 

But so it is . And with the increased demand for new technologies, the college's computing muscle has groWIl. 

Since 1993, three new buildings have appeared on campus, all of them pre-wired with network cables ready for 

desktop PC connection. The network backbone connecting academic buildings was completed; classrooms, fac

ulty and staff offices in old buildings were retro-fitted; and the campus network was connected to the Internet. 

All this was made possible by generous grants from such organizations as The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation and 

The James Irvine Foundation. 
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ut how does all this affect 

and enhance what goes 

on in the classroom? 

Nigel Boyle, a profes

sor in the political stud

ies field group, finds 

skepticism of new tech

nology understandable. Teachers 

interested in the Internet, for 

instance, must be wary of putting 

"expensive new gizmos" to frivolous 

use, h e says, or of substituting a 

costly machine for a book. 

That doesn' t mean you won't 

find a home page for Boyle on the 

Internet. There is one, along with 

\Veb pages for all his courses. 

Praclicalil), demands it, he says. 

\Veb pages aTe nothing more than 

multi -media documents controlled 

by tl1e "owner" and available to 

anyone connected to the Internet: a 

simple, yet powerful, means of 

communication. "[I-lome pages] can 

recruit students to my classes, just 

as the college can recruit students 

or reach the parents of prospective 

students," says Boyle. "They in turn 

can see Pitzer teaches things in a 

rather different way, that there is a 

strong participatory element." 

Boyle and Professor Tom Ilgen, 

who team-teach an introductory 

political studies course, have made 

use of the Internet that extends faT 

beyond surfing. ligen, who does 

not consider himself a computer 

expert, first began to experiment in 

cyberspace last summer. He is very 

concerned that technological inno

vation serve the appropriate pur

poses. "I can't speak for all classes," 

he says, "but we use it mainly as a 

way to get access to information 

quickly, to get students more infor

mation than they could otherwise 

find in a library. 

"The Internet is not going to 

replace the library's resources ," he 

adds, "but it will augment them." 

As designed, the course requires 

no special computer experience, 

instead offering tutorials on 

Internet access al1d providing a 

consultant to students. During the 

semester, students read on-line 

n ewspapers and newsfeeds from 

aTound tl1e world; acquire e-mail 

subscriptions to eleclTonic newspa

pers; and locate and retrieve gov

ernment and international archives. 

Much of their "surfing" takes 

place completing such assignments 

as compiling reports on other 

countries. "It's amazing what stu

dents find just being told to go 

look," says Boyle. "These sorts of 

technologies are making me re

think the way I teach." 

Students in the course are also 

required to lobby public officials 

on current issues via electronic 
J 

mail. But perhaps their crovvning 

achievement was a joint project 

conducted with students at 

Miyazaki University in Japan. 

Students on both can1puses sur

veyed the public on several envi

ronmental issues, then came 

together via tl1e Internet to com

paTe their results. 

Sophomore Karina Kravchik 

participated in the real -time video

conference. "Talking to students 

in Japan through the computer, 

sharing our ideas, was an incredi

ble experience," she says. Kravchik 

also uses the Internet for research 

in other classes, to investigate 

opportunities to study abroad, and 

to communicate with friends at 

other colleges . 

If all this sounds suspiciously 

like fun, well, that's what learning 

ought to be, Ilgen concludes. But it 

is learning. "Use of these technolo

gies will expand what our st-udents 

can do. The demand from students 

and facult)' is growing inm1ensely. " 

If there is agreement on one 

aspect, it is that the next critical 

step to meet those demands must 

be to wire the residence halls . The 

network backbone dead -ends at the 

three dormitories - bad news for 

students today, many of whom 

arrive on campus with personal 

computers, expecting network con

nections in their rooms. Vice 

President for College Advancement 

Terry Jones lists wiring second 

only to scholarships in terms of 

fund -raising priorities. 

The job will require approxi

mately half a million dollars. "\Ve 
have a l1lunJ)er of proposals to foun

dations currently being considered," 

Jones says. "And we have every right 

to be optimistic, because 'we've been 

very successful in the last couple of 

years in obtaining foundation f1md

ing for Pitzer's technolog), needs." 

If Boyle and Ilgen are already 

humming efficiently down the 

information superhighway, 

Professor of Classics Steve Glass is 



You CALL THIS PROGRESS? 

magine a paperless course, where students access read

ing materials on the Internet. Imagine dormitories hum

ming with the whirring and clicking of hundreds of PCs. 

Imagine a Pitzer where the "in-bin" no longer overflows 

with memos, because communication il carried out on 

the campus electronic network. Sound great? 

Ecologically advantageous? Absolutely inevitable? 

midterm given on Saint Patrick's Day. 

There are other, more sinister consequences, to those who 

would answer technology's siren song. "It's almost pointless 

to assign a research paper when students can get a bibliogra

phy by pushing a button," says Greenberger. "That's not 

research. Research is stumbling around, getting your own 

ideas, not someone else's. 

Only in our nightmares, say some. Professor of History 

Allen Greenberger sounds a warning heard from others on 

l ( ,f 
I "The issue here is the process. [As a teacher], that's what 

campus as well. 

