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Q Is the claim or proposition — what the writer is trying to prove — clearly
stated?

O Are all assertions supported by evidence?

U Is the evidence — facts, interpretations of facts, opinions — appropriate?
Data should be accurate, recent, and sufficient. Sources cited should be
reliable.

O Does the arrangement of evidence make sense? Does it emphasize the
most important issues? Are there more effective ways of arranging the

evidence?

O Are facts, statistics, examples, anecdotes, and expert opinions placed
properly? Are they used in the appropriate context?

O Is the evidence carefully documented?
O Is the reasoning sound?

Q Has the writer included any logical fallacies? (If you are unfamiliar with
logical fallacies, refer to a writing textbook or handbook.)

O Are terms that might be controversial or ambiguous adequately defined?

U Have opposing arguments been considered and dealt with adequately?

* Information taken from Ryan, Leigh. The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors, 3" ed. Boston:
Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002.



