Vietnam War




Here Is a story of the experience of
many black soldiers who fought In
Vietnam




Vietham was America's first
racially integrated conflict.
In the Vietham War whites
and blacks fought together

for the first time.







African
American
soldiers
fought hard In
Vietham
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But the ongoing conflicts
between black and white
Americans

at home were reflected In
Vietham
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deal with
racism
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Tensions escalated after Lyndon B.
Johnson lowered the draft requirements
through “ Project 100,000”

41 % of the new draftees were Black




In 1969, 56% of black
Americans opposed the
Vietnam war.

Black Americans "are asked to die for the
system in Vietnam, in Watts they are







In1968, Martin Luther King charged the US
government with being "the greatest
purveyor of violence in the world today",
and urged those against the draft to seek the
status of conscientious objectors.




You'll either join the Marines or go to jail!

Many Black Americans tried to avoid the draft
they were veterans of the civil rights movement







In Vietham-
many white
soldiers cheered




In Cam Ranh Bay,
a group of
white men

wore

Ku Klux Klan




Why
should | fight
for
orejudice?

BLACK POWER - TETNAM
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Black soldiers had to put up with
racist remarks like this one

“I'd rather kill a ni**er than a g**k”







Some commanders
tolerated Ku Klux Klan
"klaverns" on their bases.







Military justice ?

Black service men were sentenced to longer
terms than white service men

Black Muslims were denied copy of the
Koran




One black soldier was ordered to
remove a "Black Is beautiful™ poster
from the 1nside of his locker.




Many black soldiers embraced the
emerging Black Power politics
movement and Its external symbols.







The black Americans who were drafted from 1967 to
1970 called themselves Bloods, and many were
Influenced by the teachings and politics of Stokely
Carmichael, the Black Panthers and Malcolm X.










Black and white marines faced each other In
violent confrontations, some involved weapons

— Riot in Military Prison — the Long Binh Stockade
— China Beach - flinging rocks at black soldiers




"You should see for yourself how the black
man Is being treated over here and the way
we are dying. When it comes to rank, we
are left out. When 1t comes to special
privileges, we are left out. When It comes to
patrols, operations and so forth, we are
first."
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At times, white privates informed their
superior black officers, including Allen
Thomas, that they "weren't going to take
orders from a ni****.”




Even the Vietcong perceived the tensions
and tried to capitalize on them with an
aggressive propaganda campaign




They dropped fliers to
lower the morale of Black soldiers

“Go home, Soul Man”







Eventually, but not everywhere, tensions
over race settled

Soldiers began to realize color did not
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As the Civil Rights movement gained
momentum In the States
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