"Certainly, I see lots of uses for all 

these technologies," Greenberger says, 

"but the vast majority are neutral-they 

don't make any difference. What they do 

is make things prettier, much nicer to 

look at." Case in point: research papers 

prepared with word processors and laser 

printers. The quality of student work has 

not improved, he argues. "It just looks so 

good, you're afraid to give it a bad grade," 

he jokes. 

The notion of powerful editing software enabling students 

to hone multiple drafts is a fallacy, says Greenberger. What 

technology permits isn't necessarily practiced; students still 

sit down the night before a paper is due to write it. The dif

ference now is the work is submitted on laser-printed bond 

colorfully decorated with (unsolicited) graphics and illustra

tions. Greenberger even received leprechauns printed on a 

I 
I 
I I'm interested in, not the product." 

As for electronic mail-which 

Greenberger has used, on occasion-it 

may be fast and it may be fun, but what

ever else it is, it's not communication. E

mail and voicemail have opened the door 

~ to a total collapse of communication, 

: maintains Greenberger, because people 

: opt for high-tech when it might be better 

~ just to saunter down the hall and knock 
~ 

~ on someone's door. 

e "This [rejection] is not a Luddite o 
~ movement," Greenberger says, referring 

to the 18th-century textile workers who rioted and destroyed 

machinery they believed would lead to unemployment. "I love 

air conditioning, the remote control, and the automatic win

dows in my car. But I'm.not convinced the technology we're 

using in class helps students to think and then encourages 

them to communicate with each other and their teachers. 

None of that replaces face-to-face contact-nor should it." 

poised, after some fruslTating set-backs, 

to join them. Glass plans to integrate a 

program called Perseus in his "Classical 

Mythology" course. Perseus is ml award

winning, interactive, multi-media digital 

library on archaic and classical Greece. 

Glass believes in the progT31n suffi

ciently to have purchased the softw31'e 

3l1d hardware - including such pricey 

items as a CD -ROM drive, monitor, 3l1d 

video disk player- with his own funds. 

Properly integrated into the course, 

Perseus is capable of allowing an old, 

established discipline to connect to stu

dents in new ways. "But it cml't possibly 

replace classroom time," Glass stresses . 

Perseus; the reali~y has been something 

else, according to Glass. Installation of the 

progTmll has been mm'red by technical 

glitches mld even the theft of some equip

ment. "The technical part of it is ~wemy

ingly complicated," he says. "Frmilly, I'm 

always half-amazed mld half-terrified." 

Once the progrmn is up and rtmning 

at Pitzer (a version is clll'rently availal)le 

at Honnold Library) stl.ldents will be able 

to follow multimedia "paths," created by 

Glass, exploring every aspect of Greek 

civilization, including literature, art, 

archeology, architecture, and geography. 

That's the possibility inherent in 

Glass, one of the senior members of 

Pitzer's faculty, brushes off suggestions 

he might more naturally fall within the 

leas t -likely -to -be -interested -in -cyberspace 

category. "If something cml help me, I'm 



going to take advantage of it," he says. 

"There is an old line that the only kind of 

ignorance which is shameful is that 

which is voluntalY. First you learn about 

something [new], then you reject it," he 

says. "There are certain aspects I do 

reject. For instance, I don't see the need 

for a personal [,Vorld 'Vide] ~Web page. 

Others see it as useful, I do not." 

In contrast, Dan Segal has utilized 

computers in every step of his career. 

The anthropology and historical studies 

professor is young enough to have had 

computer classes in high school; took a 

computer with him the first time he 

conducted field research; and notes that 

between home and office he has 

amassed four PCs. 

One of the most vocal proponents of 

new technology on campus, Segal 

requires his students to have e-mail 

accounts, guaranteeing a speedy 

response to their electronically submit

ted queries. He calls this extension of 

traditional office hours an "elect Tonic 

open door policy." '¥hen students do 

visit him in his office, he is happy to 

demonstrate bibliogTaphic searches 

from the PC on his desk. 

As if that weren't enough, Segal cur

rently is co-moderating the academic 

journal Cultural Anthropology. Use of 

the Internet has simplified the article 

review process, replacing a quagmire of 

international phone calls and mailings 
v\~th electronic conllnunication - at con

siderable cost savings to the college. 

Witll the assist:mce of several work-st-udy 

students, Segal set up ' Veb pages for the 

journal and keeps all manuscript records 

in a database, and has plans to index all 

previously published articles on-line. 

Segal is motivated by more than an 

appreciation of the power of technol

ogy. "Liberal arts colleges have always 

been about developing skills of thinking 

and communicating," he says. 

odd Richmond of 
the Joint Science 
Center is using 
the computer at 
an extremely 
advanced level. 
He has created 
interactive soft-

ware that allows students to 
explore three-dimensional 
protein molecules in his 
biochemistry class. 

"Information retrieval and storage ... is 

fully integral to our mission. 

"Given that these skills are going to 

be in the hands of the powers of the 

world, it becomes an issue of social 

responsibility to make them as accessi

ble as we can. A college that doesn't 

teach students to do this is not prepar

ingthem fully for the world they live in 

and will live in." 

