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The current flu climate did not pre-
vent healthy local residents from
becoming blood donors on Mon-

day. 
Held inside Taylor Hall, the recent American Red

Cross Blood Drive attracted Claremont residents and
surrounding community members of all ages during
its 6-hour event.

According to Red Cross registered nurse George
Martinez, the fall drives are some of the organiza-
tion’s toughest because of the time of year. He went
on to say the H1N1 swine flu has not significantly
impacted the amount of donors for the current sea-
son.

“Usually at this time we have a decrease because of
the flu in general,” Mr. Martinez explained. “It also
becomes harder for parents to donate because some of
them are at home taking care of their kids who are
sick.”

Yet the flu season isn’t the only cause for declining
donors.

“Our demand stays consistent but we have less
donors this time of year,” the registered nurse said.
“Diseases don’t take a vacation. But around the holi-
days, a lot of people go on vacation.”

Founded in 1881 by Clara Barton, the American
Red Cross has built up a century-long reputation as a
humanitarian organization. With 4 million people do-
nating blood through the Red Cross, the organization
is the largest supplier of blood in the United States.

A common reason donors give blood is the desire to
make a life-long difference in another person’s life.
The quick 30-minute process makes the effort attrac-
tive to donors.

“I do it because it’s just a good cause and it’s a good
thing to do,” said Claremont resident Tony Troncone.
“Blood is always needed and I probably should be
doing this more often. The hardest part is just making
the effort to schedule the time to donate.”

For each donor, the process begins with a quick ex-
amination by one of the registered nurses on duty. The
examination includes a look into the donor’s health
history, a vital signs check and a preliminary extrac-
tion of blood to determine whether the donor has
enough red blood cells to supply a pint of blood.

The American Red Cross recommends donors eat

meals containing iron and drink lots of water in prepa-
ration for giving blood. Claremont senior recreation
leader Shannon Glaudi took the advice to heart as she
prepared for her 3rd donation on Monday.

“Last time, they had a hard time finding a good vein
and it took them a few tries,” she said. “I think it had
something to do with me not having enough water be-
cause this time I was drinking water beforehand and
it went a lot smoother.”

After the initial examination, the donor then lies on
a table where the blood is extracted. Once a donor
reaches a pint, the process ends and then the donors
are sent to a table filled with snacks and drinks to re-
plenish lost nutrients. 

After a layoff of several years, Upland resident
Naomi Fraga chose to participate in this year’s drive.
The 30-year-old woman originally started giving
blood as her way of helping others due to having O-
negative blood.

“This the first time I’ve donated in several years—
I used to donate more frequently,” Ms. Fraga said. “I
heard somewhere over the weekend that Claremont
was having a blood drive so I thought, ‘Why not go
and donate?’”

—Landus Rigsby

Red Cross blood drive needs support this time of year 
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People of the greater Claremont community went
to Taylor Hall Monday to give blood. 

Kristin Turner keeps a calm eye on the the American Red Cross instructor that is helping her give
blood. Members of the greater Claremont community went to Taylor Hall Monday to give blood. 

Spreading a set of values, one tree at a time                 

Pitzer College is bringing art to life
with their latest permanent instal-
lation. “Sick-Amour” by Los An-

geles artist Joel Tauber will bring a
seedling Sycamore tree to Pitzer College’s
campus to serve as a reminder of the need
to give proper care for urban trees. 

“Sick Amour” began in 2006 when Mr. Tauber res-
cued an ailing Sycamore tree from the middle of a
parking lot outside of the Rose Bowl. After nursing
the tree to health, he reproduced seedlings to plant at
public locations as symbols of hope and renewal.

“After swimming one day at the Rose Bowl, I saw
this tree in the middle of a giant parking lot and it

struck me as forlorn, isolated and lonely,” Mr. Tauber
said. “It was not protected from cars and was clearly
not getting enough water. So I wanted to call attention
to this tree to get people to start thinking about the
care we give to trees in urban spaces.”

Through his efforts, Mr. Tauber secured approval
from the city of Pasadena to remove asphalt sur-
rounding the tree and put boulders in place to protect
it from cars. After caring for the tree for more than a
year, it produced over 200 offspring that the artist is
planning to plant throughout Southern California and
Western Europe. 

“At first it was just me and the tree,” Mr. Tauber
said. “And then the life of tree improved and now
there are a community of people taking care for it and
its offspring. My hope is this will help spread the ide-

ology imbedded in the project that the offspring of
the tree will have better lives than their parent and
hopefully other urban trees will have better lives too.”

Atree planting ceremony is scheduled for
today, Wednesday, November 11 at 3:30 p.m.
at Pitzer College’s Pellissier Mall. Pitzer Col-

lege President Laura Skandera Trombley and Mr.
Tauber will speak at the ceremony. There will also be
a plaque installed to explain the project. 

“It’s not only a public artwork, but also a living
breathing tree that will be evolving and growing over
next 20 to 40 years,” said Ciara Ennis, Director and
Curator of Pitzer Art Galleries. “So this project dove-
tails perfectly with Pitzer’s core values including sus-
tainability and environment practices.”

—Tony Krickl


