Using HyperResearch

This help sheet is designed to provide a step-by-step instruction on how to use Hyper
Research, a qualitative research program.

1. What is HyperResearch?

HyperResearch is a program that assists you with your qualitative research studies. It lets
you:

- Code your source data.

- Retrieve and manipulate your coded source materials.

- Test propositions about the data on any code or combination of codes.

- Test hypotheses about the overall meaning of your data.

- Print or export the retrieved data for further, more in-depth analysis.

2. Preparing Your Source Materials.

The first step in using HyperResearch is to enter your data (interviews, questionnaires,
memos, field notes) into proper electronic format.
- Open MS Word.
- Enter your text — interviews, field notes.
- Save your file as ‘text only’.
e.g. A:\filename.txt

- Close your file and exit Word.
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3. Working with HyperResearch.

Open HyperResearch

- Click HyperResearch icon to launch the program.
The screen on the left side (untitled) is the case index window. The screen on the

right side (code list editor) is the code edit window.
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Beginning a New Study

Before you proceed with the coding, it is a good idea to give your study a name and

create a few cases within the study.
Saving your study:

- Go to the “file” menu from the menu bar and choose “saves as”.

- Navigate to your H: drive and type a name in the filename box and click “save”.
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Creating new cases:

- Go to ‘cases’ menu from the menu bar and choose “new ™.

Rename...

Delete...

First Chrl+1
Fresiouz  Chil+2
Goto case...

MHext Chrl+3
Last Chrl+4

Select Cazes »

- Type in an appropriate name for the case.

- Click “ok’.

- Repeat the above steps to create all the cases you need .

You should now be back to the blank index window, ready to work with your

source data.

Opening a Source File:

- Switch to the case named “president” from the case status bar — click backward or

forward arrow until it shows the right name.
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- Go to “Source’ menu and choose “‘Open Source’, then text.

- Change your directory to where you have saved your source data,
e.g. G:\general-classes \HyperResearch\source

- Double click on a file to open it, e.g. interviewl.txt.

Your data file is now open in the source window.
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Inferview with Ray Halnon, Sociology ﬂ
Graduate Student, SWRI, June 10,
1983

B: S0, um,. could you tell me aboud

your general experience with using the
computer, what's it's bean like for yau,
just a& sor of open-ended way lo start

R: ‘With the compular. Using
HyperRESEARCH

B: Mot necessarity uging
HyperRESEARCH. Have you used any
athier um qualitative research
programs?

R: Mo, thats the only one. Um,
genaral compulerwark has baen
antirely wilh Macintosh

B Uh-hm.

I+ Dicplay Codes [ Conten

Doing Auto coding

Auto Coding allows you to quickly locate specific words or phrases in the file. You
specify a word or phrase; the program will scan your source material for every
occurrence of that word and phrase and then assigns a code of your choice automatically.

- Go to the “Codes” menu and choose “Auto Code”.

“Z putocode

Sources | F'hrasesl Eu:n:lesl

|awner
president
wriker

*Click “source” tab and double click on a case name from the list.

*Choose the source file that is linked to that case and click open.
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- Click “phrase” tab, then “select phrase” tab.

~Z Autocode

Souces Phrases I Eu:u:lesl

Select F'hrase...l Clear |

*Enter a key word or phrase you want to find and click “ok”.

- Click “codes” tab, then “select codes” tab.

~Z Autocode

Sl:uun:esl Phrazes EDdESl

S Codes Clear |

*Select a code name from the existing list or create a new code by clicking the

“new code” button. You can then enter a name for your code and click “select”.

- Click “autocode” button on the lower right corner to start the process.

The auto coding result will appear in the left window listing all the occurrences of the word or phrase.

Click on a code name from the list to view the text in the context of the source file.

-Z{Untitled M [=]F9Y -7 Interview 1.txt o=}
Cazes Selected:  All Cazes ﬂ Pags Number Fant Settings... | _"
3 of 3 |SelectCases w @ 1d 1
- probably because | face a new challenge every day. | also ke
G 2 o |pesident having power, and knawing that many people waork below me. Al
Code Name Source Type Feference 4 kidding aside, the best part of my job s my six figure salan.

Caresr Interview 1.tat| TEXT 305,309
career Interview T.tat| TEXT | 505,508
career Intervigw 1.tt| TEXT 19822
career Interview 1.tet| TEXT 1152,1155
career Interview 1.tat| TEXT | 15841587

Everything is just 50 expensive, and any extra money helps.

My huzband, Michael, alzo hag an excellent job. He waorks For
an engineering company, where he iz very happy. “ith both of our
zalaries combined we live very comfortably, but not extravagantly.
‘we both et aside partions of our pay every week and put itin an
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Selecting Text for Coding:

When auto-coding does not meet your needs, you can use manual coding.
- Click and drag your mouse over the text (from the source file) you want to encode to select it.
- Go to code menu and choose “encode”

- When “code edit” window pops up, select “edit code”, then “new code”.
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" Delete Code
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- Enter a name for your new code and click ok.

@ Create new Code named:

Cancel |

- Click “apply” button to mark the coded text in the source file.

“Z Code List Editor

Edit Code w |

Master Code List [3 total codes)

career
huzhand
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Generating a Report

Once you have finished coding and would like to look at the information the codes provide, you

can run a report. Here are the steps.

- Go to “report” menu and choose “new”. A report window will appear.
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- Check the boxes of your choice and click “Display” button at the lower right corner.

- Once your report is displayed on the screen, you can go to “report” menu and choose

“save as” to save your report for future analysis.
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