To meet those needs, the college has 

designated grant money from the Irvine 

Foundation to fund a "coordinator" for 

computer education. This year, the first 

of the three-year grant, the position is 

held by Jim Hoste of the mathematics 

department. His main focus is to help 

faculty implement computing into the 

curriculum, with a secondary emphasis 

on increasing the computing presence 

on campus. 

Hoste works with individual faculty 

members on specifif p rojects. Last fall, 
he assisted Steve Glass and Professor 

of Political Studies Jack Sullivan, who 

prepared a new course that teaches stu

dents to analyze public policy with the 

help of Mathematica software, a com

putation program. Hoste also assists 

faculty and staff to create 'Veb pages, 

holding workshops throughout the 

semester, wher~ he sees a healthy cam

pus turnout and a lot of enthusiasm. 

F or every neophyte computer user, 

there are others working at extremely 
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advanced levels. Take Todd Richmond of 

Claremont's Joint Science Center, who is 

creating interactive sof1-warethat will 

allow students to visualize molecules. 

This semester, using a lap-top computer 

and over-head projection, Riclllnond will 

be able to depict three-dimensional rep

resentations of proteins in his biochem

istry class with applications he designed 

himself. "It's more work [for the teacher] 

but the payoff is bigger in the end- tlle 

students learn more and begin to think 

and conceptualize in three dimensions." 

As innovative and exciting as such 

projects undoubtedly are, the race to 

keep up with technological advances is 

one destinea never to be won. That's not 

really a negative, argues Hoste; manufac

turers and software writers are moving 

so fast that realistically, no one can keep 

1,lp. "Colleges are not exactly rolling in 

dough," he observes dryly. "But Pitzer is 

doing a hell of a lot with what we've got. 

The classes we're offering are excellent, 

and we have a first-rate [academic and 

administrative computing] staff." 

Resources are limited, and will 

always be limited, he concludes. "'0,1 e 

have to articulate our goals, because, as 

with anything, in order to get the most 

for your money you have to focus. We 

don't have that thought out completely 

yet, and it must be done. vVe've made 

really tremendous progress, but we're at 

a crossroads all the time." 



IN MY OVVN VVORDS 

Changing Our Perspective of the Oldest Old 
BY TOM PERLS '82, M.D., M.P.H. 

I recently had the honor of giving a 

talk on demographic selection to stu

dents and cherished faculty in the new 

vv. M. Keck Center that houses the 

Joint Sciences Department. Seeing :Meg 

Mathies there in the third row, second 

seat from the aisle, suddenly brought 

back the same feeling I experienced the 

last time I saw her in that spot (but in 

the old Joint Sciences Building)-pure 

stage fright! In 1982, paper and pen at the ready, Meg 

was listening to me defend my senior thesis . However 

frozen I was that day, I have since realized how 

incredibly well Meg and the other Joint Sciences and 

Pitzer faculty prepared me for medical school and, 

later, to be a researcher, teacher and clinician. 

Going to medical school was a goal of mine since 

childhood. But the idea of being pre -med was daunt

ing. I chose to go to Pitzer because I felt that here 

was a school where, given its curricular guidelines, I 

easily could explore other areas of interest. Its small 

size and its relationship with the other Claremont 

Colleges allowed me to attend small classes and yet 

be part of a science department that drew on the 

strengths of three schools. 

As a result of going to Pitzer, some of my fondest 

memories are not just of the physics lab but also of 

researching that paper on the 'Vesternization of 

China for Rudi Volti; taking senior elective with 

Lucian Marquis; studying heroin addiction in 

Pomona under the guidance of Peter Nardi; and 

building a rehabilitation cage for hawks ~with Dan 

Guthrie. I'm a father now, and I couldn't ask for 

more if Nicky or Hannah eventually had half the 

experience and education I received at Pitzer. 

Some of my college courses have proven to be piv

otal in my career, even 12 years later. Specifically, 

understanding natural selection and evolutionary biol

ogy under Dan Guthrie has been crucial to my under

standing why 100-year-old people get to be the age 

that they are. As a geriatTics medicine fellow at 

Harvard, I had the opportunity to be the 

primary care physician for two centenar

ians - two centenarians that I seemed 

never to be able to get an appointment 

with because they were always too busy 

and seemed not to have any medical 

problems that merited my attention any

way. This really flew in the face of what 

I expected during my medical school 

and residency days. I thought that 

chronic diseases and disabilities becanle more fre 

quent with age. Surely then, centenarians should be 

the most plagued with multiple, age-related illnesses. 

vVhat became apparent to me was that this was a 

story of "survival-of-the-fittest." To be able to get to 

such a great age, one really has to be very healthy for 

the great majority of one's life, at least through the 

mid-nineties. Mter some studies of a large number of 

people in their sixties, seventies, eighties and nineties, 

working "vith colleagues at the Hebrew Rehabilitation 

Center for the Aged in Boston, we noted that, if you 

are a man and can get through your mid-eighties 

without a histOl~y of life -threatening diseases such as 

heart attack, stroke or Alzheimer's Disease, then you 

have gotten over the "hump." You have survived the 

vulneral)le years unscathed. Now it becomes less and 

less likely that you will develop these maladies, and 

you can look at the next 10 to 20 years with a great 

deal of optimism. The sanle scenario may hold true 

for women, but the "hump" might occur later, in the 

nineties rather than the eighties. 

