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SOCIAL SCIENCE (APA ) DOCUMENTATION* 
 
Most social sciences classes use an in-text citation system developed by the American 
Psychological Association (APA).  List bibliographic information for these in-text citations at 
the end of the paper. 
 
IN-TEXT CITATIONS 
For a direct quotation: 
1) If you include the author’s name in the sentence, include the date (in parentheses) after the 
name and include the page number (in parentheses) at the end of the sentence but before the 
period. 
 
Lanclos (2003) wrote that children often “hide information from adults in the process of 
constructing their own lives” (p. 11).   
 
2) If you do not include the author’s name in the sentence, locate the citation at the end of the 
sentence, before the period, and include (in parentheses) last name, date, and page number. 
 
Being “ready for a fight” is a defining characteristic of masculinity in both Protestant and 
Catholic working class areas of Belfast (Lanclos, 2003, p. 97).   
 
For a summary or paraphrase: 
1) A page number is not required. 
 
In his nuanced and lyrical ethnography, Henry Glassie (1982) explores the everyday lives of 
people in a rural area of Northern Ireland. 
 
2) However, a page number can be useful if you are citing specific information. 
 
Most child abuse takes place within the home (Christensen and O’Brien 2003:5).  
 
More than one author: 
If the work has two authors, list them both.  If the work has three to five authors, list them all in 
the first citation but use “first author et al.” in subsequent citations.  If the work has six or more 
authors, use “first author et al.”  Ex.: (Das et al. 2000) 
 
No author: 
If the work doesn’t have an author, use its title instead.  Use quotation marks for article and 
chapter titles; italicize book and report titles.  Ex: (“Chimps,” 1999) 
 
Two works by the same author: 
If you cite two works by the same author published in the same year, use lowercase letters to 
differentiate them.  Use the same system in the list of references.  Ex.: 1990a and 1990b 
 
No date: 
If the date of publication is unknown, use the abbreviation “n.d.”   Ex.: Rogers (n.d.) argued . . . 
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LIST OF REFERENCES  
Alphabetize list according to the first word in each reference.  If a reference is longer than one 
line, indent subsequent lines. 
 
Book 
Author’s last name, First initial. (Date). Title. Place of publication: Publisher. 
 
Duneier, M. (1999). Sidewalk. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 
 
Chapter in an edited volume 
Author’s last name, First initial. (Date). Chapter title. In Editors’ first initials and last names  

(Eds.), Volume title. Place of publication: Publisher. 
 
Boyden, J. (1990). Childhood and the Policy Makers.  In A. James and A. Prout (Eds.),  

Constructing and Reconstructing Childhood. London: Falmer Press. 
 
Article in a newspaper 
Author’s last name, First initial. (Year, Month Date). Article title. Newspaper, pp. Section and  

page numbers. 
 
Haney, D. Q. (1998, February 20). Finding eats at mystery of appetite. The Oregonian, pp. A1,  

A17. 
 
Article in a magazine 
Author’s last name, First initial. (Year, Month Date). Article title. Magazine, Page numbers. 
 
Raloff, J. (2001, May 12). Lead therapy won’t help most kids. Science News, 159, 292. 
 
 
Article in a journal 
Author’s last name, First initial. (Date). Article title. Journal, Volume(Issue, if relevant), Page  

numbers. 
 
Lieberg, M. (1995). Teenagers and public space.  Communication Research, 22(6), 720-44. 
 
Website 
Include as much of the following information as is available.  If no author is listed, use the name 
of the organization instead or begin with the work’s title. (Note: It’s acceptable to place a line 
break in a URL after a “/.”): 
 
Author’s last name, First initial. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved date, from  

URL 
 
An Anthropologist at Play. (2003, October). Retrieved July 29, 2004, from http://www.anth.com/ 
 iscy/mcr.html 
 
*Information taken from http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/social_sciences/intext.html. 
For more information, visit the website or consult A Writer’s Reference, by Diana Hacker, Pp. 
381-407. 