I reported these findings, along with some other 

data and observations, in the Januaq 1995 issue of 

Scientific American. The result has been wonderful in 

terms of spreading an optimistic view about aging. 

The oldest old are not the most debilitated-in fact, 

they are probably among the most healthy. Aging 

should not necessarily be viewed as a curse, There are 

a significant number of people out there who age 

beautifully and are very robust and active well into 

their 10th and 11th decades. 
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ALUMNI 

SIXTY-SIX Bobbie saw Heidi Scheiber '68, her Ph.D. in education (curricu- Lucia Watkins PI?I'l)· 
Calling all members of the who is director of operations lum and instruction) with a (Phoenix, Ariz.) writes that hus-

Class of '66: Your 30th reunion for the Red Cross in New York focus in reading and language band, Jim Perry '71 was admit-
is April 26-28, 1996. See City, and also saw Susan Page arts. LeeAnn adds, "All these ted to the state bar of Arizona 

article in this issue for more '68, who just returned from two years and I think I'm finally fin- in May. His practice includes 
details, or phone 909-621-8130. years at the American ished going to school." natural resources, environmen-

Pat Silver Casl?//a Consulate in Shanghai, where tal and real estate law. 
she was chief operating officer. SEVENTY 

(Sewickley, Pa.) has enjoyed 
SEVENTY-TWO 

success as a real estate agent SII::,alllll? E Bml, Ph.D Susan Bl'Ock 
for the past several years, and (Frederick, Md.) has recently (Minneapolis, Minn.) has been J oa 11 Ka dill 
has been a board member of the been appointed vice president the principal owner of Brock (Los Altos, Calif.) writes that 
Child Health Association of of academic affairs and dean, Associates, a human resources daughter Abigail is in her sec-
Sewickley for the past six years. Frederick Community College. consulting firm, for the past 12 ond year at UCLA, loves it and 
Pat hopes to attend her 30th years. She recently took a trip feels very much at home in Los 
reunion this spring and would P/'Iscilla L Fmvcl?// to Australia to discuss the Angeles. Joan's son Josh is in 
love to see her other classmates (Del Mar, Calif.) has been training programs which she 7th grade, and Joan is still at 
from '66 there as well. rebuilding her home after poor has developed. Stanford. 

construction with unreliable 
SIXTY-EIGHT workers, but wishes everyone a SEVENTY-ONE SEVENTY-THREE 

Bobbll? Zil?je/'/ TV/,Iglit 
"Happy New Year." Calling all members of the 

JifFe.r c. J;fcQUI?I?II Class of '71 : Your 25th reunion 
(Fresno, Calif.) recently saw SIXTY-NINE is April 26-28, 1996. See (Leverett, Mass.) recently had a 
Robin Olson Letters '68, who 

Ll?eA1l1l Al'llo/dJJol'rtS article in this issue for more visit from Doreen Balabanoff '73, 
looks exactly the same, and is details, or phone 909-621-8130. and would love to hear from 
doing national jury selection. (Seabrook, Texas) completed Leslie Steinboch, Pam Duhl, 

A Mind for Art 
.I U DITII SELBY '72 

The fine art major practically was invented by Judith Selby in the formative years of Pitzer College. The opportu
nities available at Pitzer to the northern California native in search of something big were just the thing. And 

Pitzer's Claremont campus was far away from home in spirit, but close in body. For Judith, "art and life are the 
same, and [Professor] Carl [Hertel] embodied that spirit." There was also the spirit of "experimental education ... 
spontaneous events ... and hippies [at Pitzer].' 

Pitzer allUIDli from the early days all have a strong sense of those times: the anti -war movement, black power (the 

black studies program was founded back then), and guerrilla art. But there were other special qualities they remember, 
too - the sense that the college was somehow enabling them to do things that couldn't be done at other schools. 
"Making statements of a social and political nature came out of my years at Pitzer," says Selby. 

Another undergraduate program figured prominently in S lby's experience. California Institute of the Arts was 
founded in 1969, and Judith was among those in that first class who wanted to make art their own way. A philosophy 
course at Pitzer gave Selby tlle chance to produce an illustrated book entitled "'Vhy Aren't Your Toes Tied on to Your 
Feet Like Your Shoes Are?" The work was published by a small California publishing house, and started Selby on her 
way to making art that transcended the visual. She became committed to fmding "a way that the art went beyond tlle 
gallery walls to address issues that really matter." 

Today, Selby continues to do just that. In 1994, she received a master's degree in interdisciplinary arts from San 
Francisco State University. Her projects over tlle past few years have focused"on portrait installation projects, combining 

her skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, photography, video and prose. "I try to problematize what a portrait is ." These 
portraits have presented the lives of, among others, an old woman abandoned by her family in "How Old Women Die," 
a yOlUlg friend stricken down by AIDS in "Vinti: One Year," and even her mother, a work in progress. (TC) 
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Missy Haggerty and Jessica 
Swift. Jeffrey adds, "My address 
never changes." 

Jlal'sl/{{ Palil::, ·Ellioll 
(Los Gatos, Calif.) is doing well 
with husband John (CMC '70) 
and daughters, and reports that 
life is full and hectic. 

FT E,}I'f> 

(Alexandria, Va.) has been a 
photographer with the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers Headquarters for six 
years. F.T. and wife Nancy have 
a 7-year-old son, Randall. 

SEVENTY-FOUR 

Ear/LallrieSIII(f!1 
(Ann Arbor, Mich.) is married to 
Laurie McLean '77. They have a 
daughter named Amelia and a 
son named Michael. At the end 
of last year, Earl was finishing 
up the last chapters of a book 
he was writing on the restructur
ing of financial and administra
tive processes with particular 
emphasis on cultural change in 
the workplace. 

SEVENTY-FIVE 

Dal/iel DOli/ali 
(New York, N.Y.) is director of 
programming for a large New 
York software company. Daniel 
has been married 10 years and 
has a daughter, 7. 

L,} J/ 8o/~} -//{{r/i-Sclt/eicller 
(Portland, Ore.) has launched a 
clay line of art kits for kids and 
won the Parent's Choice Award 
in 1994. Her line is distributed 
internationally and can be found 
in toy, gift, book and craft stores 
including the Museum of Modern 
Art gift store. Lyn is also back 
on her feet after a bout with 
cancer and doing well. 

SEVENTY-SIX 

Calling all members of the 
Class of '76: Your 20th reunion 

is April 26-28, 1996. See 
article in th is issue for more 

details, or phone 909-621-8130. 

ALUMNI 

Alumni Calendar 
i\ PIUL I to 

Afternoon with biology Professor 
David Sadava in Chicago 

A PIlIL 26·28 

Alunmi Reunion ' Veekend for the 
Classes of 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986 and 1991 

A I'IU 27 

Alumni Colle'/e at Pitzer College 

~ I ;\ Y 2G·28 

:Multi-College River Rafting on tile Rogue River, Oregon 

511('1) -/ Ca I'do::,a 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) was 
appointed senior vice president 
for the Bank of New York, run
ning its West Coast global 
securities division. She was 
formerly with Bank of America. 

Pierl'e Ral1e 
(Norfolk, Mass.) is a very happy 
father. He and his wife, Gail, 
have adopted two daughters 
from China in the past two years 
(Emilia Elanor and Madeleine 
Mei), and in October of last 
year, Gail gave birth to their first 
son, Auguste Charles. 

8mce Sieill 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) was 
appointed president and chief 
executive of Sony's Interactive 
Entertainment Inc. video game 
unit. Bruce was formerly a con
sultant with DreamWorks SKG 
and before that, president of 
Kenner Products. 

1-,)71 /1 Callagllel' Tal/llel' 
(Ventura, Calif.) has returned to 
graduate school to earn her 
resource specialist certificate. 
Lynn adds, "It's difficult manag
ing work, school, tennis, per
forming with Sweet Adelines 
and keeping my family happy, 
but somehow everything keeps 
flowing." 

SEVENTY-SEVEN 

Jill J/illder/IOIII Boskill 
(Chicago, III.) has been with 
Leo Burnett for the past 13 
years where she is an account 
executive. In 1994, Jill and her 
husband Scott had their second 
child. 

E(}se Il eise 
(North Hollywood, Calif.) writes, 
"The American Dream lives on 
in North Hollywood, Calif." 

SEVENTY-EIGHT 

k at/II) II LOll/V 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) joined 
the literary department at 
International Creative 
Management four years ago, 
where she became the story 
editor for books. 

Olga Ekl'(l ) (}//I/g 

(Ontario, Calif.) continues to 
work at Citrus College, where 
she counsels and teaches soci
ology. Olga recently lost her 
husband of 33 years, Ted. She 
will be completing her Ph.D. in 
public administration in May. 

51/([ he('// I Illsa i/l 
(Costa Mesa, Calif.) and her hus
band Keven Kennan celebrated 
the birth of their son Gabriel on 
August 11, 1995. Shaheen 
recently accepted the position of 
associate director of career ser-

Poge :di / II i,,(('/' '.'J.')(;' 

vices at the Graduate School of 
Management, University of 
California, Irvine. She welcomes 
Heather Nordell to Pitzer. 

SEVENTY-NINE 

Sielle 8001' 
(Walnut Creek, Calif.) is mar
ried, living in the Bay area and 
studying graphic arts. 

J I/cllele I Iii I ('01111 
(Flemington, N.J.) and husband 
Dave are proud parents of 
Cydney Haiya. Michele and 
Dave are busy and in a state of 
bliss. She is still teaching for 
the Flemington-Rariton School 
District and loving it. 

Free/ie Palll 
(San Mateo, Calif.) is now liv-

I ing in the Noe Valley neighbor
hood of San Francisco with his 
architect wife Pamela Robinson 
and their son Grant Robinson. 
Fredic is editor-in-chief of PC 
Entertainment, a consumer mag
azine devoted to helping people 
have fun with their computers. 

. i di LiveI'll/a II 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) former 
director of Heal the Bay and 
chief of staff for assemblyman 
Tom Hayden, has been appointed 
chief of staff for Los Angeles City 
Councilwoman Ruth Gallanter. 

EIGHTY 

.,"allC) 8111/.;i/l Ilel'::,og 
(St. Louis, Mo.) is extremely 
active as a volunteer with the 
Junior League of st. Louis, 
Support Dogs (an organization 
that teaches dogs to be touch 
dogs), and the Central Institute 
for the Deaf. As though this 
weren't enough to keep Nancy 
busy, she also has two sons, 
Richard and William. 

EIGHTY-ONE 

Calling all members of the 
Class of '81: Your 15th reunion 

is April 26-28, 1996. See 
article in this issue for more 

details, or phone 909-621-8130. 



Eli::,obf//i Cfl'SOIl fljo/mol'soll 
(Leawood, Kan.) is married to 
John Hjalmarson, a Pomona 
graduate. In 1994, their daugh
ters Sara and Katherine 
received a new baby brother 
named John. Liz has been 
active with the Kansas City 
Promise Project, a program 
that teaches leadership skills 
to junior high school students. 

EIGHTY- TWO 

ka I II) . SC'irllll 0 II S II ril('l' 
(Culver City, Calif.) announces 
the birth of her son Robert 
LaFollette Sucher III in May 
1995. 

ALUMNI 

EIGHTY-THREE 

RIISS Lf DOIIIIC' 
(New York, N.Y.) reports his 
family is growing larger. Russ 
now has a second son, Mason 
Foster, who is growing rapidly. 
Russ writes that he saw Ann 
duPont and Susie Levin. 

Eli::,{/bflll Hoopel' 
(Rowland Heights, Calif.) 
announces the birth of her son 
Stephen Thomas Hooper on 
November 29, 1994. 

Bill S/iein/.mg 
(Los Angeles, Calif.), who previ
ously was senior vice president 
of programming at MTM, has 

Working for Labor 
.l OSE M I LLAN '77 

moved on to launch a new 
enterprise with his father, for
mer MCA president Sidney 
Sheinberg. Their new company 
is called the Bubble Factory. 

E IGHTY-FOUR 

James BaTTe!; 
(Kensington, Md.) and wife 
Carla were presented with new 
baby boy Thomas St. John, born 
November 6. 

Don Swan 
(Fountain Hills, Ariz.) and wife 
Cindy '85 own and operate 
Little Swans Preschool in 
Phoenix. They have three chil
dren, Ana, Don and Erik. 

History was just the r~ght place fo r Jose Millan to learn what had been h appen ing 
in the world. Allen Greenberger, professor of history, advised Jose about h is 

schedule, and all of the other players did their parts as well. "As individuals we are 
the sum totals of our experience, and that includes the special, sheltered time spen t 
at Pitzer, among fr iends and facuhy, in search of what we were to become." For so 

many, that is the quali ty that brought them to Pitzer. Jose earned a master's degree 
in international administration at the Sch ool for International Training in 
Brattleboro, Vermont, in 1980. 

Rather than take a permanent faculty position in Brattleboro, Jose opted for a posi
tion at the University of Houston as the Kenneth Franzh eim F elluw in International 
Mfairs. Jose earned his J.D. at the University of Houston in 1985, while teaching 

English and American culture to international students. The Institute of International 
Business and International Administration kept him busy full time. Another University 
of Houston program took Jose to Mexico Cit)!, to clerk specializing in business law, and 
sparked a secondary interest in labor relations. The oil bust ut an end to his study 

abroad, but rrot before Jose made a connection among teaching, his interest in multi 
cultural environments, and his exposure to the suffering of workers worldwide . 

The Agriculture Labor Relations Board in Salinas, Calif., was a good place to use all 
of these skills. Beginning in the Jerry Brown administration, Jose was able to prosecute 

exploitative employers, pursue legal claims, as well as campaign for legislation affecting 
farm workers' rights and unionization. Jose completed his legal studies at the Universi~y 

of Santa Clara and began a "mediocre rise to the top" of the board. Jose's most recent 

move has been to the position of interim state labor relations commissioner, recently 
appointed by Governor Pete ·Wilson. Jose has mixed emotions about being "judge, jury 

and executioner of violators," but he truly enjoys having a job helping others. (TC) 
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S/fPfll J SlIIitil 
(Eugene, Ore.) is teaching eco
nomics and comparative values 
and beliefs at International 
High School in Eugene. Steven 
would love to hear from old 
friends, especially those who 
never write back. Call him at 
541-343-9728. 

E IG HTY·FIVE 

Kal'ell BUI/will id 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) recently 
married Pitzer alumnus David 
Greensfelder '87. Karen is no 
longer practicing law but is 
working at the Brentwood Art 
Center, which is owned by her 
family. She and David will be 
moving to the Bay area later 
this spring. 

.Virilel Raviol 
(Bronxville, N.Y.) married Pam 
White in New York's St. Patrick's 
Cathedral on December 2, 1995. 
Pam is an investment counselor 
for TrainSmith. 

Eliz.ooC't/1 :r orlllol'e 
(Alis Viejo, Calif.) recently 
changed jobs and is concen
trating more on writing. 
Elizabeth likes to keep in touch 
with Terry and Chris Powers 
and Wes Stroben. "Hello to 
everyone and keep in touch." 

Bmd P/{{/1 
(Boulder, Colo.) has an archi
tecture business in Denver and 
reports he's enjoying life with 
wife Karla and son. 

(//{/r/C's Br('f,!, 
(St. Paul, Minn.) has one Pitzer 
grad working for him at 
Northwest Airlines and would 
love to have more. Charles 
adds, "Tolerance for cold 
weather is a requirement." 

.ra/as//{/ Coodwill Pl'ime 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) and hus
band Stephen '83 are proud 
parents of Alexandra Sierra. 



Kef!)· D':J den 
(Jamica Plain, Mass.) is com
pleting a post-doctoral position 
at Harvard and is moving to 
Auckland, New Zealand, this 
spring. 

Tamsln .lla) (,I'S Sickinger 
(Darien, Conn.) reports her fam
ily has increased to four with 
the birth of Benjamin last May. 
Tamsin currently is staying at 
home and feels very fortunate 
to have that choice. She is 
waiting for news from all. 

EIGHTY-SIX 
Calling all members of the 

Class of '86: Your 10th reunion 
is April 26-28, 1996. See 

article in this issue for more 
details, or phone 909-621-8130. 

BI) (tn Rasler 
(Pomona, Calif.) is currently on 
duty with the U.S. Air Force in 
Okinawa, Japan, where he is in 
charge of the passenger terminal 
at Kadena AFB. Bryan recently 
was promoted to the rank of cap
tain. He hopes to see all of his 
friends at the April reunion. 

KatlZ! Kl'eisi)('Jg Van Del7blll'g 
(San Diego, Calif.) married Rory 
Van Denburg, an engineer, and 
received her psychology 
license last August. 

Am)· Lli TUl'llel' 
(Woodacre, Calif.) married Greg 
Srednicki in January. Amy is 
looking forward to seeing all 
her friends in April at the 
reunion. 

Jennifer Kaplan Lelds 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) and Asher 
are proud parents of Zachary 
Hayden born March 15, 1995. 
Jennifer reports, "Being a 
mother is my most challenging 
job ever, and I love it." 

EIGHTY-SEVEN 

John .11 Chowning 
(Seattle, Wash.) has started his 
own general contracting busi
ness, JMC Construction. John 
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writes of being very busy and 
loves being his own boss! 

DaPld Green~fp!der 
(Los Angeles, Calif.) recently 
married Pitzer alumna Karen 
Buttwinick '85. He is working 
for a San Francisco food chain, 
"High Tech Burrito," securing 
real estate for new sites. He 
and Karen will be moving to the 
Bay area later this spring. 

EIGHTY·EIGHT 

KiT'Slen Weissmann Pilarrik 
(Boulder, Colo.) is living hap
pily in Boulder. She spends her 
time working as an instruc
tional designer and reading 
books to her four-year-old son 
Travis. "Go Broncos!" 

EIGHTY-NINE 

Lisa O/erG 
(La Harbra, Calif.) is still teach
ing high school social studies 
at Cajon High School in San 
Bernardino and living life as 
well as possible. 

NINETY-ONE 

Calling all members of the 
Class of '91: Your 5th reunion 

is April 26-28, 1996. See 
article in this issue for more 

details, or phone 909-621-8130. 

Zander Sprague 
(Boston, Mass.) is working at 
Fidelity Investments. "I would 
love to hear from people!" 

Killlbed) ·. \"ienow Seidman 
(Naperville, III.) and husband 
James are proud to announce the 
birth of their first child Megan 
Catherine on October 27, 1995. 

Ji//7 C offill a n 
(Claremont, Calif.) and wife 
Stephanie Davis live in 
Claremont with their 2-year-old 
daughter Maya Jade. They own 
their own business, "Tears of 
the Moon," which specializes 
in body jewelry manufacturing. 

NINETY-TWO 

T Tilgillia Claire .lIilan 
(New York, N.Y.) and Franklin 
Elisio Solis Rojas were married 
last August in Monteverde, 
Costa Rica. 

Life in the Discovery Zone 
KHISTIN KASPEI\ '91 

A s a sociology concentrator at Pitzer and a California native, Kristin Kasper knew 

exactly what she wanted to do with "the study of communications. " Setting her 

sights on broadcast and print journalism, Kristin planned a course of study that 

included, among other things, "Writing" with Jackie Levering-Sullivan, the "History of 

Media" with StlJart McConnell, and the "Sociology of Communications" with Peter 

Nardi. "My other direct experience, of course, was a well-rounded liberal arts education, 

sampling all kinds of non-career minded courses" - a typical Pitzer approach to life. 

In her professional life, Kristin is a busy associate producer at Discovery 

Communications, best known for its Discovery Channel and Learning Channel cable 

television programming. Kristin works in tlle product division, responsible for the 

development, production, and marketing of interactive CD -ROM titles for children 

ages 8 and up. Kristin coordinates the activities of external developers (the people who 

produce the titles) and internal marketing wizards (packaging, advertising, etc.). There 

is also time to "playa lot of ganles and surf the Net, all in the name of research!" 

Life in general is, in many ways, the same in the "real world" as it was at "Camp Pitzer." 

Kristin is up late at night a lot, frequently sending e-mail to several of her Pitzer friends. 

Although she admits she hasn't bought any Birkenstocks, she has changed her party bev

erage to fine wine. "Since my Pitzer days, I'm proud to say, I haven't given up my Pitzer 

attire, the social events, or, for that matter, the all-niters! " The long-term lessons and 

skills that have carried Kristin through two major relocations, one to San Francisco and 

most recently to \Vashingtol1, D.C., in addition to regular adultllood, can also be u"aced 

to her time in Claremont. "I know my Pitzer experience helped me get up and go and try 

new things, and that my Pitzer friends would be there to h~lp' support my move." (TC) 



Sean Jl FlYl7ll 
(Washington, D.C.) is working as 
a legislative aide to the assis
tant attorney general for civil 
rights and finally getting around 
to applying to law schools. 

BenP'iJer 
(Belize, Central America) is a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Belize 
conducting environmental edu
cation programs throughout the 
country. Ben thanks Pitzer for 
everything it gave him and is 
now using his experience and 
knowledge to help conservation 
efforts in countries where until 
now there has been little atten
tion to such matters. 

Aline J!fa{,;ulre Turner 
(Claremont, Calif.) is a home
maker and looking forward to 
returning to school to get a 
master's degree in social work. 

John JlcGalw 
(Claremont, Calif.) is in his sec
ond year teaching special edu
cation at Palomares Middle 
School in Pomona. He also 
coaches weightlifting and girls' 
soccer. John misses all of his 
pals from the Sagehen past and 
would love to hear from any 
and all of them. 

NINETY·THREE 

Sacha.! Jlalkin 
(New York, N.Y.) is currently 
living in New York with her 
boyfriend Wesley and working 
as a financial analyst at Savoy 
Pictures. In addition to working 
in the business-end of film, 
Sacha recently signed a six
picture deal with Miramax 
Pictures for all creative adver
tising for prinVposter produc
tion. Sacha is looking forward 
to seeing Pitzer's beautiful new 
campus and hopes everyone is 
doing fine. 

Jennifer LOllis 
(Jones Ridge, N.C.) has spent 
the past year-and-a-half in 
North Carolina working as a 
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head cook in a whole foods 
kitchen at the North Carolina 
Outward Bound School. In June, 
Jenn moved to Florida to work 
with youth at risk through the 
Hurricane Island Outward 
Bound School's Florida special 
programs. Jenn finds it 
extremely challenging work that 
is filled with lots of frustration 
and even more joy. Jenn has 
also been traveling through the 
Middle East, Eastern and 
Western Europe and the States. 
She leaves in late fall for 
Ecuador to travel and climb 
Cotopaxi, the world's largest 
active volcano at 19,348 feet. 

Adrienne Houser 
(Eugene, Ore.) graduated in 
December with her master's 
degree in education. She plans 
to substitute teach in Eugene in 
the spring and to look for a per
manent job in either Portland or 
abroad. 

NINETY-FOUR 

lVi/110m Kramer 
(Arlington, Mass.) is currently 
working as a paralegal in 
Boston, "itching" to get back to 
school and "missing the West 
Coast way too much." 

.1!fie/we! Grammer 
(San Francisco, Calif.) is work
ing at the Park Hyatt Hotel and 
plans to return to school full 
time in San Jose. 

I I L __ _ ______________ ______ ____ ~ 

I I 

I ~ i 
IN MEMORIAM 

.\;m7c)Pellic!c1IcGany '72 
passed away unexpectedly of a 
heart attack June 3, 1995. She 
and her family were living in 
Elkton, Maryland. 

Thomas Dent "TD "Ho{7us '88 
passed away August 14, 1995, 
of complications from AIDS. 
Thomas was living in Seattle, 
Washington. Many Pitzer 
friends attended the funeral. 

Give Us the Scoop 

Please let us know what is happening in your life. I 
look forward to meeting you in person soon - and 

by letter, e-mail, fax or phone in the meantime! 

Sincerely, 

Heather Nordell 
Director of Alumni Relations 
tel: 909-621 -8130 
fax: 909-621-8539 

e-mail: heathecnordell@email.pitzer.edu 

Sll'('(!l sUlh' 

home pholle \\QI"k phone 

(·Iass )cal" 

z ip 
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You may not be 
able to MATCH y our socks ... 

You may not ha(Je found 
that MATCH-less job ... 
~ " 

Pitzer College 
Advancement Office 
Alumni Office 
1050 North Mills Avenue 
Claremont, CA 91711 -6101 

DO NOT FORWJ\IIJ) & 

ADDRESS CO HJtECTI ON ItEQUESTED 

ItETlJl N POSTAGE GLJAJI.ANTEED 

Your past IO(Jes may ha(Je 
been one mis-MATCH 

after another. .. 

But you can 
MATCH YOUR GIFT 

to the Alumni Fund! 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit # 355 
Claremont, CA 
91711-6101 


	cover
	contents
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	back

